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PREFACE. 


Perhaps,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  no  other  city 
has  risen,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  to  such  pre- 
eminent commercial  importance  as  the  city  of  New 
Y"ork.  To  the  student,  the  merchant,  the  philosopher, 
and  the  statesman,  every  incident  connected  with  its 
rise  and  progress  must  be  of  the  greatest  interest. 
Histories  of  the  city  of  New  York  have  been  before 
this  submitted  to  the  public,  but  it  is  believed  that 
none  of  them  have  met  the  requirements  of  a work 
like  the  present, — one  which,  while  it  aims  to  be  an 
authority  for  the  future  historian,  shall  be  desirable 
for  genenil  reading. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  volume,  the  author 
lia.s  deri%’ed  very  great  aid  from  the  unpublisluMl 
manuscripts  of  his  father,  the  author  of  “Brant”  and 
“ Pu'd-Jacket.”  Many  of  these  consist  of  conversations 
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and  narratives  taken  down  by  him  from  the  lips  of 
men  who  took  a prominent  part  in  the  public  affairs 
of  the  city  from  the  period  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution down  to  the  year  1844.  Conversations,  for 
example,  with  Aaron  Burr,  Chancellor  Livingston, 
Nicholas  Bayard,  Chief  - Justice  Yates,  John  Jay, 
Robert  Morris,  Morgan  Lewis,  William  Maxwell, 
Robert  Troup,  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  Dr.  Francis, 
and  others,  contain  much  that  is  new  and  especially 
valuable,  not  only  to  the  historical  scholar,  but  to 
the  mere  lover  of  curious  and  entertaining  reading. 

In  this  work  will  be  found,  entire,  three  valuable 
contributions  to  the  history  of  the  city.  These  are, 
first,  the  narrative  of  the  Grand  Erie  Canal  Cele- 
bration, written,  at  the  request  of  the  Corporation 
of  the  City-  of  New  York,  by  the  late  Colonel 
William  L.  Stone  ; second,  an  account  of  the  Pro- 
cession IN  Honor  of  the  Adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  in  1788,  and  Washington’s  Reception 
AND  Inauguration  Ball,  in  1789,  by  the  same  author ; 
and,  third.  Reminiscences  of  New  York  City,  by  the 
late  Gulian  C.  Yerplanck,  first  given  under  the  nom 
ih  plume  of  “ Francis  Herbert,”  in  the  Talisman  for 

I 

1829-’30.  These  narratives,  alone,  should  make  this 
work  of  particular  value,  since,  as  is  well  known  to 
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book-collectors,  they  can  only  be  obtained  with  diffi- 
culty and  at  a high  price. 

The  writer  himself,  also,  has  enjoyed  peculiar 
advantages  of  a similar  kind  for  gaining  accurate  and 
extended  knowledge  of  events  which,  although  of 
comparatively  recent  date,  are  fast  fading  from  the 
minds  of  the  present  generation.  Of  these  may  be 
mentioned  the  Great  Fires  of  1811  and  1835,  the 
IIeception  of  General  Lafayette  in  1824; -and  the 
“ Trinity  Church,”  “ Five  Points,”  “ Flour,”  and 
Stone-cutters’  ” Riots — the  facts  of  which  were  in 
part  communicated,  to  him  by  one  who  was 
active  participant  in  those  scenes, — the  late  Gabriel 
P.  Disoswav,  of  Staten  Island,  the  well-known  anti- 
quariiin  and  local  writer. 

The  author  has  likewise  derived  much  assistance 
from  conversations  held  with  General  Prosper  M.  Wet- 
m«TO.  Chief- Justice  C.  P.  Daly,  the  late  venerable  David 
'f  Valentine, — for  many  years  clerk  of  the  Common 
C«  uncil,— and  from  the  writings  of  Colonel  Thomas 
V.  Devoe,  Mr.  Asher  Taylor,  and  Miss  Mary  L 
Booth.  His  thanks  are 'also  due  to  President  James 
B.  Angell,  of  the^  University  of  Michigan;  Colonel 
Silas  W.  Burt,  Franklin  Burdge,  Esq.,  Dr.  Joseph 
\V.  Richards,  and  Manuel  C.  Jordan,  of  New  York 
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city ; Dr.  E.  P.  Buffett,  Lewis  A.  Brigham,  Esq.,  and 
B.  W.  Throckmorton,  Esq.,  of  Bergen,  N.  J. ; Waldo 
M.  Potter,  Esq.,  of.  Davenport,  Iowa  ; and  Hon. 
Judge  C.  S.  Lester  and  Dr.  R.  L.  Allen,  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  for  valuable  suggestions.  Nor  must 
he  forget  to  make  special  mention  of  the  kindness  of 
Lucien  B.  Stone,  Esq.,  the  well-known  Broad-street 
banker,  for  assistance  in  gathering  important  statistics. 

In  the  hope  that,  whatever  defects  there  may  be 
in  his  work,  he  will,  at  least,  be  credited  with  the 
desire  of  performing  his  task  conscientiously,  the 
author  submits  this  volume  to  the*  kind  consideration 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 

William  L.  Stone. 


0; 


■'  f 


" A '-r 


1^:^' . 
.r^'o^. 


'%*  .«■ 


iiiv 


fv 

'■;’'  ;;^- 


'r''6l.i:.V-  ._;.i.^ifl  yo-ioo;  Id- .i[ 


,,pi@'\«frd3hfr‘  .jI' 

^ (0^ 

■ ■ ' •■  'v.-  - ■f'. ; - - ;• 

r®  „ I )iv-i>j  'jt-ioqi'Jsv-Ct  ,lc)  ^ ,.]>ft  .■,')£ii)'.j'i  If. 

k3  lo  rvil/'  fSXl  itoir  wft^  .0  trsLuT.- 

r'  'fe‘vA^tr.rr-Ar,  >f;  .’#  '"vJ’ 

\vdl  — fe' 

. ^ ' .'h''- . . *>  I? liiif  rSt : of" - p; f 1 13 li;>  / ^ ) ffo  pi? Cffdif^  r 

^ ' . ' ■ ■' . : 'm.osUb-ynM)k 


■s*. 


■>1 


-<4J 

C: 


aI  kUiW 


CONTENTS 


FIRST  FERIOD. 


ICOS— 


CHAPTER  I. 

1598—1647. 

lTen<5rick  Hudson  not  the  Discoverer  of  the  Island  of  Manhattan — Topog'raphv 
of  New  York  Island — The  Dutch  make  Manhattan  the  Depot  of  the  Fitr  Tradn 
in  America — The  States-General  encourage  PZmigration — The  Dutch  and 
conclude  a Treaty  of  Peace — The  JS'etc  NctJierland,  with  Thirty 
Families,  arrives  at  New  Amsterdam — Peter  Minuit  is  appointed  Director- 
<irneral  of  New  Netherland — Tlie  Inhabitants  turn  their  attention  to  Shin- 
biiildin'T — Minuit  returns  to  Holland — Andval  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller — lUs 
hu'.<mp<  iency — The  “ Staple  Right  ” granted — Arrival  of  Governor  Kieft — 
^nn  Twiller  drinks  confusion  to  the  English  Government — Ferry  estab- 
across  the  East  River — The  Fur  Trade  keeps  pace  \vith  the  prosperity 
et  th»*  Town — 'Die  Patroon  System  a failure — Guns  and  Powder  forbidden 
to  U-  iM-ld  to  the  Indians — Salaries  of  the  early  Officials — The  Patroons  give 
Jr*  ?kh  tr»)uhle — 'i'he  Colonists  neglect  Agriculture — The  Str<‘ets  begin  to  be 
tt'T  haiii  out — Wampum,  and  adescription  of  it — More  attention  jmid  to  the 
Fr>-'>.*‘h  l4\n;:uage — R'>e  in  the  price  of  Reaver  Skins — Interference  of  New 
Knubuui  Adventurers — Kieft  becomes  involve<l  in  an,  Indian  War — Illicit 
'i  fade  carrii'd  on  at  Albany — Death  of  Kieft. 

CHAPTER  II. 

^ 1647—1674. 

‘•overnor^Stuyvesant  arrives  at  Manhattan — Finds  the  Colony  in  a “ low  con- 
dithM” — Improves  the  Town — Trade  opened  to  Private  Persons — Regu- 
hi*. ion  of  'raverns — No  Person  to  carry  on  Business  unless  he  takes  the  Oath 
of  .Ui-'giance — Naval  War  breaks  out  between  England  and  the  United 


*/>■ 


m 


■’C' 


■i  ■*  i M ♦ ■ ''  Ji  ■'■ 

*!,'  -»■■  V; 


n/t.  -■ 


’ ?- 


.* 


C:-, 


::Vv5T 


■5-V 


-'^■M 


.Ti-dr—iiC::?- 

■ C‘  • 


‘*fva::'i'  .i.  i '^Kt'io  ;<k|oV4  J-ji:.  '.,  c*>jf — «♦<£  W 


. “ il’i' xlJi.-/  m-CL  •js'sH'’— l(»  /'*«'-hT.a  .%iic.f!?jlt»5  ^t«r>**tl‘ 

lO^-ni^T  hiv^TiU;  T»i^.‘  ^i.‘^n:ij4^t9ta*i'■^-ttr;)t  -4n-.  ^ 


■x» 


/?IVK4»:t”  r.»/i.|  iifi'-ff  '.v'iflrf  •jif!  f'l'f'!  • ■ - f. ir*’ ‘ •*’•  • 


^i%<A'rli{^!  fjfTv— ?i/4 

rJ^J  t*>  <ari-'.r— 


JzHtni  — '-titW  )i/ii,;';t*l  li;  jT'^v  ,-■- 

V-  . , ' . ;•'■  -4,  ./’ , .iWvl  ‘r<)  y»  «•*  • 

■ i^=> ■ : %,i:i  afiTf'AHO 

• ■■,  , '■'  si'  '-  , ; . ■■_  ■■f.-""  ; <-  ' ■ ..l,  .. 

.*'  v^viip’  )mt  "n^5'>0  ;-iif>e'vvma'?3a;fls9Y’i^^ 

■ _ ■■ ; 

' »/Li  f?il>iit^fr;>  -^-  '“* 


fMB 


■l:^ 


\ 

'M< 


'■•  ■'-  ■■  ,.r-'  ' ■ ' '-'' 


-i-  ":. 


X 


CONTENTS. 


Provinces — Le  3Ioyne  discovers  Salt  at  Syracuse — Population  of  New  Am- 
sterdam in  U5o6 — Introduction  of  “ The  Great  Burgher  Rijrht  ” — Aristocracy 
of  New  York  220  years  a^o — Survey  and  Map  of  New  Amsterdam  made — 
Restoration  of  Charles  II, — The  West  India  Company  invites  Emij^ration — 
Population  of  New  Netherland  increases  to  10.000 — Eno^land  resolves  to  take 
Possession  of  New  Amsterdam — Colonel  Nicolls  anchors  before  New  Am- 
sterdam— Receives  the"  Surrender  of  Stuyesant — New  Amsterdam  clianged 
to  New  York — Retrospect  of  the  Commercial  Prosperity  of  New  Netherland 
at  the  time  of  its  Surrender  to  the  English — Beaver  Skins  the  standard  of 
value — The  Dutch  Company  refuse  “ Specie  Payments” — Depreciation  in 
Wampum — Arrival  of  Governor  Lovelace,  the  first  Enoflish  Governor — The 
Dutch  regain  Possession  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  call  it  New  Orange — 
Treaty  of  Peace  signed  between  England  and  the  States-General — New 
Amsterdam  ceded  to  England — New  Orange  again  becomes  New  York — Sir 
Edmund  Andros  appointed  Governor. 

CHAPTER  III. 

• 1674. 

Social  Manners  and  Customs  of  our  early  Dutch  Ancestors — “ Quilting,”  and 
“ Husking  ” Bees — New  Year’s  Day — Paas  or  Ei\ster — Santa  Claus — “ Dinner 
Parties  ” unknown — Habits  of  a Model  II(3usekeeper — A Dutch  Parlor — The 
Sconce — Captain  Kidd — The  “ Betsie  ” — The  Dutch  fond  of  Milk — Rip  Van 
Dam  keeps  two  Cows — Scarcity  of  Coin — Wild  Horses  on  Manhattan  Island 
— Literature  of  New  Amsterdam — Taking  up  Collections  in  Church — Tlie 
“ or  Clerk — Marriage  Bans — The  Dutch  Dames  love  Flowers — 

No  Bonnets  worn  by  the  Ladies — Dress  of  a Fashionable  Gentleman — Walks 
of  Lovers — The  Kissing  Bridge — Amusing  Anecdote — The  Dutch  leave  their 
impress  upon  the  City  and  State  of  New  York — Names  of  City  Officials  in 
Dutch. 


• 

PERIOD. 


CHAPTER  I. 


1079. 

Description  of  New  Amsterdam  as  it  appeared  in  1001 — Situation  of  the  Town 
Wind-Mill — Name  of  “ Government  ll<>\ise”  changed  by  G ivernor  Dongan 
to“  Whitehall” — Maiden  Lane — Shoemaker’s  Laud — Vanderclitf ’s  Orchard, 
the  present  John  StrAt — 'I'he  Commons,  the  j)resent  Park — Tlie  Collect- 
Pearl  Street  forms  the  River  Bank — Two  Main  Roads  lead  out  of  the  City — 
Visit  of  the  Labadists  to  New  York — Extracts  from  tlieir  Journal — 'I'hey 
visit  Bergen,  N.  J. — Visit  Long  Islaml— Visit  Staten  Island — They  take  a 
Stroll  up  Broadway — They  take  sotne  Rum,  whicli  they  tind  “everywhere.” 


T zur  y.  <> ') 
"1 


- 'ii 

.V-'. 


,v 


-f*i  A 

V /n 


5'0  'ml/'  -*J— 


•/! V otP,7  A — *'  V>:l V'l o'M  Ii,'niK*>‘:fT 

ro  up!^  •'>/’« ' A jJ'W'jY  ^*>VI  j.v 
i*>  %iiiii'A  ‘/afitifp*'* ' ’'•■•i;- ■ • I'".' Ai  J .‘'••IijHti'.)  1 > aot?aiA}93ili 

^4)  i^.-t  fry'll  i'fc>t|ljf>l--<‘f»T?;.()i  \»l-#sy‘/;-jT.Mt;.  I-ifn.'i  4-W<,>T  v^^ii  fr  . 1714^0 qo*l 

/r  y/®!'.  -)'rulvii‘  nKub.'i/i  {?iKjf*fyr  l^;,a^^•;SI?{{^A  W- f»' 'i-»^ '>*?«{><! 

-wfjX  Iv.  ♦ ru»i ' • “ «•* V “ .J’-'  't4->H-— 

to  £:T4»1.iOAV7K  AjIt  T»v;i;iy[»^ij>iiJj^fiia  t»l?J  03  r 5i-^>  iiinit 

»!  •tic;y‘»T(jVi— '"■  y<//\yf  i i''*'  j'J  y£tT~-5C;A!y 

p0jBI‘’ — I'W.'  ' ^^-^ryT3  ^ lo 

•iyn.rt'J  y*i/I  ;i  ;U>  iiiw  .msl'i\}’’>iuh  w?A  iio^ 


lf<v’/  -_l 
-1>,  ^ 


ay  y/yV?  — 07  •ir^h^yrtfetA 

' '^  ",  '■'■  '■  '■  ■‘'.  '■  ' ' ” ■ J-i  ' •-  ■■■■  iV  <<:  ju  ... 


II 


%;'■ 


;■—%■<; 1*'-  — yiiH  a'tii-i'Z  *■  ’ » 

»id’— 'Toh  lilvipG  A ---'l**' u V>;  i^Uja  JO.  - ,«  w . M I Jigs*  "*^  A 

|o  i'JfltA  i’ >t4  J7,  . 

A:  iKi'*/'— rrii . > ■>  . y r^*n o»i!j  »»:jy5r^  - 

4U:^-i>iJjru749  ,ti.\  8uof 'f.tnA  ^ ■ 

- ♦»yol  ^;mujsQ  • ji’itJuU  Wi.'iV  ly  *% 

, 4 '?(>  '-  y-|*  l ^ Vi!  ■ i'r  .^>3(0 aols  O#^  ^ 


£1! 


<cf;l  HYM-d  thfiiil  't:{'f 


|s!^'  -r-fttjt'ixil  v/UsifyL  y 1o 


.ihJitO. 


V- 


•’  ■ ■ ^ 


X «^yT;^AlIp 


‘>«ri  -lo  m lo^J^n'Kjhiayd'’ 

■n(bp>  VlUvill  •'■  - 


ai-c^v  y-sw  -10  mns3«?nr“^' 
i«jW.'v*>VOlt>  W^(j  ,X-f 


CONTENTS. 


XI 


CHAPTER  II. 

1674—1738. 

Administration  of  Governor  Andros — Sir  Wm.  Berkley  “tlianks  God  there  are 
n»'ither  Free  Schools  nor  Printinfj-Presses  in  the  Colony” — Andros  governs 
with  Wisdom  and  Moderation — The  City  Gates  closed  at  nine  every  evening 
A Native-born  Citizen  appointed  to  the  Mayoralty — Necessity  of  Conciliating 
the  Iroquois — The  French  outstrip  the  English  in  Enterprise — Gover- 
nor Dongan  arrives  as  the  Successor  of  Major  Andros — His  shrewd 
Indian  Policy — Convention  of  the  Five  Nations  held  in  Albany — Dongan 
brightens  the  chain  of  friendship— New  York  torn  by  Intestine  Commotions — 
First  “ Charter  of  Liberties”  granted  to  the  Province — The  Assembly  divide 
the  Province  into  twelve  Counties — New  Police  Pegulations  established — 
Children  forbidden  to  play  in  the  Streets  on  the  Sabbath — The  Dongan 
Charter  granted  to  the  (’ity — The  City  receives  a new  Seal  from  the  Home 
Government — Laying  out  of  Wall  Street — William  and  Mary  proclaimed 
King  and  Queen  in  {>lace  of  James  II — Col.  Fletcher  arrives  as  Governor — 
Ftve  Nations  meet  in  Albany — Count  Frontenac  strikes  a blow  at  the  Five 
Natiims — Origin  of  Trinity  Church — The  Earl  of  Bellainont  appointed  Gov- 
ernor— His  Death — Lord  Cornbury  succeeds  him — Establishment  of  a Free 
Grammar  School — Lovelace  succeeds  Cornbury — Andisin  turn  succeeded  by 
Hunter — New  Market  established — Appearance  of  the  City  in  1704 — Visit 
of  a Boston  Lady  to  New  York — Burnet  succeeds  Hunter — Beneficial  elfects 
of  Burnet’s  Indian  Policy — Facetious  Anecdote  of  Burnet — Is  succeeded  by 
(’olonel  ontgomery — His  Administration  opposed  by  the  Albanians — 

Establishment  of  a Line  of  Stages  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia — 
Establishment  of  a Public  Library — Cosby  succeeds  Mr.  Van  Dam — Trial  of 
John  Peter  Zenger  for  libel — He  is  declared,  “ Not  Guilty” — Death  of 
('usby — George  v larke  commissioned  Lieutenant-Governor — Quarantine  es- 
tablished on  Bedloe’s  Island — Contested  Election  between  Adolphe  Philipse 
and  Garret  Van  Horne, 

CHAPTER  III. 

1738—1742. 

Inrn  nsing  Political  Excitement — Recajutulation  of  the  Administrations  of  the 
« arii*-r  Eiurlish  (iovernors — Their  Character — ^Judicial  Murder  of  Leisler 
aiel  .Miiburn — Tlie  Assembly  ])roves  refractory — Governor  Clarke  consulU 
Ids  I’rivv  Council — Only  One  Year's  Supplies  granted — The  Wheels  of  Keva- 
do  not  roll  baekward — The  Priuci})les  of  John  Hampden  take  root  ii.i 
.Km*  rira-—Chior..) notice  DeLancey  abandons  Governor  Claike — ^'Fhe  cdo- 
hm’.-tl  Nogro  Plot — Slaves  constitute  a portion  of  the  Population  of  New 
rk — urni!]g  of  the  Governor’s  House  and  Public  Buildings — Execution 
of  liu_'hs*>n  and  the  lioinanist  Cry — Building  of  the  House  No.  1 Broadway, 
opj«.Mte  the  BowlingGreen — Description  of  its  Plan — By  whom  Built — 
Interesting  Heminiscences  connected  with  it. 

CHAPTER  lY. 


1743-1753. 

^dmi^^\l  George  Clinton  i^tcceeds  Clarke  as  Governor — His  arrival  in  New 
\ ork — Received  with  Joy — The  old  Members  returned  to  the  Assembly — 
t hieLIustice  DeLancey  moves  an  Address  of  Thanks — Unreasonableness  of 
the  Assetiibly — The  Assembly  are  stubborn — truggle  between  the  Kepub- 
livan  and  Monarchical  Principle — Clinton  resigns — His  Character — Is  suc- 
c*od»  d by  Sir  Danvers  Osborne - Presbvterian  Ciiurch  m Wall  Street  rebuilt 


T’l  ';K 


f;7 


' 0 "‘^.'r'V  WWI^A;^  ■■  .':*^  ? - •!  »^Jr^(*•^'! 'Tf  > '1,  ^•>lf!<  ’‘I 

/^^  ■ -t;<,:r.'.t'-j].vJ^  fei  ji  ia-  .---.i7r 

^Hi; ..‘  r^  i '■  '?,?>«■!'.>''-•  «U  •>;!■}  . -:?.•  d a 

s3  • ; 1 - ^ , '|d-  ; ‘'.HIT--‘'io-'';^>-.‘tI  -<.'t 

.^;di.  - ‘^'nhil/,  ■ Vo  T .Ji  •-..  . < . -fr-t  .-ft.?!>p. ''  »-.H 

, icr  h.inf'fti/.- ’-y-' IM  l->  ..  .'  ■ ■ ■ i' ;i,‘nt-  ‘ 

• -r,  -n.  f4:  rtt^ii  •;»si«i-.,.  -,'f ’■  ..;(«,  ■'-->  ;i-h  .).’• 

' . , r ■..  /.  .-  'M  -..ih  <:rr-.'f;!.‘>  1-  ■'-• 

.f^-;*f,)4^-..-.  ^iiM i -.aloH  /?y4-‘--“tur  : 1 ..  . 

h^tH' f-hTf  ro  ^ . 

li.^.nlj  vANi,  . -'u  ' A:fr>  Hui't  (>^ 

^ fSii'-Mrvq  ■'TT!\\t  priii  rt^nifriV/  - - , -'//‘  Vi  suii  i 

-it  ><M-;  i r i-  ' '.■•Vi  r<yf’UL  :u  /m  • - Vffwrfy:''"- 

•■■-’  ~';9i'/i'i,‘i<ia  r»  v >. --Tiiiidfirr'  ^■••- -•»  n't^-.'^.  ' 

■■■  ]!{  ■'  ToyrAtH'..''.'  ■ viifiiif'l.  ;■  ■■^vh<-'  ■-“•^-  '‘*^‘r'ir 

^ i ij  «;rA>  /7r;o\:i-K/|fe4Jb5-^:.' ^<i  ‘ 

- -ft  '■* 


■ M- 


•».'/-  , it',. -><;-( V 


:.1^=4j[v<l(5^,  --  '''Y  I T^Tl  ■ TVa ri  oil  'i 

s*.fi : A«» li’ 


r;:*M  L 


AAJi''  ^ 


• :.■;  :.-  ■^:^:i^.'".-•;■’«:^^t  ■ .-r^-  -*r.4il(r<n  'r>«| 

;('>l’in'--K.ll  ‘K>  Ir>)<l-!.  '!'. f tl^’T.  . '.<■..  il-i'-  ''  5>'  ' 

y 

'ij  • ;i ‘^  --' '*ii7/'  ^i5hr  , , . ?;■ ■^■ 

■"■  ; ■ ■;-;  • ■•  •;/.•■';?;■  f*  i-»(!OU  ^ ' ■ ■ rf  ifff ^ 

..•'  :.-■:?  •*;.I  --;j/()  r !' < ‘ v •’•''O..1..  i-»'t . *d  A - «V-  »• 

■ ■- *■»'.  liii  « f>l.;,  ■ . - ?ry.^’  ■' 

, yhUl'i'-  :'t  «■-/(•.■  ^ 

I <1*0  1 -ni'  . t|(f<f''*:.'-‘.’  - -y.-!  f a- <di-1' 

Y<i-  ’:  '-.d  ';>■■•  -■  •- v-a  : Af*iil./Klj 


71  fin  TH  A 10 


0 


^^3 


ij^.r  • •*,;■  r--.' 


'-*4  at.-  , t*.-. 

:r^?i<rA"o'd't  ivt  jidini/  • \,  •■'.;! 

(.,  1'  ^i;-.  ... 

■■  y-.'t  ii--#iii};' a vj..-.  . • r..’--^'- 

>1^' 


.-  -i^- An.  -.- 


\ 


'V..  . ,-.',iSt  -, 


v) 


"4  .' 


XU 


CONTENTS 


— Ferry  Street  ceded  to  the  City — Moravian  Chapel  built  in  Fulton  Street — 
First  Merchants  Exchange  erected  at  tlie  foot  of  Broad  Street — St.  George’s 
Chapel  built— Its  History — Origin  oi  the  yearly  Appropriation  for  the  Ijity 
Manual. 

CHAPTER  V. 

1753—1765. 

Arrival  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  as  Governor — James  De  Lancey  commissioned 
Lieutenant-Governor— Mr.  Clinton  Insulted — Suicide  of  Sir  Danvers  Os- 
borne— Causes  which  led  to  the  act — De  Lancey  assumes  the  Reins  of  Gov- 
ernment— Want  of  harmony  in  the  General  Assembly — The  Province  of 
New  York  divided  into  two  Sects,  under  the  lead  of  De  Lancey  and  Liv- 
ingston— The  People  of  New  York  raise  Money  with  which  to  Found  a 
College — The  majority  of  the  Trustees  of  the  College  Episcopalians— 
Trouble  arises  on  this  account— Mr.  Livingston  writes  against  the  Man- 
•agement  of  the  College  in  the  Independent  Rejiector — Efforts  to  prevent 
the  Incorporation  of  Columiiia  C'oilege  fruitless — The  granting  of  its 
Charter  displeases  the  Peojile — De  Lancey  endeavors  to  assuage  their 
Resentment — Urges  the  passage  of  several  po[»ular  Acts — Sir  Charles  Har- 
dy arrives  as  the  succes.=:or  of  ClinNm  — Becomes  tired  of  an  inactive  life, 
and  takes  command  of  the  Kx[>edition  against  Lewisburg — Lord  Loudon 
Outrages  the  citizens  of  New  York — Soldiers  billeted  upon  the  people — 
Death  of  Chief-Justice  De  Lancey — Particulars  of  his  Death— Character 
of  Mr.  De  Lancey — General  Amherst  visits  New  York,  and  receives  an 
Ovation — City  illuminated  on  the  Occasion— Work  of  improving  the  City 
advances  rapidly — Light-house  erected  on  Sandy  Hook — Two  Ferries  estab- 
lished— The  first  Stage  starts  from  New  York  for  Philadelphia — Time 
three  days — Second  Stage  advertist*d  for  same  Route — Stages  begin  their 
Trips  between  New  York  and  Albany — 'i'iie  Line  extended  to  old  Fort 
Schuyler  (Utica)  — Contrast  hotween  that  and  the  Present  Day — The  Meth- 
odists first  organize  in  the  City — Several  new  Streets  Opened. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

ITGl— 1770. 

The  Government  Devolves  on  Dr.  Cohlen— Major-General  Monckton  Appointed 
Governor — Sails  from  New  York,  leaving  the  Government  in  the  hands  of 
Dr.  Colden — The  .V<liui!!i.'t r.i! ion  of  (lovernor  Colden — An  unfortunate 
Appointment — “ Writs  of  A^'•;^tane(*  ” — .lames  Otis — His  Speech — Living- 
ston, Scott,  and  ?mith  »lo  battle  for  tliC  i’eople — New  York  follows  the 
wake  of  her  Puntau  Neighbors — Colden  entertains  doubts  of  the  Result — 
Grenville  and  Nbirth  the  Plan  of  raising  a Revenue  by  the  Sale  of 

Stamps — d’ roubles  in  .Ma">.ieiiu.;etts— 'I'he  People  of  New  York  bitterly 
oppose  the  Stamp  A»  t — Mrgani/ation  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty — Compel  the 
Stamp  Distributors  to  Ib  -ign  — Po-ting  of  I’lacanis— Colden  is  terrified — 
Shut.s  himself  up  in  the  fort  — lie  and  Lord  Bute  are  hung  in  Fdligv — Col- 
den’s  Carriage  burnt —.\rrivul  of  tlie  new  ( b*vernor.  Sir  Henry  Moore.  Bart. 
—The  Corporatioii  oih  r him  the  Freedom  of  the  City,  which  he  refuses 
unless  on  Staujped  I’a; -<*r— Cohlen  retires  in  disgust  to  his  Countrv-seat — 
Mi>re  Trouble  from  the.<onsof  Liberty— 'Hu-y  compel  a Stamp-Distributor 
to  resign— Hold  Cofre-iMm  leure  with  oth«*r  Cities— Repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Act— New  York  njoires— .NJast  •>recte<l  to  George  HI— Opening  Speech 
of  Goverri or  Moore— frouide.,  in  1 bitehess  County— Th«‘ Rioters  luought  to 
Keaton  — .Met!iodi-t  !>eno;ninuri-m  orgiuiized  — First  .^iedleal  School  organ- 
i/e-l--N'  a (Ip.  1 -!  !;.•  !h;:i-ii  Cabim'r  regret  tlu'  Repeal  of  tlie 

Stamp  Al  t— New  York  d.-.  iin-'i  < »!..  dienct:  to  the  .Mutiny  Act— 'I  he  Func- 


'•V,v 


t '1  A If  :>- 


' ' 4 


-t''  , 
A:. 


,*)t 


> S'  ■ ffl  '‘uy a,,vj. 

' :-  •.  !i,  V -.vulki  ■''':  - - r,  O ■ ■ 


"fh  2o  i»% 


. ■-  ...iM 

:,YJ'.^  ■i.irS  ,T 


a:-J  ■ 4.1  hi  ht^>94i:  •',- 


; ;i  f ferfCT-**  *u^  ^O* j 

.'it'-'i/ 


cj/f  ■ _*-■■'  vi>ii’,v*r' 

'.t.V,- 

^ ■ -y  nr/\ 

"^Uli  tL-ii/,-’  y V.  '•  -*'' 


' » ff4  //  ' 4;  f /i  ^ j» 


?'»j  ■ 


*f*!  1>'i 


- ‘ijljfl  M‘  ■ 

?•*■■■;••  -f  - )/.>55-_  X^ 

a i «»r'i' 

lb 


'''■■'■’'A"*'*  '■  ■'  • ■■■> 

: ' „ 'V  ■' ' : ' " ■- ' i„.i  .,■  I -K,; ■A-, i 


i.uT-  i i : ■ • !:^ 


V^i'f  . .■ajftf;  .i,,  ' f ->7/ ; -;.Hf . 

-afi  j;_-  ■> 

j*'A  'y-*  '«■•>-:  /;■-  .»■; 

. -f'"’''*  fi  ^>|..|t  ',)  ,,  I r'l^,  -iv,i  n— i, 

••‘a’  i'-<fV,  v^'.  '■  o . • 


" it3i. 


■.  lY  3:;i  'l  A H'Y 

' ■/'»  Yla.  A 


t y-4t 

'■’''  ■'  ;y/ 


;>/ 


• ■q,  I'A  f;Aiif,f>/'v>’!'’  v£/'-'><i*7 
7.'  A.  : . fil  .Jiisxrj/n-i '.'•>*»  ■..■•,•  '«■ 

'.i/  -^- < v ■(>•!■'»/ f ■-*  ’ f'-  w--:; 

■ ' ■•  • ’'  'S' — “-i-iV- ■>4»u>l- - •?•«»#•.»>, 

, ; ; -'v  f V4  'll- 

- Aikafi  : '•  ^*I»-i&nv.;,:iV>'JTO  ’ - '■ 

%:{i  V ■ M;a•)Vo^^'x^  iMf7'  ' 

viiHVi;'!  3f^<»Y.  't}’^V.  Vr  •.(flp»-><f  ; , 

■■  c*-i^  h i- :ti; ■)■--■■, [*^.  :>i^Prl  -}o  knofy-'m^i  /:■.  . .: 

r-^>r>r;.‘-'-,  ,<■•  -^l  . '■'■  '7^  'sf'I  T A y -r  • ■ ■ J "- 

- Aa,-;  :,  -;  y-;'fl  ;;,■  •■ll.i^.ff  -^V|»  r , . . 

'■■  -7'  .ti'tw-ivf  1^*  "V  j;- 

e ^:r  r<r  Ad  . i"f;::iv'  ''  j ‘ .,.<-»iv- .,'•  - a; 

j fi7;^  tu  r:-vi'--  > > ;5, 

'i,  Vv^fT'^7-f  «• '.;  If--..  ■ -r«,  - ^ -,.  , 

•'^57  v>  ''*•  iV.  -.  4'  ' -7 

-rb-r-f^rl^n'l  ^nf,.T<XA  . '"■' 

■ '7  j.-v-v,^.a  . ..t.  ,x, 

• *7iT  >a  fe.  »-■  7’  ■'  ■ J 

' . - >■  . “• 


-y.^A 

r.-'^'V  ■»  C..V  J.  I 


nty-r'.  \ ' 
■’1 

-rn./*:  ,»*.» 

-"■fif'i  \W-\  Ui}V9 

.«/  ; >.u 

■ • '•  -.•■■■A  »s;Di{f< 

' <7^  1^7-  i» 

. y -A  1 — 


V- 


‘M 


Si>^ 


si- . -^:' 


CONTENTS. 


Xlll 


lions  of  the  New  York  Assembly  annulled — Boston  sympathizes  with 
New  York — Writs  issued  for  a new  Assembly — Tiie  Assembly  firm  in 
maiutaiain^^  its  Constitutional  Rights — Sir  Henry  Moore  dissolves  the 
Assembly — Tlie  new  Election  hotly  contested — Death  of  Governor  Moore 
— Dr.  Gulden  assumes -the  reins  of  Government  for  the  third  time — Active 
Measures  taken  by  the  Sous  of  Liberty  to  oppose  the  Mutiny  Act— Large 
Asstunbly  in  the  " Fields”  (present  City  Hail  Park) — Hatred  between  the 
Soldiers  and  Sons  of  Liberty — Battle  of  Golden  Hill — First  Blood  shed 
in  the  American  Revolution  at  Golden  Hill. 


CHAPTER  YII. 

1770—1788. 

Jo*un.  Earl  of  Dunmore,  succeeds  Sir  Henry  Moore  as  Governor — Description  of 
the  new  Governor  in  a Letter  to  Sir  William  Johnson — Sir  William  Tryon, 
Burl.,  succeeds  Dunmore  as  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief — New  York 
Hospital  Founded — Meeting  of  the  Assembly — The  Governor  is  rendered 
iiidependeut  of  the  Colony — The  Sons  of  Liberty  hold  a Public  Meeting — 
'i'ea  Commissioners  resign — Tryon  concedes  a little  to  Public  Opinion — 
Tilt'  Assembly  do  not  share  in  the  Indignation  of  the  People — Tryon's 
.\ilministration  comes  to  an  End — Profound  Tranquility  prevails — The 
Storm  at  length  breaks — The  Nancy  boarded  in  New  York  Bay  and  her 
t'.irgoof  Tea  thrown  overboard — New  York  forms  a Provincial  Congress — 
Trytm  sails  for  England — General  Condition  of  Affairs — Washington  visits 
New  York — Honors  paid  to  him — Washington  places  the  City  under  Com- 
mand of  General  Schuyler,  and  de[)arts  for  Boston — The  Assembly  ask  the 
Crown  for  a Redress  of  Grievances — Description  of  the  principal  Fortilica- 
lion.s  erected  at  this  time  for  the  Defense  of  the  City — The  British  Army  land 
on  Ivong  Island — Battle  of  Long  Island — The  Americans  effect  a ma-'^terly 
Retreat  across  the  East  River  to  New  Y'ork  Island — Indignation  of  \\'ash- 
ington — Battle  of  Harlem — Fort  Washington  captured — Fort  Lee  evacu- 
ated— Washington  retreats  across  New  Jersey — The  British  in  Possession 
«'f  the  City — Great  Fire — Suspicion  of  it  having  been  caused  by  Design — 
Ground  covered  by  the  Fire — Trinity  Church  and  the  Lutheran  Chapel 
df'>t roved — The  History  of  New  Y'ork  City  during  its  Occupation  by  the 
Britl.'ii  not  one  that  Americans  can  recall  with  Pleasure — The  old  Sugar- 
house— The  JcrKcy  Prison-sliq) — Prison-pens  of  the  City — Cruelties  in- 
Sis'  teil  u{K)u  the  Prisoners — Account  by  an  Eye-witness  of  the  terrible  Uut- 
« porpeuruled  on  the  Americans — The  British  Ollicers  and  their  Wivos, 
no  ,uiv\  iiib',  pas.s  their  time  in  Frivolity — View  of  the  interior  and  Social 
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OF 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


» 

7mt  M!»T<>UY  OF  NEW  YORK  NATURALLY  DIVIDES  ITSELF  INTO  THREE 

ma«'Ds  OF  Ti}dE:—?'irst — from  its  settlement  by  the  dutch  to 

rt«  r>-f:M\NKNT  OCCUPANCY  BY  THE  ENGLISH  ; SeCOUd — FROM  THE  ENG- 
LISH CONQUEST  TO  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR;  AND,  Third 
~FUOM  ITS  EVACUATION  BY  THE  BRITISH  DOWN  TO  THE  PRESENT  DAY. 


FIRST  PERIOD. 

1598-1()74. 

T '.tli-ment  of  New  York  Island  by  tbe  Dutch,  and  its  permanent  occupancy 

by  the  English. 

CHAPTER  I. 

IT  the  ,1^0 neraT belief  that  the  first  landing  made  on 
\ . rk  I -land,  or  the  Island  of  Manhattan,”  as  it  was 
'•%  n r iiiod,  was  by  Hendrick  Hudson,  in  1609. 
i .*1!“'.  liowever,  is  not  the  case;  since  the  earliest 
r»*t>»rd'i  extant  state  that  as  early  as  1598,  a few  Holland- 
•T-.  in  the  employ  of  a Greenland  Company,  were  in  the 
hibit  ol  resorting  to^  New  Netherlands  (/.  New  York), 
*e»t,  it  is  true,  with  the  design  of  ejecting  a settlement,  but 
u'DTuly  to  secure  shelter  during  the  winter  months.  With 
*-•  " v,u\v  they  built  two  small  forts  to  protect  themselves 
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THE  “ ITALF-MOOX.” 

the  land.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch  East  India 
Company,  who  had  commissioned  him  to  seek  a passage 
to  the  East  Indies  by  the  north  side  of  Nova  Zembla. 
Having,  however,  found  the  sea  at  that  part  full  of  ice,  be 
turned  the  prow  of  his  little  vessel,  the  JUilf-Moon^  west- 
ward, and.  after  a month's  cruise,  reached  the  great  Bank 
of  Newfoundland  on  the  2d  of  Jul}’  Thence  he  sailed 


10  HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

against  the  Indians.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  remains  im- 
\ disputed,  that  to  Hudson  belongs  the  honor  of  being  the 

first  who  directed  public  attention  to  the  Island  of  Man- 
hattan as  an  advantageous  point  for  a trading  port  in  the 
New  World. 

1609  April,  1609,  the  great  navigator 

sailed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Amsterdam,  and  ‘ by 
twelve  of  ye  clocke'’  of  the  6th  he  was  two  leagues  off 
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.,>{ithw:n(l  to  the  James  River,  Virginia,  and  again  alter- 
m-  lii>  cuurse--still  in  pursuit  of  a new  channel  to  India — 


ht‘  coasted  along  the  shores  of  New  Jersey,  and  on  the  2d 
Se])tern})er,  1009,  cast  anchor  inside  of  Sandy  Hook. 
The  tt^pography  of  New  York  Island,  as  it  was  first 
seen  by  Hudson,  was  as  follows  : 

“ I he  lower  part  of  it  consisted  of  wood-crowned  hills 
and  beautiful  grassy  valleys,  including  a chain  of  swamps 
and  marshes  and  a deep  pond.  Northward,  it  rose  into  a 
reeky,  high  ground.  The  sole  inhabitants  were  a tribe 
dusky  Indians, — an  ofikshoot  from  the  great  nation  of 
the  Lenni  Lenape,  WI19  inhabited  the  vast  territory  bounded 
by  the  Penobscot  and  Potomac,  the  Atlantic  and  Missis- 
sippi,— dwelling  in  the  clusters  of  rude  wigwams  that 
'i^'tted  here  and  there  the  surface  of  the  country.  The 
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rivers  that  gird  the  Island  were  as  yet  unstirred  by  the 
keels  of  ships,  and  the  bark  canoes  of  the  native  Man- 
hattans-  held  sole  possession  of  the  peaceful  waters. 

The  face  of  the  country,  more  particularly  described, 
was  gently  undulating,  presenting  every  variety  of  hill 
and  dale,  of  brook  and  rivulet.  The  upper  part  of  the 
Island  was  rocky,  and  covered  by  a dense  forest ; the  lower 
part  grassy,  and  rich  in  wild  fruits  and  flowers.  Grapes 
and  strawberries  grew  in  abundance  in  the  fields,  and  nuts 
of  various  kinds  were  plentiful  in  the  forests,  w^hich  were 

also  filled  with  abundance  of  game.  The  brooks  and 

• ^ ^ ^ 

ponds  were  swarming  with  fish,  and  the  soil  was  of  lux- 
uriant fertility.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Tombs  ’’ 
was  a deep,  clear,  and  beautiful  pond  of  fresh  water  (with 
a picturesque  little  island  in  the  middle) — so  deep,  indeed, 
that  it  could  have  floated  the  largest  ship  in  our  navy, — 
which  was  for  a long  time  deemed  bottomless  by  its  pos- 
sessors. This  was  fed  by  large  springs  at  the  bottom, 
which  kept  its  waters  fresh  and  tlowdng,  and  had  its  out- 
let in  a little  stream  that  flowed  into  the  East  River, 
near  the  foot  of  James  street.  Smaller  ponds  dotted  the 
Island  in  various  places,  two  of  which,  lying  near  each 
other,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  corner  of  the  Bowery 
and  Grand  street,  collected  the  waters  of  the  high  grounds 
which  surrounded  them.  To  the  north-west  of  the  Fresh 
Water  Pond,  or  ‘‘Kolck,’’  as  it  afterwards  came  to  be 
called,  beginning  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Hudson 
River  Railroad  and  Freight  Depot  (formerly  St.  John’s 
Park),  and  extending  to  the  nortlnvard  over  an  area  of 
some  seventy  acres,  lay. an  immense  marsh,  filled  with 
reeds  and  brambles,  and  tenanted  with  frogs  and  water- 
snakes.  A little  ^rivulet  connected  this  marsh  with  the 
Fresh  Water  Pond,  which  was  also  connected — bv  the 
stream  wdiich  formed  its  outlet — with  another  strip  of 
marshy  land,  covering  the  region  now  occupied  by  James, 
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('lierrv,  and  the  adjacent  streets.  ° An  unbroken  chain  of 
waters  was  thus  stretched  across  the  Island  from  James 
at  the  south-east  to  Canal  street  at  the  north-west. 
An  inlet  occupied  the  place  of  Broad  street,  a marsh  cov- 


t‘re<!  the  vicinity  of  Ferry  street,  Rutgers  street  formed 
I he  center  of  another  marsh,  and  a long  line  of  meadows 
and  swampy  ground  stretched  to  the  northward  along  the 
ea.<ti*rn  shore. 

‘‘Tlie  highest  line  of  lands  lay  along  Broadway,  from 
tiie  Battery  to  the  northernmost  part  of  the  Island,  form- 
ing its  backbone,  and  sloping  gradually  to  the  east  and 
West.  On  the  corner  of  Grand  street  and  Broadway  was 
a high  hill,  commanding  a view  of  the  whole  Island,  end 
Jailing  olf  gradually  to  the  Fresh  Water  Pond.  To  the 
“<*utli  and  west,  the  country,  in  the  intervals  of  the 
marches,  was  of  great  beauty  — rolling,  grassy,  fertile, 
and  well  watered.  A high  range  of  sand  hills  traversed 
a [>art  of  the  Island,  from  Yarick  and  Charlton  to  Eighth 
•’•nd  Greene  streets.  To  the  north  of  these  lay  a valley, 
Birougli  which  ran  a brook,  which  formed  the  outlet  of 
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the  springy  marshes  at  Washington  Square^  and  emptied 
into  the  North  River  at  the  foot  of  Harnmersly  street.^’  ^ 
Meanwhile,  Hudson,  having  explored  the  river  that 
bears  his  name  as  far  as  the  present  city  of  Albany,  set 
sail  on  the  4th  of  October  for  Europe,  bearing  the  news 
of  the  discovery  of  a new  country — the  opening  for  a new 
commerce  for  although  his  patrons  were  disappointed  in 
not  finding  a short  road  to  the  land  of  silks,  teas,  and 
spices,  still,  his  great  discovery  was  destined  to  open  in 
future  time  mines  of  wealth,  more  valuable  than  all  the 
imagined  riches  of  the  Celestial  Empire. 

At  that  period,  Holland  carried  on  a lucrative  trade 
with  the  East  Indies  and  Russia.  Every  year  they  dis- 
patched nearly  one  hundred  ships  to  Archangel  for  furs ; 
but  Hudson’s  glowdng  accounts  of  the  rich  peltry  he  had 
seen  in  the  newly-discovered  regions,  soon  turned  the 
attention  of  the  busy  Dutch  to  a country  where  these 
articles  could  be  purchased  without  the  taxes  of  custom- 
houses and  other  duties.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1610, 
a few  merchants  dispatched  another  vessel,  under 
the  command  of  the  Half-Moon^ s former  mate, 
to  traffic  in  furs  with  the  Indians.  This  venture 
metwdth  such  success,  that,  two  years  after,in  1612, 
the  Fortune  and  the  Tujer^  commanded,  respect- 
ively, by  Hendrick  Christiaensen  and  xVdrien  Block,  sailed 
on  a trading  voyage  to  the  “Mauritius  River,”  as  the 
Hudson  was  first  named.  The  following  year,  also,  three 
more  vessels,  commanded  by  Captains  De  Witt,  Yolckert- 
sen,  and  Wey,  sailed  from  Amsterdam  and  Hoven  on  a 
similar  adv^enture.  These  were  the  beginnings  of  the 
important  fur  trade,  which  was,  ere  long,  to  be  a chief 
source  of  wealth  to  Holland  and  America.  It  was  now 
determined  to  open  a regular  communication  with  the 
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nrwl\Mlisc'overed  region,  and  to  make  the  Island  of  Maii- 
^ li.at  in  the  depot  of  the  fur  trade  in  America.  It  was 
;ih*i  re.^olvcd  to  establish  permanent  agents  here  for  the 
p.ir»‘}m"e  and  collection  of  skins,  while  the  vessels  were 
their  voyages  to  and  from . Holland.  Captain  Hen- 
dih/k  rhristiaensen  became  the  first  agent,  and  built  a 
r.-lnuht,  with  four  small  houses,  on  ground  which,  it  is 
-aiil.  is  now  the  site  of  No.  39  Broadway. 

A little  navy  was  commenced  about  the  same  period 
ter  r.iptain  Adrien  Block,  one  of  the  vessels  of  which 
u i*.  a»*.-ideiitally  burned,  just  on  the  eve  of  his  departure 
Holland.  Having  abundant  materials,  however,  in 
t!  f dand  of  Manhattan,  he  finished  another;  and,  in  the 
\ u\\:  «»f  Jdl4,  launched  the  first  vessel  ever  built 
iti  Ni*w  Amsterdam.  She  was  named  the  HestlesSj 
a \aclit  of  sixteen  tons — a name  prophetic  of  the  ever- 
tn-y  and  future  great  city.  The  entire  winter  passed  in 
iuil'iin^  tlie  vessel,  the  Indians  kindly  supplying  the 
-trangiTs  with  food.  Such  were  the  earliest  movements 
’«!  1‘ommerce  in  New  Netherlands  two  centuries  and  a 
half  ago! 

.\  ti‘w  months  before  Captain  Block’s  return  to  IIol- 
i ihr  States-General  of  the  Netherlands,  with  a view 
. * n<  oura!iing  emigration,  passed  an  ordinance  granting 
o,  -.(-tiviTers  of  new  countries  the  exclusive  privilege 
if  i lin-^af  Manhattan  during  four  years.  Accordingly, 
mma’hants  who  had  sent  out  the  first  expedition  had 
i map  made  of  all  the  country  between  Canada  and  Vir- 
r n-.t.  a-  the  wliole  new  region  was  called,  and,  claiming 
‘ liie  original  discoverers,  petitioned  the  Government 
' r the  }m»mised  monopoly.  Their  petition  was  giMiited ; 

’-I  ^*n  tlie  1 1th  of  Och)bcr,  1G14,  they  obtained  a charter 
: r the  ex(‘lusive  right  ol  trade  on  the  territory  within 
'‘la-  Puh  amlloth  degrees  of  north  latitude.  The  charter 
• ioritade  all  other  p)ersons  to  interi’ere  with  this  mo- 
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nopoly,  in  the  penalty  of  confiscating  both  vessels  and 
cargoes^  with  a fine  also  of  50,000  Dutch  ducats  for  the 
benefit  of  the  charter’s  grantees.  The  new  province  first 
formally  received  the  name  of  New  Nethcrland  in  this 
document ; and  Dutch  merchants,  associating  themselves 
under  the  name  of  the  United  New  Netherland  Com- 
pany,” straightway  prepared  to  conduct  their  operations 
on  a more  extensive  scale.  Trading  parties  to  the  in- 
terior hastened  to  collect  furs  from  the  Indians,  and  de- 
posit them  at  Forts  Nassau  (Albany)  and  Manhattan. 

, Jacob  Eelkins,  a shrewd  trader,  received  the  appointment 
of  agent  at  the  former  place,  where  the  first  one.  Captain 
Christiaensen,  had  been  murdered  by  an  Indian.  This 
was  the  first  murder  ever  recorded  in  the  new  province. 

In  the  year  1617,  a formal  treaty  of  peace  and 
alliance  was  concluded  between  the  Dutch  and 
the  powerful  nation  of  the  Iroquois.  The  pipe  of  peace 
was  smoked,  and  the  hatchet  buried  in  the  earth,  on  the 
present  site  of  Albany.  This  treaty,  as  may  readily  be 
imagined,  greatly  increased  the  prosperity  of  the  Dutch 
traders,  who  had  hitherto  occupied  Manhattan  merely  by 
the  sufferance  of  the  Indians.  Their  agents  accordingly 
at  once  extended  their  trips  further  into  the  interior, 

' obtaining  on  each  trip  valuable  furs  in  exchange  for  the 
muskets  and  ammunition  so  much  coveted  by  the  na- 
tives. This  trade  became  so  profitable,  that  when  the 
charter  of  the  United  New  Netherland  Company  expired, 
in  1618,  they  petitioned  for  a renewal,  but  failing  to  ob- 
tain it,  they  continued  their  trade  two  or  three  years 
longer,  under  a special  license. 

Up  to  this  period,  the  Hollanders  had  considered 
Manhattan  as  a^  trading  post  only,  and  dwelt  in  mere 
temporary  huts  of  rude  construction.  But  the  British 
now  explored  the  American  coast,  claiming  the  whole 
region  between  Canada  and  Virginia,  from  the  xVtlantic 
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! * tiie  Pacilie  Ocean,  and  the  Dutch,  consequently,  be- 
\ pin  to  realize  the  importance  of  securing  their  American 
in  the  new  province.  The  English  Puritans, 
heariuLC  glowing  accounts  of  New  Netherland,  requested 
|H‘nui--sion  to  emigrate  thither  with  their  families.  But 
the  State.^-Geiieral,  having  other  plans  in  view,  refused 
tlie  pra\XTs  of  the  Puritans.  They  thought  it  better 
p»iiey  t«)  supply  the  new  province  with  their  own  coun- 
trvuien,  ami  on  the  3d  of  June,  1G21,  granted  a 
i barter  to  the  West  India  Company  for  twenty 

whieli  conferred  upon  that  body  the  exclusive 
• iunMlieiion  over  New  Netherland.  It  may  well  be  ques- 
tauani  whether  the  States-General  acted  wisely  in  the 
t ajr-e  thus  pursued.  Had  they  filled  the  land,  as  the 
Knu'li'*h  were  doing,  with  crowds  of  hardy,  moral  emi- 
krr.iuts  and  pioneers — farmers  with  their  cattle  and  hus- 
hiieiry  — the  Dutch  settlements  would  have  advanced 
wiiii  far  greater  rapidity.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may, 
the  We.-t  India  Company  no  sooner  became  possessed  of 
tile  charter,  than  it  at  once  became  a power  in  the  new 
‘••aintry.  Having  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  and  com- 
mfi'ce  in  the  Atlantic,  from  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  to  the 
t'ape  of  Good  Hope  upon  the  Eastern  Continent,  and  from 
N»*wfoimdland  to  Magellan  Straits  on  the  Western,  its 
inlhirnce  over  this  immense  territory  was  almost  bound- 
h'-s  iiwnakmg  contracts  w'itli  the  Indians,  building  forts, 
aJniinistering  justice,  and  appointing  pul)lic  officers.  In 
return,  the  chartered  Company  pledged  itself  to  colonize 
the  new  territory.  The  government  of  this  association 
w.is  voted  in  live  separate  chambers  or  1)oards  of  manage- 
ment, in  live  of  the  principal  Dutch  cities,  viz:  Amsterdam, 
MiJdleburg,  Dordrecht,^one  in  North  Holland,  and  one  in 
1‘rie.dand.  The  details  of  its  management  were  intrusted 
to  an  executive  board  of  nineteen,  commonly  called  the 

. of  jX/ncleen.  The  States-General  further  promis- 
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cd,  on  their  part,  to  give  the  Company  a million  of  guild 
ers,  and  in  case  of  war,  to  supply  ships  and  men.  Mean- 
while, the  Puritans,  not  disheartened,  reached  Plymouth 
Rock,  and  thus  convej'ed  their  faith  and  traffic  to  the 
shores  of  New  England,  where  they  continue  to  this  day. 

The  West  India  Company  now  began  to  colonize  the 
new  province  with  fresh  zeal.  The  Amsterdam  Chamber  in 
1623,  fitted  out  a ship  of  250  tons,  the  New  Nether- 
lands in  which  thirty  families  embarked  for  the 
distant  territory  whose  name  she  bore.  Captain  Wey 
commanded  the  expedition,  having  been  appointed  the 


1623. 
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first  dire(‘tnr  of  the  provinr(‘.  M<\'<t  of  these  colonists 
were  ur  Fivnrh  Protestants,  from  the  borders 
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(»f  France  and  Belgium,  who  sought  in  a strange  land  a 
refuge  from  religious  persecutions. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  New  Netherlands  a new  era  in  the 
domestic  history  of  the  settlement  began.  Soon  saw-mills 
supplied  the  necessary  timber  for  comfortable  dwellings, 
in  the  place  of  the  bark-huts  built  after  the  Indian  fash- 
ion, The  new  buildings  were  generally  one-story  high, 
with  two  rooms  on  a floor,  and  a thatched  roof  garret. 
From  the  want  of  brick  and  mortar  the  chimneys  were 
constructed  of  wood.  The  interior  was,  as  a matter  of 
course,* very  scantily  supplied  with  furniture — the  great 
chest  from  Fatherlands  with  its  prized  household  goods, 
being  the  most  imposing  article.  Tables  were  generally 
the  heads  of  barrels  placed  on  end;  rough  shelves  con- 
stituted the  cupboard;  and  chairs  ^vere  logs  of  wood 
rough-hewn  from  the  forest.  To  complete  the  furniture, 
there  was  the  well  known  “ Sloap  Bancks^  or  sleeping- 
bench — the  bedstead—where  lay  the  boast,  the  pride,  the 
comfort  of  a Dutch  housekeeper,  the  feather-bed.  Around 
the  present  Battery  and  Coenties  Slip  and  Bowling  Green 
were  the  houses,  a few  of  which  were  surrounded  by  gar- 
dens. The  fruit-trees  often  excited  the  thievish  propen- 
sities of  the  natives ; and  one  devastating  war  followed 
the  shooting  of  an  Indian  girl  while  stealing  peaches 
iiom  an  orchard  on  Broadway,  near  the  present  Bowling 
Green.  Meanwhile,  commerce  kept  pace  with  the  new 
iiouses;  and  the  staunch  ship,  the  New  Netherlands  re- 
turned to  Holland  with  a cargo  of  furs  valued  at  $12,000. 

Anxious  to  fulfill  its  part  of  the  agreement,  the  West 
India  Company^  in  1625,  also  sent  out  to  Manhat- 
tan three  ships  and  a yacht,  containing  a large 
number  of  families  arrived  with  farming  implements,  and 
one  hundred  and  three  head  of  cattle.  Fearing  the 
cattle  might  be  lost  in  the  surrounding  forests,  the  set- 
ters landed  them  on  Nutten’s  (Governor’s)  Island,  but 


ex 


.Y 


A u / r/  3 Yx  f o T 0 r 8 1 h 


- j; 


q j 1 i)i  a;<Wl  ^v. j.,-,: 
Yii ) lift rr/ ,i;i  i : * i d > i // 

e{Oat~f/.W?  ivi:'?.  - ■ poUid  >;j;  I 

^^5airfc*Y.-b.  9kii:;io1[fiiw  *l^.,;>;;d.rfilx  ^^pp5f'  r^^jou ^ Oil:?  ••b‘Mfqq^>. 
‘I'-ijj-.aifi'biji  IfW  feiwsJ-iHind:-,-.  Tt  -^o  oo  •‘,|  yd?  ni 

. : '^;kl  ■■>;«.  rk^-i.'ii^jD  -.v l|/;UOii.'.i^'- u i»vf  w;.M nf  T .oui 

/ijao'i; be>dYi^:>^  ,;:  ^ rdm^Ok  oni  dU'H 

0Bmy^m0}uuk>  tScfj  ihiimx  w . U^fp^i  mar^ 

' ■ bijLdqqtj'? : nlkim'- 

, ■ b^xhr  - ' • ' ' jKOi!» 

., , ? 


^0-0t;  1- ./ L>-,< j.  hj  isi trr!.j>d  •.’It* ' rfb/itnf  o i: i I 


YY1Y  !>n'P- 


ijH,!  ^XiJ 


• i 1 1 - ‘>!^(|qxod'  ■ /.!'  4Kt)"'  ■ d aion'l  nwsii-i 


Ymd} 


t?Bha  t h 7id  :.r£^.lv'--.--f‘!Y/'-t>rj.J  Of.li— i'l;:r{ 

'■aiJOlA  y.  iiYti-T^dlndi  , xj  - 'to 

nOmQ  r/-M-^dw'  qM^-^oHirJoO  .bitYi  Jao>vr:Y  Oiii 

Jy  V,  Ymrto^- y.  ,^^'Y.Y>jf  '■■>.'■'  M-j'.fV/ 

^>dT  .^4y1»  : 

fit<  oao  t‘-ij  'h  gotliV,' 

''%|i^K|  ' ■ / j;'kr  YI:  H?g.  aW'^H  O^T;  “ 

...  j. [;.?:'■  uo  ■i>f.^<ftir-[  • Lii " 7nOiS B »jfeiife?6'  flii'iauU'  . 

ihk/-  o \',M  tOMyi  ':)/n<M»:fTKX-  .:Y;nO‘j*in 


“^1.  '.  •V»'' 


j^>‘;;^'3r'?>  9ii'  I/zo 


**'^'*'  ’ '•rlv/  iujjdkvll  rJ-Jr-j  j-:;'? 


o4l'>fcfiit^*Vf^d''3f4^  'io  J;ji;f|  rtd  ?lfl ■ • 
j-  - tii’'  ulf:  a'  ;/fj^:.Y-t;  H 


^:> U:  ^ ' fill , in  ' : » - f 


•^n  , /difYiilS^/-:!  :-'rhi'Yr'  4ibV  }j^i::ii 


4^>.c  ^>fh 


■d  ■/ 


20 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


afterward  conveyed  them  to  Manhattan.  Two  more  ves- 
sels shortly  after  arrived  from  Holland,  and  the  settle- 
ment soon  numbered  some  200  persons,  and  gave  promise 
of  permanency. 

In  the  year  1C24,  Wey  returned  to  Holland,  and  was 
succeeded  in  the  Directorship  by  William  Yerhulst.  The 
latter,  however,  did  not  long  enjoy  the  emoluments  of 
office,  fur  at  the  end  of  a year  he  also  was  recalled,  and 
Peter  Minuit  appointed,  in  his  place^  Director-General  of 
New  Netherland,  with  full  power  to  organize  a provisional 
, government.  He  arrived  May  4,  1G26,  in  the  ship 

Adi*ian  Joris,  captain.  The  first  seal  was 
now  granted  to  the  province,  having  for  a crest,  a beaver, 
than  which,  for  a coat  of  arms,  nothing  could  have  been 
more  appropriate.  It  was  iitting  that  the  earliest  Hol- 
landers of  the  Empire  City '''  should  thus  honor  the 
animal  that  was  flxst  enriching  them  in  their  newly- 
adopted  home. 

To  the  credit  of  Director  Minuit,  be  it  said,  the  very 
first  act  of  his  administration  was  to  purchase  in  an  open 
and  honorable  manner  the  Island  of  Manhattan  from  tlie 
Indians  for  sixty  guilders,  or  twenty-four  dollars.  The 
Island  itself  was  estimated  to  contain  22,000  acres.  The 
price  paid,  it  is  true,  was  a mere  trifle,  but  the  purchase 
itself  was  lawful  and  satisiactory  to  the  aboriginal  owners 
—a  fiict  which  cannot  be  truly  said  in  regard  to  other 
regions  taken  from  the  Indians. 

To  assist  him  in  carrying  out  his  instructions,  the 
Director  was  furnished  with  an  Executive  Council.  The 
latter  body  was,  in  turn,  assisted  by  the  Koopman^  wlio 
acted  as  Secretary  to  tlie  province  and  book-keeper  of  the 
public  warehouse,^  Last  of  all,  came  the  Schout- Fiscal,  a 
civil  f ictotum,  half  sherilT  and  attorney-general,  executive 
officer  of  the  Council,  and  general  custom-house  official. 
Thus  earlv  had  the  Dutch  an  eve  to  the  ‘mnain  chance.^’ 
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the  export  of  furs  that  year  (1G26)  amounting  to  $19,000, 
and  giving  promise  of  a constant  increase. 

Some  thirty  rudely-constructed  log-houses  at  this 
time  extended  along  the  shores  of  the  East  River,  which, 
with  a block-house,  a horse-mill,  and  the  Company’s  ” 
tliatched  stone  building,  constituted  the  City  of  New 
York  two  hundred  and  forty-two  years  ago.  A clergy- 
man or  school-master  was  as  yet  unknown  in  the  infant 
colony.  Every  settler  had  his  own  cabin  and  cows,  tilled 
his  land,  or  traded  with  the  Indians^ — all  were  busy,  like 
their  own  emblem,  the  beaver. 

In  the  year  1629,  the  “ Charter  of  Privileges 
and  Exemptions  ” was  granted  in  Holland,  and 
patroons  were  allowed  to  settle  in  the  new  colony.  This 
important  document  transplanted  the  old  feudal  tenure 
and  burdens  of  Continental  Europe  to  the  free  soil  of 
America.  The  proposed  Patrooneries  were  only  transcripts 
of  the  Seigneuries  and  Lordships  so  common  at  that  period, 
and  which  the  French  were,  at  the  same  time,  establish- 
ing in  Canada.  In  that  province,  even  at  the  present 
day^  the  feudal  appendages  of  jurisdiction,  pre-emption 
rights,  monopolies  of  mines,  minerals,  and  waters, 'with 
hunting,  fishing,  and  fowling,  form  a part  of  the  civil  law. 
Pursuing,  however,  a more  liberal  policy,  the  grantees  of 
the  charter  to  the  New  Netherland  patroons  secured  the 
Indian’s  right  to  his  native  soil,  at  the  same  time  that 
they  enjoined  schools  and  churches. 

Meanwhile,  the  settlement  of  New  Netherland,  con- 
tinuing to  prosper,  soon  became  the  principal  depot  for 
the  fur  and  coasting  trade  of, the  patroons.  The  latter 
were  obliged  to  land  all  their  cargoes  at  Fort  Amsterdam  ; 
and  the  years  1629-’o0,  the  imports  from  old 
Amsterdam  amounted’  to  113,000  guilders,  and 
the  exports  from  Manhattan  exceeded  130,000.  The 
Company  reserved  the  exclusive  right  to  the  fur  trade, 
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and  imposed  a duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  trade  of 
the  pair 00 ns. 

The  inhabitants,  in  order  not  to  be  idle,  turned  their 
attention,  with  fresh  zeal,  to  ship-building,  and  with  so 
much  success,  that  as  early  as  1G31,  New  Amster- 
dam had  become  the  metropolis  of  the  New  AYorld, 
The  Neiv  Netherlands  a ship  of  800  tons,  was  built  at 
Manhattan,  and  dispatched  to  Holland — an  important 
event  of  the  times,  since  the  vessel  was  one  of  the  largest 
merchantmen  of  the  world.  It  was  a very  costly  experi- 
ment, however^  and  was  not  soon  repeated.  Emigrants 
from  all  nations  now  began  to  flock  into  the  ne%v  colony. 
They  were  principally  induced  to  come  by  the  liberal  offers 
of  the  Dutch  Company,  who  transported  them  in  its  own 
vessels  at  the  cheap  rate  of  twelve  and  a half  cents  per 
diem  for  passage  and  stores ; giving  them,  also,  as  a still 
further  inducement,  as  much  land  as  they  could  cultivate. 
Nor  were  these  the  only  reasons  which  caused  so  many  to 
leave  their  Fatherland.  With  a wise  and  liberal  policy, 
totally  different  from  that  of  its  eastern  neighbors,  the 
Dutch  province  allowed  the  fullest  religious  toleration. 
The  Walloons,  Calvinists,  Huguenots,  Quakers,  Catholics, 
and  Jews,  found  a safe  home  in  New  Netherland,  and  laid 
the  broad  and  solid  foundation  of  that  tolerant  character 
ever  since  retained  bj'  the  City  of  New  York  In  her 
streets  and  broad  avenues  may  be  seen,  on  any  Sabbath, 
Jews,  Gentiles,  and  Christians,  worshipping  God  in  their 
sacred  temples,  “according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 
consciences.” 

In  the  meantime  tjie  Directors  of  the  West  India 
Company  calculated,  with  the  strong  aid  of  the  patroons, 
upon  colonizing  the  new  country,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
securing  the  important  free  trade  in  their  own  hands. 
But  they  were  met,  almost  at  the  outset,  with  serious 
opposition  from  that  class  who,  not  content  with  a nega- 
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tive  policy,  took  active  measures  seriously  to  injure  this 
tratlic.  From  the  first,  the  object  of  the  patroons  had 
seemed  to  be  a participation  in  the  Indian  trade,  rather 
than  the  colonization  of  the  country;  and  they  had  even 
claimed  the  privilege  of  trafficking  with  the  Indians  from 
Florida  to  Newfoundland,  according  to  their  charter  of 
1G29.  This  extensive  trade  the  West  India  Company 
justly  considered  an  interference  with  their  vested  rights 
and  interests,  and  no  time  was  lost  in  presenting  their 
complaints  to  the  States-General.  That  body  thereupon 
adopted  new  articles,  the  effect  of  which  was  essentiallv 
to  limit  the  privileges  already  granted  to  the  patroons. 
This  misunderstanding  had  the  effect  of  interrupting,  for 
a time,  the  efforts  making  to  colonize  and  advance  the 
new  country.  At  length,  in  1632,  both  parties  be- 
came in  a complete  state  of  antagonism  as  to  their 
privileged  charters,  and,  for  a little  time,  a civil  war 
seemed  inevitable.  In  the  same  year  (1632),  Peter  Minuit, 
the  Director,  it  will  be  remembered,  of  New  Netherland, 
was  suspected  of  favoring  the  patroons^  and  was  recalled 
from  his  Directorship.  He  returned  to  Holland  in  the 
ship  Ecndragt  (which  had  brought  over  his  dismissal), 
which  carried  also  a return  cargo  of  5,000  beaver-skins— 
an  evidence  of  the  colony’s  commercial  prosperit3^  The 
vessel,  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  put  into  the  harbor  of 
Plymouth,  where  she  was  retained  on  the  ground  of  hav- 
ing illegall}"  interfered  with  English  monopolies.  This 
arrest  of  the  Dutch  trader  led  to  a correspondence  between 
the  rival  powers,  in  which  the  respective  claims  of  each 
were  distinctly  set  forth.  The  Hollanders  claimed  the 
province  on  tlie  following  grounds : 1st.  Its  discovery  b\^ 
them  in  the  year  1609 ; 2d.  The  return  of  their  people  in 
1610;  3d.  The  grant  of  a trading  charter  in  1614;  4th. 
The  maintenance  of  a fort,  until  1621,  when  the  West 
Iiaha  Company  was  organized;  and,  5lh  Their  purchase 
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of  the  land  from  the  Indians.  The  English,  on  the  con- 
trary, defended  their  right  of  possession  on  the  ground  of 
the  prior  discovery  by  Cabot,  and  the  patent  of  James  I. 
to  the  Plymouth  Company.  The  Indians,  they  argued,  as 
wanderers,  were  not  the  hona  fide  owners  of  the  land,  and 
hence,  had  no  right  to  dispose  of  it ; consecpiently,  their 
titles  must  be  invalid.  But  England,  being  at  this  period 
just  on  the  eve  of  a civil  war,  was  in  no  condition  to  en- 
force her  claims ; and  she,  therefore,  having  released  the 
Eendragt^  contented  herself  with  the  mere  assumption  of 
authority — reserving  the  accomplishment  of  her  designs 
until  a more  convenient  season. 

At  length,  in  the  month  of  April,  1G33,  the 
ship  Soutberg  reached  Manhattan  with  Wouter 
Van  Twiller,  the  new  Director-General  (or  Governor)  and 
a military  force  of  one  hundred  and  four  soldiers,  together 
with  a Spanish  caraval,  captured  on  the  way.  Among  the 
passengers,  also,  came  Dominie  Everardus  Bogardi  > and 
Adam  Roelandsen,  the  first  regular  clergyman  and  school- 
master of  New  Amsterdam.  A church  now  became  indis- 
pensable ; and  the  room  over  the  horse-mill,  where  prayers 
had  been  regularly  read  for  sevxn  years,  was  abandoned  for 
a rude,  wooden  church,  on  Pearl,  between  Whitehall  and 
Broad  streets,  on  the  shore  of  the  East  River.  This  was 
the  first  Reformed  Dutch  Cliurch  in  the  city ; and  near 
by  were  constructed  the  parsonage  and  the  Dominie’s  sta- 
bles. The  grave-yard  was  laid  out  on  Broadway,  in  the 

vicinitv  of  Morris  street. 

«/ 

Van  Twiller  occupied  ‘‘  Farm  No.  1”  of  the  Company, 
which  extended  from  Wall  to  Hudson  street.  “ Farm 
No.  3,”  at  Greenwich,  he  appropriated  as  his  tobacco  plan- 
tiition.  The  new  Governor  and  the  Dominie  did  not  har- 
monize. B?)  gardus  having  interfered  in  public  concerns, 
which  Van  Twiller  resented,  the  f)rmer,  from  his  pulpit, 
pronounced  the  Governor  a Child  of  Satan.”  This, 
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doubtless,  was  very  true,  but  the  Child  of  Satan”  became 
so  incensed,  that  he  never  entered  the  church-door  again. 
In  1038,  “for  slandering  the  Rev.  E.  Bogardus,” 
an  old  record  states,  “ a woman  was  obliged  to 
appear  at  the  sound  of  a bell,  in  the  fort,  before  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  and  say  that  she  knew  he  was  honest 
and  pious,  and  that  she  had  lied  falsely.” 

Van  Twiller  had  been  promoted  from  a clerkship  in 
the  Company’s  warehouse,  and  seems  to  have  been  a very 
incompetent  Governor.  He  probably  obtained  the  place, 
not  fropa  fitness,  but  from  the  same  means  which  act  in 
similar  cases  at  the  present  day,  viz.,  political  influence, 
arising  from  the  flict  that  he  had  married  the  daughter 
of  Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  the  wealthy  pa 

The  Company  had  authorized  him  to  fortify  the  depots 
of  the  fur  trade.  Accordinglv,  the  fort  on  the  Batterv, 
commenced  in  the  year  1026,  w^as  rebuilt,  and  a mard- 
house  and  barracks  prepared  for  the  soldiers.  Several 
brick  and  stone  dwellings  were  erected  within  the  fort,  and 
three  wind-mills,  used  to  grind  the  grain  necessarv  for  the 
garrison,  .on  the  southwest  bastion  of  the  fort.  African 
slaves  were  the  laborers  principally  engaged  upon  these 
improvements.  At  a subsequent  period,  when  these  slaves 
had  grown  old,  they  petitioned  the  authorities  for  their 
freedom,  and  recounted  their  services  at  the  time  men- 
tioned in  support  of  their  application,  in  proof  of  which 
they  presented  a certificate  given  them  by  their  overseer : 
“ That,  during  the  administration  of  Van  Twiller,  he  (Ja- 
cob Stoffelsen),  as  overseer  of  the  Company’s  negroes,  was 
continually  employed  with  said  negroes  in  the  construction 
of  Fort  Amsterdam,  which  was  finished  in  1035 ; 
and  that  the  negroes  assisted  in  chopping  trees  for 
the  big  house,  making  and  splitting  palisades,  and  other 
work.”  The  “big  house”  here  referred  to  was'  the  Gov- 
ernor's residence:  It  was  built  of  brick,  and  was, 
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doubt,  a substantial  edifice,  as  it  is  found  to  have  served 
for  the  residence  of  successive  chiefs  of  the  colony  during 
all  the  Dutch  era,  and  for  a tew  years  subsequent. 

In  respect  to  the  walls  of  the  fort,  they  were  in  no 
wise  improved  by  the  incompetent  Van  Twiller,  except 
the  northwest  bastion,  which  was  faced  with  stone.  The 
other  parts  of  the  walls  were  simply  banks  of  earth  with- 
out ditches ; nor  were  they  even  surrounded  by  a fence  to 
keep  off  the  goats  and  other  animals  running  at  large  in 
the  town.  When  Governor  Kieft  arrived  in  .1638, 

1638*  ' 

as  Van  Twiller’s  successor,  he  found  the  fort  in  a 
’decayed  state,  opening  on  every  side,  so  that  nothing 
could  obstruct  going  in  or  coming  out,  except  at  the  stone 
point.’’  Nevertheless,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  fort  ex- 
ercised a very  salutary  influence  in  keeping  the  Indians 
at  a respectful  distance.*  | 

In  1633,  the  commercial  importance  of  New 
Amsterdam  was  increased  by  the  grant  of  the 
‘‘  Staple  Right,”  a sort  of  feudal  privilege  similar  to  the 
institutions  of  the  Fatherland.  By  it,  all  vessels  trading 
along  the  coast,  or  sailing  on  the  rivers,  were  obliged 
either  to  discharge  their  cargoes  at  the  port,  or  pay  cer- 
tain duties.  This  soon  became  a valuable  right,  as  it  gave 
to  New  Amsterdiim  the  commercial  monopoly  of  the 
whole  Dutch  province. 

A short  time  before  the  arrival  of  Governor  Van  Twil- 
ler, De  Vries,  whose  little  colony  at  Suaaendael,  Delaware, 

* In  1C41,  an  Indian  -war  broke  out,  and  ra<?ed  for  many  months,  resulting 
in  the  complete  devastation  of  most  of  the  farms  and  exposed  settlements,  even 
those  lying  within  a stone’s-throw  of  Fort  Amsterdam.  The  frightened  settlers 
fled  to  the  fort ; but  the  accommodation  in  the  fort  not  affording  them  an  ade- 
quate shelter,  they  established  their  cottages  as  close  as  possible  to  the  protect- 
ing ramparts.  Tjius  it  was  that  two  or  three  new  streets  were  formed  around 
the  southern  and  eastern  walls  of  the  fort.  After  the  danger  had  passed,  these 
buildings  were  allowed  to  remain,  and  grants  of  land  were  made  to  the  pos- 
6^'ssors.  Thus  was  formed  that  portion  of  the  present  Pearl  street  west  of 
Whitehall  street,  and  also  a portion  of  the  latter  street. — Valcntiiui  Manual. 
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had  been  cut  off  by  the  Indians,  returned  to  America  on 
a visit,  in  the  mammoth  ship  Neiv  Netlwiand,  A yacht, 
about  this  time,  also  arrived — the  English  ship,  William^ 
with  Jacob  Eelkins,  who  had  been  dismissed  from  his  office 
of  supercargo  by  the  Company,  in  1632.  Enraged  by  this 
dismissal,  he  had  entered  the  service  of  the  English,  and 
had  now  returned  to  promote  their  interests  in  the  fur 
trade  on  the  Mauritius  (Hudson)  River. 

This  was  a bold  act,  and  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the 
West  India  Company.  Accordingly,  Van  T wilier,  who, 
though  an  inefficient  Governor,  was  a thorough  merchant, 
and  understood  the  important  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade, 
refused  permission  for  the  vessel  to  proceed  further  on  its 
way.  His  demand  upon  Eelkins  for  his  commission  was 
refused  by  the  latter,  on  the  ground  that  he  occupied  Brit- 
ish territory,  and  would  sail  up  the  river  at  the  cost,  if 
need  be,  of  his  life.  Thereupon,  the  Director,  ordering  the 
national  flag  to  be  hoisted,  and  three  guns  fired  in  honor 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  forbade  him  to  proceed  further. 
But,  far  from  being  daunted  by  this  prohibition,  Eelkins 
answered  by  running  up,  in  his  turn,  the  British  colors, 
firing  a salute  for  King  Charles,  and  coolly  steering  up  the 
river  in  defiance  of  Fort  Amsterdam.  The  amazement  of 
Van  Twiller  at  the  audacity  of  the  ex-Dutch  Agent  may 
be  easily  imagined.  Astonished,  as  he  was,  at  this  daring 
act,  the  Director,  nevertheless,  proceeded  very  philosophi- 
cally : First,  he  summoned  all  the  people  in  front  of  the 
fort,  now  the  Bowling  Green ; next,  he  ordered  a cask  of 
wine,  and  another  of  beer ; then,  filling  his  own  glass,  he 
called  on  all  good  citizens  who  loved  the  Prince  of  Orange 
to  follow  his  patriotic  example,  and  drink  confusion  to  the 
English  Government  The  people,  of  course,  were  not 
•slow  in  obeying  this  reasonable  request ; indeed,  what 
moie  could  they  do,  for  the  English  ship  was  now  far  be- 
yond all  reach,  safely  pursuing  her  way  up  the  Hudson. 
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Still,  while  they  drank  his  wine,  they  were  deeply  morti- 
fied at  the  Governor’s  cowardice.  De  Vries  openly  accused 
him  with  it,  and  plainly  told  him,  if  it  had  been  his  case, 
he  should  have  sent  some  ‘•eight-pound  beans”  after  the 
impudent  Englishman,  and  helped  him^own  the  river 
again;  but  it  being  now  too  late  to  do  this,  he  should  send 
the  Soutberg  after  him,  and  drive  him  down  the  river. 
The  effect  of  this  advice  was  not  lost  upon  the  Governor; 
for,  a few  days  after.  Van  T wilier  sci’ewed  up  his  cour- 
age sufficiently  to  dispatch  an  armed  force  to  Fort  Orange 
(Albany),  where  Eelkins  had  pitched  his  tent,  and  where^ 
he  was  found  busily  engaged  in  trading  with  the  Inditins. 
The  Dutch  soldiers  quickly  destroyed  his  canvas  store, 
and,  reshipping  the  goods,  brought  the  vessel  back  to  Fort 
Amsterdam.  Eelkins  was  then  required  to  give  up  his 
peltry ; after  which  he  was  sent  to  sea,  with  the  warning 
never  again  to  interfere  with  the  Dutch  Government  trade. 

Meanwhile  the  settlement  at  Fort  Amsterdam — the  . 
New  York  embryo — continued  to  increase  and  prosper, 
men  of  enterprise  and  wealth  often  arriving.  Most  of 
these  came  from  the  Dutch  Netherlands,  and  thus  trans- 
ferred the  domestic  economy  and  habits  of  Holland  and 
the  Rhine  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  Ships  were  loaded 
with  bricks,  burnt  in  Holland ; and  at  first,  every  dwell- 
ing was  modeled  after  those  tliey  had  left,  and  with 
storerooms  for  trade,  like  tiiose  of  Amsterdam  and  other 
trading  towns  in  Fatherland.  Thus,  at  New  Amsterdam 
and  Fort  Orange  rows  of  houses  could  be  seen  built 
of  imported  brick,  with  thatched  roofs,  wooden  chimneys, 
and  their  gable  ends  alwa^'s  toward  the  street.  Inside 
were  all  the  neatness,  frugality,  order,  and  industry  which 
the  inmates  brought  from  their  native  land.  A few  of 
these  original, ♦veneralile  Dutch  homes  were  to  be  seen,  till 
>Yithin  a year  or  two,  in  this  city ; but  we  do  not  know  of 
a single  one  now.  Several  yet  remain  in  Albany ; and  it 
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is  almost  worth  a trip  there  to  see  these  striking  relics  of 
“ye  olden  time.”  Until  the  year  1642,  city  lots  and 
streets  were  unknown,  adventimers  and  settlers  selecting 
land  wherever  most  convenient  for  their  purpose.  Hence 
the  crooked  courses ^f  some  of  our  down-town  streets.* 


DUTCH  MANSION  cottage  in  new  AilSTERDAM. 


Cornelis  Dircksen  owned  a farm  by  the  present  Peck 
Slip,  and  ferried  passengers  across  the  East  River  for  the 
‘‘^mall  price  of  three  stivers,  in  u'ampiun.  At  that  time. 
Pearl  street  formed  the  bank  of  the  river — Water,  Front, 
and  South  street^  having  all  been  reclaimed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  trade  and  commerce.  The  old  wooden, 
’Shiupted  house,  one  of  the  last  venerable  relics  of  the  olden 
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time,  on  the  corner  of  Peck  Slip,  was  so  near  the  river 
that  a stone  could  easily  be  thrown  into  it.  Pearl,  it  is 
thought,  was  the  first  street  occupied,  the  first  houses 
being  built  there,  in  1633.  Bridge  street  came  next;  and 
a deed  is  stiff  in  existence  for  a lot  on  it,  thirty-four  by 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet,  for  the  sum  of  twenty-four 
guilders,  or  nine  dollars  and  sixty  cents.  This  is  the 
earliest  coyivejjance  of  city  property  on  record.  Whitehall, 
Stone,  Broad,  Beaver,  and  Marketfield  streets  were  opened 
soon  after.  In  the  year  1642,  the  first  grant  of  a 
• * city  lot,  east  of  the  fort  at  the  Battery,  was  made 

to  Hendiicksen  Kip.  During  the  next  year,  several  lots 
w^ere  granted  on  the  lower  end  of  “ Heere  Straat,”  as 
Broadway  was  then  named.  Martin  Krigier  was  the  first 
grantee  of  a lot  in  this  section,  opposite  the  Bowling 
Green,  which  contained  eighty-six  rods.  There  he  built 
the  well-known  Krigier’s  Tavern,’’  which  soon  became  a 
fashionable  resort.* 

Nor  dm'ing  all  this  time  did  the  fur  trade  fail  to  keep 
pace  with  the  growing  local  prosperity  of  the  place.  Dur- 
ing -the  year  1635,  the  Directors  in  Holland  received 
returns  from  the  province  to  the  amount  of  nearly  185,000 
guilders  But  the  monopoly  of  the  traffic  in  furs  was  not 
the  only  source  of  gain.  A profitable  commerce  was  also 
carried  on  with  New  England.  Dutch  vessels  brought 
tobacco,  salt,  horses,  oxen,  and  sheep  from  Holland  to 
Boston.  An  old  account  says  they  came  from  the  Texel 
in  five  weeks  and  three  days,  and  lost  not  one  beast  or 
sheep.”  Potatoes  from  Bermuda  were  worth  two  pence 
the  pound ; a good  cow,  twenty-five  or  thirty  pounds ; and 


■*  UpoQ  the  deniolisiliment  of  this  building  its  site  was  occupied  by  the 
“ King’s  Arms’  Tavern,”  which,  in  after  years,  was  the  head-quarters  of  the 
British  General  Gage.  Subsequently,  it  became  tlie  “ Atlantic  Garden.”  No.  9 
Broadway,  where  it  long  remained  one  of  the  striking  mementoes  of  the  olden 
time. 
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a pair  of  oxen  readily  brought  forty  pounds.  In  Virginia, 
corn  rose  to  twenty  shillings  the  bushel  during  the  year 
1G37;  a shepel,  or  three  pecks  of  rye,  brought  two  guil- 
ders, or  eighty  cents ; and  a laborer  readily  earned,  during 
iiarvest,  two  gulTclers  diem.  These  were  high  prices  for 
those  times,  and  were  probably  caused,  in  a measure,  by 
the  sanguinary  war  which  the  New  England  Puritans* 
were  carrying  on. with  their  Indian  neighbors.  The  Pe- 
quods.  failing  to  deliver  the  murderers  of  Stone,  according 
to  treaty,  had  tendered  an  atonement  of  ivamjmm^  but  Mas- 
sachusetts demanded  “ blood  for  blood ; ” and  she  obtained 
it  in  the  wars  that  followed.  Winthrop  says,  Scarcely  a 
sanmip,  a woman,  a squaiv,  or  a child  of  the  Pequod  name 
survived.”  It  is  the  fashion  to  indulge  in  much  panegyric 
about  these  ancestral  doings,  but  here  can  be  calmly 
traced  the  Ji)st  attempt  of  the  white  race  to  extirpate  the 
red  men  from  their  ancestral  birthright  to  the  northern 
regions  of  America. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  large  prices  obtained 
for  its  wares,  tlie  vear  1038  found  the  condition  of 

▼ X638» 

New  Netherland  very  unpromising.  Although  its 
affairs  had  now  been  administered  for  fifteen  years  by  that 
powerful  body,  the  West  India  Company,  still,  the  country 
was  scarcely  removed  from  its  primitive  wilderness  state, 
and,  excepting  the  Indians,  it  was  inhabited  by  only  a few 
traders  and  clerks  of  a distant  corporation.  Its  rich  vir- 
gin soil  remained  almost  entirely  uncultivated,  and  the 
farms  did  not  amount  to  more  than  half  a dozen.  Doubt- 
less, the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  governed 
New  Netherland  chietly  to  promote  their  own  special  in- 
terests— to  advimce  which,  large  sums  had  been  expended; 


* I'.'ritans,  not  Piljrims.  These  terms,  though  generally  used  synony- 
mously, refer  to  t\vo  entirely  ditierent  classes  of  men.  The  Pilgrims  never 
iTurticed  religious  perst'cution ; the  Puritans  did.  The  Pilgrims  came  over  to 
thr  Nfw  W'orld  Some  fifteen  years  earlier  than  the  Puritans. 
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and,  as  a natural  consequence,  no  efforts  had  as  yet  been 
made  to  introduce,  on  a large  scale,  a sound  and  industri- 
ous emigration.  The  fatroon  system,  also,  to  which  refer- 
enoe  has ^Iready  been  made,  greatly  retarded  the  settle- 
ment of  the  colony.  A monopoly,  its  patroons  neglected 
their  most  important  duties  as  planters,  and  used  their 
energies  and  means  to  compete  with  the  Company  in  the 
Indian  trade ; consequently,  misunderstandings  and  dis- 
putes followed,  which  became  almost  fatal  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  new  settlement. 

• At  this  critical  moment,  William  Kieft,  the  third  Di- 
rector-General and  Governor,  arrived  March,  1G38,  as  the 
successor  of  the  weak  Van  T wilier.  His  first  step  was  to 
organize  a Council,  retaining,  however,  its  entire  control. 
Dr.  Johannes  La  Montague,  a learned  Huguenot,  was 
appointed  by  him  a member  of  this  new  board;  Cornelis 
Van  Tienhoven,  from  Utrecht,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers, 
w^as  made  Colonial  Secretary,  with  a salary  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  annum ; while  Ulrich  Leopold 
continued  as  Scliout-Fiscal,  or  Sheriff  and  Attorney-Gen- 
eral. Adrian  Dircksen  was  made  Assistant-Commissary, 
“because  he  spoke  correctly  the  language  of  the  Mohawks, 
and  was  well  versed  in  the  art  of  trading  with  them.*' 
The  Lev.  Mr.  Bogardus  continued  the  Dominie,  and 
Adam  lloelandsen  the  School-master.'*'' 

The  new  Governor  found  the  town  in  an  extremely 
dilapidated  condition.  Tiie  fort  had  fallen  completely 
into  decay ; all  the  guns  were  off  their  carriages ; and 
the  public  buildings,  as  well  as  the  church,  were  all  out 
of  repair ; only  one  of  the  three  wind-mills  was  in  opera- 


* La  Montii^np,  as  Member  of  the  Council,  received  fourteen  dollars  a 
month  ; tbe  book-kcejifer,  fourteen  dollars  and  forty  cents,  with  eisrlity  dollars 
for  his  yearly  board  ; the  ma.son,  eio-lit  dollars  ; a joiner,  six  dollars  andi  fortv 
cents;  a carj)€nter,  seven  dollar.s  and  fifty  cents,  and  forty  dollars  a yea”  fcT 
board 
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tion ; and  the  Company’s  fine  farms  had  no  tenants — not 
even  a goat  remaining  upon  them.  But  the  new  Governor 
came  charged  with  more  onerous  duties  than  simply  the 
repair  of  hou^s ; he  was  the  bearer  of  a decree  that  no 
person  in  the  Dutch  Company’s  employ  should  trade  in 
peltry,  or  import  any  furs,  under  penalty  of  losing  his 
wages,  and  a confiscation  of  his  goods.  Abuses  also 
existed  in  all  the  departments  of  the  public  service, 
which  Kieft  vainly  attempted  to  remedy  by  proclama- 
tions. Death  was  threatened  against  all  who  should  sell 
guns  or  powder  to  the  Indians;  after  nightfall,  all  sailors 
were  to  remain  on  board  their  vessels ; no  persons  could 
retail  any  liquors,  “except  those  who  sold  wine  at  a decent 
price,  and  in  moderate  quantities,”  under  penalty  of  twen- 
ty-five guilders  (ten  dollars),  and  the  loss  of  their  stock. 
Tobacco,  then  as  now,  was  greatly  in  demand,  the  rich 
virgin  soil  about  New  Amsterdam  suiting  the  plant  well; 
consequently,  plantations  for  its  cultivation  increased  so 
fast,  that  the  plant  was  now  also  subjected  to  excise,  and 
regulations  w^ere  published  by  the  Directory  to  regulate 
its  mode  of  culture,  and  check  certain  abuses  wdiich  were 
injuring  “the  high  name”  it  had  “gained  in  foreign  coun- 
tries.”"^  But  the  new  Governor  did  not  confine  himself  to 
correcting  official  abuses  solely;  he  issued  proclamations 
to  improve  the  moral  condition  of  the  settlement;  and  all 
persons  were  seriously  enjoined  to  abstain  from  “fighting, 
calumny,  and  all  other  immoralities,”  as  the  guilty  would 
be  punished,  and  made  a terror  to  evil-doers.  Rightly 
judging,  also,  that  public  worship  would  be  a peaceful 
auxiliary  to  his  labors,  and  the  old  wooden  church  built 
by  Van  Twiller  iiaving  fallen  to  pieces,  he  determined  to 
erect  a new  one  inside  the  fort.  Jochem  Pietersen  Kuyter, 
dan  Jansea  Damen,  with  KiefVand  Captain  De  Vries,  as 

r Aibuav  Records,  II.,  d-12. 
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“Kirke  Meesters,”  superintended  the  new  work,  and  John 
and  Richard  Ogden  were  the  masons.  The  building  was 
of  stone,  seventy-two  by  fifty-two  feet,  and  sixteen  high, 
and  cost^2,500  guilders.  Its  legend,  translated  from  the 
Dutch,  read  : Anno  Domini  1642,  William  Kieft,  Direc- 

tor-General, hath  the  Commonalty  caused  to  build  this 
temple.”  New  Amsterdam  had  a town-bell;  this  was 
now  removed  to  the  belfry  of  the  new  church,  whence  it 
regulated  the  city  moven.ents,  the  time  for  laborers  and 
the  courts.  It  also  pealed  the  weddings,  tolled  the  funer- 
als, and  called  the  people  to  the  Lord’s  House.* 

Hardly,  however,  had  Kieft  got  his  plans  for  the 
moral  reformation  of  his  people  fairly  under  way,  when, 
as  before  hinted,  the  patroons  began  to  give  fresh  trouble : 
that  class  now  (1638)  demanded  “new  privileges” — “that 
they  might  monopolize  more  territory,  be  invested  with 
the  largest  feudal  powers,  and  enjoy  free  trade  throughout 
New  Netherland.”  Nor  was  this  all.  In  their  arrogance, 
they  also  demanded  that  all  “private  persons”  and  “poor 
emigrants”  should  be  forbidden  to  purchase  lands  from 
the  Indians,  and  should  settle  within  the  colonies  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  manorial  lords — i,  e.,  themselves. 
These  grasping  demands  of  the  patroons  were  reserved 
for  future  consideration  by  the  States-General;  and  it  was 

* At  this  period  the  settlers  of  New  Amsterdam  obtained  their  supplies 
from  the  Company’s  store  at  fifty  per  cent,  advance  on  prime  cost,  a list  of 
prices  being  placed  in  a conspicuous  position  in  some  place  of  public  resort. 
Here  are  some  of  the  rates ; Indian  corn,  sixty  cents  per  schepel  of  three  pecks  ; 
barley,  two  dollars ; peas,  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents;  flour,  one  dol- 
lar; pork,  five  stivers;  fresh  meat,  five;  butter,  eight ; tobacco,  seven  ; dried 
fish,  twelve  (two  York  shillings)  per  pound ; hard-bread,  fifteen  ; rye,  five  ; 
wheaten,  seven  ; cabbage,  twelve  dollars  per  hundred  ; staves,  +hirty-two  dol- 
lars per  thousanll ; a hog.  eight  dollars  ; ordinary  wine,  thirty-one  dollars  per 
hogshead  ; Spanish  wine,  four  stivers  ; French  wine,  ten  per  quart  ; sugar,  sev- 
enteen and  twenty-four  per  pound;  flannel,  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  per 
ell ; cloth,  two  dollars;  white  linen,  eighteen  to  twenty  stivers  ; red  flannel>j. 
one  d(dlar  and  twenty  cents;  children’s  slioes,  thirty-six  stivers,  or  six  York 
shillings  a pair  of  brass  kettles,  forty  cents  each. 
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determined  to  try  free  competition  in  the  internal  trade 
of  New  Netlierland.  A notification  was  accordingly  pub- 
lished by  the  Amsterdam  Chamber,  that  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the^United  Provinces,  and  of  friendly  countries, 
might  convey  to  New  Netherland,  ‘‘  in  the  Company’s 
ships,”  any  cattle  and  merchandise,  and  might  “receive 
whatever  returns  they  or  their  agents  may  be  able  to 
obtain  in  those  quarters  therefor.”  A duty  of  ten  per 
cent,  was  paid  to  the  Company  on  all  goods  exported  from 
New  Netherland  with  the  freight.  Every  emigrant,  upon 
his  ai;rival  at  New  Amsterdam,  was  to  receive  “ as  much 
land  as  he  and  his  family  could  properly  cultivate.”  This 
liberal  system  gave  a great  impulse  to  the  prosperity  of 
New  Netherland,  by  encouraging  the  enjigration  of  sub- 
stantial colonists,  not  only  from  Holland,  but  from  Vir- 
ginia and  New  England.  Conscience  had  ever  been  free  in 
New  Netherland,  and  now  trade  and  commerce  were  like- 
wise made  free  to  all.  Political  franchise  in  Massachusetts 
was  limited  to  church  members,  and  now  “ many  men 
began  to  inquire  after  the  southern  ports,”  not  from  the 
climate  there,  or  the  necessary  wants  of  life,  but,  in  the 
language  of  the  old  chronicler,  “to  escape  their  insupport- 
able government.”  The  only  obligation  required  of  emi- 
grants was  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  the  colony, 
the  same  as  imposed  upon  the  Dutch  settlers.  Both  par- 
ties enjoyed  equal  privileges. 

This  free  internal  trade,  however,  produced  some  irreg- 
ularities ; and  a new  proclamation  soon  became  necessary 
to  warn  all  persons  against  selling  guns  or  ammunition  to 
the  Indians.  Still  another  edict  prohibited  persons  from 
sailing  to  Fort  Orange  (Albany),  and  the  South  River 
(Fort  Hope),  ancl  returning  without  a passport.  Another 
very  unpopular  edict,  also,  was  shortly  after  issued  by 
Kieft.  His  -extreme  anxiety  to  serve  his  patrons  caused 
him  to  “demand  some  tribute”  of  maize,  furs,  or  savant^ 
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trom  the  neighboring  Indians,  whom,”  he  said,  ^Sve  have 
thus  flir  defended  against  their  enemies ; ” and  in  case  of 
their  refusal,  proper  measures  were  to  be  taken  to  remove 
their  rGiuctance.” 

In  regard,  however,  to  the  Governor's  proclamation 
against  selling  guns,  <kc.,  to  the  Indians,  nothing  can  be 
said  against  it.  The  case  demanded  it.  Freedom  of 
trade  with  the  savages  had,  indeed,  run  into  abuses  and 
injurious  excesses. 

The  colonists  neglected  agriculture  for  the  quicker 
gains  of  traffic;  and  at  times^  by  settling  “fiir  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,”  and^  by  “ great  familiarity  and  treat- 
ing,” brought  themselves  into  contempt  with  the  Indians. 
Evil  consequences,  as  a matter  of. course,  followed  this 
unwise  conduct — the  most  unfortunate  of  which  was  the 
supplying  of  the  savages  with  new  weapons  of  war.  They 
considered  the  gun,  at  first,  “ the  Devil^'‘  and  would  not  even 
touch  it;  but,  once  discovering  its  fatal  use^  eagerly  sought 
the  fire-arms  of  the  whites.  They  would  willingly  barter 
twenty  beaver-skins  for  a single  musket,  and  pay  ten  or 
twelve  guilders  for  a pound  of  powder.  As  no  merchan- 
dise became  so  valuable  to  the  red  men,  the  West  India 
Company  foresaw  the  evil  of  arming  the  savages^  and 
declared  the  trade  in  fire-arms  contraband.  It  even  for- 
bade the  supply  to  the  New  Netherland  Indians,  under 
penalty  of  death.  But  the  prospect  of  large  profits  easily 
nullified  this  law  of  prudence  and  wisdom. 

In  1G40,  Director  Kieft  determined  upon  an- 
other unwise  measure,  viz.,  the  exaction  of  a con- 
tribution, or  rather  a tax,  of  corn,  furs,  and  wamimm  from 
the  Indianspibout  Fort  Amsterdam.  This  and  other  im- 
proper acts  entirel}’  estranged  them  from  the  settlers,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  a bloody  war,  Avhich,  the  next  year 
(1641),' desolated  New  Netherland.  -Meanwhile,  Kieft, 
continuing  stubborn  sent  sloops  to  Tappan  to  levy  con- 
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tributions ; but  the  natives  indignantly  refused  to  pay  the 
novel  tribute.  In  their  own  plain  language,  they  won- 
dered how  the  Sachem  at  the  fort  dared  to  exact  such 
things  froi^  them  He  must  be,  they  said,  a very  shabby 
fellow;  he  had  come  to  live  in  their  land,  where  they  had 
not  invited  him,  and  now  came  to  deprive  them  of  their 
corn,  for  no  equivalent.  They,  therefore,  refused  to  pay, 
adding  this  unanswerable  argument:  ^‘If  we  have  ceded 
to  you  the  country  you  are  living  in,  we  yet  remain  mas- 
ters of  what  we  have  retained  for  ourselves  ! ” 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  many  injudicious  acts 
of  Governor  Kieft,  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  during  his 
administration,  the  trade  of  New  Amsterdam  began  to  be 
better  regulated.  The  streets  of  the  town,  also,  were  bet- 
ter laid  out  in  the  lower  section  of  the  city.*  In 
1G41,  Kieft  instituted  two  annual  fairs,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  agriculture — one  of  which  was 
held  in  0(5tober,  for  cattle ; and  the  other  the  next  month, 
for  hogs,  upon  the  Bowling  Green.  The  holding  of  these 
fairs  opened  the  way  for  another  important  addition  to 
the  comfort  of  the  town.  No  tavern,  as  vet,  had  been 
started  in  the  Dutch  settlement;  and  the  numerous  vis- 
itors from  the  interior  and  the  New  England  colonies 
were  forced  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Governor’s  hos- 
pitalities. The  fairs  increasing  in  number,  Kieft  found 
them  a heavy  tax  upon  his  politeness,  as  well  as  his 
larder;  and,  in  1G42,  he  erected  a large  stone 
tavern,  at  the  Company’s  expense.  It  was  situ- 
ated on  a commanding  spot,  near  the  present  Coenties 
Slip,  and  was  afterward  altered  into  the  Stadt  lluf/sj’  or 
City  Hall.  , 

The  Governor  now  succeeded  better,  not  only  in  en- 
forcing law  Jvnd  restraining  contraband  trade,  but  in  check- 


The  price  of  lots,  30sl2o  feet,  averaged  at  this  period  about  $14. 
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ing  the  importation  of  bad  ivampurrij  which  had  become  a 
serious  loss  to  the  traders,  by  reducing  its  value  from  four 
to  six  beads  for  a stiver. 

Wampum  or  sewant^  from  its  close  connection  with  the 
early  trade  of  New  Netherland,  requires  special  notice. 
This  kind  of  money,  or  circulating  medium,  embraced  two 
kinds,  the  wampum  or  white,  and  the  Suckanhock  sucki,  or 
sew  ant.  The  former  was  made  from  t\e  periwinkle, 
and  the  latter  from  the  purple  part  of  the  hard  clam. 
These,  rounded  into,  beads  and  polished,  with  drilled  holes, 
were  strung  upon  the  sinews  of  animals,  and  woven  into 
different  sized  belts.  Black  beads  were  twice  as  valuable 
as  the  white,  and  the  latter  became,  therefore,  naturally, 
the  standard  of  value.  A string,  a fathom  long,*  was  worth 
four  guilders.  The  best  article  was  manufactured  by  the 
Long  Island  Indians  ; and,  until  a comparativeh*  late 
period,  the  Montauks  on  that  island,  or  rather,  their 
descendants,  manufactured  this  shell-money  for  the  inte- 
rior tribes.  A clerk  of  John  Jacob  Astor  many  years  ago 
informed  the  Hon.  G.  P.  Disosway  that  he  had  visited 
Communipaw,  and  purchased  for  his  employer,  from  the 
Dutch,  this  article  by  the  bushel^  to  be  used  by  the  great 
fur  dealer  in  his  purchases  among  the  distant  savages.  It 
might,  perhaps,  be  a curious  question,  how  many  bushels 
of  wampum  are  invested,  for  example,  in  the  hotel  v hich 
bears  the  n.ame  of  the-  great  fur  millionaire  7 The  New 
England  Indians,  imitating  their  whiter-faced  neighbors, 
made  a cheaper  ivampum^  rough,  of  inferior  equality,  and 
badly  strung.  Nor  was  it  long  before  the  New  England- 
ers introduced  large  quantities  of  their  imperfect  beads 
into  New  psetherland  for  the  Dutchman’s  goods;  next. 


* All  ^ftthom  ” was  ostirnated  at  “ mucli  as  a man  could  reach  with  his  arms 
outstretched.”  The  savaffes,  consequently,  were  shrewd  enoufjh  (in  tradinij 
with  the  whites)  to  choose  tlu-ir  largest  and  tallest  men  for  measuring  sticks 
or  standards. 
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beads  of  porcelain  were  m anufactured  in  Europe,  and  cir- 
culated among  the  colonists,  until  the  evil  finally  became 
so  great,  that  the  Council,  in  1641,  published  an  ordi- 
nance, d^aring  that  a large  quantity  of  bad  seiuant^  im- 
ported from  other  places,  was  in  circulation,  while  the 
good  and  really  fine  sewant^  usually  called  “ Manhattan 
Seivant^^^  was  kept  out  of  sight,  or  exported — a state  of 
things  which  must  eventually  ruin  the, country.  To  cure 
this  public  evil,  the  ordinance  provided  that  all  coarse 
sewanf^  well  stringed,  should  pass  for  one  stiver.  This  is 
the  first  ordinance,  on  record,  to  regulate  such  currency. 
In  the  year  1647,  they  were  again  reduced  from  six  to 
eight  for  a stiver,  and  thus  became  the  commercial 
“ greenbacks  ” of  the  early  Dutch. 

About  this  period,  the  increasing  intercourse  and  busi- 
ness with  the  English  settlements  made  it  necessary  that 
more  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  English  language. 
Governor  Kieft  had,  it  is  true,  some  knowledge  of  the 
English  tongue ; but  his  subordinates  were  generally 
ignorant  of  it — a circumstance  which  often  caused  great 
embarrassment.  George  Baxter  was  accordingly  appointed 
his  English  Secretary,  with  a salary  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum ; ‘CiwA  thus,  for  the  first  time,  the  English 
language  was  officially  recognized  in  New  Amsterd;im. 

As  the  colon v grew  stronger,  the  Dutch  scattered 
themselves  further  into  the  interior ; established  them- 
selves more  firmly  at  Manhattan ; and  thus  gave  to  the 
City  of  New  York  its  first  incorporation  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  years  ago.  The  ferries  received  early  attention 
from  the  corporation:  No  one  was  permitted  to  be  a 

ferryman,  without  a license  from  the  magistrates.  The 
ferryman  also  was  required  to  provide  proper  boats  and 
servants,  with  houses,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  to  accom- 
modate passengers.  All  officials  passed  free  of  toll;  or, 
to  speak  more  in  accordance  with  the  language  of  the 
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present  day,  were  dead-heads.  But  the  ferryman  was  not 
compelled  to  cross  the  river  in  a tempest.  Foot-passen- 
gers were  charged  three  stivers  each,  except  Indians,  who 
pai^  six,  unless  two  or  more  went  over  together.*  The 
annual  salary  of  the  Burgomasters  was  also,  at  this  period, 
fixed  at  three  hundred  and  fifty  guilders,  and  the  Shepens 
at  two  hundred  and  fifty.  A corporate  seal  was  granted 
to  the  city,  in  which  the  principal  object  was  a heaver^  as 
was  also  the  case,  as  has  been  seen,  with  the  seal  of  New 
Netherland. 


8EA.LS  OF  NEW  AMSTEIIDAM  AND  NEW  TOEK. 

The  first  charter  of  New  Netherland  restricted,  as  we 
have  seen,  the  commercial  privileges  of  the  patroons ; but 
in  the  year  1640  they  were  extended  to  “all  free  colonists,” 
and  the  stockholders  in  the  Dutch  Company.  Neverthe- 
less, the  latter  body  adhered  to  onerous  imports,  for  its 
own  benefit,  and  required  a duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all 
goods  ^hipped  to  New  Netherland,  and  five  upon  return 
cargoes,  excepting  peltry,  which  paid  ten  at  Manhattan, 
before  exported.  The  prohibition  of  manufactures  within 
the  province  was  now  abolished,  and  the  Company  renewed 
its  promise  to  send  over  “ as  many  blacks  as  possible.” 

In  1643,  the  colonists  easily  obtained  goods 
from  the  Company’s  warehouse,  whiiher  they 
were  obliged  to  bring  their  fur  purchases,  before  ship- 


♦ On  tire  19th  of  Marcli,  1058,  the  New  Amsterdam  and  Long"  Island  Ferrv 
was  put  up  al  uuciiuu,  auvl  leased  for  ihret*  hundred  guilders  per  annum. 
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inent  to  Holland.  The  furs  were  then  generally  sold  at 
Amsterdam,  under  the  supervision  of  the  patroon^  whose 
share,  at  first,  w^as  one-half,  but  was  afterward  reduced  to 
one-sixth."^  Under  this  system,  the  price  of  a beaver’s 
skin,  which  before  1G42  had  been  six,  now  rose  to  ten 
“ fathoms.”  It  was,  therefore,  considered  proper  for  the 
colonial  authorities  to  regulate  this  traffic  ; and  they, 
acccordingly,  fixed  the  price  at  nine  ‘ffiithoms”  of  white 
tvampum^  at  the  same  time  fordidding  all  persons  to 
go  into  the  bush  to  trade.”  Another  proclamation 
declared  that  “ no  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  should  pre- 
sume to  buy  any  goods  from  the  residents.”  . It  would 
appear,  however,  that  these  ordinances  could  not  be  en- 
forced; for  a sloop,  soon  after  arriving  with  a cargo,  the 
colonists  purchased  what  they  wanted.  The  commissary 
was  then  ordered  to  search  the  houses  for  concealed  goods. 
But  the  old  record  naively  says  : “ The  Sellout  gossipped, 
without  making  a search.” 

111  1644,  the  ever-busy  New  Englanders — im- 
agining that  the  beavers  came  from  -‘a  great  lake 
in  the  northwest  part”  of  their  patent — began  to  covet  a 
share  in  the  fur  trade  on  the  Delaware.  Accordingly,  an 
expedition  was  dispatched  from  Boston  to  sail  up  the 
Delaware,  as  high  as  they  could  go ; and  some  of  the 
Company,  under  the  conduct  of  Mr.  William  xVspinwall,  a 
good  artist,  and  one  who  had  been  in  those  parts,  to  pass 
by  small  skiffs  or  canoes  up  the  river,  so  far  as  they  could.” 
The  expedition  failing,  another  bark  “ was  sent  out  the 
same  year,  from  Boston,  to  trade  at  Delaware.”  Winter- 
ing in  the  bay,  during  the  spring  she  went  to  the  Mary- 
land side,  and , in  three  weeks  obtained  five  hundred 
beaver-skins — a “good  parcel.”  But  this  second  Boston 
trading  voyage  was  ruined  by  the  savages ; for,  as  the 
bark  was  leaving,  fifteen  Indians  came  aboard,  “as  if  they 

trade  again,”  and  suddenly  drawing  their  hatehets 
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from  under  their  coats,  killed  the  captain,  with  three  of 
the  crew,  and  then  rifled  the  vessel  of  all  her  goods. 

This  continued  interference  of  New  England  adventur- 

with  the  Delaware  trade,  at  length  became  very  annoy- 
ing to  Kieft,  as  well  as  to  Printz,  the  Swedish  Governor 
of  the  Delaware  colony.  The  Dutch  at  New  Amsterdam, 
as  the  earliest  explorers  of  South  River,  had  seen  their 
trading  monopoly  there  invaded  by  the  Swedes ; but  when 
the  New  Englanders  made  their  appearance  in  pursuit  of 
the  same  prize,  the  Swedes  made  common  cause  with  the 
Dutch  to  repel  the  new  intruders.  The  question  of  sov- 
ereignty was  soon  raised  a1:>road  by  the  arrival  of  two 
Swedish  ships,  the  Key  of  Kalmar  and  the  Flame^  sent 
home  by  Printz  with  large  cargoes  of  tobacco  and  beaver- 
skins.  Bad  weather,  and  the  war  which  had  just  arisen 
between  Denmark  and  Sweden,  obliged  these  vessels  to 
run  into  the  Port  of  Harlington,  in  Friesland.  There  they 
were  seized  by  the  West  India  Company,  which  not  only 
claimed  sovereignty  over  all  the  regions  around  the  South 
River,  but  exacted  the  import  duties  that  their  charter 
granted  The  Swedish  Minister  at  the  Hague  protested 
against  these  exactions ; and  a long  correspondence  en- 
sued, which  resulted  in  the  vessels  being  discharged  the 
following  summer  upon  the  payment  of  the  import  duties. 

During  the  year  1614,  Kieft,  headstrong  and  impru- 
dent as  usual,  became  involved  in  a war  with  the  New 
England  Indians.  At  this  juncture  of  afiairs,  a ship 
arrived  from  Holland  with  a car^'O  of  «:oods  for  Van 
Rensselaer’s  patroonery ; and  Kieft,  the  Dutch  forces  be- 
ing in  Avant  of  clothing,  called  upon  the  supercargo  to 
furnish  fifty  pairs  of  shoes  for  the  soldiers,  offering  full 
payment  in  silver,  beaver,  or  luampum.  The  supercargo, 
howe'^er,  zealously  regarding  his  pafroon'’s  mercantile  inter- 
ests, refused  to  comply,  whereupon  the  Governor  ordered 
a levy,  and  obtained  enough  shoes  to  supply  as  “many  sol- 
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diers  as  afterward  killed  five  hundred  of  the  enemy.”  The 
Governor,  much  provoked,  next  commanded  the  vessel  to 
be  thoro^'hly  searched,  when  a large  lot  of  guns  and  am- 
munition, not  in  the  manifest,  were  discovered  and  declared 
contraband,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  confiscated.  Winthrop 
says  that  he  had  on  board  4,000  weight  of  powder  and  seven 
hundred  guns,  vfith  which  he  proposed  to  carry  on  a trade 
with  the  natives.  For  such  acts  as  these,  Kieft  seems  to 
have  been  equally^  detested  by  Indians  and  Dutch,  the  for- 
mer desiring  his  removal,  and  daily  crying,  “ Wouter  ! 
Vy outer!*”  meaning  Wouter  Van  T wilier,  his  immediate 
predecessor. 

Meanwhile,  the  Indian  war  continued ; the  Dutch  set- 
tlers were  in  danger  of  utter  destruction  ; and  the  expenses 
of  the  soldiery  could  not  be  met.  Neither  could  the  West 
India  Company  send  aid  to  its  unfortunate  colony,  as  that 
body  had  been  made  banlcrupt  by  its  military  operations 
in  Brazil.  A bill  of  exchange,  drawm  by  Kieft  upon  the 
Amsterdam  Chamber,  came  back  protested.  The  demands 
for  public  money  were  too  pressing  to  await  the  slow  pro- 
ceedings of  an  admiralty  court ; and  accordingly,  soon  after 
this,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1G44,  a privateer,  the  La  Garce^ 
Captain  Blauvelt,  having  been  commissioned  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  returned  to  Manhattiin 
with  two  rich  Spanish  prizes. 

Director  Kieft  now  proposed  to  replenish  the  Provis- 
ional Treasury  by  an  excise  on  wine,  beer,  brandy,  and 
i)eaver-skins.  This  was  opposed  by  his  ofiicial  advisers, 
or  the  so-called  “ Eight  Men,”  because  they  thought  such 
an  act  would  be  oppressive,  and  the  right  of  taxation  be- 
longed to  sovereignty,  and  not  to  an  inferior  officer  in 
New  Netlierland.  An  old  account  says  that  the  Director 
was  “ very  iiiuch  offended,”  and  sharply  reprimanded  the 
people’s  representatives,  declaring,  I have  more  power 
liere  than  the  Company  has  itself;  therefore,  I may  do 
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and  suffer  in  this  country  what  I please ; I am  my  own 
master.’^  * * * Remaining  immovable,  however,  he 

three  days  afterward  arbitrarily  ordered  ‘‘that  on  each 
^ barrel  of  beer  tapped,  an  excise  duty  of  two  guilders 
should  be  paid— one-half  by  the  brewer,  and  one-half  by 
the  publican.”  But  those  Burghers  who  did  not  retail  it 
were  to  pay  only  one-half  as  much.  On  every  quart  of 
brandy  and  wine  also,  four  stivers  were  to  be  paid,  and 
on  every  beaver-skin  one  guilder.  Besides  the  excise  on 
the  beer,  the  brewers  were  also  required  to  make  a return 
» of  the  quantity  they  brewed ; but  upon  their  sternly 
refusing  to  pay  the  unjust  tribute,  judgment  was  obtained 
against  them,  and  their  beer  “given  as  a prize  to  the 
soldiers.” 


STREET  VIEW  IX  ANCIENT  ALBANY. 


Blit  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  to  restrain  illicit 
traffic,  it  still  continued  at  Ilensselacrswyck  (Albany), 
where  three  or  four  thousand  furs  had  been  carried  away 
by  unliconsed  traders.  Van  Rensselaer,  “as  the  first  and 
oldest  ” on  the  river,  resolved  that  no  one  should 
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“ presume  to  abuse  ” his  acquired  rights,  and  erected  a 
fort  on  Beelen  Island.  A claim  of  staple  right’’  was  set 
up,  and  Nicholas  Koorn  was  appointed  “ Wacht-Meester,” 
to  levy  a toll  of  five  guilders  upon  all  vessels  passing  by, 
except  those  of  the  West  India  Company,  and  to  make 
them  lower  their  colors  to  the  merchant authority. 
Tliis  annoyance  soon  manifested  itself,  for  while  the  Good 
Ilope^  a little  yacht,  Captain  Loockermans,  was  passing 
down  from^  Fort  Orange  to  Manhattan,  a gun  without 
ball  ” was  fired  from  the  new  fort,  and  Koorn  cried  out, 
“ Strike  thy  colors  ! ” “For  whom  1 ” demanded  the  cap- 
tiiin  of  the  vessel.  “ For  the  staple  right  of  Rensselaer ! ’’ 
was  the  reply.  “ I strike  for  nobody  but  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  or  those  by  whom  I am  employed ! ” retorted  the 
testy  Dutchman,  as  he  slowly  steered  on.  Several  shots 
followed.  “The  first,”  according  to  the  old  account,  “went 
through  the  sail,  and  broke  the  ropes  and  the  ladder ; a 
second  shot  passed  over  us ; and  the  third,  fired  by  a sav- 
age, perforated  our  princely  colors,  about  a foot  above  the 
head  of  Loockermans,  who  kept  the  colors  constantly  in 
his  hand.” 


OLD  DI:TC  II  (.  iiURCII  AT  ALDAAY. 
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For  this  daring  act  Koorn  was  forthwith  called  to 
answer  before  the  Council  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  when  he 
pleaded  his  patrooii^s  authority.  Van  der  Huyghens,  the 
Schout-Fiscal  (Sheriff),  also  protested  against  ‘^the  law- 
less transactions”  of  the  p)atroonh  wacht-meester.  Still, 
the  patroon'’s  agent  tried  to  justify  his  course,  “ inasmuch 
as  this  step  had  been  taken  to  keep  the  canker  of  free- 
traders off  his  colonies.”  Nevertheless,  he  was  fined,  and 
forbidden  to  repeat  his  offense. 

' At  length  the  pitiable  condition  of  the  New  Nether- 
land  colony  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Dutch  Govern- 
* ment.  Its  originators,  as  before  mentioned,  had  become 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  bankrupt.  To  use  their  own  official 
words,  “ the  long-looked-for  profits  thence  ” had  never 
arrived,  and  they  themselves  had  no  means  to  relieve 
“the  poor  inhabitants  who  had  left  their  Fatherland;'^ 
accordingly,  the  bankrupt  Company  urged  the  “ States- 
General  ” for  a subsidy  of  1,000,000  of  guilders  to  place  the 
Dutch  province  in  good,  prosperous,  and  profitable  order. 

That  body  directed  an  examination  to  be  made  into 
the  affairs  of  New  Netherland,  and  also  into  the  propriety 
of  restricting  its  internal  trade  to  residents,  with  the  policy 
of  opening  a free  one  between  Brazil  and  Manhattan. 
Upon  making  tliis  investigation,  it  was  found  that  New 
Netherland,  instead  of  becoming  a source  of  commercial 
profit  to  the  Company,  had  absolutely  cost  that  body,  from 
the  year  1G26  to  1644,  “over  550,000  guilders,  deducting 
returns  received  from  there.”  Still,  “ the  Company  could 
not  decently  or  consistently  abandon  it.”  The  Director's 
salary,  the  report  continues,  should  be  3,000  guilders,  and 
the  wliole  civil  and  milihiry  establishment  of  New  Nether- 
land 20,000  guilders.  As  many  African  negroes,  it  thought, 
should  be  l)rought  from  Brazil  as  the  luitroons^  farmers,  and 
settlers  “ would  be  willing  to  pay  for  at  a lair  price.”  It 
would  thus  appear  that  our  Dutch  f )refathcrs  had  some- 
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thing  to  do  with  the  slave  trade,  as  well  as  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  colonies.  Free  grants  of  land  were  to  be  offered 
to  all  emigrants  on  Manhattan  Island ; a trade  allowed  to 
Brazil  and  the  fisheries ; the  manufacture  and  exportation 
of  salt  were  to  be  encouraged,  and  the  duties  of  the  reve- 
nue officers  '‘sharply  attended  to.’’  Such  was  the  business 
condition  of  New  Netherland  in  the  year  1G45.  The  five 
previous  years  of  Indian  wars  had  hardly  knowm  five 
months  of  peace  and  prosperity.  Kieft^  perceiving  his 
former  errors,  concluded  a treaty  of  amity  with  the  In- 
dians, August  30th,  1645.  In  two  years,  not  less 

’ » ° ' 1645. 

than  1,600  savages  had  been  killed  at  Manhattan 
and  its  neighborhood,  and  scarcely  one  hundred  could  be 
found  besides  traders. 

The  insuflScient  condition  of  the  fort  as  a place  of  de- 
fense became  the  subject  of  serious  consideration  aftei 
this  war,  and  the  authorities  in  Holland,  listening  to  the 
importunities  of  the  colonists,  gave  directions  for  its  im- 
provement, req  uiring,  however,  that  the  people  should  con- 
tribute, to  some  extent,  towards  the  labor  and  expense 
involved.  In  1647,  the  subject  was  discussed  in 
the  Council  of  the  Director-General,  and  a resolu- 
tion was  passed  that  the  fort  should  be  repaired  with 
stone  laid  in  mortar,  “ by  which  means  alone,”  it  was 
stated,  “ a lasting  work  could  be  made,”  inasmuch  as  the 
earth  to  be  procured  in  the  neighborhood  was  entirely 
unfit  to  make  it  stable  with  sods,  unless  it  were  annually 
renewed,  nearly  at  the  same  expense ; and,  as  this  pro- 
ject required  a considerable  disbursement  for  labor  in 
carrying  the  stone,  etc.,  it  was  found  expedient  to  consult 
the  inhabitants,  to  learn  the  extent  to  which  assistance 
would  be  afibrded  bv  them.  In  communicating  their  resolve 
to  the  people,  the  authorities  referred  to  “ this  glorious 
work,  which  must  increase  the  respect  for  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  afibrd  a safe  retreat  to  the  inhabitants  in 
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case  of  danger.”  The  suggestion  was,  that  every  male 
inhabitant,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  }’ears, 
should  devote,  annually,  twelve  days’  labor,  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  contribute  for  each  day  two  guilders  (eighty 
cents).  But  the  project  was  found  too  expensive  for  the 
means  at  hand,  and  the  completion  of  the  work  with 
stone  was  abandoned  for  the  time,  the  work  being  re- 
paired with  earth  as  before.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  it 
was,  as  yet,  protected  by  any  inclosure  from  the  inroads 
of  the  vagrant  cattle,  as  the  Director  is  found,  from  time 
to  time,  expostulating  with  the  city  authorities  against 
‘permitting  swine,  goats,  and  other  animals,  to  run  at  large 
in  the  town,  from  which  great  destruction  to  the  works 
of  the  fortress  ensued.* 

Soon  after  the  peace,  in  1647,  Kieft,  having  been  re- 
called, embarked  for  Holland,  carrying  with  him  speci- 
mens of  New  Netherland  minerals  (gathered  by  the 
Raritan  Indians  in  the  Neversink  Hills),  and  a fortune 
estimated  by  his  enemies  at  400.000  guilders.  Dominie 
Bogardus  and  Van  der  Huygens,  late  Fiscal,  were  fellow- 
passengers  in  the  richly-laden  vessel.  Tlie  ship,  having 
been  carelessly  navigated  into  the  English  Channel,  was 
wrecked  upon  the  rugged  coast  of  Wales^  and  went  to 
pieces.  Kieft,  with  eighty  other  persons,  including  Bo- 
gardus and  the  ex-Fiscal,  were  lost;  only  twenty  were 
saved.  Melyn,  the  patroon  of  Staten  Island,  floating  on 
his  back,  landed  on  a sand-bank,  and  thence  reached  the 
main-land  in  safety. 


* This  matter  came  to  be  considered  of  so  great  importance,  that,  in  IdoG, 
Governor  Stuyvesant  again  communicated  with  the  Holland  authorities 
respecting  the  improvement  of  the  fort,  and  received  from  them  a favorable 
response,  stating  that  they  had  no  objection  to  have  the  fort  surrounded  with 
a stone-wall,  and  were  willing,  in  the  ensuing  spring,  to  send  “ a few  good 
maso'.s  and  carpenters  to  assist  in  the  work,”  enjoining  the  Governor,  in  the 
meanwhile,  to  have  the  necessary  materials  prepared  and  in  readiness  when 
the  mechanics  should  arrive. — Valeritine's  2fanval. 
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CHAPTEH  II. 


On  the  11th  of  May,  1G4T,  Governor  Stuyve- 
sant,  a*s  Redresser-General  ” of  all  the  colonial 
abuses,  arrived  at  Manhattan,  to  enter  upon  an  adminis- 
tration which  was  to  last  until  the  end  of  the  Dutch 
power  over  New  Netherland.  Well  might  the  new 

Governor  write  home  that  he  found  the  colony  in  a 

low  condition.’’  Disorder  and  discontent  were  every- 
where apparent,  the  public  revenue  was  in  arrears,  and 
smugMinff  had  nearlv  ruined  legitimate  trade.  Such 
were  the  auspices — sufficiently  gloomy — under  which  the 
last  of  the  Dutch  Governors  entered  upon  his  adminis- 
tration. Far  from  despairing,  however,  the  sturdy  Dutch- 
man put  his  shoulder  at  once  to  the  wheel.  Publicans 
were  restrained  from  selling  liquor  before  two  o’clock 
on  Sundays,  ‘‘when  there  is  no  preaching,”  and  after 
nine  o’clock  in  the  evening ; to  the  savages  none  was  to 
be  sold.  The  revenue,  greatly  defrauded^  by  smuggling- 
furs  into  New  England  and  Virginia  for  shipment  to  Eng- 
land, was  henceforth  to  be  guarded  by  stringent  laws. 
The  introduction  of  foreign  merchandise  by  vessels  run- 
ning past  F^ort  Amsterdam  during  the  night  was  also  to 
be  stopped ; and  all  vessels  were  obliged  to  anchor  under 
the  guns  of  the  fort,  near  the  present  Piattery.  For  the 
purpose  of  replenishing  the  treasury,  an  excise  duty  was 
now,  for  the  (irst  time,  levied  on  wines  and  liquors ; the 
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export  duty  on  peltry  was  increased ; the  unpaid  tenths 
from  the  impoverished  farmers  were  called  in,  although  a 
year’s  grace  was  allowed  for  payment,  in  consequence  of 
losses  by  the  Indian  wars ; and,  in  addition  to  all  this^ 
two  of  the  Company’s  yachts,  still  further  to  increase  the 
revenue,  were  sent  on  a cruise  to  the  West  Indies,  to  cap- 
ture, if  possible,  some  of  the  richly-laden  Spanish  vessels 
returning  to  Spain. 

Stuyvesant,  also,  seems  to  have  been  the  first  Gov- 
ernor who  took  pride  in  improving  the  town  itself  He 
found  the  infant  city  very  unattractive,  with  half  the 
houses  in  a dilapidated  condition,  cattle  running  at  large, 
the  public  waiys  crooked,  and  the  fences  straggling  in  zig- 
zag fashion,  many  of  them  encroaching  on  the  lilies  of 
the  streets.  All  these  evils  he  at  once  set  about  to 
remedy ; and  one  of  his  earhest  acts  was  to  appoint  the 
first  “Surveyors  of  Buildings,”  whose  duties  were -to 
regulate  the  erection  of  new  houses  in  New  Amsterdam. 

The  Dutch  Company  “ now  resolved  to  open  to  private 
persons  the  trade  which  it  had  exclusively  carried  on  with 
New  Netherland,  the  Virginia,  the  Swedish,  English,  and 
French  colonies,  or  other  places  thereabout;”  and  the  new 
Director  and  Council  were  ordered  to  be  vigilant  in  en- 
forcini!:  all  colonial  custom-house  regulations.  All  car- 
goes  to  New  Netherland  were  to  ])e  examined,  on  arrival, 
by  the  custom-house  officers,  and  all  who  were  homeward- 
bound  were  to  give  bonds  for  the  payment  of  duties  in 
Holland.  Nor  was  it  long  before  Stuyvesant  had  an  op- 
portunity of  showing  his  zeal.  The  N/.  Bcnicio^  an  Am- 
sterdam ship,  was  found  trading  at  New  Haven  without 
the  license  of  the  West  India  Company ; but  the  owners 
of  the  cargo  applied  for  permission  to  trade  at  Manhattan, 
upon  the  payment  of  the  proper  duties.  . This  permit 
obtained,  Stuyvesant  learned  that  the  ship  was  about  to 
sail  directly  to  Virginia,  without  having  paid  duties. 
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as  well  as  without  a manifest.  The  case  having  thus 
assumed  an  open  violation  of  the  colonial  revenue  laws, 
the  Governor  embarked  a company  of  soldiers,  who,  sail- 
ing  up  the  Sound,  captured  the  smuggler  in  New  Haven 
harbor.  This  bold  act  naturally  produced  a great  sensa- 
tion ; and  Eaton,  the  Governor  of  the  New  Haven  colony, 
protested  against  Stuyvesant,  as  a disturber  of  the  peace. 
In  reply,  Stuyvesant  claimed  all  the  region  from  Cape 
Henlopen-  to  Cape  Cod  as  a part  of  New  Netherland, 
with  the  right  to  levy  duty  upon  all  Dutch  vessels  trad- 
ing at  New  Haven.  A sharp  correspondence  ensued  be- 
tween the  ‘‘  State  Right  ” parties,  which  resulted  in  the 
Dutch  Governor  issuing  a proclamation,  declaring,  “ If  any 
person,  noble  or  ignoble,  freeman  or  slave,  debtor  or  creditor 
— yea,  to  the  lowest  prisoner  included,  run  away  from  New 
Haven,  or  seek  refuge  in  our  limits,  he  shall  remain  free, 
under  our  protection,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.” 
The  Dutch  colonists,  however,  objected  to  this  unwise 
measure  as  tending  to  change  their  province  into  a 
refuge  for  vagabonds  from  the  neighboring  English  settle- 
ments, and  the  obnoxious  proclamation  was  thereupon 
revoked. 

About  this  period,  1648,  it  became  necessary  to  regu- 
late the  tavern'^,  as  about  one-fourth  part  of  the 
town  of  New  xVinsterdam  had  become  houses  for 
the  sale  of  brandy,  tobacco,  or  beer.  No  new  taverns, 
it  was  ordained,  should  be  licensed,  except  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Director  and  his  Council ; and  those 
established  mic!:ht  continue  four  vears  longer,  if  their 
owners  would  abstain  from  selling  to  the  savages,  report 
all  brawls'  and  occupy  decent  houses — to  adorn  the 
town  of  New  Amsterdam.”  Notwithstanding,  however, 
all  these  precautions,  tiie  Indians  were  daily  seen  ‘‘run- 
ning about  drunk  through  the  Manhattans.”  New  York, 
n«ov  the  metropolitan  city,  witnesses  every  day  and 
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night  crowds  of  such  drunken  savages  in  her  streets ; and ' 
it  would  almost  seem  that  our  wise  legislators  have  not 
wisdom  or  strength  enough  to  frame  laws  to  subdue  or 
prevent  this  great  public  evil.  Finally,  at  New  Amster- 
dam, in  addition  to  all  the  former  penalties,  offenders 
against  the  temperance  laws  were  to  be  arbitrarily 
punished  without  any  dissimulation.’’ 

In  the  year  1G48,  no  person  was  allowed  to  carry  on 
business,  except  he  was  a permanent  resident  and  had 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  was  worth  from  two  thou- 
sand to  three  thousand  guilders  at  least,  and  intended  to 
“ keep  fire  and  light  in  the  province.”  This  was  an 
jearly  expression  of  permanent  residence  in  the  Dutch 
province.  Old  residents,  however,  not  possessing  the 
full  trading  cpialifications,  were  allowed  the  same  privi- 
lege, provided  they  remained  in  the  province,  and  used 
only  the  weights  and  measures  of  “ Old  Amsterdam,  to 
which  we  owe  our  name.”  Scotch  merchants  and  ped- 
dlers were  not  forgotten  in  these  business  arrangements, 
for  it  was  also  ordained  that  “all  Scotch  merchants  and 
small  dealers,  who  come  over  from  their  own  country 
with  the  intention  of  trading  here,”  should  “ not  be  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  any  trade  in  the  land”  until  they  had 
resided  there  three  years.  They  were  also  required  to 
build  a “ decent,  lialritable  tenement”  one  year  after  their 
arrival.  Every  Monday  was  to  be  a marlcet-day,  and,  in 
imitation  of  Fatherland^  an  annual  “ keemis,”  or  fair,  for 
ten  days,  was  established,  commencing  on  Monday  after 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Day,  at  which  all  persons  could  sell 
goods  from  their  tents.  The  trade  on  the  North  and  the 
South  River  was  reserved  for  citizens  haviiig  the  re- 
quisite  qualifications.  It  was  declared,  however,  that  the 
East  River  should  be  “free  and  open  to  any  one,  no 
matter  to  what  nation  he  may  belong.”  All  vessels 
under  fifty  tons  were  to  anchor  between  the  Capsey 
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‘‘  Hoeck”  (which  divided  the  East  and  North  Rivers)  and 
the  “ Hand,”  or  guide-board,  near  the  present  Battery. 
No  freight  was  to  be  landed,  nor  any  boats  to  leave  the 
vessels,  from  sunset  to  sunrise.  Those  regulations  were 
strictly  enforced,  ar^d  the  high  custom  or  duties  exacted 
from  the  colonists  amounted  to  almost  thirty  per  cent., 
“ besides  waste.”  The  avidity  of  the  Director  to  con- 
liscate,”  says  an  old  account,  “ was  a vulture,  destroying 
the  property  of  New  Netherland,  diverting  its  trade,  and 
making  the  people  discontented.”  This  bad  report” 
spread  among  the  English,  north  and  south,  and  even 
reached  the  West  India  and  Caribbean  Islands.  Boston 
traders' declared  that  more  than  twenty-five  vessels  would 
every  year  reach  Manhattan  from  those  islands,  ‘‘  if  the 
owners  were  not  fearful  of  confiscation.”  Not  a ship 
now  dared  come  from  those  places.  Difficulties  constantly 
arising  between  the  authorities  of  the  Fatherland  and  New 
Netherland,  the  “ Presiding  Chamber  ” plainly  perceived 
that  they  must  make  concessions,  or  lose  all  control  over 
their  distant  colony.  Accordingly,  the  Commonalty  of 
Manhattan”  was  informed  that  the  Amsterdam  Di- 
rectors had  determined  to  abolish  the  export  duty  on 
tobacco,  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  same,  and  to  allow  the 
colonists  to  purchase  negroes  from  x\frica — all  this  being 
de.signed  to  show  their  ‘^good  intentions.”  They  also 
informed  Governor  Stuyvesant  of  their  assent  to  a 
‘Aiurgher  government”  in  Manhattan,  which  should  ap- 
proach as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  custom  of  ‘‘  the 
metropolis  of  Holland.”  At  the  time  that  the  colonists 
had  obtained  this  concession  (IG 52)  of  the  long- 
desired  bui^gher  government.  New  Amsterdam 
numbered  a population  of  seven  hundred  or  eight  hun- 
dred souls. 

At  last, 'a  naval  war,  long  brewing,  broke  out  between 
Kngland  and  the  United  Provinces,  and,  without  warning. 
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Dutch  ships  were  arrested  in  English  ports,  and  the  crews 
impressed.  Martin  Harpertsen  Tromp  commanded  the 
Dutch  fleet.  His  name  has  no  prefix  of*‘*  Van/^  as  many 
writers  insist.  Bancroft  and  Brodhead  are  among  the 
few  who  have  not  adopted  the  common  error.  The  Dutch 
Admiral  was  no  more  “ Yan  Tromp  than  the  English 
was  “ Yan  Blake,”  or  our  brave  American  ‘‘  Yan  Farra- 
gut.”  Tromp,  in  a few  days,  met  the  British  fleet,  under 
Admiral  Blake,  in  Dover  Straits,  and  a bloody  but  inde- 
cisive fight  followed.  Brilliant  naval  engagements  ensued, 
»in  which  Tromp  and  De  Buy  ter,  with  Blake  and  Ayscue, 
immortalized  themselves.  But  the  first  year  of  hostili- 
' ties  closing  with  a victory  for  the  Dutch,  Blake  sought 
refuge  for  his  vessels  in  the  Thames  Biver,  when 
the  Dutch  commander  placed  a broom  at  his  mast- 
head— an  emblem  or  token  that  he  had  swept  the 
British  Channel  free  from  British  ships.  These  hos- 
tilities between  Holland  and  England  encouraged  pirates 
and  robbers  to  infest  the  shores  of  the  East  Biver,  and 
perpetrate  excesses  on  Long  Island  and  the  neighborhood 
of  New  Amsterdam.  Several  yachts  were  immediately 
commissioned  to  act  against  the  pirates.  A reward  of  one 
hundred  thalers  was  offered  for  each  of  the  outlaw^s,  and 
a proclamation  issued  prohibiting  all  persons  from  har- 
boring them,  under  the  penalty  of  banishment  and  the 
confiscation  of  their  goods.  Forces  had  even  been  col- 
lected to  act  against  Ne^v  Netherland,  but  the  joyful  in- 
telligence of  peace  sent  them  to  dislodge  the  French  from 
the  coast  of  Maine ; and  thus,  for  ten  vears  longer,  the 
coveted  Dutch- American  province  continued  under  the 
iG'I  swaiy  of  Holland.  The  peace  was  published  “ in 
the  ringing  of  bell”  from  the  City  Hall,  and  the 
12th  of  August,  1G54,  appointed,  piously  by  Stuyvesant,  as 
a day  of  general  thanksgiving. 

During  the  same  month,  iGo-l;,  Le  Moyne,  a Jesuit 
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father  and  missionary  to  the  Indians,  immortalized  his 
name  by  a discovery  which  afterw\ard  formed  one  of  the 
largest  sources  of  ’wealth  in  our  -State.  Heaching  the  en- 
trance of  a small  lake,  filled  with  salmon-trout  and  other 
fish,  he  tasted  the  water  of  a spring,  which  his  Indian 
guides  were  afraid  to  drink,  saying  that  there  was  a demon 
in  it  which  rendered  it  oftensive.  But  the  Jesuit  had  dis- 
covered a fountain  of  salt  water,”  from  which  he  actu- 
ally made  salt  as  natural  as  that  of  the  sea.  Taking  a 
sample,  he  descended  the  Oneida,  passed  over  Ontario  and 
the  St  Lawrence,  and  safely  reached  Quebec  with  the  in- 
telligence of  his  wonderful  discovery.  To  the  State  of 
New  York  it  has  been  more  valuable  than  a mine  of  silver 
or  gold. 

During  the  year  1654,  the  Swedish  and  the  Casimir 
colonists  on  the  Delaware  took  the  Dutch  fort  on  that 
river ; and  soon  after,  Stuy vesant  avenged  himself  by  cap- 
turing the  Golden  Sharks  a Swedish  ship,  bound  to  South 
River,  wLich,  by  mistake,  had  entered  Sandy  Hook  and 
anchored  behind  Staten  Island.  The  captain,  having  dis- 
covered his  ‘error,  sent  a boat  to  Manhattan  for  a pilot, 
when  the  Governor  ordered  the  crew  to  the  guard-house, 
and  dispatched  soldiers  to  seize  the  vessel.  The  SharJds 
cargo  was  removed  to  the  Company's  magazine,  until  a 
reciprocal  restitution  should  be  made.  The  Swedish  agent 
sent  a long  protest  to  Governor  Stuy  vesant,  complaining 
of  his  conduct. 

In  the  year  1656,  there  w^ere  in  New  Amsterdam  one 
hundred  and  twentv  houses  and  one  thousand 

1G5G 

souls.  A proclamation,  issued  at  this  time,  forbade 
the  remtfval  of  any  corps  in  the  town  or  colony,  until  the 
Company’s  tithes  had  been  paid.  The  authorities  of  Rens- 
selaersv  ick  refusing  to  publish  this  notice,  the  tapsters 
were  seiit  down  to  New"  Amsterdam^  pleading  that  they 
acted  under  the  orders  of  their  feudal  ofiioers.  This 
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defense  was  overruled,  and  one  person  was  fined  two 
hundred  pounds,  and  another,  eight  hundred  guilders. 

The  cities  of  Holland,  for  a long  time,  had  enjoyed  cer- 
tain municipal  privileges  called  ‘‘  great  ” and  “ small  ” 
burgher  rights.  In  Amsterdam,  all  who  paid  five  hundred 
guilders  were  enrolled  “ great  burghers,”  and  they  monop- 
olized all  the  oflices,  and  were  also  exempt  from  attainder 
and  confiscation  of  goods.  The  “small  burghers”  paid 
fifty  guilders  for  the  honors,  and  had  the  freedom  of  trade 
only.  This  burghership  became  hereditary  in  Holland, 
[yid  could  pass  by  marriage,  and  be  acquired  by  females 
as  well  as  by  males.  Foreigners,  after  a year’s  probation, 
could  also  become  burghers  ; and  the  burghers  were  gen- 
erally the  merchants  and  tradesmen.  The  various  trades 
and  professions  formed  separate  associations,  or 
and  their  members  were  bound  to  assist  each  other  in 
distress  or  danger.  In  Fatherland^  each  guild  generally 
inhabited  a separate  quarter  of  the  town,  was  organized 
as  a military  company,  and  fought  under  its  own  stand- 
ard, having  its  own  “dekken,”  or  dean. 

In  the  year  1657,  “in  conformity  to  the  laudable  cus- 
tom of  the  city  of  Amsterdam  in  Europe,”  this  great 
burgher  right  was  introduced  into  New  Amsterdam. 

IGdT*  ^ ^ 

This  was  an  absurd  imitation  of  an  invidious  policy, 
and  the  mother  city  herself  was  soon  obliged  to  abandon 
it,  notwithstanding  Governor  Stuyvesant  attempted  to 
establish  in  New  Amsterdam  this  most  offensive  of  all 
distinctions — an  aristocracy  founded  on  a class,  or  mere 
wealth. 

In  Mr.  Paulding’s  “ Affairs  and  Men  of  New  Amster- 
dam fin  the  Time  of  Governor  Peter  Stuvvesant  ” thei‘e  is 
a list  of  the  recorded  Great  Citizenship,  in  the  year  1657. 
As  a rare  m:itter  of  the  olden  time,  it  is  here  given  entire: 
Joh.  La  Montagne,  Junior ; Jan  Gillesen  Van  Burggli, 
Hendrickseii  Kip,  De  Heere  Geneial  Stuyvesant,  Domiiie 
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Megapolensis,  Jacob  Gerritsen  Strycker,  Jan  Virge,  The 
wife  of  Coriielis  Van  Tienhoven,  Hendrick  Van  Dyck, 
Kip  Hendrick,  Junior ; Captain  Martin  Krigier,  Karl  Van 
Biirggh,  Jacob  Van  Couwenhoven,  Laurisen  Cornelisen, 
Van  Wyek,  Johannes  Pietersen,VanBiirggh,Cornelis  Steen- 
wyck,  Wilb.  Bogardus,  Daniel  Litschoe,  Pieter  Van  Cou- 
wenhoven.” These  twenty  names  composed  the  aristoc- 
racy of  New  York  two  hundred  and  thirteen  years  ago, 
when  umbrellas  and  carriages  were  urdmown. 

We  have  also  before  us,  the  names  of  the  “small”  citi- 
zenship, which  number  two  hundred  and  sixteen;  In  a 
few  short  years  it  was  found  that  this  division  of  the  citi- 
zens into  two  classes  produced  great  inconvenience^  in 
consequence  of  the  very  small  number  of  great  burghers 
who  were  eligible  to  office.  It  became  necessary  for  the 
Government  to  change  this  unpopular  order.  The  heavy 
fee  to  obtain  it  frightened  most  foreigners,  so  that  it  was 
purchased  but  once  during  a period  of  sixteen  years.  In 
the  year  IGG8,  the  difference  between  “great”  and 
“small”  burghers  was  abolished,  when  every  burgher  be- 
came legally  entitled  to  all  burgher  privileges. 

During  the  year  1G59,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Dutch 
colony  had  as  yet  produced  no  returns,  and  was  akeady 
seven  thousand  guilders  in  arrears.  It  was  there- 
fore determined  that,  to  prevent  further  loss,  such 
colonists  only  as  had  left  Holland  before  December,  1G58, 
should  be  supplied  with  provisions.  Goods  were  to  be 
sold  only  for  cash,  and  exemptions  from  tithes  and  taxes 
were  to  cease  several  years  before  the  original  stipulated 
period,  and  merchandise  thereafter  was  to  be  consigned  to 
the  city  of  Amsterdam  exclusively.  The  colonists  remon- 
strated against  this  new  restriction  of  trade,  which  had  the 
appearauce  of  gross  slavery,  and  of  fettering  the  free  pros- 
{)ccts  oP  a worthy  people.  This  remonstrance  was  well 
limed,  and  the  City  Council  consented  ilial  all  the  traders 
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on  the  South  River  might  export  all  goods,  except  peltry, 
to  any  place  they  wished. 

In  the  year  1660,  a second  survey  and  map  of  New 
Amsterdam  was  made  by  Jacques  Cortelyou,  and  the  city 

was  found  to  contain  three  hundred  and  fifty 
1 660«  ^ 

hoases.  It  was  sent  to  the  Amsterdam  Chamber, 

in  case  it  should  be  thought  good  to  make  it  more  pub- 
lic by  having  it  engraved.”  This  early  map  has  probably 
been  lost. 

The  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  in  1661,  did 
not  produce  in  England  more  friendly  feelings  towards 

the  Dutch ; and  the  two  nations  now  became  com- 
1 66 1 * 

mercial  rivals.  The  Act  of  Navigation  had  already 
closed  the  ports  of  New  England,  Virginia,  and  Maryland 
against  Holland  and  its  colony  of  New  Netherland;  and 
such  at  that  time  was  the  narrow  spirit  of  British  states- 
men, that  many  Independents  and  Dissenters  desired  to 
seek  new  homes,  where  they  would  be  alike  free  from 
monarch}',  prelacy,  and  British  rule. 

Nor  were  these  considerations  overlooked  in  Holland. 
The  West  India  Company  now  determined  to  invite 
emigration  to  New  Netherland  by  larger  inducements  ; 
accordingly,  a new  charter  was  drawn  up,  which  granted 
to  all  such  people  as  shall  be  disposed  to  take  up  their 
abode  in  tho^e  parts,”  fifteen  leagues  of  land  along  the 
sea-coast,  “ and  as  far  in  depth  in  the  continent  as  any 
plantation  hath,  or  may  be,  settled  in  New  Netherland.” 
Emigrants  were  also  to  ha  ve  ‘‘  high,  middle,  and  low 
jmlsdiction,”  ^‘freedom  from  head-money”  for  twenty 
years,  property  in  mines,  freedom  for  ten  years  from 
hixe^,  the  right  to  use  their  own  ships,  and  freedom  in 
the  fishing  trade.  “ Therefore,”  added  the  Company, 
“if  any  of  the  English,  good  Christians,  who  maybe 
assiired  of  the  advantage  to  mankind  of  plantations  in 
these  latitudes  to  others  more  southerly,  and  shall  ration- 
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ally  be  disposed  to  transport  themselves  to  the  said  place, 
under  the  conduct  of  the  United  Provinces,  they  shall 
have  full  liberty  to  live  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  upon  the 
aforesaid  good  conditions,  and  shall  be  likewise  court- 
eously used.’’  A proper  act,  under  the  seal  of  the  Com- 
pany, ^vas  issued  at  the  Hague,  which  granted  to  ‘‘all 
Christian  people  of  tender  conscience  in  England  or  else- 
where oppressed,  full  liberty  to  erect  a colony  in  the 
West  Indies,  betw^een  New  England  and  Virginia,  in  Amer- 
ica, now  vsdthin  the  jurisdiction  of  Peter  Stuyvesant,  the 
States^General  Governor  for  the  West  India  Company.” 
How  many  “ Christian  people  of  tender  conscience  ” 
availed  themselves  of  these  advantageous  offers,  does  not 
appear;  but  fpie  metropolis  prospered.  A better  cur- 
rency was  now  found  to  be  indispensable,  and  the  burgo- 
masters wrote  to  Holland  for  authority  to  establish  a 
mint  for  the  coinage  of  silver,  and  to  constitute  vmmpum 
(needed  for  trade  with  the  savages)  an  article  of  sale. 
But  the  Amsterdam  Directors  refused  to  grant  this 
improvement  of  the  colonial  currency. 

A number  of  breweries,  brick-kilns,  and  other  manu- 
hictories,  carried  on  a successful  business;  and  the  pot- 
teries on  Long  Island  some  persons  esteemed  equal  to 
those  of  Delft.  Dirck  De  Wolf  having  obtained  from 
the  Amsterdam  Chamber,  in  IGGl,  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  maldng  salt  for  seven  years  in  New  Netlierland, 
began  its  manutacture  upon  Coney  Island;  but  the  Graves- 
end settlers,  who  claimed  the  spot,  arrested  the  enter- 
prise; and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  Governor  Stuyve- 
saut  sent  a military  guard  to  protect  him. 

In  -th<e  year  1GG4,  the  population  of  New  Netlierland 
had  increased  to  “full  ten  thousand,”  and  New^  Amster- 
dam co.itained  one  thousand  five  hundred,  and 

, ,,  ^ ..  . 1664. 

'vore  an  appearance  ot  great  prosperity.  English 

lousy  evidently  increased  with  the  augmenting  com- 
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merce  of  -the  Dutch.  James,  Duke  of  York,  was  the 
King’s  brother,  and  also  Governor  of  the  African  Com- 
pany, and  he  denounced  the  Dutch  West  India  Company, 
which  had  endeavored  to  secure  the  territory  on  the 
Gold  Coast  from  English  speculators  and  intruders.  Eng- 
land now  resolved  to  march  a step  further,  and,  at  one 
blow,  to  rob  Holland  of  her  American  province.  The 
King  granted  a sealed  patent  to  the  Duke  of  York  for  a 
large  territory  in  America,  including  Long  Island,  and 
all  lands  and  rivers  from  the  west  side  of  the  Connecti- 
cut to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  Bay.  This  sweeping 
grant  embraced  the  whole  of  New  Netherland. 

The  Duke  of  York,  that  he  might  lose  no  time  in 
securing  his  patent,  dispatched  Captain  Scott,  with  one 
hundre^d  and  fifty  followers,  to  visit  the  Island  of  Man- 
hattan,\ the  value  of  which  was  now  estimated  at  three 
thousand  pounds.  On  the  11th  of  January,  1664,  the 
valorous  Scott  made  his  appearance  at  ‘‘Breukelen”  Ferry 
Landing,  and,  with  a great  flourish  of  trumpets,  demanded 
submission  to  the  English  flag.  Governor  Stuyvesant, 
(Jespatching  his  Secretary,  politely  asked  Captain  Scott, 
‘AYill  you  come  across  the  river?”  and  the  reply  was, 
No ; let  Stuyvesant  come  over  with  one  hundred  sol- 
diers; I will  wait  for  him  here!”  ‘AVhat  for?”  demanded 
the  Secretary.  “ I would  run  him  through  the  body !” 
was  the  Captain’s  courteous  answer.  “ That  would  not 
be  a friendly  act,”  replied  the  Governor’s  Deputy.  Thus 
they  parted ; Scott  retiring  to  Midwoiit  (Flatbush)  with 
his  forces,  with  drums  beating  and  colors  living,  while  the 
people  “ looked  on  with  wonder,  not  knowing  what  it 
meant.”  Scott  told  them  that  they  must  abandon  their 
allegiance  to  the  Dutch,  and  promised  to  confer  with 
Governor  Stuyvesant.  But  when  he  reached  the  river, 
on  his  way  to  New  Amsterdam  for  this  purpose,  he  de- 
clined crossing  it.  Still  he  felt  very  brave,  threatening 
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to  go  over,  proclaim  the  Englisili  King  at  the  Manhattans, 
and  ‘‘rip  the  guts,  and  cut  the  feet  from  under  any  man 
who  says,  ‘ This  is  not  the  King’s  land.’  ” This  was,  cer- 
tainly, very  bloodthirsty ; but  the  good  people  of  Man- 
hattan all  escaped  with  whole  feet  and  bowels.  The 
valiant  Captain  then  marched  to  New  Utrecht,  ordered 
the  only  gun  of  which  the  block-house  boasted  to  be  fired 
in  the  King’s  honor,  and  then  continued  his  triumphant 
march  to  Amersfort,  for  another  bloodless  victory. 

Governor  Stuyvesant  now  ordered  a new  commission 
to  confer  with  Captain  Scott,  at  Jamaica,  and  Cornelis 
Steenwyck* — one  of  the  fathers  of  New  Amsterdam, 
residing  on  his  farm  at  Harlem — was  one  of  the  commis- 
sion. It  was  here  agreed  thrit  the  English  Captain  should 
desist  from  disturbing  the  Dutch  towns.  The  latter, 
however,  ii\sisted  that  the  basis  of  future  negotiations 
should  recognize  Long  Island  as  belonging  to  Great 
Britain.  He  also  hinted  that  the  Duke  of  York  intended 
to  reduce,  in  time,  the  whole  province  of  New  Nether- 
lands— a declaration  which  was  to  prove  true  sooner  than 
the  Dutch  Governor  anticipated. 

In  September  of  the- same  year  (1G64),  Colonel  Nic- 
olls  anchored  before  New  Amsterdam  with  a fleet  and 
soldiers.  His  imperious  message  to  Governor  Stuyvesant 
was : “ I shall  come  with  ships  and  soldiers,  raise  the 
white  flag  of  peace  at  the  fort,  and  then  something  may 
be  considered.  The  Dutch  colony  was  entirely  unprepared 
for  such  a warlike  visit,  and  capitulated  at  eight  o’clock 
on  the  morning  of  September  8th,  16G4.  Stuyvesant,  at 
the  head  of  the  garrison,  marched  out  of  the  fort  with  the 
honors  of  war,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  surrender. 
His  soldiers  were  immediately  led  down  the  “ Bever^s 


, * There  is  a portrait  of  Mr.  Steenwvck  in  the  collection  of  the  N.  Y. 

Historical  Society. 
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Faatje^'^  or  Beaver  Lane,  to  the  shore  of  the  North  Biver, 
where  they  embarked  for  Holland.  An  English  ^‘corpo- 
ral’s guard  ” immediately  entered  and  took  possession  of 
the  fort,  over  which  the  English  flag  was  at  once  hoisted. 
Its  name.  Fort  Amsterdam,  was  then  changed  to  “Fort 
James,”  and  New  Amsterdam  was  henceforth  known  as 
“ New  York.”  This  was  a violent  and  treacherous  seiz- 
ure of  territory  at  a time  of  profound  peace — a breach  of 
private  justice  and  public  fliith  ; and  by  it,  a great  State 
had  imposed  on  it  a name  which  is  unknown  in  history, 
save  as  it  is  connected  with  bigotry  and  tyranny,  and 
which  has  ever  been  an  enemy  of  political  and  religious 
liberty.* 

Before  following  further  the  course  of  events,  a brief 
retrospect  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  New  Nether- 
land  seems  desirable.  At  the  period  when  Governor  Stuy- 
ve^nt’s  administration  was  so  suddenly  terminated  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Duke  of  York’s  forces,  the  population  of 
New  Netherland  ^vas  established  at  “ full  ten  thousand.” 
When  New  Amsterdam  was  first  surveved,  in  1656,  it 
contained  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses  and  one  thou- 
sand souls,  which  increased  to  fifteen  hundred  in  1664. 
Not  quite  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  were  male 


* As  the  surrender  of  Fort  AmsterdaTu  involved  the  less  of  the  entire  Dutch 
possessions  in  New  Netherland,  the  conduct  of  Governor  Stuyvesant,  in  not 
maintaining  its  defense,  was  severely  criticised  by  his  superiors  in  Holland.  In 
his  justification,  he  explained  that  the  fort  was  encompassed  only  by  a slight 
wall,  two  to  three  feet  in  thickness,  backed  by  coarse  gravel,  not  above  eight, 
nine,  and  ten  feet  high,  in  some  places ; in  others,  higher,  according  to  the  rise 
and  fail  of  the  ground.  It  was  for  the  most  part  crowded  all  around  with  build- 
ings. and  better  adapted  for  a citadel  than  for  defense  against  an  open  enemy. 
The  houses  were,  in  many  places,  higher  than  the  walls  and  basAons,  and  ren- 
dered those  wholly  exposed.  ^lost  of  the  houses  had  cellars  not  eight  rods 
distant  from  the  wall  of  the  fort ; in  some  places  not  two  or  three  feet  dis- 
tant; and  at  one  point  scarce  a rod  from  the  wall, — so  that  whoever  should  be 
master  of  the  city,  could  readily  approach  with  scaling-ladders  from  the  adja- 
cent houses,  and  mount  the  walls,  which  had  neither  a wet  nor  a dry  ditch. — 
Vidaitinc  H M<inu<d.  > 
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adults;  and  the  rest  women  and  children  below  eighteen 
years  of  age.  The  same  city  now  numbers  about  a 
million  of  people ! New  York,  on  an  average,  has  about 
doubled  its  population  every  twenty-three  years.  Be  it 
remembered  that  trade  and  commerce  became  the  great 
stimulus  of  population,  and  their  regulation  of  the  utmost 
importance.  The  damages  incurred  by  the  West  India 
Company  during  1645-’6,  in  Brazil,  and  estimated  at  one 
hundred  tons  of  gold,  rendered  some  measures  necessary  to 
retrieve  its  condition.  Trade  with  that  country  was  there- 
fore opened  in  the  year  16 18  to  the  New  Netherlanders,  who 
were  permitted  to  send  thither  their  produce,  and  return 
with  African  slaves,  whose  subsequent  exportation  from 
the  Dutch  Province  was  forbidden.  Four  years  afterward, 
the  province  obtained  the  privilege  of  trading  to  Africa  for 
slaves  and  other  articles.  In  the  same  year,  the  monopoly 
of  the  carrying  trade  between  Holland  and  this  country 
(before  in  the  hands  of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber)  was 
abolished ; “ for  the  first  time,”  private  vessels  were  now 
entered  at  Amsterdam ; and,  in  1659,  the  privilege  of  ex- 
porting produce  to  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  the  Carib- 
bean Islands,  was  obtained.  Thus,  the  markets  of  the 
world,  except  those  of  the  East,  were  opened  to  New  Neth- 
erland  ships.  From  this  regulation,  however,  furs  alone 
were  an  exception,  as  these  were  to  be  sent  exclusively  to 
Amsterdam. 

The  duties  were  fixed  by  the  tariff  of  1648,  at  ten  per 
cent,  on  imported,  and  fifteen  upon  exported  goods ; but 
some  difference  existed  in  favor  of  English  colonial  but- 
tons,  causing  them  first  to  be  sent  to  New  England,  and 
thence  in^ported  into  New  Netherland  at  a low  rate.  To 
obviate  this,  in  1651,  the  duties  on  such  goods  were  raised 
to  sixteen  per  cent.,  tobacco  excepted,  its  eight  per  cent, 
tax  being  taken  off.  In  the  vear  1655,  the  duties  on  im- 
ports  again  were  reduced  to  ten  per  cent.,  and,  in  1659, 
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owing  to  the  demand  for  lead  to  be  used  in  window- 
frames,  this  article  was  placed  on  the  free-list.  As  we 
have  noticed,  the  industry  of  the  Dutch  colonists  was 
early  manifested  in  ship-building.  At  the  close  of  Stuy- 
vesant’s  administration,  a number  of  distilleries,  breweries, 
and  potasheries,  were  in  operation,  with  several  manufac- 
tories of  tiles,  bricks,  and  earthenware.  An  attempt  was 
also  made,  in  1G57,  to  introduce  the  silk  culture;  two 
years  after,  mulberry-trees  were  exported  to  Curacoa; 
and,  as  before  stated,  the  making  of  salt  was  attempted ; 
^but  the  inhabitants  of  Gravesend,  claiming  Coney  Island 
under  their  patent,  destroyed  the  houses  and  improve- 
ments, burnt  the  fences,  and  threatened  to  throw  the 
workmen  into  the  flames. 

Although  ivampiim^  or  zcaivanj''  had  become  almost  the 
exclusive  currency  of  New  Netherlands  (1G64),  still,  beaver 
remained  the  standard  of  value.  During  the  years  lG51-'2, 
Director  Stuyvesant  tried  to  introduce  a specie  currency, 
and  applied  to  flolland  for  twenty-five  thousand  guilders 
in  Dutch  shillings  and  four-penny  pieces,  but  the  Di- 
rectors there  disapproved  of  his  project.  The  people 
were  thus  entirely  dependent  on  tuampum^  as  we  are  now 
upon  “ greenbacks,”  and  the  value  of  wages,  property, 
and  every  commodity,  was,  in  consequence,  seriously 
disturbed.  So  it  is  in  this  day,  and  ever  will  be,  with  an 
irredeemable  currency,  whether  of  clam-shells,  thin  paper, 
or  any  thing  else,  not  equal  to  specie.  At  first,  tvampurn 
passed  at  the  rate  of  four  black  beads  for  one  stiver;  next, 
it  was  lowered  to  six  ; again,  in  IGoT,  to  eight;  and  then 
it  was  ordered  to  be  considered  a tender  for  gold  and 
silver.  But  Stuyvesant  wisely  objected,  as  it  would  bring 
the  value  of  property  to  naught.  In  the  year  1G50,  the 
white  tciunpnm  was  next  reduced  from  twelve  to  sixteen, 
and  the  l)lack  from  six  to  eight  for  a stiver.  What  was 
the  result]  The  holder  was  obliged  to  give  more  icamjium 
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for  any  article  he  purchased  of  the  trader,  who,  in  return, 
allowed  the  natives  a large  quantity  of  it  for  their  beavers 
and  skins;  and,  to  use  the  plain  record  of  the  day,  ‘‘little 
or  no  'benefit  accrued.’’  Nominally,  prices  advanced, 
when  beavers  which  had  been  sold  for  twelve  or  fourteen 
guilders  rose  to  twenty-two  and  twenty-four,  bread  from 
fourteen  to  twenty-two  stivers  (eight-pound  loaves)  beef 
nine  to  ten  stivers  per  pound,  pork  fifteen  to  twenty 
stivers,  shoes  from  three  and  a half  guilders  to  twelve  a 
pair,  and  wrought -iron  from  eighteen  to  twenty  stivers 
the  pound.  Beavers  and  specie  remained  all  the  while  of 
equal  value ; but  the  difference  between  these  and  tvam- 
pum  was  fifty  per  cent.  The  effect  on  wages  was  almost 
ruinous.  An  old  record  says:  “The  poor  firmer,  laborer, 
and  public  officer,  being  paid  in  zeaivan^  are  almost  re- 
duced to  the  neces^ity  of  living  on  alms.” 

Those  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch  Company  asked 
that  their  salaries  might  be  paid  in  beavers,  but  this  was 
refused ; as  well  might  public  officers  in  our  day  desire  to 
receive  golcband  silver  for  their  services.  This  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  and  the  consequent  disturbance  of 
prices,  caused  much  popular  clamor,  and  various  expe- 
dients were  adopted  to  amend  the  unfortunate  state  of 
things.  The  Directors  of  New  Netherland  would  have 
the  colonists  consider  ivampnm  as  “ bullion,”  but  would 
only  receive  beavers  in  pa}'inent  of  duties  and  taxes.  We 
adopt  something  of  the  same  theory  in  our  Custom-House 
payments.  Governor  Stuyvesant  raised  the  value 
specie  in  the  country  twenty  to  twenty-five  “ to 

prevent  its  exported  ion  Finally,  however,  the  price  of 

beaver  in  1GG3  felh  from  eight  guilders  (specie)  to  four 
and  a half,  white  tvampiim  from  sixteen  to  eight,  and 
black  from  eight  to  four  for  a stiver.  What  a fall ! This 
was  the  state  of  the  public  finances  when  the  English 
came  in  possession  of  New  Netherland.  Some  persons 
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are  met  with  at  the  present  time  who  fear  a similar 
financial  crash  sooner  or  later  in  our  enlightened  land 
with  its  hundreds  and  millions  in  paper-money  operations 
and  promises. 

The  public  revenue  in  New  Netherland  embraced  two 
descriptions,  provincial  and  municipal:  the  former  con- 
sisting of  the  export  duty  on  furs,  the  impost  on  Euro- 
pean goods,  with  the  tenths  of  agricultural  produce, 
butter,  cheese,  etc. ; the  latter  of  an  excise  duty  on 
liquors  and  slaughtered  cattle.  In  the  year  1655,  the 
duty  on  exported  furs  is  stated  at  twenty-two  thousand 
guilders.  The  expenses  of  the  Government  became  very 
large,  especially  from  the  Indian  wars,  which  also  cut  off 
the  supplies  of  furs;  so  that  by  the  close  of  Stuyvesant's 
administration,  there  was  a deficit  of  fifty  thousand 
florins,  or  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  municipal  rev- 
enue arising  from  the  liquor  excise  was  of  two  kinds,  the 
tapsters  and  the  burghers — the  first  paying  a duty  of 
four  florins  a ton  on  home-brewed,  and  six  on  foreign 
beer;--^ght  florins  a hogshead  on  French;  and  four  on 
Spanish  wine,  brandy,  or  other  spirits.  These  rates  were 
doubled  in  1GG2.  The  income  of  New  Amsterdam  from 
these  sources  was  estimated  at  twenty-five  thousand 
guilders.  The  Company  in  Holland  had  now  expended 
twelve  tons  of  gold  in  the  settlement  of  New  Netherland, 
and  now  (1G64),  when  some  return  was  expected  for  this 
large  outlay,  foreigners  seized  and  possessed  themselves  of 
all  the  benefits  resulting  from  such  expenditures. 

We  again  resume  the  thread  The 

war  which  broke  out  in  1GT2  between  the  English  and 
the  Dutch,  and  which  was  chiefly  carried  on  by 
the  navies  of  the  two  powers,  occasioned  appre- 
hensions for  the  safety  of  the  province  of  New  York;  and 
Governor  Lovelace,  the  successor  of  Nicolls,  the  first 
English  Governor,  made  preparations  for  a deinonstra- 
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tion  of  that  character  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch.  Nor 
were  his  fears  unfounded ; although,  some  months  elaps- 
ing without  any  appearance  of  the  enemy,  he  allowed 
himself  to  fall  into  a fatal  sense  of  security,  and  accord- 
ingly disbanded  the  levies,  while  he  himself  departed  on 
a visit  to  the  Eastern  colonies,  leaving  the  Fort  in  cliarge 
of  Captain  John  Manning.  The  Dutch,  however,  were 
not  asleep;  nor  had  they  relinquished  their  design.  De- 
termined to  regain  New  Amsterdam  at  all  hazards,  they 
fitted  out  a fleet  of  five  ships,  commanded  by  Admirals 
Benches  and  Evertsen,  with  Captains  Colve,  Does,  and 
Van  Zye.  On  the  29th  of  July,  1673,  they  appeared 
off  Sandy  Hook ; and  quietly  sailing  up  the  bay, 
and  anchoring  before  Staten  Island,  soon  appeared  oppo- 
site the  Battery.  The  fleet  then  opened  a heavy  cannon- 
ade upon  the  city,  at  the  same  time  that  Captain  Colve, 
landing  with  six  hundred  men,  drew  up  in  order  of  battle 
on  the  Commons,  ready  to  march  into  the  city.  At  a 
given  signal  the  men  marched  down  Broadway,  where- 
upon CapTithi  Manning  surrendered  the  fort,  on  condition 
that  its  garrison  should  march  out  with  all  the  honors  of 
war.  This  condition  having  been  granted,  the  Dutch 
troops  again  possessed  the  fort  and  city.  New  York  re- 
ceived the  name  of  New  Orange,  and  the  fort  itself  the 
name  of  Fort  William  Hendrick.  Governor  Lovelace, 
who,  meanwhile  had  hastened  back  from  his  pleasure 
tour,  was  allowed  to  return  with  the  Dutch  Admiral.  He 
received  from  the  En2ll<^'  ^ ''’..uiiient  a severe  repri- 
mand for  cowardice  and  treachery,  and  his  estates  were 
confiscated  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

Captain  Colve,  now  in  command  of  the  Province  of 
New  Netherland,  received  a commission  from  Benckes  and 
Evertr^en  to  govern  the  new  territory.  His  rule,  though 
brief,  was  energetic.  He  at  once  took  measures  to  im- 
[>rove  the  defenses  of  the  fort;  and,  in  October,  1673,  we 
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find  it  stated  in  one  of  his  orders,  that  the  fortifications 
had  then,  at  great  expense  and  labor  to  the  citizens  and 
inhabitants,  been  brought  ^^to  perfection.”  Anthony  De 
Milt  was  appointed  Sellout,  with  three  burgomasters  and 
five  schepens.  The  enth’e  city  assumed  the  appearance 
of  a military  post,  the  Commons  (the  present  Park)  be- 
coming the  parade-ground.  A ivall  or  palisade  was  placed 
around  it,  running  from  Trinity  Church  along  Wall  Street 
—hence  its  name — and  block-houses  protected  the  set- 
tlement on  every  side.  Every  day  the  Schout  reviewed 
t];ie  military,  before  the  ‘‘Stadt  Huys,”  at  the  head  of 
Coenties  Slip.  At  six  in  the  evening  he  received  the  city 
keys,  and  with  a guard  of  six  men  locked  the  public  gates, 
and  stationed  the  sentinels.  He  ui  docked  the  gates  at 
sunrise.  The  city -at  this  period  numbered  three  hundred 
and  twenty  houses. 

But  the  second  administration  of  the  Dutch  was  des- 
tined to  be  of  short  duration.  On  the  9th  of  February, 
1674,  the  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  the 
States-General  was  signed  at  Westminster ; and 
the  Dutch,  having  discovered  and  possessed  the  beautiful 
country  of  New  Netlierland  for  almost  sixty  years,  were 
now,  once  and  forever,  dispossessed  of  it.  On  that  day 
the  old  fort  became  Fort  James,”  having  surrendered  to 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  who  had  been  appointed  Governor 
by  the  Duke  of  York. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Before  closing  this  section,  and  bidding  farewell  en- 
tirely to  New  York  under  the  Dutch  rule,  it  seems  fitting 
to  glance  somewhat  minutely  at  the  social  manners  and 
customs  of  our  early  Dutch  ancestors. 

The  Dutch  of  New  Amsterdam  were  distinguished  for 
their  good  nature,  love  of  home,  and  cordial  hospitality. 
Fast  young  men,  late  hours,  and  fashionable  dissipation 
were  unknown  There  was,  nevertheless^  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity for  healthful  recreation.  Holidays  were  abundant, 
each  flimily  having  some  of  its  own,  such  as  birth-daj^s, 
christenings,^  and  marriage  anniversaries.  Each  season, 
too,  introduced  its  own  peculiar  and  social  festivals — the 
‘‘'Quilting,’^  Apple-Raising,’’  and  “ Husking  Bees.”  The 
work  on  such  occasions  was  soon  finished,  after  which  the 
guests  sat  down  to  a supper,  avoU  supplied  with  chocolate 
and  waffles — the  evening  terminating  with  a merry  dance. 
Dancing  was  a favorite  amusement.  The  slaves  danced 
to  the  music  of  thei'  xude  instruments,  in  the  markets; 
while  the  and  youths  practiced  the  same  amuse- 

ment Ihcir  social  parties,,  and  around  the  annual  May- 
Pole  on  the  Bowling  Green. 

Besides  such  holidays,  five  public  or  national  festivals 
were  observed.  These  were — Kerstrydt^  or  Christmas  ; 
Kicmv  Jat\  or  New  Year;  Paas^  or  Passover;  Pinxter, 
Whitsuntide  ; and  Santa  Claus,  St.  Nicholas,  or  Christ-Kin- 
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kle  Day.  The  morn  of  the  Nativity  was  hailed  with  uni- 
versal salutations  of  a “ Merry  Christmas  ’’ — a good  old 
Knickerbocker  custom  which  has  descended  unimpaired  to 
us.  Next,  in  the  day’s  programme,  came  ‘‘Turkey  Shoot- 
ing”— the  young  men  repairing  either  to  the  “ Beekman 
Swamp,”  or  on  the  Common  (Park),  for  this  amusement. 
Each  man  paid  a few  stivers'^  for  a “chance,”  when  the 
best  shot  obtained  the  prize.  The  day  was  also  commem- 
orated, as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  by  family  dinners,  and 
closed  with  domestic  gayety  and  cheerfulness. 

^New-Year’s  Day  was  devoted  to  the  universal  inter- 
change of  visits.  Every  door  in  New  Amsterdam  was 
thrown  wide  open,  and  a warm  welcome  extended  to  the 
stranger  as  well  as  the  friend.  It  was  considered  a breach 
of  established  etiquette  to  omit  any  acquaintance  in  these 
annual  calls,  by  which  old  friendships  were  renewed,  fam- 
ily differences  settled,  and  broken  or  neglected  intimacies 
restored.  This  is  another  of  the  excellent  customs  of  the 
olden  times  that  still  continues  among  New  Yorkers  ; and 
it's  origin,  like  'many  others,  is  thus  traced  exclusively  to 
the  earliest  Hollanders. 

Paas^  or  Easter,  was  a famous  festival  among  the 
Dutch,  but  is  now  almost  forgotten,  except  by  the  chil- 
dren, who  still  take  considerable  interest  in  coloring  eggs 
in  honor  of  the  dav.  The  eggs  were  found  then  on  everv 
table.  This  old  festival,  however,  is  rapidly  passing  away, 
and,  like  Pinxter^  will  soon  be  forgotten. 

Santa  Clans ^ howf"’*.x,  was  the  day  of  all  others  with 
the  little  Dutch  for  it  was  sacred  to  St.  Nicholas — 
the  tutek’  ■ ...  vunity  of  New  Amsterdam — who  had  presided 
at  the  figure-head  of  the  first  emigrant  ship  that  reached 
her  shores.  The  first  church  erected  within  her  fort  was 


A stiver  was  equal  to  nearly  two  cents  in  United  States  money. 
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also  named  after  St.  Nicholas.  He  was,  to  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  little  people,  a jolly,  rosy-cheeked,  little  old 
man,  with  a slouched  hat,  large  Flemish  nose,  and  a very 
long  pipe.  His  sleigh,  loaded  with  all  sorts  of  Christmas 
gifts,  was  drawn  by  swift  reindeer;  and,  as  he  drove  rap- 
idly over  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  he  would  pause  at  the 
chimneys  to  leave  presents  in  the  stockings  of  the  good 
children  ; if  had^  they  might  expect  nothing  but  a switch 
or  leather-strap.  In  this  way  the  young  Knickerbockers 
became  models  of  good  behavior  and  propriety.  They 
used  to  sing  a suitable  hymn  on  the  occasion,  one  verse 
of  which  is  here  given,  for  the  benefit  of  those  readers 
who  may  wish  to  know  how  it  sounded  in  Dutch : 

“ Sint  Nicholaas,  mvn  goden  vriend, 

Ik  lieb  u altyd  vvel  gediend  ; 

Als  gy  my  nu  wot  wilt  geben, 

Zal  ik  dieneu  als  myn  leven.” 

TRANSLATION. 

“ Saint  Nicholas,  my  dear,  good  friend, 

To  serve  you  ever  was  my  end; 

If  you  me  now  something  will  give, 

' Serve  you,  I will,  as'long  as  I live.” 

“ Dinner  parties  ” in  these  primitive  days  were  un- 
known; but  this  seeming  lack  of  social  intercourse  was 
more  than  made  up  by  the  well-known  and  numerous  tea 
parties.  To  ‘‘  take  tea  out”  was  a Dutch  institution,  and 
one  of  great  importance.  The  matrons  arrayed  in  their 
liest  petticoats  and  linsey  jackets,  “home  spun”  by  their 
own  wheels,  would  proceed  on  the  intended  afternoon 
visit.  They  '‘^"cre  capacious  pockets,  with  scissors,  pin- 
cushion, p\a  kevs  hanging  from  their  girdle,  outside  of 
tiu-  aress ; and,  reaching  the  neighbor’s  house,  the 
.visitors  indiistfiouslv  used  knittinsr-needles  and  tomrues 

c/  O O' 

at  the  same  time.  The  village  gossip  was  talked  over, 
neiglibors’  affairs  settled,  and  the  stockings  finished  by 
tea-time,  when  the  important  meal  appeared  on  the  table 
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precisely  at  six  o’clock,  This  was  always  the  occasion 
for  the  display  of  the  family  plate,  with  the  Lilliputian 
cups,  of  rare  old  family  china,  out  of  which  the  guests 
sipped  the  fragrant  herb.  A large  lump  of  loaf-sugar 
invariably  accompanied  each  cup,  on  a little  plate,  and 
the  deli«:htful  beverage  was  sweetened  bv  an  occasional 
nibble,  amid  the  more  solid  articles  of  waffles  and  Dutch 
doughnuts.  The  pleasant  visit  finished,  the  visitors,  don- 
ning cloaks  and  hoods — as  bonnets  were  unknown  — 
proceeded  homeward  in  time  for  milking  and  other  neces- 
sary household  duties.  The  kitchen  fire-places  were  of 
immense  size,  large  enough  to  roast  a sheep  or  whole 
hog;  and  the  hooks  and  trammels  sustained  large  iron 
pots  and  kettles.  Im  the  spacious  chimney-corners  the 
children  and  negroes  gathered — telling  stories  and  crack- 
ing  nuts  by  the  light  of  the  blazing  pine-knots,  while  the 
industrious  vroivs  turned  the  merry  spinning-wheel,  and 
their  lords,  the  worthy  burghers — mayhap  just  returned 
from  an  Indian  scrimmage — quietly  smoked  their  long 
pipes,  as  they  sat  watching  the  wreaths  curling  above 
their  heads.  At  length,  the  clock,  with  its  brazen  tongue, 
having  proclaimed  the  hour  of  nine,  family  prayers  were 
said,  and  all  retired,  to  rise  with  the  dawn. 

A model  housekeeper  rose  at  cock-crowing,  break- 
fiisted  with  the  dawn,  and  proceeded  to  the  duties  of  the 
day;  and  when  the  sun  reached  the  meridian  or  noon 
mark,”  dinner,  which  was  strictly  a family  meal,  was  on 
the  table.  This  domestic  time-piece  answered  every  pur- 
pose, so  regular  were  tlie  hours  and  lives  of  the  people. 
At  one  time  there  were  not  more  than  half  a dozen  clocks 
in  New  Amsterdam,  with  about  the  same  number  of 
watches.  But  they  were  strikingly  peculiar  in  one  re- 
spect : they  were  scarcely  ever  known  to  go,  and  hence 
were  of  very  little  practical  utility.  No  watch-maker 
had  yet  found  it  profitable  to  visit  the  settlement;  and 
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this  was  a period  two  centuries  before  the  invention  of 
Yankee  clocks.  For  a long  while,  time  was  marked  by 
hour-glasses  and  sun-dials. 

We  have  already  seen  the  interior  of  the  kitchen,  and 
will  now  go  up  stairs  into  the  parlor  of  the  early  Dutch 
dwellincrs.  Stoves  were  never  dreamed  of ; but  instead  of 
them  was  the  cheerful  fire-place,  sometimes  in  the  corner, 
but  more  generally  reaching  nearly  across  the  back  of 
the  room,  with  its  huge  gum  back-log  and  glowing  fire  of 
hickory.  The  shovel  and  tongs  occupied  each  corner  of 
the  ^re-place,  keeping  guard,  as  it  were,  over  the  family 
brass-mounted  andirons  which  supported  the  blazing 
wood.  Marble  mantles  had  not  yet  been  invented ; but 
chimney-jambs,  inlaid  with  party  colors,  imported  Hol- 
land tiles,  representing  all  kinds  of  Scriptural  stories, 
were  quite  ornamental  as  well  as  instructive.  Many  a 
youngster  has  received  categorical  instruction  from  these 
silent  venerable  teachers. 

In  one  corner  of  the  room  always  stood  the  huge 
oaken  iron-bound  chest,  brimful  of  household  linen,  spun 
by  the  ladies  of  the  family,  who  delighted  to  display 
these  domestic  riches  to  their  visitors.  Later,  this  plain 
wardrobe  gave  place  to  the  chest  of  dmivers^''  one  drawer 
placed  upon  the  other,  until  the  pile  reached  the  ceiling, 
with  its  shining  brass  rings  and  key-holes.  The  book- 
case, too,  with  its  complicated  writing-desk,  mysterious 
secret-drawers  and  pigeon-holes,  came  into  use  about  the 
same  period,  though  both  were  unknown  to  the  early 
Knickerbockers.  Sideboards  were  not  introduced  into 
New  Amsterdam  until  afteig  the  American  Revolution, 
and  were  entirely  of  English  origin.  The  round  tea-table 
also  occupied  a place  in  the  corner  of  the  parlor,  while 
the  large  square  dining-table  stood  in  the  kitchen  for 
daily  use.  In  another  corner  stood  the  well-known  Hol- 
land cupboard,  with  glass  doors,  conspicuously  displaying 
10 
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the  family  plate  and  porcelain.  Little  looking-glasses  in 
narrow  black  frames,  were  in  common  use ; two  or  three 
only  of  the  wealthiest  burghers  possessing  larger  mirrors, 
elaborately  ornamented  with  gilding  and  flowers.  About 
1730,  the  sconce  came  in  fashion — a hanging  or  projecting 
candlestick,  with  a mirror  to  reflect  the  rays  This  was 
a very  showy  article,  giving  a fine  light  to  the  rooms.* 
After  this  period  pier  and  mantel  glasses  came  into 
fashion.  Pictures,  such  as  they  were,  abounded ; but 
they  were,  for  the  most  part,  poor  engravings  of  Dutch 
(pities  and  naval  engagements.  Chintz  calico  of  inferior 
quality  formed  the  only  window-curtains,  without  any 
cornices.  There  were  no  carpets  among  the  early  Dutch, 
nor  any  in  general  use  among  the  New  Yorkers  until  up 
to  the  period  of  the  Revolution.  The  famous  Captain 
Kidd,  it  is  said,  owned  the  first  modern  carpet  in  his  best 
room,  and  the  pirate's  house  was  the  best  furnished  in  the 
city.  It  was  made  of  Turkey  work,  at  a cost  of  twenty- 
five  dollars,  and  resembled  a large  rug.  The  custom  of 
sanding  the  floor  of  the  principal  room,  or  parlor,  was 
universal,  and  much  taste  was  displayed  in  the  many 
fanciful  devices  and  figures  made  in  the  sand  with  the 
brooms  of  the  smart  Dutch  matrons  and  daughters.  Our 
Dutch  ancestors  knew  nothing  of  lounges  or  sofas,  or 
even  of  that  comfortable  American  invention,  the  rock- 
ing-chair. Their  best  chairs  were  straight  and  high- 
backed,  covered  with  Russia  leather,  and  elaborately  orna- 
mented with  double  and  triple  rows  of  brass  nails.  In 
addition  to  these,  the  parlor  was  decorated  with  one  or 
two  chairs  having  embroidered  seats  and  backs,  the 


* Two  of  these  quaint  fixtures,  a hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  hung,  until 
a year  or  two  since,  in  the  parlor  of  the  Union  Hall,  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 
Old  visitors  will  readily  recall  them.  They  now  adorn  the  parlors  of  Mrs. 
Washington  Putnam,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  the  widow  of  the  late  Washington 
Putnam,  for  many  years  the  genial  host  and  owner  of  the  Union.” 
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handiwork  of  the  daughters.  Some  of  the  oldest  families 
also  displayed  in  their  best  rooms  two  chairs  with  cush- 
ions of  tapestry,  or  velvet,  trimmed  with  lace.  About 
the  year  1700,  cane  seats  became  fashionable,  and  thirty 
years  after  came  the  leather  cliairs,  worth  from  five  to 
ten  dollars  each.  These  led  the  fashion  about  thirty 
years  more,  when  mahogany  and  black  walnut  chairs, 
with  their  crimson  damask  cushions,  appeared. 

But  the  most  ornamental  piece  of  furniture  in  the  par- 
lor was  the  bed,  with  its  heavy  curtains  and  valance  of 
camlet.  , No  mattresses  then,  but  a substantial  bed  of  live 
geese  feathe'rs,  with  a very  light  one  of  down  for  the  cov- 
ering. These  beds  were  the  boast  and  pride  of  the  most 
respectable  Dutch  matrons,  and,  with  their  well-filled 
chests  of  home-made  linen,  supplied  their  claims  to  skill 
in  housekeeping.  A check  covering  cased  the  bed  and 
pillows ; the  sheets  were  made  of  homespun  linen ; and 
over  the  whole  was  thrown  a bed-quilt  of  patchwork, 
wrought  into  every  conceivable  shape  and  pattern. 

The  (bedstead)  was  at  this  period  a part  of 

the  house.  It  was  constructed  something  like  a cupboard, 
with  closing  doors,  so  that  by  day,  when  unoccupied,  the 
apartment  could  be  used  for  a sitting-room.  In  more 
humble  houses,  the  sloajj  hancJc^^^  or  “ bunk,”  was  the 
sleeping-place.  In  Dutch  taverns,  the  good  vrotv  or  her 
maid  opened  the  doors  of  the  ‘‘betste”  for  the  traveler, 
and,  like  a kind  mother,  bade  him  ^^mel  te  rusten'^^ — “good- 
night,” and  always, ‘as  an  old  friend,  ^^lioo-if  rces"''' — “good- 
by.”  To  this  day,  in  Holland,  travelers  meet  similar 
receptions  at  the  taverns ; and  all  the  guests,  assembling 
in  one  room,  eat,  drink,  and  smoke. 

.Our  Dutch  foretathers  were  fond  of  pure,  good  milk — 
a luxury  unknown  to  their  unfortunate  descendants.  It 
was  the  common  practice  for  all  who  could  afford  stable 
room,  to  keep  their  own  cows,  and  thus  furnish  their  finii- 
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lies  with  milk  and  butter.  Rip  Yan  Dam,  in  174S,  kept 
two  cows ; and  Abraham  De  Puyster,  one  of  the  wealthi- 
est merchants,  owned  the  same  number.  Good  pasturage, 
too,  surrounded  the  town,  no  further  off  than  the  present 
Park.  A man  with  a bell  came  along  early  in  the  morn- 
ing for  the  cows,  driving  them  through  Wall  to  the  city- 
gate,  at  the  corner  of  that  street  and  Water ; thence  to 
the  fields  about  the  Collect,  where  the  Tombs  now  stands ; 
in  the  evening  he  brought  them  back  to  their  owners. 

In  the  earlier  period  of  New  Amsterdam,  the  gvain 
^ was  made  into  flour  by  pestle  and  mortar,  every  family 
adopting  this  method.  Coin  then  as  now  was  exceedingly 
scarce ; nor  was  there  even  any  paper  currency.  Hence, 
grain  became  as  much  the  circulating  medium  as  green- 
backs are  at  the  present  day  with  us.  From  this  cir- 
cumstance, the  pestle  and  mortar  constituted  the  real 
mints  of  the  people ; the  pounded  grain  passing  current' 
for  goods  and  labor,  like  bank-notes. 

The  horses  of  those  days  w^ere  bred  wdld  in  the  woods 
and  pastures  which  covered  the  upper  part  of  Manhattan 
Island.  Thousands  of  them  ran  at  large,  their  owners,  at 
certain  seasons,  branding  them  with  their  names,  when 
they  were  turned  loose  again,  until  \rinter  rendered  a 
shelter  for  them  necessary.  Such  was  their  great  increase, 
that  it  is  said  the  Island  was  overrun  by  the  animals,  now 
become  as  wild  and  dangerous  as  the  bufialoes  of  the  prai- 
ries ; the  breed  was,  consequently,  inferior,  the  price  of  a 
horse  ranging  from  ten  dollars  to  forty  dollars,  according  to 
the  strength,  and  npt  the  speed,  of  the  animal.  This  great 
plenty  of  horse-ilesh,  however,  afforded  ample  opportunity 
for  the  fair  Dutch  dames  to  indulge  their  favorite  pastime 
— riding  on  horseback.  The  ladies,  at  this  period,  how- 
ever, did  not  ride  on  horseback  alonc^  as  is  now  the  fash- 
ion, but  were  mounted  upon  a pillion,  or  padded  cuihiou, 
placed  behind  the  gentleman’s  saddle  (or  a servant’s),  upon 
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whose  support  they  depended.  This  was  the  common 
custom,  as  the  roads  were  unbroken,  being,  in  fact,  little 
better  than  bridle-paths.  Early  in  the  eighteenth  century 
side-saddles  came  into  partial  use.  The  gentlemen’s  hous- 
ings were  made  of  bright-colored  cloths  or  velvet,  often 
trimmed  with  silver  lace  ; holsters  were  common. 

The  literature  of  New  Amsterdam  was  entirely  differ- 
ent from  that  of  modern  times  In  the  place  of  the  nov- 
els, magazines,  and  light  reading  which  now  fill  the  cen- 
ter-tables, there  was  to  be  found  little  else  than  Bibles, 
Testaments,  and  hymn-books.  The  matrons’  church  books 
were  generally  costly  bound,  with  silver  clasps  and  edg- 
ings, and  sometimes  of  gold.  These  were  suspended  to 
the  girdle  by  silver  and  gold  chains,  and  distinguished  the 
style  of  the  families  using  them,  on  the  Sabbath  days. 

The  Sundays  in  New  Amsterdam  w^ere,  moreover,  bet- 
ter observed  by  its  inhabitants  than  at  the  present  day. 
All  classes,  arrayed  in  their  best^  then  attended  the  pub- 
lic services  of  religion;  and  the  people,  almost  exclusively 
Calvinists,  attended  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  The 
or  bell-ringer  and  sexton,  was  an  important 
personage  on  the  Sabbath.  He  not  only  summoned  the 
congregation  by  the  sound  of  the  church-going  bell,  but 
formed  a procession  of  himself  and  his  assistants  to  carry 
the  cushions  of  the  burgomasters  and  schepens  from  the 
City  Hall  to  the  pews  appropriated  to  these  ofiicials.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Sellout  went  his  rounds,  to  see  that 
quiet  was  kept  in  the  streets  during  Divine  worship,  and 
also  to  stop  the  games  of  the  negro  slaves  and  Indians — 
to  whom  the  Sabbath  was  allowed  as  a day  of  recreation, 
except  during  church  hours. 

. Small  pieces  of  'wampum  were  obtained  by  the  deacons, 
and  sold  at  great  value  to  tlie  heads  of  the  Dutch  families. 
These,  having  been  distributed  among  the  different  mein- 
i^ers  of  families,  were  then  taken  to  churcii,  and  deposited 
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in  the  collection-bags,  which  were  attached  to  long  poles. 
Such  was  the  custom  a long  while  ; nor,  in  some  of  the  in- 
terior Dutch  settlements,  has  it  been  entirely  abandoned  at 
the  present  day.  Formerly,  a small  bell  was  attached  to 
the  bottom  of  the  bags,  to  remind  the  drowsy  of  the  col- 
lection. The  deacons,  being  thus  prepared  to  receive  the 
benefactions  of  the  congregation,  presented  themselves  in 
front  of  the  pulpit,  Avhen,  the  Dominie  having  addressed  a 
few  appropriate  words  to  them,  they  forthwith  proceeded 
to  collect  the  contributions.  x\t  that  day,  also,  the  Koor- 
, leser^^  or  Clerk,  occupied  a little  pew  in  front  of  the  pul- 
pit, holding  in  his  hand  a rod,  on  the  end  of  which  all 
notices  were  placed,  and  thus  passed  up  to  the  Dominie. 
The  moment  the  minister  reached  the  pulpit  stairs,  he 
offered,  a private  prayer,  holding  his  hat  before  his  face, 
until,  having  sought  the  aid  of  the  Lord  and -Mas  ter,  he 
ascended  the  sacred  desk. 

It  was  also  at  this  time  the  custom  to  publish  from  the 
pulpit  the  bans  three  times  before  a marriage  could  be 
solemnized. 

The  Dutch  Church  was,  at  this  period,  within  the  fort, 
at  the  Battery ; and  the  present  Bowling  Green,  an  open 
field,  exhibited  many  country  wagons,  arranged  in  regular 
order,  while  their  horses  were  allowed  to  graze  on  the 
green  slopes  that  led  down  to  the  Hudson  Biver.  And 
here,  in  the  old  Church  of  St.  Nicholas^  for  half  a century, 
from  1642  to  1693,  the  early  Dutch  worshipped  God  in 
His  Holy  Temple. 

Every  house  in  New  Amsterdam  was  surrounded  by  a 
garden,  sufliciently  large  to  accommodate  a horse,  a cow. 
two  pigs,  fowls,  a patch  of  cabbages,  and  a tulip-bed.  In- 
deed, the  love  of  flowers  seems  to  have  been  inherent 
in  the  Dutch  dames.  While  the  head  of  a family  care- 
fully watched  the  growth  of  some  ancient  household  tree, 
planted,  in  accordance  with  a universal  custom  in  New 
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Amsterdam,  directly  before  the  door-way,  the  matron 
might  have  been  seen  with  her  large  calash  over  her 
shoulders,  and  her  little  painted  basket  of  seeds  in  her 
hand,  going  to  the  labors  of  the  garden.  Nor  is  this  figu- 
rative. It  was  the  universal  custom  for  a Dutch  lady  in 
independent  circumstances,  gentle  of  form  and  manner,  to 
sow,  plant,  and  cultivate.  These  fair  gardeners  were  also 
good  fiorists.  Where  have  there  ever  been  found  choicer 
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liyacinths  and  tulips  than  among  the  Hollanders?  In- 
deed, all  New  Yorkers  may  well  feel  proud  of  their  great- 
great-great  grandmothers  from  Holland.  They  were  fair 
and  unblemished  religious  dames,  with  great  grasp  of 
mind,  and  of  exemplary  industry.  The  important  task 
of  religious  instruction  chiefly  devolved  upon  them ; and 
the  essentials,  especially  the  ceremonials  of  piety,  were 
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instilled  upon  the  minds  of  ” their  children.  Hence  moth- 
ers among  the  early  Dutch  were  always  regarded  with 
peculiar  reverence. 

The  Dutch  ladies  wore  no  bonnets,  as  is  still  the 
fashion  with  some  of  the  German  emigrants  who  now 
arrive  at  Castle  Garden.  At  New  Amsterdam  the  fash- 
ionable dress  was  a colored  petticoat,  rather  short  (for 
ease  in  walking),  waist  jacket,  colored  hose  of  homespun 
woolen,  and  high-heeled  shoes,  suitable  to  a city  desti- 
tute of  pavements  or  sidewalks  of  any  kind.  The  Dutch 
bur<i:hers  wore  long-waisted  coats,  with  skirts  reaching 
almost  to  their  aiildes,  and  adorned  with  large  silver  but- 
tons. The  wardrobe  of  a prominent  burgomaster  at  the 
transfer  of  New  Amsterdam  to  the  British,  was  as  fol- 
lows: A cloth  coat,  with  silver  buttons,  worth  fifteen 
dollars ; a stuff  coat,  ten  dollars  ; cloth  breeches,  ten 
shillings ; ' a cloth  coat,  with  gimp  buttons,  seven  dol-^ 
lars  and  fifty  cents ; a black  cloth  coat,  seven  dollars ; 

^ a black  velvet  coat,  fifteen  dollars ; a silk  coat,  breeches, 
and  doublet,  six  dollars;  a silver  cloth  breeches  and 
doublet,  five  dollars;  a velvet  waistcoat,  with  silver  lace, 
five  dollars ; a buff  coat  and  silk  sleeves,  five  dollars ; 
three  grass-green  cloaks,  six  dollars  each ; besides  several 
old  suits.  To  these  also  must  be  added  linen,  hose,  shoes 
with  silver  buckles,  a cane  with  an  ivory  head,  and  a 
hat.  It  may  be  doubted  if  our  present  Mayors,  with  all 
their  cloths  and  cassimeres,  possess  even  one  tithe  of 
such  an  'assortment  of  coats,  pants,  and  vests,  as  this 
official  Dutchman,  their  predecessor,  in  “ye  olden  time.''* 

In  the  good  old  Dutch  times  respectable  tradesmen 


* A little  later,  in  1600,  wo  find  among  a fashionable  gentleman’s  apparel, 
etc.,  grecQ  silk  breeches,  tinted  with  silver  and  gold  ; silver  ganze-breeches, 
scurlet  and  blue  silk  stockings,  laced  shirt,  a blue  cloth  stuff  and  frieze  coat,  a 
gun  and  a pair  of  pistols,  a silver-hilted  sword,  a silver  spoon  and  fork,  a lacku 
hat,  a campaign,  shut-bob,  old-bob  wigs,  and  periwigs. 
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worked  hard ; none  were  drones  or  mere  lookers-on. 
There  existed  but  little  competition  among  trades- 
men, as  with  us.  No  tempting  display  of  goods  in 
show-windows  attracted  the  attention  and  excited 
the  desire  of  passers-by  to  go  beyond  their  ijieans. 
Content  to  sell  their  goods  at  a fair  profit,  they 
secured  both  good  customers  and  a reputation  for 
probity  and  fair  dealing.  It  was  the  English  who 
first  introduced  display,  fashion,  and  extravagance.  It 
was  they  who  first  introduced  the  custom  of  keeping 
the  shops  open  at  night — a needless  and  expensive  fash- 
ion, and  greatly  injurious  to  the  health  and  morals  of  the 
clerks.  In  these  early  days,  however,  the  diligent  closed 
their  stores  and  shops  at  an  early  hour.  All  classes 
went  on  foot;  for  carriages  and  wheeled  vehicles  were 
very  scarce.  Evefi  physicians  paid  all  their  visits  on 
foot ; and,  in  another  respect,  they  differed  widely  from 
the  doctors  of  the  present  day — their  charges  were  very 
moderate. 

At  funerals,  it  was  the  custom  to'  give  hot  wine  in 
winter,  and  wine-sangaree  in  summer.  Ladies  generally 
attended  on  such  mournful  occasions,  especially  if  the 
deceased  was  a female,  when  burnt  wine  was  served  in 
silver  tankards.  At  a later  era,  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Daniel  Phoenix,  the  wife  of  the  City  Treasurer,  all  the 
pall-bearers  were  ladies. 

The  working  man  always  wore  his  leather  apron,  no 
matter  what  his  employment.  Tradesmen  were  accus- 
tomed to  saw  their  own  wood ; and  a most  healthful  ex- 
ercise it  was.  Nor  did  any  man  in  middle  circumstances 
fear  to  carry  home  his  ‘‘one  hundredweight”  of  meal 
from  market.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  have  been  con- 
sidered a disgrace  to  have  avoided  such  a burden. 

A greater  change,  however,  in  the  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple, cannot  be  named  than  in  that  of  hired  servants  or 
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“ help.^’  The  female  servants  formerly  wore  short  gowns 
of  green  baize,  with  petticoats  of  linsey-woolsey,'  receiv- 
ing only  half  a dollar  a week  for  their  wages.  Now  they 
demand  from  eight  to  fourteen  dollars  a month,  and  dress 
like  fashionable  ladies,  displaying  all  their  pride  and 
show. 

In  these  primitive  days,  also,  when  a man  “ set  up 
business,’’  he  invariably  took  down  his  own  shutters, 
opened  the  door,  swept  the  store,  and  dusted  the  goods 
himself  by  the  gray  dawn.  Then  men  grew  rich  by 
early  rising,  economy,  and  industry,  and  by  attending  to 
their  own  business  themselves,  and  not  leaving  their  inter- 
est in  the  charge  of  boys,  agents,  or  clerks.  The  only 
capital  of  most  young  men  then  were  industry  and  punc- 
tuality; and  labor  and  honesty  were  as  hishionable  at 
this  early  day 'as  stylish  young  men,  defaulting  cashiers, 
fast  living,  and  fast  horses  are  now.  Neither  would  any 
sensible  matron  permit  her  daughter  to  encourage  the 
attention  of  any  young  man  who  was  not  his  own  servant. 

Shortly  before  ’ the  cession  of  New  Amsterdam  to  the 
British  rule,  the  settlement  was  celebrated  for  its  num- 
ber of  young  people,  as  the  children  of  the  early  immi- 
grants had  then  readied  adult  age.  Several  daughters  of 
the  wealthy  burghers  were  married  to  young  English- 
men whose  visits  were  only  of  a temporary  character. 
Many  romantic  rural  spots,  everywhere  surrounding  the 
settlements  at  New  Netherland,  were  naturally  favorable 
to  the  important  business  of  courtship,  and  there  were 
several  places  of  pleasant  resort  famed  for  this  business, 
even  at  that  early  day.  The  Locust-Trees  was  one,  upon 
a bluff  on  the  shore  of  the  North  River,  a little  back  of 
the  present  Trinity  Church-j’ard.  From  this  command- 
ing and  shady  eminence,  the  eye  could  wander  over  an 
extensive  vista  of  river,  bay,  islands,  and  the  bold,  distant 
hills  of  New  Jersey.  Here,  too,  was  the  West  India 
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Company’s  beautiful  garden,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Trinity  Church,  with  its  rich  flowers  and  vegetable  pro- 
ductions. A little  beyond  the  town  was  Maiden^ s Valleij^ 
now  Maiden  Lane,  a rural,  shady  walk,  with  a charming 
litte  rivulet  meandering  through  it.  The  original  name  of 
this  rustic  walk  was  T’  Maagde  Paafje^  or  the  Maiden’s 
Path.”  South  of  this  lane  stretched  the  Clover  Watie^  or 
“ Pasture  Field ; ” and  from  the  present  Gold  street,  hid- 
den in  the  foliage,  a little  stream,  fed  by  a living  spring, 
came  tumbling  down  the  rocks.  From  John,  near  Gold, 
a lopger  walk  led  to  the  enchanting  lakelet,  the  Kolck^  or 
“ Collect,”  nestling  within  a circle  of  forest  hills.  Like 
many  such  ponds  in  the  vicinity  of  old  villages,  this, 
traditionally,  had  no  bottom,  and  was  said  to  be  haunted 
by  the  spirits  of  some  old  native  sachems,  the  paddles  of 
whose  canaes  could  be  heard  at  night,  though  nothing 
was  seen  visibly  to  disturb  the  crystal  waters.  All  these 
spots  were  famous  trysting-places  of  the  youthful  New 
Netherlanciers.  But  how  changed  the  scene!  Where 
those  sparkling  and  beautiful  waters  once  flowed,  and  the 
morning  carols  of  the  birds  were  heard,  the  dark,  sorrow- 
ful and  simple  abodes  of  the  Five  Points  ” now  stand  in 
close  proximity  to  the  gloomy  prison  cells  of  the  “ Tombs.” 
But  although  New  York  City,  two  hundred  years  ago, 
passed  over  to  British  rule,  still  the  inhabitants  remained 
Dutch  in  their  manners,  customs,  modes  of  thought,  and 
religious  ideas,  for  many  subsequent  years.  Sleighing 
was  a fashionable  amusement ; and  a ride  to  Harlem  be- 
came the  longest  drive  among  the  “ city  folk.”  Parties, 
however,  often  turned  aside  to  visit  “ Hell  Gate,”  in- 
fluenced, doubtless,  by  the  fact  that  on  this  road,  over 
the  Tamkill  (a  little  stream  emptying  into  the  East 
River,  opposite  BlackwcH’s  Island),  was  the  Kissing 
Bridge^  so  laid  down  on  the  old  maps,  and  named  from 
the  old  Dutch  custom  of  the  gentlemen  saluting  their 
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lady  companions  whenever  they  crossed  the  bridge. 
That  was  the  day  also  of  the  cocked  hats  ” and  ''  cues,” 
which  stuck  out  from  behind  the  head  stiff  as  a poker.” 
The  most  fashionable  gentleman  made  his  appearance  be- 
fore the  fair  one  who  was  to  be  his  companion  in  the  ride,  in 
a large  camlet  cloak,  with  a very  large  cape,  snuff-colored 
coat,  small  clothes  and  thick  stockings  drawn  over  the 


shoes  to  keep  out  the  snow.  In  addition^  a woolen  tip- 
pet warmly  protected  his  neck,  and  domestic-knit  mittens 
his  hands.  People  then  showed  their  good  sense  bv 
dressing  according  to  the  weather. 

An  old  chronicle  tells  us  that  an  Ethiopian,  named 
Cmsar,  had  great  fame  as  a driver,  fiddler,  and  waiter.  The 
ladies,  once  upon  a time,  appeared  in  liusey-woolsev,  with 
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hoods  of  immense  size ; and  at  noon  away  went  the  party 
in  high  glee,  to  the  jingle  of  sleigh-hells,  to  take  a cup  of 
tea  and  a dance  at  Harlem.  Reaching  there^  Coesar  tuned 
his  three-stringed  fiddle ; when  the  gentlemen  appeared 
in  their  snare-toed  shoes,  and  the  ladies  in  peak-toed, 
high-heeled  slippers.  Dancing  and  skipping  the  ‘‘  light, 
fantastic  toe  ” immediately  begun,  and  continued  until 


TURTLE  BAY  AND  BLACKWELL’S  ISLAND. 


eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  they  again  hastened 
back  to  the  city;  for  “ to  he  out”  after  nine,  on  common 
occasions,  was  considered  a certain  sign  of  bad  morals. 

The  earliest  Dutch  emigrants  to  New  York  left  their 
deep  impress  upon  the  city  and  upon  the  State.  Far- 
reaching  commerce,  which  immortalized  Old  Amsterdam 
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in  the  seventeenth  centuryj  soon  provoked  the  envy  of 
New  Amsterdam’s  neighbors,  and  in  the  end  made  our  city 
the  emporium  of  the  Western  World.  Our  ancestors  left 
children  and  children’s  children,  who  were  well  fitted  to 
act  important  parts  in  the  great  work  of  opening  the 
American  continent  to  European  Christian  civilization. 
They  brought  with  them  honest  maxims,  industry,  and 
the  liberal  ideas  of  their  Fatherland — their  school-masters, 
their  dominies,  and  their  Bibles.  In  the  course  of  events, 
however,  New  Netherland  passed  over  to  British  rule, 
wl\en  new  customs,  new  relationships,  and  new  habits  of 
thought,  were  introduced.* 


* It  may  be  amusing- to  many  of  the  present  generation,  so  little  accustomed 
to  the  old  Dutch  names,  to  read  some  titles  once  very  familiar  in  New  Amster- 
dam and  New  York,  but  now  so  seldom  thought  of  or  understood : 

De  Herr — Officer  ; or  Hoofdt-Schout,  High-Sheriffi 

De  FUcoll — Attorney-General. 

Groot  Btngeyiecht,  and  Klein  Bingenecht,  the  Great  and  Small  Citizenship, 
early  marking  the  two  orders  of  society. 

The  Sellout  (Sheriff),  Burgomeesters,  and  Schepens,  then  ruled  the  city,  '‘as 
in  all  cities  of  the  Fatherland.” 

Gehcim  Schuyner — Recorder  of  Secrets. 

Wees-Meesters — Guardians  of  Orphans. 

Boy-Meester — Regulator  of  Fences. 

Eyck-Meester — The  Weigh-Master. 

The  word  Boss,  still  in  use,  a century  ago  was  written  “ Baas,”  and  literally 
means  “ master.” 
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SECOI^D  PEKIOD. 
1674-1783. 

From  the  English  Conquest  to  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  Termination  of 

British  Rule. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Before  entering  upon  the  history  of  this  period,  it 
seems  desirable  to  take  a ramble  about  the  limits  of  New 
Amsterdam,  and  see  for  ourselves  how  it  appeared  at  the 
time  that  the  Dutch  surrendered  it  to  the  English.  In 
our  walk  we  will  take  as  our  guide  a map  of  the  Toivne 
of  Wanibados^  or  Neiv  Amsterdam^  as  it  ivas  in  Sep- 
tember^ 1601,”  a copy  of  which  now  lies  before  us. 

This  is,  so  far  as  known,  the  only  plan  of  the  city  executed 
in  the  early  Dutch  times,  and  was  found  a few  years 
since  in  the  British  Museum. 

The  town  wind-mill  stood  on  a bluff,  within  our  pres- 
ent Battery,  opposite  Greenwich  Street.  On  Water,  be- 
tween Whitehall  and  Moore  Streets,  was  the  “ Government 
House,”  built,  by  Stuy  vesant,  of  stone,  and  the  best  edifice 
in  the  town.  When  Governor  Dongan  became  its  owner 
he  changed  its  name  from  the  “ Government  House  ” to 
“ Whitehall,”  and  hence  the  name  of  the  street.  It  was 
surrounded  by  a large  inclosure,  one  side  of  which,  with 


-V  f 


fy.  , .'i.  '•.';.*r-^ 


-S' 


' , -5.,J  ' ■'^■Vt  ■ ;■•*  ,"u*r-'>^  • ' I .*<;>>«  V ^ ^■ 

■ ’ ■"  •■».  ■■  ‘ ' ■-,  1^'  ■■  \V  f"’*'  ' ' '■»•''  "^  . ■ ’■ 


^’.  ■':  ■'■  ' .-'  ' WV-  >■■■■  ■ '■  r'  , ,"  ■ .. 


l.^ 


■K': 


j 


•■'*1'.  ■'  'b-  ,?(*:' 


\%"W 


A 


H'Ik^' 


>■: 


-I'-;*-, 

.dro  I H 3'^.'ii  «,  o 0 a-a 


.8STI-- 


k.‘46ira..!ua.;T «iiIl.B4 '•'i'  <?' Hwspw^^iTsaa  »lu  orof?  ' ; 

-v-v.-">»  .siuM.wiha-''  ' .,  V : ' -; 


4 - ' '"v^' 


■./•  V'  &i'  .!-.  i.'  .-  ■•  .-  ■ ■ i, 

)i  Mm  ■'<’•  ' nu'l«  #50iaa  ^ 

w&K'lo  Biiiuji  -.Jl  Jirdff.':  . . .| 

- , , 

;■  i;  &«,s>fxd^ntw  ®W  iiijiv/  luo  ■ 

; ^ ■*'*  '''■"'”  -tiiVMwulE  \<i 

. . V .» "■■■•■'-•'<"  I' 

^ 3fi„W  i.5o  ; 4 


88 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


the  garden,  was  washed  by  the  river.  A little  dock  for 
pleasure-boats  ran  into  the  stream  at  this  point.  Here, 
also,  was  located  the  Governor’s  house,  between  which  and 
the  canal  in  Broad  street  was  the  present  Pearl  Street, 
then  the  great  center  of  trade — known  as  the  ^AVater- 
side,”  and  sometimes  as  the  ‘^Strand.”  Near  the  Gov- 
ernor’s house  was  the  Way-house,”  or  Weigh-house,  at 
the  head  of  the  public  wharf  at  the  foot  of  the  present 
Moore  Street.  A very  short  distance  off,  and  parallel  with 
Pearl,  ran  the  Brugh  Straat  the  present  Bridge  Street), 
so  named  from  the  fact  of  its  leading  to  the  bridge  across 
the  canal  in  Broad.  There  was  a small  passage-way  run- 
ning through  this  block  and  along  the  side  of  the  yOld 
Chui'ch,”  for  convenient  access  to  a row  of  houses  laid 
do^vn  on  the  map.  These,  five  in  number,  belonged  to  the 
Company,  and  were  built  of  stone.  In  front  of  them  was 
a beautiful  sloping  green.  The  canal  in  Broad  Street  was, 
in  truth,  but  a narrow  stream,  running  toward  Wail 
Street  for  a quarter  of  a mile.  Both  sides  were  dyked 
with  posts,  in  the  fashion  Fatherland^  at  the  distance  of 
twelve  feet  from  the  houses.  On  each  side,  as  houses  line 
a canal  in  Holland,  stood  a row  of  buildings  in  the  ultra- 
Dutch  style,  low,  high-peaked,  and  very  neat,  with  their 
gables  toward  the  street.  Each  had  its  stoop,  a vane  or 
weather-cock,  and  its  dormer-window.  From  the  roof  of 
one,  a little  iron  crane  projected,  with  a small  boat  at  its 
end,  as  a sign  of  this  being  the  “ Ferry-house.”  The 
landing  was  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  in  Broad  Street,  at 
the  point  where  Garden  united  with  it.  This  canal  or  lit- 
tle stream  originally  went  up  to  ‘‘ Verlettenberg  Hill  ” 
(Exchange  Place),  afterward  corrupted  into  “ Flotten- 
banck.”  This  was  the  head  of  tide-water ; and  here  tlie 
country  people  from  Brooklyn,  Gowanus,  and  Bergen 
brought  their  marketing  to  the  center  of  the  city.  Many 
of  the  market-boats  were  rowed  by  stout  women,  without 
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hats  or  bonnets,  but  wearing  in  their  place  close  caps, 
There  were  generally  two  rowers  to  each  craft. 

Further  along  the  East  River,  or  ‘‘  water-side,”  a build- 
ing of  considerable  pretension  appeared — the  IStaclt  Hufjs^ 
or  City  Hall,  first  erected  as  a tavern,  but  afterward  taken 
by  the  municipal  government.  In  front  of  the  Stadt  Iluys 
was  placed  a battery  of  three  guns.  Proceeding  along  the 
river-shore,  we  pass  Hanover  Square,  where  two  boats  are 
lying,  and  approach  the  “ City  Gate,”  at  the  foot  of  Wall 
Street,  sometimes  called  the  “ Water  Gate,”  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  “ Land  Gate  ” at  the  end  of  the  road  on  the 
Sheera  Straat  (Broadway).  The  Water  Gate  seems  to 
have  been  quite  an  imposing  structure,  doubtless  because 
Pearl  Street  was  the  great  thoroughfare  and  main  entrance 
to  the  town.  Most  of  the  strangers  or  visitors  to  New 
Amsterdam  came  from  Long  Island. 

Continuing  oiu'  walk  toward  Long  Island  Ferry,  or 
“ Passage  Place,”  and  passing  by  Maagde  Paafje  (Maiden 
Lane),  we  come  to  another  public  way  leading  to  “ Shoe- 
makers’ Land  ” and  “ Vanderclifl’s  Orchard,”  both  places 
of  noted  resort.  This  was  the  present  John  Street,  from 
Pearl  to  Cliff. 

At  a very  early  day  the  tanneries  in  Broad  Street  were 
declared  a nuisance,  and  their  owners  ordered  to  remove 
beyond  the  city  limits.  This  they  did,  and  established 
themselves  along  Maiden  Lane,  then  a marshy  valley.* 


* When  tlie  yTaagde  Paatje,  or  >[aiden  Lane,  was  continued  tliroug-h  to  the 
river,  and  widened  below  Pearl  Street  for  the  slip  called  “ Countess’s  Slip,”  in 
compliment  (for  some  “ slip  ” of  hers?)  to  the  lady  of  the  Governor,  Lord  Bella- 
mont,  a market  was  built  there,  known  as  the  Jly  Market,  the  ‘‘  Market  in  the 
Marsh,”  corrupted  to  the  Fly  Market.  Hence,  wlien  in  subsequent  years  there 
arose  a sharp  contest  between  a New-Yorker  and  a Philadelphian  on  the  all-im- 
portant question,  in  which  of  their  cities  was  the  best  fare,  the  New-Yorker 
would  boast  of  his  fish,  their  variety,  scores  of  kinds,  their  freshness,  some  even 
alive  and  gasping  in  the  market.  This  fact  was  not  to  be  denied  ; but  to  avoid 
the  effect  of  a triumph,  the  Philadelphian  \vi>uld  only,  signiticantly,  remind  him, 
tKit  however  fresh  hi.s  Jinfc  mi^hi  be,  the  jl>  sk  he  ate  during  the  summor  months 
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Four  of  the  number,  shoemakers  by  trade,  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  bounded  by  Broadway,  Ann,  William,  and 
Gold  Streets,  and  here  commenced  their  business.  This 
region  was  thenceforth  known  as  the  Shoemakers'  Land,  a 
name  which  it  retained  so  late  as  16 90,  when  it  was  divided 
into  town-lots.  The  tanners  were  next  driven  from  this 
locality  into  what  is  even  now  known  as  the  ‘‘  Swamp,"  The 
Vander cliff ' s Orchard  was  bounded  by  the  East  River,  Shoe- 
makers’ Land,  and  Maiden  Lane.  Its  original  owner  was 
Hendrick  Ryker,  who  sold  it  in  1680  to  Dirck  Yandercliff. 
During  the  Revolution  this  tract  received  the  more  pleas- 
ant-sounding name  of  Golden  Ilill,^  so  named,  it  is  said, 
from  the  fine  wheat  grown  on  it.  , Cliff  Street  yet  pre- 
serves a part  of  the  old  title.  Proceeding  past  Golden 
Hill  we  come  to  a large  edifice,  close  to  the  present  site 
of  Fulton  Market,  and  marked  on  the  map  as  “ Alderton’s 
Buildings.”  surrounded  by  a fence.  This  is  supposed  to 
be  the  store-house  of  Isaac  Allerton,  who  resided  at  New 
Amsterdam  and  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  the 
New-England  colonies.  He  was  one  of  the  emigrants  in 
the  Map  Floiver,  and  a notable  character  in  our  early  his- 
tory. His  business  was  the  importation  of  tobacco  from 
Virginia,  and  this  edifice  was  probably  his  great  tobacco 
depot. 

Continuing  our  tour,  we  reach  the  “ Passage  Place.”  the 
present  Peck  Slip,  known  for  a long  time  as  the  “ Old 
Ferry.”  This  was  the  earliest  Brooklyn  ferry;  and  its 
rates  were  regulated  by  the  city  authorities,  in  1654,  at 
three  stivers  for  foot  passengers,  except  Indians,  who  paid 
six,  unless  there  were  two  or  more.  Here  Cornells  Dirck- 

was  not  quite  free  from  taint.  Since,  from  tlie  swarms  of  the  insect  in  the  prin- 
cipal market,  it  was  called  emphatically  the  Fly  Market.  The  poor  New- 
Yorker,  if^norant  of  the  Dutch  lanf^uajje  and  of  the  etymologies  from  it,  and 
hence  knowinjjf  no  better  than  that  it  was  the  true  name  of  the  market,  left 
without  a reply  ; left  to  experience  what  no  one  can  know  who  has  not  expe- 
rienced how  provoking  it  is  to  be  obliged  in  a disputation  to  give  up  the  point. 
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<enj  the  ferryman,  who  owned  a farm  near  by,  at  the  sound 
of  a horn  hanging  on  the  tree  ferried  the  passengers  over 
in  his  little  skiff.  Still  further  on  there  was  a little  stream, 
on  the  bank  of  w'hich  stood  a water-mill.  This  brook  ran 
into  Walphafs  Meadoiv^  which  covered  the  present  Roose- 
velt street  and  vicinity.  This  stream,  known  as  “ Old 
Wreck  Brook,”  ran  from  the  meadow  into  the  Kolck 
(Collect),  a bridge  crossing  it  on  the  highway  in  Chatham 
near  Pearl. 

The  ‘‘  Commons  ” (the  present  Park)  was  a well-known 
spot  in  .early  New  York.  Through  it  passed  the  post-road 
to  Boston,  the  present  Chatham  Street,  and  for  many  years 
this  was  the  place  for  public  executions.  North  of  the 
Commons  or  the  Vlaclde  (the  Flat  ”),  lay  the  Fresh-Water 
Pond  (to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made)  wdth  its 
neighboring  district  jYo/c/;  Ilook^  or  Collect,  below  the  Com- 
mons.* Near  the  Collect  rose  Potter’s  Hill.  At  its  foot 
followed  the  “ Owl’s  Kill,”  leading  the  waters  of  that  pond 
through  the  marshes  of  ‘AYolfert’s  Valley”  to  the  East 
River.  Toward  the  river  w\as  the  Stvump^  the  present 
Ferry  Street  and  neighborhood,  a low  marshy  place,  cov- 
ered with  bushes  and  briars.t  ' 

* As  the  city  gradually  extended  its  limits,  the  powder-house,  at  first  built 
on  the  Commons,  was  considered  unsafe  and  a new  magazine  was  built  in  1T28 
upon  a secluded  little  island  in  the  Fresh- Water  Pond.  Not  far  from  this  place, 
in  the  course  of  the  following  year,  Noe  Willey,  of  I..ondon,  gave  to  his  three 
sons  in  New  York  the  ground  for  a Jewish  cemetery.  It  was  bounded  by 
Chatham,  Catharine  and  Oliver  Streets,  and  was  to  be  held  forever  as  a burial 
place  for  the  Israelites.  But  the  wishes  of  the  old  Hebrew  have  been  violated 
long  since,  for  Chatham  Street  now  runs  through  the  sacred  inclosure,  and 
Mammon  has  erected  a bank  and  stores  upon  the  spot.  Some  tomb-stones, 
however,  still  stand,  like  grim  sentinels,  to  keep  guard  over  this  once  hallowed 
and  venerable  grave-yard, 

f In  1T44,  this  tract  was  sold  for  £200  to  Jacobus  Roosevelt,  who  divided  it 
into  fifty  lots  and  established  on  them  several  tanneries.  This  indicated  its 
future  destiny,  and  ever  since  it  has  been  the  center  of  the  large  leather  trade 
of  the  city.  More  immense  tort  lines  have  been  made  about  that  region  than 
any  other  of  the  same  extent  in  the  city.  It  was  originally  called  Beekmaii' s 
^iramp,  and  leased  to  Uip  Van  Dam,  a member  of  the  Council,  for  twenly-one 
years,  al  a yearly  rent  of  twenty  shillings. 
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The  city-wall,  called  'the  “ Lingel^^  or  ramparts,  was 
a row  of  palisades,  with  embankments  nine  feet  high  and 
four  wide,  on  which  several  canon  were  mounted  on  bas- 
tions. Two  large  stone  points  were  afterward  added — 
one  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Wall,  called  Ilollan- 
dia^’'  and  the  other  on  the  north-west  corner  of  Wall  and 
William,  known  as  ‘‘  Zealandlar  These  completely  com- 
manded the  whole  front  of  the  city- wall. 

Retracing  our  steps  into  town,  we  have  now  leisure 
to -examine  more  carefully  the  canal,  which  is  laid  down 
as  running  through  the  entire  length  of  Broad  Street. 
Thirty  years  later  this  canal  was  tilled  up.  It  had  a little 
branch  running  toward  the  west  through  Beaver  Street. 
The  Steere grafts  or  main  canal,  appears  to  have  been 
crossed  by  two  principal  bridges,  one  at  Bridge  and  the 
other  at  Stone  Street,  with  smaller  ones,  evidently  de- 
signed for  foot-passengers.  JSiear  Beaver  Street,  small 
boats  or  canoes  lay  moored  in  the  canal. 

Pearl  Street  then,  and  many  years  afterward,  formed 
the  river  bank.  Water  and  South  Streets  have  both  been 
reclaimed  from  the  water.  On  the  west  side  of  Broad- 
way, above  the  grave-yard,  at  the  present  Morris  Street, 
were  the  country-seats  of  Messrs.  Vandergrist  and  V^an 
Dyck.  On  Whitehall  Street  stood  the  parsonage  of  the 
Dutch  Dominie,  with  its  garden  of  beautiful  tulips  and 
hyacinths,  and  its  paths  of  cedar  and  clipped  box.  Close 
at  hand  stood  the  bakery,  brewery,  and  warehouse  of  the 
Company.  In  William,  near  Pearl,  was  the  old  horse- 
mill,’ erected,  it  will  be . remembered,  by  Director  Minuit, 
and  which  did  good  service  until  superseded  by  the  three 
wind-mills  of  Van  Twiller.  One  of  these  stood  on  State 
Street,  and  was  the  most  prominent  object  seen  on  ap- 
proaching the  city  from  the  bay.  The  old  fort  itself  was 
bounded  by  Bridge,  Whitehall,  and  State  Sti*eets,  and  the 
Bowling  Green. 
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Two  main  roads  led  from  tHe  fort  at  the  Battery 
toward  the  northern  part  of  the  island.  One  of  these, 
afterward  the  “ Boston,  or  the  old  Past  Road,’’  followed 
Broadway  to  the  Park,  and  then  extended  through  Chat- 
ham, Duane,  William,  and  Pearl  Streets  to  the  Bowery.* 
Along  the  Bowery  road  lay  Steenwyck’s”  and  Heer- 
inan’s  ” orchards,  with  the  well-known  Stuyvesant’s 
“ Bowerie  ” (firm),  whence  the  name.  Near  the  last, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gramercy  Park,  came 
“ Crummashie  Hill,”  while  beyond  were  the  “ Zantberg  ” 
hills,  with  Minetta  ” brook,  which  found  its  way  through 
a marshy  valley  into  the  North  River.  Still  further 
toward  the  north,  near  Thirty-Sixth  street  and  Fourth 
Avenue,  rose  the  Incleherg^^  or  “Beacon  Hill,”  the  Mur- 
ray Hill  of  later  times.  From  this  latter  point  there 
was  a commanding  view  of  the  whole  island.  The  other 
main  road  also  started  from  the  fort,  and  passing  through 
Stone  Street  to  Hanover  Square,  led  along  the  East  River 
to  the  Brooklyn  ferry. 

Thus  tfluch  for  the  ouhvard  appearance  of  New  York 
at  this  time.  In  regard  to  its  manners  and  interior  life 
we  are  enabled — thanks  to  the  late  researches  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  C.  Murphy,  the  Foreign  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society — to  speak 
even  more  definitely.  Toward  the  middle  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  a peculiar  religious  sect  existed  in  West- 
[)halia.  They  were  known  as  Labadists,  and  professed  a 
kind  of  m3'sticism,  holding,  nevertheless,  to  the  tenets  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  In  the  summer  of 
1G70  two  of  their  number  were  sent  over  to 
America,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the 

* In  the  year  1006  the  first  hackney-coach  was  introduced  upon  the  Bowery 
road.  Previous  to  this  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  Governor’s,  private 
coaclies  were  unknown. 
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country  and  government,  and  selecting  a suitable  place 
for  the  establishment  of  a colony  of  the  religious  cor.i- 
munity  to  which  they  belonged.  The  journal  which 
they  kept  during  their  stay  in  America  is  of  great  in- 
terest, particularly  that  portion  having  reference  to  their 
visit  to  New  York;  for,  aside  from  the  quaintness  and 
originalitj'  of  the  narrative,  it  is  of  peculiar  value,  as 
giving  an  inside  view  of  the  people  of  New  Amsterdam 
at  this  time.  As  there  were  but  a very  small  number  of 
copies  printed,  and  the  circulation  is  therefore  extremely 
^limited,  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  somewhat 
extensively  from  the  work  itself.  * 

“Having  then  fortunately  arrived,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  before  the 
City  of  New  York,  on  Saturday,  the  23d  day  of  September,  we  stepped  ashore 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  Gerrit,  our  fellow-passen- 
ger, who  would  conduct  us  in  this  strange  place.  He  had  lived  here  a long 
time,  and  had  married  his  wife  here,  although  she  and  his  children  were  living 
at  present  at  Zwolle.  We  went  along  with  him,  but  as  he  met  many  of  his  < i i 
• acquaintances  on  the  way,  we  were  constantly  stopped.  He  first  took  us  to  the 
house  of  one  of  his  friends,  who  \velcomed  him  and  us,  and  offered  us  some 
the  fruit  of  the  country,  very  fine  peaches  and  full-grown  apples,  which  fiiiel 
our  hearts  with  thankfulness  to  God.  This  fruit  was  exceedingly  fair  ani 
good,  and  pleasant  to  the  taste  ; much  better  than  that  in  Holland  or  elsewhere, 
though  1 believe  our  long  fasting  and  craving  of  food  made  it  so  agreeable. 
After  taking  a glass  of  Madeira,  we  proceeded  on  to  Gerrit’s  father-in-law’s,  a 
very  old  man,  half  lame,  and  unable  either  to  walk  or  stand,  wdio  fell  upon  th-=“ 
neck  of  his  son-in-law,  welcoming  him  with  tears  of  joy.  The  old  w'oman  was 
also  very  glad.  This  good  man  wots  born  in  Vlissingen,  and  was  named  Jac'-b 
Swart.  He  had  been  formerly  a master  carpenter  at  Amsterdam,  but  had  liv-.  i 
in  this  country  upwards  of  forty-five  years.  After  \ve  had  been  here  a lin'.e 
while,  we  left  our  traveling-bag,  and  went  out  to  take  a -walk  in  the  fields.  I: 
was  strange  to  us  to  feel  such  stability  under  us,  although  it  seemed  as  if  the 
earth  itself  moved  under  our  feet  like  the  ship  had  done  for  three  months  past, 
and  our. body  also  still  swayed  after  the  manner  of  the  rolling  of  the  sea  : bu; 
this  sensation  gradually  passed  off  in  the  course  of  a few  days.  As  we  waike-i 
along  we  saw  in  different  gardens  trees  full  of  apples  of  various  kinds,  and  so 
laden  with  peaches  and  other  fruit  that  one  might  doubt  whether  there  were 
more  leaves  or  fruit  on  them.  I have  never  seen  in  Europe,  in  the  best  sea- 
sons, such  an  overflowing  abundance.  When  w'o  had  finished  our  tour  anl 


* This  jr>umal  was  found  in  manuscrijd,  a few'  years  since,  in  Holland,  i:y 
Mr.  Murphy,  who,  p^erceiving  its  value,  presented  it  to  the  Long  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  by  whom  a few  copies  were  ])rinted  for  tlie  members  in  18GT. 
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pivcn  our  oruide  several  letters  to  deliver,  we  returned  to  his  father-in-law’s, 
who  regaled  us  in  the  evening  with  milk,  w'hich  refreshed  us  much.  We  had 
so  many  peaches  set  before  us  that  we  were  timid  about  eating  them,  though 
we  experienced  no  ill  effects  from  them.  We  remained  there  to  sleep,  which 
was  the  first  time  in  nine  or  ten  w’eeks  that  we  had  lain  down  upon  a bed  un- 
dressed, and  able  to  yield  ourselves  to  sleep  without  apprehension  of  danger. 

“24th,  Sunday.  We  rested  w'ell  through  the  night.  I was  surprised  on 
waking  up  to  find  my  comrade  had  already  dressed  himself  and  breakfasted  upon 
peaches.  We  walked  out  awdiile  in  the  fine,  pure  morning  air,  along  the  mar- 
gin of  the  clear  running  w'ater  of  the  sea,  which  is  driven  up  this  river  at  every 
tide.  As  it  w'as  Sunday,  in  order  to  avoid  scandal  and  for  other  reasons,  w^e 
did  not  wish  to  absent  ourselves  from  church.  We  therefore  went,  and  found 
there  truly  a wild,  worldly  world.  I say  wild,  not  only  because  the  people  are 
wild,  as  they  call  it  in  Europe,  but  because  most  all  the  people  w-ho  go  there 
to  live,  or  who  are  born  there,  partake  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, that»is,  peculiar  to  the  land  where  they  live.  We  heard  a minister  preach 
who  had  come  from  the  uj)-river  country,  from  Fort  Orange,  where  his  residence 
is,  an  old  man  named  Domine  Schaats,  of  Amsterdam.  * * * “ This  Schaats 
then  preached.  He  had  a defect  in  the  left  eye,  and  used  such  strange  gestures 
and  language  that  I think  I never  in  all  my  life  heard  anything  more  miser- 
able ; indeed,  I can  compare  him  with  no  one  better  than  with  one  Do.  Van  Ecke, 
lately  the  minister  at  Armuyden,  in  Zeeland,  more  in  life,  conversation,  and  ges- 
tures than  in  person.  As  it  is  not  strange  in  these  countries  to  have  men  as  min- 
isters who  drink,  we  could  imagine  nothing  else  than  that  he  had  been  drinking 
a little  this  morning.  Ilis  text  was.  Come  unto  me  all  ye,  &c.,  but  he  was  so 
rough  that  even  the  roughest  and  most  godless  of  our  sailors  were  astonished. 

“ The  church  being  in  the  fort,  w'e  had  an  opportunity  to  look  through  the 
latter,  as  w'e  had  come  too  early  for  preaching.  It  is  not  large ; it  has  four 
points  or  batteries ; it  has  no  moat  outside,  but  is  inclosed  with  a double  row 
of  palisades.  Itls  built  from  the  foundation  with  quarry  stone.  The  parapet 
is  of  earth.  It  is  w^ell  provided  with  cannon,  for  the  most  part  of  iron,  though 
there  w'ere  some  small  brass  pieces,  all  bearing  the  mark  or  arms  of  the  Neth- 
erlanders.  The  garrison  is  small.  There  is  a well  of  fine  w'ater  dug  in  the 
fort  by  the  English,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  tlie  Dutch,  who  supposed  the 
fort  was  built  upon  rock,  and  had,  therefore,  never  attempted  any  such  thing. 
There  is.  indeed,  some  indication  of  stone  there,  for  along  the  edge  of  the  w-ater 
Ixdow  the  fort  there  is  a very  large  rock  extending  ai>parently  under  the  fort, 
which  is  built  upon  the  point  formed  by  the  two  rivers,  namely,  the  East  River, 
which  is  the  w'ater  running  betw'een  the  Manhattans  and  Long  Island,  and  the 
North  River,  which  runs  straight  up  to  Fort  Orange.  In  front  of  the  fort,  on 
the  Long  Island  side,  there  is  a small  island  called  Noten  Island  (Nut  Island), 
around  the  point  of  which  vessels  must  go  in  sailing  out  or  in,  whereby  they 
are  compelled  to  pass  close  by  the  point  of  the  fort,  w'here  they  can  be  flanked 
by  several  of  the  batteries.  It  has  only  one  gate,  and  that  is  on  the  land  side, 
opening  upon  a broad  plane  or  street,  called  the  Broadw’ay  or  Boaverway.  Over 
this  gate  are  the  arms  of  the  Duke  of  York.  During  the  time  of  the  Dutch 
there  w'ere  two  gates,  namely,  another  on  the  water  side  ; but  the  Elnglish  have 
closed  it  and  made  a battery  th.ere,  w'ith  a false  gate.  In  front  of  the  church  is 
inscribed  the  name  of  Governor  Kyft,  who  caused  the  same  to  be  built  in  the 
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year  1642.  It  has  a shingled  roof,  and  upon  the  gable  towards  the  water  there 
is  a small  woo<len  tower  with  a bell  in  it,  but  no  clock.  There  is  a sun-dial  on 
three  sides.  The  front  of  the  fort  stretches  east  and  west,  and  consequently 
the  sides  run  n<jrth  and  south.  • 

“ After  we  had  returned  to  the  house  and  dined,  rny  companion,  not  wishing 
to  go  to.church,  set  about  writing  letters,  as  there  was  a ship,  of  which  Andre 
Bon  was  master,  about  to  leave  in  a few  days  for  London ; but  in  order  we 
should  not  be  both  absent  from  church,  and  as  the  usual  minister  was  to  preach 
in  the  afternoon,  I went  alone  to  hear  him.  He  was  a thick,  corpulent  person, 
with  a red  and  bloated  face,  and  of  very  slabbering  speech.*  His  text  was  ‘ The 
elders  who  serve  well,’  &c.,  because  the  elders  and  deacons  were  that  day 
renewed,  and  I saw  them  admitted.  After  preaching,  the  good  old  people  with 
whom  we  lodged,  who,  indeed,  if  they  were  not  the  best  on  all  the  Manhattan, 
were  at  least  among  the  best,  especially  the  wife,  begged  we  would  go  with 
their  son  Cerrit  to  one  of  their  daughters,  who  lived  in  a delightful  place,  and 
kept  a tavern,  where  we  would  be  able  to  taste  the  beer  of  New  Netherland, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  also  a brewery.  Some  of  their  friends  passing  by  requested 
Gerrit  and  us  to  accompany  them,  and  so  we  went  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
what  was  to  be  seen ; but  when  we  arrived  there,  w'e  found  ourselves  much 
deceived.  On  account  of  its  being  to  some  extent,  a pleasant  spot,  it  was 
resorted  on  Sundays  by  all  sorts  of  revelers,  and  was  a low  pot-house.  Our 
company  immediately  found  acquaintances  there  and  joined  them,  but  it  being 
repugnant  to  our  feelings  to  be  there,  w'e  walked  into  the  orchard  to  seek 
pleasure  in  contemplating  the  innocent  objects  of  nature.  Among  other  trees 
we  observed  a mulberry-tree,  the  leaves  of  which  were  as  large  as  a plate. 
The  wife  showed  us  pears  larger  than  the  fist,  picked  from  a three  years’  graft 
which  had  borne  forty  of  them.  A great  storm  of  rain  coming  up  in  the  eve- 
ning compelled  us  to  go  into  the  house,  where  we  did  not  remain  long  with  the 
others,  but  took  our  leave  of  them  against  their  wishes.  We  retraced  our  steps 
in  the  dar^,  exploring  a way  over  which  we  had  gone  only  once  in  our  life, 
through  a valey  (salt  meadow)  and  over  water  upon  the  trunk  of  a tree.  We 
nevertheless^  reached  home,  having  left  the  others  in  their  revels.  While  in 
their  company  we  conversed  with  the  first  male  born  of  Europeans  in  New 
Netherland,  named  Jean  Vigue.  His  parents  were  from  Valenciennes,  and  he 
was  now  alx^ut  sixty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  a brewer  and  a neighbor  of 
our  old  people.” 

*•  * * * * * * * * * 

“2oth,  Monday.  We  went  on  board  the  ship  this  morning  in  order  to 
obtain  our  traveling  bag  and  clothes  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  washed, 
but  wh?n  we  came  on  board  we  could  not  get  ashore  again  before  the  after- 
noon, when  the  passengers’  goods  were  to  be  delivered.  All  our  goods  which 
were  between-decks  were  taken  ashore  and  carried  to  the  public  store-house, 
where  they  had  to  be  examined,  but  some  time  elapsed  before  it  was  done,  in 
consequence  of  the  examiners  being  elsewhere.  x\.t  length,  however,  one 
Abraham  Lennoy,  a good  fellow  apparently,  befriended  us.  lie  examined  our 
chest  only,  without  touching  our  bedding  or  any  thing  else.  I show'ed  him  a list 
of  the  tin  which  we  had  in  the  upper  part  of  our  chest,  and  he  examined  it  and 


Tho  niiaister  here  referred  to  was  tlie  liev.  W'illiam  Nieucubuisen. 
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also  the  tin,  and  turned  up  a little  more  what  was  in  the  chest,  and  with  that  left 
off,  without  looking  at  it  closely.  He  demanded  four  English  shillings  for  the 
tin,  remarking  at  the  same* time  that  he  had  observed  some  other  small  arti- 
cles, but  would  not  examine  them  closely,  though  he  had  not  seen  either  the 
box  or  the  pieces  of  linen.  This  being  finished,  we  sent  our  goods  in  a cart  to 
our  lodgings,,  paying  for  the  two  heavy  chests  and  straw  beds  and  other  goods 
from  the  public  store-house  to  the  Smit’s  mley,  sixteen  stivers  of  zeawan,  equal 
to  three  stivers  and  a half  in  the  money  of  Holland.  This  finished  the  day, 
and  we  retired  to  rest. 

“ 26th,  Tuesday.  We  remained  at  home  for  the  purpose  of  writing,  but  in 
the  afternoon,  finding  that  many  goods  had  been  discharged  from  the  ship,  we 
went  to  look  after  our  little  package,  which  also  came.  I declared  it  and  it 
was  examined.  I had  to  pay  twenty-four  guilders  in  zeawan,  or  five  guilders 
in  the  coin  of  Holland.  I brought  it  to  the  house  and  looked  the  things  all 
over,  rejoicing  that  we  were  finally  rid  of  that  miserable  set  and  the  ship,  the 
freight  only  remaining  to  be  paid,  which  was  fixed  at  four  guilders  in  coin. 
We  went  first  to  Margaret  in  relation  to  the  freight,  who  said  she  had  nothing 
more  to  do  with"  it,  and  that  we  must  speak  to  her  husband  about  it,  wdiich  it 
was  not  convenient  to  do  that  evening,  and  w'e  therefore  let  it  go,  waiting  for 
an  opportunity  to  speak  to  her  and  her  husband  with  the  captain,  and  perhaps 
also  Mr.  Jan. 

********** 

“ As  soon  as  we  had  dined  we  sent  off  our  letters,  and  this  being  all  accom- 
plished, we  started  at  two  o clock  for  Long  Island.  This  island  is  called  Long 
Island,  not  so  much  because  it  is  longer  than  it  is  broad,  but  particularly  be- 
cause it  is  the  longest  island  in  this  region,  or  even  along  the  whole  coast  of 
New  Netherland,  Virginia,  and  New  England.  It  is  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  miles  in  length,  and  from  twenty-four  to  tw*enty-eight  miles  wide,  though 
there  are  several  bays  and  points  along  it,  and  consequently  it  is  much  broader 
in  some  places  than  others.  On  the  west  is  Staten  Island,  from  which  it  is 
separated  abouf  a mile,  and  the  great  bay  over  w'hich  you  see  the  Nevesincke. 
With  Staten  Island  it  makes  the  passage  through  wdiich  all  vessels  pass  in 
sailing  from  or  to  the  MnhatanH,  although  they  can  go  through  the  Kil  Van 
Kol,  which  is  on  the  other  side  of  tStaten  Island.  The  ends  of  these  islands 
opposite  each  other  are  quite  high  land,  and  they  are  therefore  called  the 
Hoof  den  (Headlands),  from  a comparison  with  the  Hoofden  of,  the  channel 
between  England  and  France  in  Europe.  On  the  north  is  the  island  of  Ma- 
hatans  and  a part  of  the  mainland.  On  the  east  is  the  sea,  which  shoots  up  to 
New  England,  and  in  which  there  are  various  islands.  On  the  south  is  the 
great  ocean.  The  outer  shore  of  this  island  has  before  it  several  small  islands 
and  broken  land,  such  as  Coney  Island,'"  a lo\v,  sandy  island  of  about  three 
hours’  circuit,  its  westerly  point  forming  with  Sandy  Hook  on  the  other  side 
the  entrance  from  the  sea.  It  is  oblong  in  shape,  and  is  grown  over  wdth 
bushes.  Nobody  lives  upon  it,  but  it  is  used  in  winter  for  keeping  cattle, 
horses,  oxen,  hogs  and  others,  which  are  able  to  obtain  there  sufiicient  to  cat 
the  whole  winter,  and  to  shelter  themselves  from  the  cold  in  the  thickets. 
This  island  is  not  so  cold  as  Long  Island  of  the  Mahatans,  or  others,  like  some 
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islands  on  the  coast,  in  consequence  of  their  having-  more  sea-breeze,  and  of 
the  saltness  of  the  sea  breaking  upon  the  shoals,  rocks,  and  reefs  with  which 
the  coast  is  beset.  There  is  also  the  Bear’s  Island  * and  others,  separated  from 
Long  Island  by  creeks  and  marshes  overflown  at  high  water.  There  are  also 
on  this  sea-coast  variou-s  miry  places  like  the  Vlaeck  f and  others,  as  well  as 
some  Sand  bays  and  hard  and  rocky  shores.  Long  Island  stretches  into  the 
sea  for  the  most  part  east  by  south  and  east-south-east.  None  of  its  land  is 
very  high,  for  you  must  be  nearly  opposite  Sandy  Hook  before  you  can  see  it. 
There  is  a hill  or  ridge  running  lengthwise  through  the  island,  nearest  the 
north  side  and  west  end  of  the  island.  The  south  side  and  east  end  are  more 
flat.  The  water  by  which  it  is  separated  from  the  Mahatans  is  improperly 
called  the  East  River,  for  it  is  nothing  else  than  an  arm  of  the  sea,  beginning 
in  the  bay  on  the  west  and  ending  in  the  sea  on  the  east.  After  forming  in 
this  passage  several  islands,  this  -water  is  as  broad  before  the  city  as  the  Y 
before  Amsterdam,  but  the  ebb  and  flood  tides  are  stronger.  There  is  a ferrv 

t ^ • 

for  the  purpose  of  crossing  over  it  which  is  farmed  out  by  the  year  and  yields 
a good  income,  as  it  is  a considerable  thoroughfare,  this  island  being  one  of 
the  most  populous  places  in  this  vicinity.  A considerable  number  of  Indians 
live  upon  it,  -who  gain  their  subsistence  by  hunting  and  fishing,  and  they,  as 
well  as  others,  must  carry  their  articles  to  market  over  this  ferry  or  boat  them 
Qver,  as  it  is  free  to  every  one  to  use  his  own  boat,  if  he  have  one,  or  to  borrow 
or  hire  one  for  the  purpose.  The  fare  over  the  ferry  is  three  stivers  | in 
zeawan  for  each  person. 

“ Here  we  three  crossed  over,  my  comrade  Gerrit,  our  guide,  and  myself,  in 
a row'-boat,  as  it  happened,  which,  in  good  -weather  and  tide,  carries  a sail. 
When  w^e  came  over  we  found  there  Jan  Teunissen,  our  fellow-passenger,  who 
had  promised  us  so  much  good.  He  was  going  over  to  the  city  to  deliver  his 
letters  and  transact  other  business.  He  told  us  he  would  return  home  in  the 
evening  and  we  would  find  him  there.  We  went  on  up  the  hill  along  open  roads 
and  a little^woods,  through  the  first  village,  called  Breukelen,  which  has  a 
small  and  ugly  little  church  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  road.g  Having 
passed  through  here,  -sv’e  struck  off  to  the  right  in  order  to  go  to  Gouanes. 
We -went  up  on  several  plantations,  where  Gerrit  was  acquainted  with  most  all 
of  the  people,  who  made  us  very  welcome,  sharing  with  us  bountifully  what- 
ever they  had,  whether  it  was  milk,  cider,  fruit,  or  tobacco,  and  especially  and 
first  and  most  of  all,  miserable  rum  or  brandy  Avhich  had  been  brought  from 
Barbadoesand  other  islands,  and  which  is  called  by  the  Dutch  " kill-devil”  All 
these  people  are  very  fond  of  it,  and  most  of  them  extravagantly  so,  although 


* 't  Beeren  Eylant.  Now  chilled  Barren  Island, 
t The  Wierin^en  shoals  in  the  Znyder  Zee  are  probably  meant. 

X Les.s'than  half  a cent  in  our  money. 

S Brcnkelen,  now  Brooklyn,  v.-as  so  called  fi'om  the  villaije  of  that  name  in  the  province  of 
Utrecht.  The  church  here  referred  to  was  built  in  16fi6,  and  was  the  first  one  in  Brooklyn. 
When  it  was  taken  down  does  not  appear.  “ A second  church,”  says  I'urman.  in  his  Xot^s 
relating  to  Brwklyn,  76,*  ”■  was  erected,  on  the  site  of  that  built  in  1666,  which  second  church 
continued  staiulinj,^  until  about  1810,  when  a new  and  substantial  church  was  erected  on  Joral- 
emon  strt^et.  and  thoold  one  Uken  down.  This  old  church  was  a very  plooiny-lookiii"  build- 
in",  with  small  windows,  and  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  hmdiw  ay.  .about  a mile  from  Brook- 
lyn ferry.”  Of  th:»  second  church  a view  is  given  in  the  Brooklyn  Manual  of  186J. 
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It  is  very  dear  and  has  a bad  taste.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  peach- 
trees  we  passed,  all  laden  with  fruit  to  breaking  down,  and  many  of  them 
actually  broken  down.  We  came  to  a place  surrounded  with  such  trees,  from 
which  so  many  had  fallen  off  that  the  ground  could  not  be  discerned,  and  you 
could  not  put  your  foot  down  without  trampling  them,  and  notwithstanding 
such  large  quantities  had  fallen  off,  the  trees  still  were  as  full  as  they  could 
bear.  The  hogs  and  other  animals  mostly  feed  on  them.  This  place  belongs 
to  the  oldest  European  woman  in  the  country.  We  went  immediately  into 
her  house,  where  she  lived  with  her  children.  We  found  her  sitting  by  the 
fire,  smoking  tobacco  incessantly,  one  pipe  after  another.  We  inquired  after 
her  age,  which  the  children  told  us  was  a hundred  years.  She  was  from  Luyck 
(Liege),  and  still  spoke  good  Waalsche  (old  French)  with  us.  She  could  reason 
very  well  sometimes,,  and  at  other  times  she  could  not.  She  showed  us  several 
large  apples,  as  good  fruit  of  that  country,  and  different  from  that  of  Europe. 
She  had  J>een  about  fifty  years  now  in  the  country,  and  had  above  seventy  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren.  She  saw  the  third  generation  after  her.  Her  mother  had 
attended  women  in  childbed  in  her  one  hundred  and  sixth  year,  and  was  one 
hundred  and  eleven  or  twelve  years  old  when  she  died.  We  tasted  here,  for 
the  first  time,  smoked  ticaelft*  a fish  so  called  because  it  is  caught  in 

season  next  after  the  elft\  (eleventh).  It  w’as  salted  a little  and  then  smoked, 
and  although  it  w^as  now'  a year  old,  it  was  still  perfectly  good,  and  in  flavor  not 
inferior  to  smoked  salmon.  We  drank  here,  also,  the  first  new  cider,  which  was 
very  fine. 

“ We  proceeded  on  to  Gouanes.  a place  so  called,  w'here  we  arrived  in  the 
evening'at  one  of  the  best  friends  of  Gerrit,  named  Symon.  He  was  very  glad 
to  see  us,  and  so  w'as  his  w'ife.  He  took  us  into  the  house,  and  entertained  us 
exceedingly  well.  We  found  a good  fire,  half-way  up  the  chimney,  of  clear  oak 
and  hickory,  of  which  they  made  not  the  least  scruple  of  burning  profusely. 
We  let  it  penetrate  us  thoroughly.  There  had  been  already  thrown  upon  it, 
to  be  roasted,  a pail-full  of  Gouanes  oysters,  w hich  are  the  best  in  the  country. 
They  are  fully  as  gwd  as  those  of  England,  and  better  than  those  we  eat  at 
Falmouth.  had  to  try  some  of  them  raw.  They  are  large  and  full,  some  of 
them  not  less  than  a foot  long,  and  they  grorv  sometimes  ten,  twelve,  and  six- 
teen together,  and  are  then  like  a piece  of  rock.  Others  are  young  and  small. 
In  consequence  of  the  great  quantities  of  them,  everybody  keeps  the  shells  for 
the  purpose  of  burning  them  into  lime.  They  pickle  the  oysters  in  small  casks, 
and  send  them  to  Barbadoes  and  the  other  islands.  We  had  for  supper  a roasted 
haunch  of  venison,  which  he  had  bought  of  the  Indians  for  three  guilders  and 
a half  of  s^f^^u«^,.that  is.  fifteen  stuivers  of  Dutch  money  (fifteen  cents),  and 
which  weighed  thirty  \>ounds.  The  meat  was  exceedingly  tender  and  good,  and 
also  quite  fat.  It  had  a slight  spicy  flavor.  We  were  also  served  with  wild 
turkey,  which  was  also  fat  and  of  a good  flavor ; and  a wild  goose,  but  that  was 
rather  dry.  Every  thing  we  had  was  the  natural  production  of  the  country. 
Wc  saw  here,  lying  in  a heap,  a whole  hill  of  watermelons,  which  were  as  large 
as  |)umpkins,  and  which  Syrnon  was  going  to  take  to  the  city  to  sell.  They 
w'ere  very  good,  though  there  is  a diflerence  between  them  and  those  of  the 
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Caribly  islands ; but  this  may  be  owing-  to  its  being  late  in  tbe  season,  as  these 
were  the  last  pulling.  It  was  very  late  at  night  when  we  went  to  resi  in  a 
Kermis  bed.  as  it  is  called,  in  the  corner  of  the  hearth,  alongside  of  a good  fire. 

“30th,  Saturday.  Early  this  morning  the  husband  and  wife  set  off  for  the 
city  with  their  marketing ; and  we,  having  explored  the  land  in  the  vicinity, 
left  aftel-  breakfast.  We  went  a part  of  the  way  through  a woods  and  fine,  new- 
made  land,  and  so  along  the  shore  to  the  west  end  of  the  island,  called  Najackr 
As  we  proceeded  along  the  shore,  we  found,  among  other  curiosities,  a highly- 
marbled  stone,  very  hard,  in  which  we  saw  Muscovy  glass  lying  in  layers  between 
the  clefts,  and  how  it  was  struck  or  cut  out.  We  broke  off  a small  piece  with 
some  difficulty,  and  picked  out  a little  glass  in  the  splits.  Continuing  onward 
from  there,  we  came  to  the  plantation  of  the  Najack  Indians,  which  was  planted 
with  maize,  or  Turkish  wheat.  We  soon  heard  a noise  of  pounding,  like  thrash- 
ing, and  went  to  the  place  whence  it  proceeded,  and  found  there  an  old  Indian 
woman  busily  employed  beating  Turkish  beans  out  of  the  pods  by  means  of  a 
slick,  which  she  did  with  astonishing  force  and  .dexterity.  Gerrit  inquired  of  her, 
' in  the  Indian  language,  which  he  spoke  perfectly  well,  how  old  she  was,  and  she 
answered  eighty  years ; at  which  we  were  still  more  astonished  that  so  old  a 
woman  should  still  have  so  much  strength  and  courage  to  work  as  she  did.  We 
%vent  from  thence  to  her  habitation,  where  we  found  the  whole  troop  together, 
consisting  of  seven  or  eight  families,  and  twenty  or  twenty-two  persons,  I should 
think.  Their  house  was  low  and  long,  about  sixty  feet  long  and  fourteen  or 
fifteen  feet  wide.  The  bottom  was  earth,  the  sides  and  roof  were  made  of 
reed  and  the  bark  of  chestnut-trees ; the  posts,  or  columns,  were  limbs  of  trees 
stuck  in  the  ground,  and  all  fastened  together.  The  top,  or  ridge  of  the  roof, 
was  open  about  half  a foot  wide,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  in  order  to  let  the 
smoke  escape,  in  place  of  a chimney.  On  the  sides,  or  walls  of  the  house,  the 
roof  was  so  low  that  you  could  hardly  stand  under  it.  The  entrances,  or  doors, 
which  were  at  both  ends,  were  so  small  that  they  had  to  stoop  down  and  squeeze 
themselves  to  get  through  them.  The  doors  were  made  of  reed,  or  flat  bark. 
In  the  whole  building  there  was  no  lime,  stone,  iron,  or  lead,  d’hey  build  their 
fire  in^the  middle  of  the  floor,  according  to  the  number  of  families  which  live  in 
it,  so  that  from  one  end  to  the  other  each  of  them  boils  its  own  pot,  and  eats 
when  it  likes,  not  only  the  families  by  themselves,  but  each  Indian  alone,  acc<ud- 
ing  as  he  is  hungry,  at  all  hours,  morning,  noon,  and  night.  By  each  fire  are 
the  cooking  utensils,  consisting  of  a pot,  a bowl,  or  calabash,  and  a spoon  also 
made  of  a calabash.  These  are  all  that  relate  to  cooking.  They  lie  upon  mats, 
with  their  feet  towards  the  fire  on  each  side  of  it.  They  do  not  sit  much  upon 
any  thing  raised  up,  but,  for  the  most  part,  sit  on  the  ground,  or  squat  on  their 
ankles.  . Their  other  household  articles  consist  of  a calabash  of  water,  out  of 
which  they  drink,  a small  basket  in  which  to  carry  and  keep  their  maize  and 
small  beans,  and  a knife.  The  implements  are,  for  tillage,  a small,  sharp  stone, 
and  nothing  more  ; for  hunting,  a gun  and  pouch  for  powder  and  lead  ; for  fi.-h- 
ing,  a canoe  without  mast  or  sail,  and  without  a nail  in  any  part  of  it,  though 
it  is  sometimes  full  forty  feet  in  length,  fish-hooks  and  lines,  and  scoop  to  pad- 
dle with  in  place  of  oars.  I do  not  know  whether  there  are  not  some  others 
of  a trifling  nature.  All  who  live  in  one  house  are  generally  of  one  stock  or  de- 

• F’ort  Hamilton,  which  ia  surrounded,  in  a great  ineas^uro,  by  a marsli,  and  hence  is  here 
called  an  island. 
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scent,  as  father  and  mother,  with  their  offsprinor.  Their  bread  is  maize,  pounded 
in  a block  bv  a stone,  but  not  fine.  This  is  mixed  with  water,  and  made  into  a 
cake,  which  they  bake  under  the  hot  ashes.  They  j^ave  us  a small  piece  when 
we  entered,  and  although  the  grains  were  not  ripe,  and  it  was  half-baked  and 
coarse  grains,  we  nevertheless  had  to  eat  it,  or,  at  least,  not  throw  it  away  before 
them,  which  they  would  have  regarded  as  a great  sin,  or  a great  affront.  We 
chewed  a little  of  it  v:ith  long  teeth,  and  managed  to  hide  it  so  they  did  not  see 
it.  We  had  also  to  drink  out  of  their  calabashes  the  water  which  was  their 
drink,  and  which  was  very  good.  We  saw  here  the  Indians  who  came  on  board 
the  ship  when  we  arrived.  They  were  all  very  joyful  at  the  visit  of  our  Gerrit, 
who  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  theirs,  and  had  heretofore  long  resided  there. 
We  presented  them  with  two  jews-harps,  which  much  pleased  them,  and  they 
immediately  commenced  to  play  upon  them,  which  they  could  do  tolerably 
well.  Some  of  their' patroons  (chiefs),  some  of  whom  spoke  good  Dutch,  and  are 
also  their  medicine-men  and  surgeons  as  well  as  their  teachers,  were  busy  mak- 
ing shoes  of  deer-leather,  which  they  understand  how  to  make  soft  by  continu- 
ally working  it  in  their  hands.  They  had  dogs,  fowls,  and  hogs,  which  they 
learn  by  degrees  from  the  Europeans  how  to  manage  better.  They  had,  also, 
peach-trees,  which  were  well  laden.  Towards  the  last,  we  asked  them  for  some 
peaches,  and  they  answered : ‘ Go  and  pick  them,’  which  showed  their  polite- 
ness. However,  in  order  not  to  offend  them,  we  went  off*  and  pulled  some. 
Although  they  are  such  a poor,  miserable  people,  they  are,  nevertheless,  licen- 
tious and  proud,  and  given  to  knavery  and  scoffing.  Seeing  a very  old  woman 
among  them,  we  inquired  how  old  she  was,  when  some  young  fellows,  laughing 
and  jeering,  answered  twenty  years,  while  it  was  evident  to  us  she  was  not  less 
than  a hundred.  We  observed  here  the  manner  in  which  they  travel  with  their 
children,  a woman  having  one  which  she  carried  on  her  back.  The  little  thing 
clung  tight  around  her  neck  like  a cat,  where  it  was  kept  secure  by  means  of  a 
piece  of  datfels,  their  usual  garment.  Its  head,  back,  and  buttocks,  were  en- 
tirely tiat.  How  that  hapj^ened  to  be  so  we  will  relate  hereafter,  as  we  now 
only  make  mention  of  what  we  saw. 

» **,  * * * * * * * * 

“ 4th,  Wednesday.  We  slept  for  tlie  night  in  our  old  place.  In  the  morn- 
ing the  horses  were  harnessed  to  the  wagon  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  us  to 
the  city,  and  bringing  back  some  medicines  which  had  arrived  for  him  (Jaques) 
from  Holland  in  our  ship.  We  breakfasted  to  our  full,  and  rode  first  to  the 
bay,  where  we  had  left  our  traveling-bag.  Seeing  there  was  nothing  to  be 
accomplished  with  our  Jan  Theunissen,  all  his  great  promises  having  vanished 
without  the  least  result,  though  they  had  cost  us  dearly  enough,  we  let  that 
rest 'quiet,  and  taking  our  leave,  rode  on  to  't  Vlacke  Bos,  a village  situated 
about  an  hour  ami  a half’s  distance  from  there,  upon  the  same  plain,  which  is 
very  large.  This  village  seems  to  have’  better  farms  than  the  bay,  and  yields 
full  as  much  revenue.  Riding  through  it,  we  came  to  the  woods  and  hills, 
which  are  very  stony  and  uncomfortable  to  ride  over.  We  rode  over  them, 
and  passed  through  the  village  of  Brcnkelen  to  the  ferry,  and  leaving  the 
wagon  there,  we  crossed  over  the  river  and  arrived  at  home  at  noon,  where  we 
w-ere  able  to  rdst  a little,  and  where  our  old  people  were  glad  to  see  us.  We  sent 
back  to  Jaques  half  of  our  tincture  calimanaris,  and  half  of  our  balsiim  sulphur- 
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ecus,  and  some  other  things.  He  had  been  of  service  to  us  in  several  respects, 
as  he  promised  to  be,  and  that  with  perfect  willingness. 

* ********* 

“ 6th,  Friday.  We  remained  in  the  house  during  the  forenoon,  but  after 
having  dined  we  went  out  about  two  o’clock  to  explore  the  island  of  Manathans. 
This  island  runs  east  and  west,  or  somewhat  more  northerly  ; on  the  north  side  of 
it  is  the  North  River,  by  which  it  is  separated  from  the  main-land  on  the  nonh  ; 
on  the  east  end  it  is  separated  from  the  main-land  by  a creek,  or  rather  a 
branch  of  the  North  River,  emptying  itself  into  the  East  River.  They  can  go 
over  this  creek  at  dead  low  water,  upon  rocks  and  reefs,  at  the  place  called 
Spyt  den  duyvel.  This  creek  coming  into  the  East  River  forms  with  it  the  two 
Barents  islands*  At  the  west  end  of  these  two  running  waters,  that  is,  where 
they  come  together  to  the  east  of  these  islands,  they  make,  with  the  rocks  and 
reefs,  such  a frightful  eddy  and  whirlpool  that  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous  to 
pass  through  them,  especially  with  small  boats,  of  which  there  are  some  lost 
»every  now  and  then,  and  the  persons  in  them  drowned ; but  experience  has 
taught  men  the  way  of  passing  through  them  with  less  danger.  Large 
vessels  have  always  less  danger,  because  they  are  not  capable  of  being, 
carried  along  quickly.  There  are  two  places  where  such  whirling  of  the 
stream  occurs,  which  are  on  account  of  the  danger  and  frightfulness 
called  the  Great  and  Little  Heligate.  After  these  two  streams  are  united, 
the  island  of  Manathans  is  separated  on  the  south  from  Long  Island  by 
the  East  River,  which,  beginning  at  the  bay  before  New  York,  runs  east- 
war^lly,  after  forming  several  islands,  again  into  the  sea.  This  island  is  about 
seven  hours’  distance  in  length,  but  it  is  not  a full  hour  broad.  The  sides  are 
indented  with  bays,  coves,  and  creeks.  It  is  almost  entirely  taken  up,  that  is, 
the  land  is  held  by  private  owners,  but  not  half  of  it  is  cultivated.  Much  of 
it  is  g(X)d  woodland.  The  west  end,  on  which  the  city  lies,  is  entirely  cleared 
for  more  than  an  hour’s  distance,  though  that  is  the  poorest  ground ; the  best 
being  on  the  east  and  north  side.  There  are  many  brooks  of  fresh  water  running 
through  it,  pleasant  and  proper  for  man  and  beast  to  drink,  as  well  as  agree- 
able to  behold,  afiording  cool  and  pleasant  resting-places,  but  especially  suita- 
ble places  for  tl«3  construction  of  mills,  for  although  there  is  no  overflow  of 
water,  yet  it  can  be  shut  oft'  and  so  used,  xV  little  eastward  of  Nieu  lluerUin 
there  are  two  ridires  of  very  high  rocks,  with  a considerable  space  between 
them,  displaying  themselves  very  majestically,  and  inviting  all  men  to  acknowl- 
edge in  them  the  majesty,  grandeur,  power,  and  glory  of  the  Creator,  who  has 
impreSvSed  such  marks  upon  them.  Between  them  runs  the  road  to  Spyt  den 
duyvel.  The  one  to  the  north  is  most  apparent ; the  south  ridge  is  covered 
with  ^arth  on  its  north  side,  but  it  can  be  seen  from  the  water  or  from  the 
main-land  beyond  to  the  south.  The  soil  between  these  ridges  is  very  go<xl, 
though  a little  hilly  and  stony,  and  would  be  very  suitable,  in  my  opinion,  for 
planting  vineyards,  in  consequence  of  its  being  shut  off  on  both  sides  from  the 
winds  which  would  most  injure  them,  and  is  very  warm.  We  found  blue 
grapes  along  the  road,  which  were  ver>  good  and  sweet,  and  as  good  as  any  I 
have  tasted  in  the  Fatherland. 

We  went  frtmi  the  city,  following  the  Broadway,  over  the  valcy,  or  the 


• Now  called  Great  and  Little  Barn  Islands. 
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freshwater.’  Upon  both  sides  of  this  way  were  many  habitations  of  negroes, 
raulattoes,  and  whites.  These  negroes  were  formerly  the  proper  slaves  of  the 
West  India  Company,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  changes  and  con- 
quests of  the  country,  they  have  obtained  their  freedom  and  settled  them- 
selves down  where  they  have  thought  proper,  and  thus  on  this  road,  w'here 
thev  have  ground  enough  to  l.ve  on  with  their  families.  We  left  the  village 
called  the  Bouicerij,  lying  on  the  right  hand,  and  went  through  the  woods  to 
New  Harlem,' a tolerably  large  village  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  island, 
directly  opposite  to  the  place  where  the  north-east  creek  and  the  East  River 
come  together,  situated  about  three  hours’  journey  from  New  Amsterdam,  like 
as  old  Harlem  in  Europe  is  situated  about  three  hours’  distance  from  old  Am- 
steruam.  As  our  - guide,  Gerrit,  had  some  business  here,  and  found  many 
acquaintances,  we  remained  over  night  at  the  house  of  one  Geresolveert,^ 
scoup  (sheriff  or  constable)  of  the  old  place,  w'ho  had  formerly  lived  in  Brazil, 
and  whose  heart  was  still  full  of  it.  This  house  was  constantly  filled  with  peo- 
ple all’the  time  drinking  for  the  most  part  that  execrable  rum.  He  had  also 
the  best  cider  we  have  tasted.  Among  the  crowd  we  found  a person  of  quality, 
an  Englishman,  named  Captain  Carteret,  w'hose  father  is  in  great  favor  with 
the  king,  and  he  himself  had  assisted  in  several  exploits  in  the  king’s  ser\dce. 
He  was  administrator  or  captain-general  of  the  English  forces  which  went,  in 
ICGO,  to  retake  St.  Kitts,  which  the  French  had  entirely  conquered,  and  were 
repulsed.  He  had  also  filled  some  high  office  in  the  ship  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  with  two  hundred  infantry  under  his  command.  The  king  has  given  to 
his  father,.  Sir  George  Carteret,  the  entire  government  of  the  lands  west  of  the 
North  River,  in  New  Netherland,  with  power  to  appoint  as  governor  \vhom  he 
pleased ; and  at  this  present  time  there  is  a governor  over  it  by  his  appoint- 
ment, another  Carteret,  his  nephew,  I believe,  wdio  resides  at  Elizabethtown, 
in  New  Jersey. f From  this  Carteret  in  England  the  Quakers  have  purchased 
the  privilege  of  a government  of  their  o-v\'n  ov’er  a large  tract  of  territory 
which  they  have  bought  and  settled  within  his  dominion ; and  it  is  but  little 
different  from  their  having  bought  the  entire  right  of  government  of  the  w'hole 
of  his  land.  This  son  is  a very  profligate  person.  He  married  a merchant’s 
daughter  here,  and  has  so  lived  with  his  wife  that  her  father  has  been  com- 
pelled to  take  henhome  again.  He  runs  about  among  the  farmers,  and  stays 
where  he  can  find  most  to  drink,  and  sleeps  in  barns  on  the  straw.  If  he 
conducted  himself  properly,  he  could  be,  not  only  governor  here,  but  hold 
higher  positions,  for  he  has  studied  the  moralities,  and  seems  to  have  been  of 
a good  understanding;  but  that  is  all  now  drowned.  His  father,  who  will  not 
acknowledge  him  as  his  son,  as  before,  allows  him  yearly  as  much  only  as  is 
necessary  for  him  to  live  on. 

“7th,  Saturday.  This  morning,  about  half-past  six,  we  set  out  from  the  vil 
lage  in  order  to  go  to  the  end  of  the  island  ; but  before  we  left  we  did  not  omit 


♦ Jtesolved,  a Christian  name. 

t Philip  Carteret,  the  b.-othcr,  not  the  nephew,  of  Sir  Geor;^c,  is  the  person  here  meant. 
Tie  was  appointed  governor  of  New  .Jersey,  under  the  joint  proprietorship  of  Lord  BerkeU'v 
and  Sir  George  Carteret,  in  and  of  East  .Jersey  in  1674,  under  the  .^ole  grant  of  Sir 

George.  lie  ri^signed  in  168‘2.  and  died  in  December  of  that  year,  in  this  country,  leaving  a 
widow,  the  danghter  of  Richard  Smith,  Smithtown,  on  Long  Island. — Whitehead's  East 
Jersey  under  the  I'ropruiarii,  36,  8-1. 
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supplying  ourselves  with  peaches,  which  grew  in  an  orchard  along  the  read. 
The  whole  ground  was  covered  with  them  and  with  apples,  lying  upon  the  new 
grain  with  which  the  orchard  was  planted.  The  peaches  were  the  most  deli- 
cious we  had  yet  eaten.  We  proceeded  on  our  way,  and  when  we  were  not  far 
from  the  point  of  Spyt  den  duyvel  we  could  see  on  our  left  hand  the  rocky  cliffs 
of  the  main-land  on  the  other  side  of  the  North  River,  these  cliffs  standing 
straight  up  and  down,  with  the  grain,  just  as  if  they  were  antimony.  We 
crossed.'over  the  Spyt  den  duyvel  in  a canoe,  and  paid  nine  stuivers  fare  for  us 
three,  which  was  very  dear.  We  followed  the  opposite  side  of  the  land,  and 
came  to  the  house  of  one  Valentyn,  a great  acquaintance  with  our  Gerrit.  He 
had  gone  to  the  city,  but  his  wife,  though  she  did  not  know  Gerrit  or  us,  was 
so  much  rejoiced  to  see  Hollanders  that  she  hardly  knew  what  to  do  for  us.  She 
set  before  us  what  she  had.  We  left  after  breakfasting  there.  Her  son  showed 
us  the  way,  and  we  came  to  a road  entirely  covered  with  peaches.  We  asked  the 
boy  why  they  left  them  to  lie  there  and  they  did  not  let  the  hogs  . eat  them.  He 
answered,  “ We  do  not  know*  what  to  do  with  them,  there  were  so  many  ; the 
■hogs  are  satiated  with  them,  and  will  not  eat  any  more.”  From  this  we  may 
judge  of  the  quantity  of  them.  We  pursued  our  way  now  a small  distance 
through  the  woods  and  over  the  hills,  then  back  again  along  the  shore  to  a 
point,  where  one  Wehhluigh,  an  Englishman,  lived,  who  was  standing  ready  to 
cross  over.  He  carried  us  over  with  him,  and  refused  to  take  any  pay  for  our 
passage,  offering  us  at  the  same  time  some  of  his  rum,  a liquor  w*hich  is  every- 
where. We  were  now  again  at  New  Harlem,  and  dined  with  Gerosoheert,  at 
whose  house  we  slept  the  night  before,  and  who  made  us  welcome.  It  was 
now  two  o’clock ; and  leaving  there  we  crossed  over  the  island,  which  takes 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  do,  and  came  to  the  North  River,  which  we 
followed  a little  within  the  woods,  to  Sappokanikke.*  Gerrit  having  a sister 
and  friends  there,  we  rested  ourselves,  and  drank  some  good  beer,  which 
refreshed  us.  We  continued  along  the  shore  to  the  city,  where  we  arrived  in 
an  hour  in  the  evening,  very  much  fatigued,  liaving  walked  this  day  about 
forty  miles.  I must  add,  in  passing  through  this  island  we  sometimes  encoun- 
tered such  a sweet  smell  in  the  air  that  we  stood  still,  because  we  did  not  know 
what  it  was  we  were  meeting.” 

♦ ***•»***** 

“ 14th,  Saturday.  Being  under  sail,  as  I have  said,  it  was  so  entirely  calm 
that  we  could  only  float  with  the  stream  until  we  came  to  Schutters  island,  where 
we  obtained  the  tide  again.  It  was  now  about  four  o’clock.  In  order  to  pro- 
tect ourselves  from  the  air,  which  was  very  cold  and  piercing,  w*e  crept  under 
the  sail,  which  was  very  old  and  full  of  holes.  The  tide  having  run  out  by 
daylight  we  came  under  sail  again,  w'ith  a good  wind,  which  brought  us  to  the 
city  at  about  eight  o’clock,  for  which  we  were  glad,  and  returning  thanks  to 
God,  betook  ourselves  to  rest. 

“ 15th,  Sunday.  We  went  at  'noon  to-day  to  hear  the  English  minister, 
whose  services  took  place  after  the  Dutch  church  was  out.  There  were  not 
above  twenty-five  or  thirty  people  in  the  church.  The  first  thing  that  occurred 
was  the  reading  of  all  their  prayers  and  ceremonies  out  of  the  prayer-book,  as 


* Acenrdinir  to  Jiul^e  Benson  this  was  the  Indian  name  of  the  point,  afterward  known  as 

Greenwich,  on  the  north  side  of  the  city.— York-  HUforieal  Colkdions,  second  series,  8-1. 
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is  done  in  all  Episcopal  churches.  A young  man  then  went  into  the  pulpit  and 
commenced  preaching,  who  thought  he  was  performing  wonders';  but  he  had 
a little  book  in  his  hand  out  of  which  he  read  his  sermon,  which  was  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  or  half  an  hour  long.f  With  this  the  serNuces  were  con- 
cluded, at  which  we  could  not  be  suflSciently  astonished.  This  was  all  that 
happened  with  us  to-day.” 


t The  only  English  minister  in  the  whole  province  at  this  time  was  attached  to  the  garri- 
son at  the  City  of  New  York.  This  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Wooley,  a graduate  of  Emanuel 
College,  Cambridge,  in  1677.  He  came  to  New  York  in  August,  1678,  and  left  there  for  Eng- 
land in  July,  1680.  lie  was  the  author  of  a small  volume  with  the  title  of  A Two  Years'  Jour- 
nal in  New  York,  etc.,  published  in  1701,  and  recently  republished,  with  notes  by  Dr.  E.  B. 
O’Callaghan,  in  Mr.  Cowan’s  interesting  series  of  early  works  on  the  colonies. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


, The  new  regime  in  New  York,  under  Edmund  Andross, 
ns  her  first  Governor,  dates  from  the  year  1674.  An- 
dross was  a public  officer  of  ability,  but  well 
known  for  his  imperious  and  despotic  disposition. 
The  people  immediately  petitioned  their  royal  master, 
the  Duke  of  York,  for  an  Assembly  of  Representatives; 
but  James,  who  regarded  popular  bodies  as  dangerous, 
refused  their  prayer,  with  the  question : What  do  they 

want  with  Assemblies  1 They  have  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sions presided  over  by  the  Governor;  or,  if  this  is  not 
enough,  they  can  appeal  to  me !’'  Such  was  the  English 
spirit  of  oppression  a century  before  it  was  resisted  in 
blood  at  Golden  and  Bunker  Hills.  Upon  learning  of 
this  reply  of  Andross,  Sir  William  Berkley,  Governor  of 
Virginia,  thanked  XJod  that  there  were  neither  free- 
schools  nor  printing-presses  in  the  colony,’^  fervently 
adding,  God  keep  us  from  both  I” 

Governor  Andross,  however — much  as  he  may  in  after 
years  have  merited  from  the  people  of  the  Eastern  Colo- 
nies the  title  of  the  Tyrant  of  New  England  ’’ — governed 
New  York  with  wisdom  and  moderation.  Desirous  of 
establishing  himself  on  a popular  basis  with  the  people, 
one  of  his  first  official  acts  was  to  appoint,  in  16TG,  a 
native  Hollander-— Nicholas  Meyer — Mayor  of  the  city. 
The  selection  was  a good  one.  Meyer  was  one  of  the 
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most  enterprising  of  traders,  and,  withal,  a most  respect- 
able burgher;  and  although  the  duties  of  his  office  could 
not  have  been  particularly  onerous  at  a time  when  only 
three  hundred  and  one  names  were  recorded  upon  the  list 
of  tax-payers,  yet  what  little  he  did  was  done  honestly 
and  vjeir.  Nor  did  Andros  strive  to  be  popular  alone. 
Aware  that  no  government  can  be  a stable  one  unless 
placed  on  a basis  of  sound  morality,  he  at  once  estab- 
lished ordinances  for  regulating  the  public  morals  and 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  city.  The  city-gates  were 
ordere(^  to . be  closed  at  night  at  nine  o’clock,  and  to  be 
opened  at  daylight.  The  citizens  were  required  to  keep 
watch  by  turns,  and  were  fined  for  absence  or  neglect  of 
duty;  and  all  profanity  and  drunkenness  were  strictly 
forbidden.  Every  citizen  was  ordered  to  provide  himself 
with  a good  musket  or  firelock,  with  at  least  six  charges  of 
powder  and  ball,  and  to  appear  wdth  good  arms  before 
the  Captain’s  colors,  at  the  first  beating  of  the  drum.” 

In  1677  the  first  native-born  Mayor  was  appointed 
to  the  Mayoralty.  This  was  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  a 
large  property-holder,  and  after  whom  Cortlandt 
street  is  named.  Under  his  administration  seven 
public  wells  were  placed  in  different  parts  of  the  city, 
chiefly  as  a protection  against  fires. 

Meanwhile  the  necessity  of  conciliating  the  Iroquois — 
the  most  powerful  Indian  confederacy,  at  that  time,  in 
America — had  received  little  or  no  attention  from  the 
people  of  New  York  or  their  Government.  The  first 
three  English  Governors  of  the  colony,  or  rather  lieutenants 
of  the  Duke  of  York — viz.,  Colonels  Nicholls,  Lovelace, 

and  Major,  afterward  Sir  Edmund  Andros bestowed 

but  inconsiderable  attention  upon  the  Five  Nations,  not 
seeming  to  appreciate  either  the  importance  of  their  trade 
or  of  their  fiiendship.  Still,  the  moral  hatred  they  had 
borne  for  the  French  inclined  them  rather  to  prefer  the 
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fFiendsbip  of  the  English.  But  the  Duke  of  York,  in  his 
affection  for  the  Church  of  Rome,  shutting  his  eyes  to 
what  unquestionably  should  have  been  the  true  policy  of 
the  English  toward  the  Indians,  had  conceived  the  idea 
of  handing  the  Confederates  over  to  the  Holy  See,  as  con- 
verts to  its  forms,  if  not  to  its  faith.  Hence  the  efforts  to 
mediate  the  peace  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  French 
of  1667,  which  were  followed  by  invitations  to  the  Jesuit 
missionaries  from  the  English,  to  settle  among  the  Con- 
federates, and  by  persuasions  to  the  latter  to  receive 
them.  The  Mohawks  were  either  too  wise,  or  too  bitter 
in  spirit  toward  the  French,  to  listen  to  the  proposal. 
But  not  so  with  the  other  nations  of  the  alliance ; and 
the  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  and  Senecas  opened 
their  eyes  to  the  strangers  in  holy  garb,  causing  infi- 
nite mischief  in  after  years,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel. 

This  peace  of  1667  continued  several  years,  during 
which  time  both  the  English  and  French  prosecuted  their 

trade  with  the  Indians  to  a great  and  profitable 

1GC7  ^ ^ 

extent.  The  French,  especially,  evinced  a degree 
of  energy,  and  a spirit  of  enterprise,  almost  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  colonization — planting  their  trading- 
posts,  under  the  lead  of  the  adventurous  La  Salle,  at  all 
the  commanding  points  of  the  great  lakes,  and  across  the 
country  of  the  Illinois  to  the  Mississippi;  and  stealing 
the  hearts  of  the  Indians  bv  means  of  the  ministers  of  the 

/ 4/ 

order  of  Jesus,  whom  they  sprinkled  among  the  principal 
nations  over  the  whole  country  of  the  exploration.  By 
these  bold  advances  deep  into  the  interior,  and  the  energy 
which  everywhere  characterized  their  movements,  the 
French  acquired  a decided  advantage  over  the  English 
colonists  in  the  fur  trade,  which  it  was  evidently  their 
design  exclusively  to  engross ; while  the  direct  tendency 
of  the  Duke  of  York’s  policy,  originating  in  blindness  and 
bigotry,  was  to  produce  exactly  the  same  result. 
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The  error  was  soon  perceived  by  Governor  Dongan, 
who  arrived  in  the  colony  as  the  successor  of  Major  An- 

dross,  in  1683.  ThouMi  his  relio:ious  faith  was  in 

' o o 1683. 

harmony  with  that  of  his  royal  master,  he  never- 
theless possessed  an  enlarged  understanding,  with  a dis- 
position, as  a Civil  Governor,  to  look  more  closely  after 
the  interests  of  the  crown  than  those  of  the  crosier.  He 
had  not  been  long  at  the  head  of  the  colony  before  he 
perceived  the  mistakes  of  his  predecessors  in  the  conduct 
of  its  Indian 'relations.  In  fighting-men,  the  Five  Nations 
at  that  time  numbered  ten  times  more  than  they  did  half 
a century  afterward  and  the  Governor  saw  at  once  their 
importance  as  a wall  of  separation  between  the  English 
colonies  and  the  French.  He  saw,  also,  the  importance 
of  their  trade,  which  the  Jesuit  priests  were  largely  influ- 
ential in  diverting  to  Canada.  He  saw  that  M.  de  Cour- 
celles  had  erected  a fort  at  Cadaraqui,  within  the  territory 
of  the  Iroquois,  on  the  north  side  of  Lake  Ontario,!  and 
that  La  Salle  had  built  a bark  of  ten  tons  upon  that  lake, 
and  another  of  fifty  upon  Lake  Erie,  planting  also  a stock- 
ade at  Niagara.  He  saw  that  the  French  were  intercept- 
ing the  trade  of  the  English  upon  the  lakes,  and  that  the 
priests  had  succeeded  in  seducing  numbers  of  the  Mohawks 
and  river  Indians  away  from  their  own  country,  and  plant- 
ing their  colonies  upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Montreal,  through  whose  agency  an 
illicit  trade  had  been  established  with  the  City  of  Albany, 
by  reason  of  which,  Montreal,  instead  of  Albany,  was  be- 
coming the  principal  depot  of  the  Indian  trade.  He  saw, 
in  a word,  that  the  followers  of  Ignatius  Loyola  were 
nipidly  alienating  the  aftections  of  the  Confederates  from 
tlie  English  and  transferring  them  to  the  French,  and 

* Memoir  of  Dr.  Colden,  concerning  the  fur  trade,  presented  to  Governor 
Burnet  in  1724. 

f The  site  of  Kingston,  Canada  West. 
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that  unless  the  policy  respecting  them  were  changed,  the 
influence  of  the  English  would,  at  no  distant  day,  be  at  an 
end  with  them.  Nor  had  the  priests  confined  their  efforts 
simply  to  moral  suasion ; but,  as  though  aiming  to  sepa- 
rate the  Confederates  from  the  English  at  a blow,  and  by 
a gulf  so  wide  and  deep  as  to  be  impassable,  they  had 
instigated  them  to  commit  positive  hostilities  upon  the 
frontier  settlements  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

' Having  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
these  matters,  Colonel  Dongan  lost  no  time  in  seeking  to 
pountervail  the  influence  of  the  French,  and  bring  back 
the  Indians  to  a cordial  understanding  with  his  own  peo- 
ple. His  instructions  from  home  were  to  encourage  the 
Jesuit  missionaries.  These  he  not  only  disregarded,  but 
he  ordered  the  missionaries  away,  and  forbade  the  Five 
Nations  to  entertain  them.  It  is  true  this  order  was 
never  enforced  to  the  letter,  the  priests,  some  of  them  at 
least,  maintaining  a foot-hold  at  several  points  of  the  Con- 
federacy— dubious  at  times,  certainly — but  yet  maintain- 
ing it  for  three-quarters  of  a century  afterward.  Still, 
the  measures  of  conciliation  adopted  by  Colonel  Dongan 
made  a strong  and  favorable  impression  upon  the  Indians. 

Availing  himself  of  the  difficulty  between  the  Con- 
federates and  Virginia,  consequent  upon  the  outrages  just 
adverted  to  as  having  been  instigated  by  the  priests, 
Colonel  Dongan  was  instrumental  in  procuring  a conven- 
tion of  the  Five  Nations,  at  Albany,  in  1G84,  to 
meet  Lord  Howard,  of  Effingham,  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia,' at  which  he  (Dongan)  was  likewise  present.  This 
meeting,  or  council,  was  attended  by  the  happiest  results. 
The  difficulties  with  Virginia  were  adjusted,  and  a cove- 
nant made  with  Lord  Howard  for  preventing  further  dep- 
redations.* But  what  was  of  yet  greater  importance, ' 


* Smith’d  ll'story  of  Xew  York. 
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Colonel  Dongan  succeeded  in  completely  gaining  the  af- 
fections of  the  Indians,  who  conceived  for  him  the  warm- 
est esteem.  They  even  asked  that  the  arms  of  the  Duke 
of  York  might  be  put  upon  their  castles,  a request  which 
it  need  not  be  said  was  most  readily  complied  with,  since, 
should  it  afterward  become  necessary,  the  Governor  might 
find  it  convenient  to  construe  it  into  an  act  of  at  least 
partial  submission  to  English  authority,  although  it  has 
been  asserted  that  the  Indians  themselves  looked  upon 
the  ducal  insignia  as  a sort  of  charm  that  might  protect 
them, against  the  French.* 

There  was  likewise  another  fortunate  occurrence  of 
events  just  at  that  time,  which  revived  all  the  ancient 
animosity  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  French.  While 
the  conferences  between  Lord  Howard  and  the  Indians 
were  yet  in  progress,  a message  was  received  from  M.  de 
la  Barre,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  complaining  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Senecas  in  prosecuting  hostilities  against  the 
Miamies  and  other  western  nations  in  alliance  with  the 
French,  and  thus  interrupting  their  trade.  Colonel  Don- 
gan communicated  the  message  to  the  Iroquois  chiefs,  who 
retorted  by  charging  the  French  with  supplying  their 
enemies  with  all  their  munitions  of  war.  Onontio  t 
calls  us  chifdren,”  said  they,  and  at  the  same  time  sends 
powder  to  our  enemies  to  kill  us  !”  This  collision  resulted 
in  open  war  between  the  Iroquois  and  the  French,  the 
latter  sending  to  France  for  powerful  reinforcements,  with 
the  design  of  an  entire  subjugation  of  the  former  in  the 
ensuing  year.  Meantime  the  French  Catholics  continued 
to  procure  letters  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  his  lieutenant 
commanding  him  to  lay  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
invaders.  But  these  commands  were  again  disregarded. 

* Golden’s  Ilidoi'y  of  the  Fite  Nations. 

f The  name  by  which  the  Iroquois  were  wont  to  speak  of  the  French  Gov 
ernors  of  Canada. 


-Aii  o i 

4^  Slf<f'  ;:^^Ui^Il;;^  ;f:  /r|..‘^l>t>9;>Dif^  in>;i:noQ 

-avin'^t  s;ij7 

^AnQ  {?xU  "o  . jiVi-V  ‘ c^tvir  v^dT* \ vin6^'0 

>'■'  .^noT  V 

A^mi4'  ,ilil w j^<  -x/t  Jjijjs.  od-'^oii  i-v«i  ii 

:i?:»fno7cO'^dt  ;^l£^  In.iiy/i^>il04i  fclnSi^ 

,,;f;..!  :^-/v';  :‘^>;'  'ftk  -->i  ^iasmevao*/' -ti  .LnS- 

fid  ‘ jr  yi§ia:^jS.dM ' J ^ .:>  xi^-j  • ,!] n3; • ot  noli^^dri,;  -f ri>.  |. ; :■:  hixq 

f-  .■  ;-  ' 

Adgk:i'  ^ -i.  /mfnh  It  ; i7x  j& 

,lo  9?>dtmimo  03li:n'l^  - 1 ^.^v^modT  [ 

Jiwhiur  ih\  'tmw'r  :h? 

^diilY/  jif>fc-n'i  i-'ds  ■ ■ -noupO'?  t td  l 7i:^3wfe«f  v^fHo/oiaa 

:"Y-  b?i-!^- ‘jAj 

rb  M moT^;  m A ovjyf 

Hwo  odt'io  '.'f^<mO-  lo  ^iom^Y'-.-yi)  yjdi  ,^rit  11  id 

7dt  ;-i  jai'^J50^ns3 

t-dt  AY™  ^.<'■■'JiJif^ft■  f*.r  Iiiif.i  79imr,il/[ 

•7t:jU\r*i}ii'--ic».-J  ^^aftqirnptni  ^w/.i  iHtft  docyrdf 

^rietU  . pa  ..  ^ cMn'  ri:>f.i'ii':'  i>d7  ■ Ycf  b^fwdsi 

i d-^in(d)  y '%■'  'Yr>  j frr -uW-i''  .eo^firpilA- 

Abl'v<:-  u-u'T  ^^.:■|  j..  bft>} 

Ir-rdL'xirbmvi'^iiY  iiio  oi  M'>wt>q' 

vYli'  7it)£ra'/i  -'jdl  ^h:  tid<|o  i5.i; 

iSim  ■•' . ii-;Vf7'WOiq[  'u.vi  ^£j{;uifi  m ghlhuuii  'S'^f  Ud 
hd^  m imhd  '^ '«!>  'to-  iigfef) 

'it  7iidT7)ift  ^Y]icd;^iTnYa)c|'^d 

'io  ;/ l:i> adi|- 

' ' .-  ''  ' •-  / . ■ ^" ' ;,  ■ . ''^Y  ' . ' X'  - '-^  ' t , P 

.'■  ■ ■ , .-.  • . • - .im'm'A  V Vfl^lo'i) * •" 

^toO  tbay*r’{  «s  r *id$ 

;■•  •.  - ■ 't  ■/V777.^v7v.:;,r^:-..  :v  t7=v  ' " .^,  ,. 


112  HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Dongan  apprised  +lie  Iroquois  of  the  designs  of  the  French, 
not  only  to  march  against  them  with  a strong  army,  but 
simultaneously  to  bring  down  upon  them  the  western 
Indians  in  their  interest. 

Thus,  by  the  wisdom  and  strong  sense  of  justice  of 
Colonel  Dongan,  was  the  chain  of  friendship  between  the 
Enn-lish  and  the  Five  Nations  brightened  and  the 

1685,  . ? 

'•  most  amicable  relations  re-established.  Yet  for 
the  course  he  had  taken,  he  fell  under  the  displeasure  of 
his  bigoted  master  on  his  accession  to  the  throne  in  1685. 

It  is  not,  of  course,  within  the  purpose  of  this  history 
to  trace  the  progress  of  the  long  and  cruel  wars  that  suc- 
ceeded the  negotiations  between  Colonel  Dongan  and  the 
Confederates.  Briefly,  it  may  be  said,  in  respect  to  the 
expedition  of  M.  de  la  Barre,  that  it  failed  by  reason  of 
sickness  in  his  army  at  Cadaraqui,  before  crossing  the 
lake.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  government  of  Canada  by 
the  Marquis  Denonville,  who  invaded  the  Seneca 
country  in  1687  with  a powerful  force,  gaining, 
however,  such  a victory  over  the  Indians  in  the  Genesee 
Valley  as  led  to  an  inglorious  retreat.  This  invasion  was 
speedily  recompensed  by  the  Confederates,  who  descended 
upon  the  French  settlements  of  the  St.  Lawrence  like  a 
tempest^  and  struck  a blow  of  terrible  vengeance  upon 
Montreal  itself 

New  York  was  at  this  time  torn  by  the  intestine 
commotions  incident  to  the  revolution  which  drove  the 
Stuarts  from  the  English  throne  and  ended  the  power  of 
the  Catholics  in  the  colony.  It  was  a con.'^equence  of 
these  divisions  that  the  English  could  afford  the  Indians 
no  assistance  in  their  invasion  of  Canada  at  that  time, 
else  that  country  would  then  doubtless  have  been  wrested 
from  the  Crown  of  France.  But  the  achievements  of  the 
Indians  were,  nevertheless,  most  important  for  the  colony 
of  New  Yoilv,  the  subjugation  of  which  was  at  that  pre- 
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ciir^e  conjuncture  meditated  by  France,  and  a combined 
expedition,  by  land  and  sea,  was  undertaken  for  that  pur- 
pose— Admiral  Caffniere  commanding  the  ships  which 
sailed  from  Rochefort  for  New  York,  and  the  Count  de 
Frontenac,  who  had  succeeded  Denonville,  being  the 
Generah  of  the  land  forces.  On  his  arrival  at  Quebec, 
however,  the  Count  beheld  his  province  reduced  to  a field 
of  devastation,  and  he  was  therefore  constrained  to  aban- 
don the  enterprise. 

Nor  was  -Governor  Dongan’s  administration  in  the 
government  of  the  colony  itself  characterized  by  less  wis- 
dom than  his  dealings  with  the  Indians.  He  was  highly 
respected  as  Governor — -being  upright,  discreet,  and  of 
accomplished  manners,  added  to  which  his  firm  and  judi- 
cious policy,  and  his  steadfast  integrity,  soon  won  for  him 
“ the  afiections  of  his  people,  and  made  him  one  of  the 
most  popular  of  the  Royal  Governors.’’  Two  years  pre- 
vious to  his  arrival,  the  aldermen  of  New  York,  and  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  Court  of  Assize,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  tyranny  of  Andros,  had  petitioned  the 
Duke  that  the  people  might  be  allowed  to  participate  in 
the  affairs  of  the  government  by  the  construction  of  a 
General  Assembly,  in  which  they  might  be  represented. 
Through  the  interposition  of  William  Penn,  who  enjoyed 
the  favor  both  of  the  King  and  the  Duke,  the  point  was 
yielded,  and  Colonel  Dongan  was  instructed  to  allow  the 
people  a voice  in  the  government.  Greatly/therefore,  to 
the  joy  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  become  turbulent, 
if  not  disalfected,  under  the  rule  of  Andros,  writs 
were  issued  to  the  sheriffs  suinmoning  the  freehold- 
ers to  choose  representatives  to  meet  the  new  Gover- 
nor in  Assembly.  He  thus  gave  the  colony  its  first 
legislative  Asseinblv,  which,  meeting  for  the 

^ 1(J83 

first  time  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the 

iTth  of  October,  1083,  consisted  of  the  Governor,  ten 
15 
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councilors,  and  seventeen  representatives  elected  by  the 
people.  Henceforth,  and  up  to  the  period  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  the  history  of  New  York  city  as  the 
legislative  capital  of  the  province,  consists,  for  the  most 
part,  in  a series  of  bitter  scenes  between  the  Assembly 
and  the  Royal  Governors.  The  first  act  of  the  Assembly 
was  to  give  to  the  province  its  first  “ Charter  of  Liber- 
ties,^’ by  which  it  was  ordained  that  supreme  legislative 
power  should  forever  reside  in  the  Governor,  Council, 
and  people  met  in  General  Assembly ; that  every  free- 
^ holder  and  freeman  might  vote  for  representatives  with- 
out restraint ; that  no  freeman  should  suffer  but  by  judg- 
ment of  his  peers,  and  that  all  trials  should  be  by  a jury 
of  twelve  men  ; that  no  tax  should  be  assessed  on  any 
pretense  whatever  but  by  the  consent  of  the  Assembly ; 
that  no  seaman  or  soldier  should  be  quartered  on  the 
inhabitants  against  their  will;  that  no  martial  law  should 
exist ; and  that  no  person  professing  faith  in  God,  Iw 
Jesus  Christ,  should  at  any  time  be  in  any  way  dis- 
quieted or  questioned  for  any  difference  of  opinion  in 
matters  of  religion.”  Three  assemblies,  at  least,  were  to 
be  held  every  year;  and  should  any  seat  become  vacant, 
a new  election  was  to  be  at  once  ordered  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Assembly  was  to  divide 
the  Province  Into  twelve  counties — New  York,  Piicli- 
mond,  Kings,  Queens,  Suffolk,  Orange,  Ulster,  Albany, 
Westchester,  Dutchess,  Dukes,  and  Cornwall — all  of  which 
names,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  two.  still  remain  at 
the  pi-esent  day. 

The  Assembly,  also,  lost  no  time  in  bettering  the  con- 
edition  of  the  city  itself  ‘‘New  police  regulations  were 
at  once  established.  Sunday  laws  were  enacted  ; tavern- 
keepers  were  forbidden  to  sell  liquor  except  to  travellers, 
citizens  to  v>mrk,  children  to  play  in  the  streets,  and  In- 
dians and  negT(3es  to  assemhle  on  the  Sahf>ath.  Twenty 
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cartmen  were  licensed  by  the  municipal  authorities,  on 
condition  that  they  should  repair  the  highways  gratis 
wlienever  called  on  by  the  Mayor,  and  cart  the  dirt  from 
tiie  streets  (which  the  inhabitants  were  required  to  sweep 
together  every  Saturday  afternoon)  beyond  the  precincts 
of  the  city.  The  rate  of  cartage  was  fixed  at  three  pence 
per  load  to  any  place  within  the  bounds  of  the  city ; 
beyond  which  the  price  was  doubled.  The  cartmen, 
liowever,  soon  proved  refractory,  and  a few  weeks  after 
the  license  system  was  abandoned,  and  all  persons,  with 
the  ex^ception  of  slaves,  were  allowed  to  act  as  cartmen. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1683,  the  city  was  divided 
into  six  wards.  The  First  or  South  Ward,  beginning  at 
the  river,  extended  along  the  west  side  of  Broad  to 
Beaver  Street;  thence  westward  along  Beaver  Street  to 
the  Bowling  Green ; thence  southward  by  the  fort  to 
Pearl  Street ; and  thence  westward  along  the  river-shore 
to  the  place  of  starting.  The  Second  or  Dock  Ward,  also 
beginning  at  the  river  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Pearl 
and  Broad  street,  extended  along  the  shore  to  Hanover 
Square ; thence  northward  through  William  to  Beaver 
Street;  thence  along  Beaver  to  Broad  Street;  thence 
back  through  Broad  Street  to  the  river-shore.  The 
Third  or  East  Ward  formed  a sort  of  triangle,  begin- 
ning at  the  C(^rner  of  Pearl  and  Hanover  Square,  and 
extending  along  the  shore  to  the  Half- Moon  Fort  at  the 
foot  of  AVall  Street ; thence  stretching  along  Wall  to  the 
corner  of  IVilliam,  and  thence  returning  along  the  east 
side  of  William  to  the  river.  The  Fourth  or  North 
Ward,  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  lYilliara  and 
Beaver  Streets,  extended  through  the  former  to  the  corner 
of  Wall  ; thence  westerly  along  the  palisades  to  a line  a 
little  beyond  Nassau  Street;  thence  southerly  to  Beaver 
Street ; thence  easterly  along  Beaver  to  the  first-named 
point.  Tiie  Fifth  or  West  Ward,  beginning  at  the  June- 
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tion  of  the  Fourth  Ward  with  Beaver  Street,  extended 
northerly  along  the  boundary  line  of  the  latter  to  Wall 
Street;  thence  along  the  palisades  to  Broadway;  thence 
southerly  to  Beaver  Street ; thence  easterly  to  the  point 
of  starting.  The  Sixth  or  Out  Ward  comprised  all  the 
farms  and  plantations  outside  the  city  walls,  including 
the  town  of  Harlem.  Each  of  these  wards  was  author- 
ized to  elect  an  alderman  and  councilman  annually  to 
represent  them  in  the  city  government.  The  Governor 
and  Council  retained  the  appointment  of  the  Maj'or  in 
,their  own  hands ; it  was  not,  indeed,  until  long  after  the 
Revolution  that  this  office  was  made  elective  *bv  the 
people. 

* * * * * * 

In  1686  the  Dongan  Charter  was  granted  to  the 
city.  This  instrument,  which  still  forms  the  basis  of  the 
municipal  rights  and  privileges  of  New  York,  con- 
firmed the  franchises  before  enjojx^d  by  the  cor- 
poration, and  placed  the  city  government  on  a definite 
footing.  The  Governor  retained  the  appointment  of  the 
mayor,  recorder,  sheriff,  coroner,  higii-constable,  town- 
clerk,  and  clerk  of  the  market  in  his  own  hands ; leaving 
the  aldermen,  assistants,  and  petty  constables  to  be 
chosen  by  the  people  at  the  annual  election  on  St. 
Michaefs^  Day.  This  charter,  which  was  dated  April  22. 
1686,  declared  that  New  York  city  should  thenceforth 
comprise  the  entire  island  of  Manhattan,  extending  to 
the  low-water  mark  of  the  bays  and  rivers  surrounding  it. 

“ In  the  same  year  the  city  received  a new  seal  from 
the  home  government.  This  still  preserved  the  fieaver  of 
'the  Dutch,  with  the  addition  of  a flour-barrel  and  the 
arms  of  a wind-mill,  in  token  of  the  prevailing  commerce 
of  the  city.  The  whole  was  supported  by  two  Indian 
chiefs  and  encircled  with  a wreath  of  laurel,  with  the 
motto,  Sjcillum  Civitatis  Novi  Ecoraci. 
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“In.  1687,  Stephanas  Van  Cortlandt  was  again  ap- 
pointed Mayor.  During  his  Mayoralty,  it  was  determined 
to  enlarge  the  cit}^  by  building  a new  street  in  the 
river  along  the  line  of  Water  Street,  between  White- 
hall and  Old  Slip,  and  water-lots  were  sold  by  the  corpo- 
ration on  condition  that  the  purchasers  should  make  the 
street  toward  the  water,  and  protect  it  by  a substantial 
wharf  from  the  washing  of  the  tide,  in  imitation  of  Waal 
(or  sheet-pile)  Street,  extending  along  the  line  of  Pearl 
street,  from  Broad  to  William  Street,  in  front  of  the  City 
Hall.  , It  was  not,  however,  until  some  years  after,  that 
this  scheme  was  carried  into  effect,  and  the  projected 
street  reserved  from  the  waters. 

“ Measures  w^ere  also  taken  to  enlarge  the  city  still 
further  by  placing  the  fortifications  further  out,  and  lay- 
ing out  Wall  Street  thirty-six  feet  wide.  The  fortifica 
tions,  indeed,  were  now  worse  than  useless.  The  palisades 
which  had  been  erected  in  1653  along  the  line  of  Wall 
Street  had  fallen  down,  the  works  were  in  ruins,  the  guns 
had  disappeared  from  the  artillery-mounts,  and  the  ditches 
and  stockades  were  in  a ruinous  condition.  Their  imme- 
diate removal  was  determined  on  and  ordered,  but  was 
delayed  by  the  revolution  which  followed  soon  after. 
When  war  broke  out  between  France  and  England  in 
1693,  they  wei'e  again  repaired  to  be  in  readiness  for  the 
expected  French  invasion,  and  it  was  not  until  1699  that 
their  demolition  was  finally  accomplished.  Wall  Street, 
however,  was  laid  out  immediately,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  it  bectame  one  of  the  most  important  thoroughfares 
in  the  city.  During  the  same  year,  a valuation  was  made 
of  the  city  property,  which  was  estimated  on  the  assessor’s 
books  at  £78,231.”*^* 

Many  other  municipal  regulations  concerning  huck- 


* Miss  Mary  L.  Booth’s  History  of  Xllo  York. 
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stexs,  bakers,  butchers,  and  others,  were  established — then 
esteemed  of  vital  importance,  but  a repetition  of  which 
would  only  weary.  A single  item,  however,  deserves  no- 
tice, as  illustrating  the  punishments  practiced  in  olden 
times.  A pillory,  cage,  whipping-post,t  and  ducking- 
stool  were  set  up  in  the  vicinity  of  the  City  Hall,  and 
hither  were  brought  all  vagrants,  slanderers,  pilferers,  and 
truant  children,  to  be  exposed  to  the  public  gaze,  and  to 
receive  such  chastisement  as  their  offenses  might  warrant. 

Meanwhile,  William  and  Mary  had  been  proclaimed 
JfCing  and  Queen  of  England  in  place  of  James  II,  who, 
having  abdicated  the  throne,  had  become  a wanderer  on 
the  Continent.  This  change  in  the  home  government  from 
a Catholic  to  a Protestant  one,  necessitated  a correspond- 
ing change  in  the  Governor  at  New  York.  Colonel  Slough- 
ter  was,  accordingly,  commissioned  to  the  government  of 
New  York  in  January,  1689,  but  did  not  arrive  until  the 

19th  of  March,  1691.  The  selection  of  Slougli- 

1691.  . . 

ter  was  not  fortunate.  According  to  Smith,  he  was 
utterly  destitute  of  every  qualification  for  government: 
licentious  in  his  morals,  avaricious,  and  base.  Leisler, 
who  had  administered  tlie  government  after  a fashion, 
since  the  departure  of  Dongan,  intoxicated  with  power, 
refused  to  surrender  the  government  to  Slough  ter,  and 
attempted ' to  defend  the  fort,  in  which  he  had  taken 
refuge.  Finding  it  expedient,  however,  very  soon  to 
abandon  the  fort,  he  w^as  arrested,  and,  with  his  son-in- 
law,  Milburne,  tried  and  executed  for  treason.  Still,  on 
the  wdiole,  the  conduct  of  Leisler 'during  the  revolution  had 
been  considered  patriotic,  and  his  sentence  wais  deemed 
very  unjust  and  cruel.  Indeed,  his  enemies  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  Sloughter  to  sign  the  ^varrant  for  his  execution 
until,  for  that  purpose,  they  got  him  intoxicated.  It  was 

* A wliippinp-post,  put  up  in  is  still  stumliuj^  on  the  Villujre  Green,  in 

Fairfield,  Connecticut. 
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a murderous  afiair.  Sloughter’s  administration  was  short 
and  turbulent.  He  died  July  23d,  1G91. 

On  the  death  of  Slougliter,  Richard  Ingoldsby,  the 
captain  of  an  independent  company,  was  made  president 
of  the  council,  to  the  exclusion  of  Joseph  Dudley,  who, 
but  for  his  ahsence  in  Boston,  would  have  had  the  right 
to  preside,  and  upon  whom  the  government  would  have 
devolved.  But  although  Dudley  very  soon  returned  to 
New  York,  he  did  not  contest  the  authority  of  Ingoldsby, 
who  administered  the  government  until  the  arrival  of 
Coloyel  Fletcher,  with  a -commission  as  governor,  in 
August,  1692.  In  the  preceding  month  of  June, 
In^roldsbv  met  the  Five  Nations  in  council  at  Alba- 
ny,  on  which  occasion  they  declared  their  enmity  to  the 
French  in  the  strongest  possible  terms.  Their  expressions 
of  friendship  for  the  English  were  also  renewed.  Brother 
Corlaer,'*  said  the  sachem,  we  are  all  the  subjects  of  one 
great  king  and  queen ; we  have  one  head,  one  heart,  one 
interest,  and  are  all  engaged  in  the  same  war.”  They 
nevertheless  condemned  the  English  for  their  inactivity, 
tellihi:  them  that  the  destruction  of  Canada  would  not 
make  one  summer’s  work,  against  their  united  strength, 
if  ingeniously  exerted.” 

In  conducting  the  Indian  affairs  of  the  colony,  Colonel 
Fletcher  took  Major  Schuyler  into  his  councils,  and  was 
guided  by  his  opinions.  “No  man  understood  those  afiairs 
better  than  he ; and  his  influence  over  the  Indians  was  so 
great,  that  whatever  Qiiider,"^  as  they  called  him,  either 
recommended  or  disapproved,  had  the  force  of  a law.  This 
power  over  them  was  supported,  as  it  had  been  obtained, 
by  repeated  offices  of  kindness,  and  his  single  bravery  and 
activity  in  the  defense  of  his  country.”!  Through  the  in- 

* Quider,  the  Ir«x\uois  pronunciati<m  of  Peter,  llavinof  no  labials  in  their 
lantrua^e,  they  could  not  say  Peter. 

f Smith’s  lliMory  of  Xttr  York. 
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fiuence  of  Q aider,  therefore,  Colonel  Fletcher  was  placed 
lipon  the  best  footing  with  the  Indians,  by  whom  was 
conferred  upon  him  the  name  of  Cayenguinago,  or  The 
Great  Swift  Arrow,”  as  a compliment  for  a remarkably 
rapid  journey  made  by  him  from  New  York  to  Schenec- 
tady on  a sudden  emergency.* 

Despairing,  at  length,  of  accomplishing  a peace  with 
the  Five  Nations,  Count  Frontenac  determined  to  strike  a 
blow  upon  the  Mohawks  in  their  own  country — which  pur- 
pose was  securely  executed  in  the  month  of  February, 
,1693.  For  once  this  vigilant  race  of  warriors  were  taken 
by  surprise,  two  of  their  castles  being  entered  and  cap- 
tured without  much  resistance — the  warriors  of  both  hav- 
ing been  mostly  absent  at  Schenectady.  On  assailing  the 
third  or  upper  castle,  however,  the  invaders  met  w'ith  a 
different  reception.  The  warriors  within,  to  the  number 
of  forty,  were  engaged  in  a war-dance,  preparatory  to  some 
military  expedition  upon  which  they  were  about  entering; 
and  though  inferior  in  force,  yet  they  yielded  not  without 
a struggle,  nor  until  thirty  of  the  assailants  had  been  slain. 
About  three  hundred  of  the  Mohawks  were  talven  prison- 
ers in  this  invasion,  in  respect  to  which  the  people  of 
Schenectady  have  been  cliarged  with  bad  conduct.  They 
neither  aided  their  neighi) ors,  nor  even  apprised  them  of 
the  approach  of  danger,  although  informed  of  the  fact  in 
due  season  themselves.  But  Qiiider,  the  fist  friend  of  the 
Indians,  took  the  held  at  the  head  of  the  militia  of  Albany, 
immediately  on  hearing  of  the  invasion,  and  harassed  the 
enemy  sharply  during  their  retreat.  Indeed,  but  for  the 
protection  of  a snow-storm,  and  the  accidental  resting  of 
a cake  of  ice  upon  the  river,  forming  a bridge  for  their 
escape,  the  invaders  would  have  been  cut  off. 

Fletcher  was  by  profession  a soldier,  a man  of  strong 
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passions  and  inconsiderable  talents ; very  active,  and 
e<|iially  avaricious.  His  administration  was  so  energetic 
and  successful  the  first  year,  that  he  received  large  sup- 
plies, and  a vote  of  special  thanks  from  the  Assembly.  He 
was  a bigot,  however,  to  the  Episcopal  form  of  church 
government,  and  labored  hard  to  introduce  into  the  prov- 
ince the  English  language,  to  encourage  English  churches 
and  schools.  On  this  account  he  was  soon  involved  in  a 
violent  controversy  with  the  Assembly,  who  were  at  first 
inclined  rather  to  favor  the  Dutch  churches.  But 

1693a 

in  1693  an  Assembly  was  found  who,  more  pliant, 
passed  an  act  “Providing  for  the  building  of  a church 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  which  was  to  be  settled  a 
Protestant  minister” — the  word  Protestant  being  tacitly 
understood  to  mean  Episcopal.  This  was  the  origin  of 
Trinity  Church,*  which  was  forthwith  begun  in 
1696,  and  finished  and  opened  for  public  worship, 
February,  1697,  under  the  auspices  of  Rev.  William 
Yesey.  The  church  itself,  which  was  a very  insig- 
nificant building,  resembled  its  present  namesake 
on  the  same  site  in  nothing  save  in  having  a very  tall 
spire.  Certainly  it  did  not  resemble  the  present  Trinity 
in  having  set  apart  in  it  (as  it  did)  a pew  for  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Council,  to  whom  a sermon  was  annually 
preached,  on  the  day  of  the  city  election. 

Fletcher  was  succeeded  by  Richard,  Earl  of  Bella- 
mont,  who  was  appointed  Governor  of  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  New  Hampshire,  in  May,  1695,  but 
did  not  arrive  in  New  York  until  May,  1698.  He 
was  appointed  by  King  William  with  a special  view  to 
the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  American  seas — New 
York,  at  that  time,  having  been  a commercial  depot  of 

* This  cliurcii  was  destroyed  by  fire  iu  1776,  and  lay  in  ruins  until  1788, 
when  it  was  rel)uilt.  In  18u'J  it  was  torn  down  to  build  the  present  edifice, 
which  was  opeued  in  1846. 
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the  pirates,  with  whom  Fletcher  and  other  officers  in  the 
colony  had  a good  understanding.  Kidd  was  fitted  out 
with  a ship  by  Bellamont,  Robert  Livingstone,  and  others, 
including  several  English  noblemen.  Turning  pirate  him- 
self, Kidd  was  afterward  arrested  in  Boston  by  the  Earl, 
and  sent  home  for  trial.  The  Earl  was  a nobleman  of 
polite  manners,  a great  favorite  of  King  William,  and 
very  popular  among  the  people  both  of  New  York 
. and  Boston.  He  had  been  dissipated  in  his  youth, 
but  afterward  became  penitent  and  devout.  He  died  in 
New  York  in  March,  1701. 

On  the  death  of  Earl  Bellamont,  the  government 
devolved  upon  Mr.  Nanfan,  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
until  the  appointment  of  Lord  Cornbury  in  1702. 
A public  dinner  was  given  in  honor  of  his  arrival; 
he  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  in  a gold 
box ; and  a congratulatory  address  was  tendered  him  by 
the  city  authorities.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before 
his  true  character  appeared.  He  was  a very  tyrannical, 
base,  and  prolligate  man,  and  was  appointed  to  the 
government  of  New  York  by  King  William  as  a reward 
for  his  desertion  of  King  James,  in  whose  army  he  was 
an  officer.  He  was  a savage  bigot  and  an  ungentlemanly 
tyrant  He  imprisoned  several  clergymen  who  were 
dissenters,  and  robbed  the  Rev.  M.  Hubbard,  of  Jamaica, 
of  his  house  and  glebe.  He  was  wont  to  dress  himself 
in  women’s  clothes,  and  thus  patrol  the  fort.  His  avarice 
was  insatiable,  and  his  disposition  that  of  a savage. 

. The  only  things  worthy  of  note  during  his  adminis- 
tration are  : First,  the  establishment  by  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  a free  grammar-school  ; and,  second,  the  rag- 
ing of  a malignant  epidemic,  which  strongly  resembled 
the  yellow-fever.  The  terror-stricken  citizens  tied  to  the 
shores  of  New  Jersev  and  Staten  Island;  and  Lord 
Cornbury',  with  his  council,  took  up  his  quarters  at  Ja- 
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maica,  Long  Island.  But  the  inhabitants  of  New  York 
had  a worse  plague  than  even  the  pestilence,  in  Corii- 
bury ; who,  at  length,  becoming  an  object  of  uni- 
versal abhorrence  and  detestation,  was  superseded 
by  Queen  Anne,  who,  in  the  autumn  of  1708,  appointed 
John,  Lord  Lovelace,  Baron  of  Hurley,  in  his  place. 

Lovelace,  however,  did  not  long  enjoy  either  the  cares 
or  pleasures  of  office.  He  died  on  the  5th  of  May  in 
the  next  year,  of  a disorder  contracted  in  crossing  the 
ferry  on  his  first  arrival  in  New  Y^ork.  On  the  death  of 
his  lordship,  the  o*overnment  once  more  devolved 

^ ^ ^ . 1710. 

upon  Pticliard  Iiigoldsby,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  the  colony,  until  the  arrival  of  Governor  Hunter,  in 
the  summer  of  1710. 

Hunter  was  a Scotchman,  and  when  a boy,  an  ap- 
prentice to  an  apothecary.  Leaving  his  master,  he 
entered  the  army,  and,  being  a man  of  wit  and  beauty, 
gained  promotion,  and  also  the  hand  of  Lady  Hay.  In 
1707,  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Virginia, 
but  being  captured  by  the  French  on  his  voyage  out,  on 
his  return  to  England  he  was  appointed  to  the  govern- 
ment of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  then  united  in  the 
same  jurisdiction.  Governor  Hunter  was  the  man  who 
brought  over  the  three  thousand  Palatines  from  Germany, 
by  whom  the  German  settlements  in  the  interior  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  were  founded.  He  administered 
the  government  of  the  colony  well  and  wisely,”  as  was 
said  to  him  in  an  affectionate  parting'  address  by 

^ ^ 17  19. 

the  General  Assembly,  until  the  summer  of  1719, 
when  he  returned  to  England  on  leave  of  absence,  as  well 
on  account  of  his  health  ns  to  look  after  his  private 
affairs.  He  intimated,  upon  his  departure,  that  he  might 
return  to  the  government  again,  but  did  not.  The  chief 
command  on  his  departure  devolved  on  the  Hon.  Peter 
Schuyler,  as  tlie  oldest  member  of  the  council,  but  only 
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for.  a brief  period.  He,  however,  held  a treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations  at  Albany,  which  was  considered  satisfactory ; 
yet  it  would  have  been  more  so  had  his  efforts  to  induce 
the  Confederates  to  drive  Joncaire,  the  agent  of  the 
French,  out  of  their  country,  been  successful.  This  Jesuit 
emissary  had  resided  among  the  Senecas  from  the  begin- 
ning of  Queen  Anne’s  reign.  He  had  been  adopted  by 
them,  and  was  greatlj'  beloved  by  the  Onondagas.  He 
was  incessant  in  his  intrigues  in  behalf  of  the  French, 
facilitating  the  missionaries  in  their  progress  tlirough  the 
country,  and  contributing  greatly  to  the  vacillating  course 
of  the  Indians  toward  the  English.  Schuyler  was  aware 
of  all  this ; but,  notwithstanding  his  own  great  inliuence 
over  the  Six  Nations,  he  could  not  prevail  upon  them  to 
discard  their  favorite.  In  other  respects  the  government  of 
Schuyler  was  marked  by  moderation,  wisdom,  and  integrity. 

About  this  period  a new  market  was  established  at 
the  upper  end  of  Broad  Street,  between  the  City  Hall  and 
Exchange  Place,  and  permission  was  given  to  the  resi- 
dents of  the  vicinity  to  erect  stalls  and  sheds  to  suit  their 
convenience,  under  the  direction  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
, Market.  Country  people  were  also  permitted  to  sell 

meat  at  wholesale  or  retail,  as  they  pleased,  subject  to 
the  same  supervision;*  and  bakers  were  required  to  brand 
their  loaves  with  their  initials,  under  penalty  of  forfeit- 
ure of  the  bread.  In  the  spring  of  the  same  year  (1711); 
it  was  resolved  that  a meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
should  be  held  at  the  City  Hall  on  the  first  Friday  of 
every  month ; and  the  treasurer  was  also  ordered  to  pur- 
chase eighteen  /’«-s7^-buttomed  chairs  and  an  oval  table  for 
their  accommodation. 

In  regard  to  the  appearance  of  the  city  itself  at  this 

time  we  are  not  left  entirelv  to  conjecture.  In  the 

1704. 

monlli  of  Octol)or  1704,  Miss  Sarah  Knight,  a 
Boston  lady  of  considerable  shrewdness  and  observe- 
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tion,  and  who  was  connected  with  some  of  the  old  New- 
Kngland  families,  traveled  on  horseback  from  Boston  to 
New  York,  on  a visit  to  some  of  her  friends.  During  her 
journey  she  kept  a journal,  in  which  she  jotted  down  her 
experiences  of  men  and  things  noted  by  the  way.  This 
journal,  which  has  recently  been  printed  for  private  cir- 
culation, contains  the  following  quaint  passage,  descriptive 
of  the  city  at  this  period  : 

“ The  Citie  of  New  York  is  a pleasant  well  compacted  place,  situated  on  a 
commodious  River,  well  is  a fine  harbour  for  shipping.  The  Building  Brick 
General V very  stately  and  high,  though  not  altogether  like  ours  in  Boston. 
The  Bricks  in  some  of  the  Houses  are  of  divers  Coullers  and  laid  in  Checkers, 
being  glazed',  look  very  agreeable.  The  inside  of  them  are  neat  to  admira- 
tion, the  wooden  work,  for  only  the  walls  are  plastered,  and  the  Sumers  and 
Gist  * * * § are  plained  and  kept  very  white  scowr’d  as  so  is  all  the  partitions  made 
of  Bords.  The  fire-places  have  no  Jambs  (as  ours  have)  But  the  Backs  run 
flush  with  the  walls,  and  the  Hearth  is  of  Tyles  and  is  as  farr  out  into  the 
Room  at  tlie  Ends  as  before  the  fire,  wch  is  Generally  Five  foot  in  the  Low’r 
rooms,  and  the  peice  over  where  the  mantle  tree  should  be  is  made  as  ours 
with  Joyners  w'ork,  and  as  I suppose  is  fasten’d  to  iron  rodds  inside.  The 
House  where  the  Vendue  was,  had  Chimney  Corners  like  ours,  and  they  and 
the  Hearth  were  laid  wth  the  finest  tile  that  I ever  see,  and  the  stair  cases 
laid  all  with  white  tile  which  is  ever  clean,f  and  so  are  the  'walls  of  the 
Kitchen,  "wheh  had  a Brick  floor.  They  -were  making  Great  preparations  to 
Receive  their  Governor,  Lord  Cornbuut  from  the  Jerseys,  and  for  that  End 
raised  the  militia  to  Gard  him  on  shore  to  the  fort. :{; 

“They  are  Generaly  of  the  Church  of  England  and  have  a New-England 
Gentleman  § for  their  Minister,  and  a very  fine  church  set  out  with  all  Cus- 
tomary requisites.  Tlu're  are  also  a Dutch  ij  and  Divers  Conventicles,  as  they 

* Summers  and  joijit.  The  Smnmor.  a word  now  not  in  very  common  use.  was  u central 
beam  supporting  the  joist,  such  as  is  now  sometimes  called  the  bearing  beam. 

t The  tiles  were  set  into  the  wall,  forming,  as  it  were,  a continuous  border  or  row  of  the 
width  of  one  tile  (or  perhaps  sometimes  of  more)  close  to  the  upper  line  of  staircase.  The 
Coeymans  house,  standing  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson,  just  north  of  the  village  of  Coey- 
mans,  still  shows  most  of  these  peculiarities  of  building  mentioned  by  Mine.  Knight;  the 
staircase  laid  with  tiles,  no  plaster  except  on  the  walls,  and  heavy  floor-timbers,  strengthened 
at  tile  ends  by  solid  knees, planed  and  ••kept very  white  scoured.” 

t On  the  block  beween  Bowling  Green,  'Whitehall,  Bridge,  and  State  Streets.— 
llhfary  of  Xexc  Tork^  28. 

§ William  Vesey.  previously  “a  dissenting  preacher  on  Long  Island  He  had  received 
his  education  in  Harvard  under  that  rigid  Independent,  Increase  Mather,  and  was  sent 
thence  by  him  to  conflrm  the  minds  of  those  who  had  removed  for  their  conveniense  from 
Now  Enirland  to  this  Province.  • * * But  Col.  Fletcher,  who  saw  into  liis  design,  took 

off  Mr.  Vesey  by  an  invitation  to  this  living;  * * ♦ and  Mr.  Vesey  returned  from  Eng- 
land in  Priest's  orders.”— Fll^tonj  of  Xew  York,  III,  4.‘1S. 

! The  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  built  in  1C03.  in  what  is  now  Exchange  Place. — GreenUaf's 
Tlhstory  of  X.  Churches,  11. 
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call  them,  viz. : Baptist ,*  Quakers,!  &c.  They  are  not  strict  in  keeping  the 
Sabbath  as  in  Boston  and  other  places  where  I had  bin,  But  seem  to  deal  with 
great  exactness  as  farr  as  I see  or  Deall  with.  They  are  sociable  to  one 
another  and  Curteos  and  Civill  to  strangers  and  fare  well  in  their  houses.  The 
English  go  very  fashernable  in  their  Dress.  But  the  Dutch,  especially  the 
middling  sort,  differ  from  our  women,  in  ther  habitt  go  loose,  were  French 
inuches  wch  are  like  a Capp  and  a head  band  in  one,  leaving  their  ears  bare, 
which  are  sett  out  wth  Jewells  of  a large  size  and  many  in  number.  And  their 
fingers  hoop’t  with  rings,  some  with  large  stones  in  them  of  many  Coullers  as 
were  their  pendants  in  their  ears,  which  Y'ou  should  see  very  old  womens  wear 
as  well  as  Y'oung. 

“ They  have  Vendues  very  frequently,  and  make  their  earnings  very  well  by 
them,  for  they  treat  with  good  Liquor  Liberally,  and  the  customers  Drink  as 
Liberally,  and  Generally  pay  for’t  as  well,  by  paying  for  that  which  they  Bidd 
up  Briskly  for,  after  the  sack  has  gone  plentifully  about,  tho’  sometimes  good 
•penny  worths  are  got  there.  Their  Diversions  in  the  Winter  is  Riding  Sleys 
about  three  or  four  Miles  out  of  Town,  where  they  have  Houses  of  entertain- 
ment at  a place  called  the  Bowery,  ^ and  some  go  to  friends’  Houses,  who 
handsomely  treat  them.  Mr.  BuRiioUGirs  carry’d  his  spouse  and  Daughter 
and  myself  out  to  one  Madame  Dowes,  a Gentlewoman  that  lived  at  a farm 
House,  who  gave  us  a handsome  entertainment  of  five  or  six  Dishes  and  choice 
Beer  and  metheglin,  Cyder,  &c.,  all  w'hich  she  said  w’as  the  produce  of  her 
farm.  I believe  we  mett  fifty  or  sixty  slays  that  day  ; they  liy  with  great 
swiftness,  and  some  are  so  fuiious  that  they’ll  turn  out  of  the  path  for  none 
except  a Loaden  Cart.  Nor  do  they  spare  for  any  diversion  the  place  affords 
and  sociable  to  a degree,  they’r  Tables  being  as  free  to  their  Nay  hours  as  t( 
themselves.” 

William  Burnet,  son  of  the  celebrated  prelate  of  that 
name,  who  tlourished  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
succeeded  Hunter  in  the  government  of  the  colony,  in 
the  year  1720 ; and  of  all  the  colonial  Governors 
of  New  York,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Don- 
gan,  hi.s  Indian  and  colonial  policy  was  marked  by  the 
most  prudent  forecast  and  the  greatest  Avisdom.  Imme- 
diately after  the  peace  of  Utrecht  a brisk  trade  in  goods 
for  the  Indian  market  was  revived  between  xUlbany  and 

• Greenlc;if,  however.  "ivcslTOO  as  the  first  Baptist  preaching— that  of  Wickenden.  A 
petition  of  Niciiolas  Eyres  states  that  in  1715  his  horse  was  registered  for  an  Anabapust 
meeting-house. — DocviMutcu'y  llUtunj  of  Xtw  York,  III,  ISO. 

t The  first  Friends*  .\leeting-housc— a small  frame  building,  standing  on  Little  Green 
Street— is  said  to  have  been  erected  In  lO'.Xl  or  WXi  —GrettJenf,  116. 

X '‘A  small  tavern  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  Harlem  River.  This  tavern  was  the  occa- 
sional point  of  excursion  for  riding  p.nrties  from  the  city,  and  was  known  as  th(‘  ‘Wedding- 
place.*  One  or  two  sm.-d!  tavern- were  on  the  road  between  the  town  and  the  Dowery.*’— 
YiGrtGiic'^  of  Xiic  York,  GO. 
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Montreal,  the  Caughnawaga  tribe  of  the  Mohawks  resid- 
ing near  Montreal  serving  as  carriers.  The  chiefs  of  the 
Six  Nations  foresaw  the  evil  and  inevitable  consequences 
to  result  from  allowing  that  trade  to  pass  round  in  that 
direction,  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  would  of  course  be 
drawn  exclusively  to  Montreal  for  their  supplies,  to  be 
receiv'ed  immediately  at  the  hands  of  the  French,  and 
they  cautioned  the  English  authorities  against  it.  Mr. 
Hunter  had  indeed  called  the  attention  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  the  subject  at  an  antecedent  period ; but  no 
action  was  had  thereon  until  after  Mr.  Burnet  had  as- 
sumed the  direction  of  the  colonial  administration.  The 
policy  of  the  latter  was  at  once  to  cut  off  an  intercourse  so 
unwise  and  dangerous  with  Montreal,  and  bring  the  entire 
Indian  trade  within  the  limits  and  control  of  New  York. 
To  this  end  an  act  was  passed,  at  his  suggestion,  subjecting 
the  traders  with  Montreal  to  a forfeiture  of  their  goods, 
and  a penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each  infraction 
of  the  law.  It  likewise  entered  into  the  policy  of  Mr. 
Burnet  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  Caughnawagas,  and 
reunite  them  with  their  kindred  in  their  native  valley. 
But  the  ties  by  which  the  Roman  priesthood  had  bound 
them  to  the  interests  of  the  French  were  too  strong,  and 
the  efforts  of  the  Governor  were  unsuccessful. 

In  furtherance  of  the  design  to  grasp  the  Indian  trade, 
not  only  of  the  Six  Nations,  but  likewise  that  of  the  re- 
moter nations  of  the  upper  lakes,  a trading-post  was 
established  at  Oswego  in  1722.  A trusty  agent  was 
also  appointed  to  reside  at  the  great  council-fire  of 
the  Onoiidagas,  the  central  mation  of  the  Confederates. 
A congress  of  several  of  the  colonies  was  held  at  Albany 
to  meet  the  Six  Nations,  during  the  same  year,  which, 
among  other  distinguished  men,  was  attended  by  Gov- 
ernor Spottswood,  of  Virginia,  Sir  William  Keith,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  by  Governor  Bui  net.  At  this  council  the 
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chiefs  stipulated  that  in  their  Southern  war  expeJitio?is 
they  would  not  cross  the  Potomac ; and  in  their  marcdies 
against  their  Southern  enemies,  their  path  was  to  lie 
westward  of  the  great  mountains,  meaning  the  Alleglia- 
nies.  Mr.  Burnet  again  brightened  the  chain  of  friend- 
ship with  them  on  the  part  of  New  York,  notwithstand- 
ing the  adverse  indue nces  exerted  by  the  Chevalier  Jon- 
caire,  the  Jesuit  agent  residing  alternately  among  the 
Senecas  and  Onondagas. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  Mr.  Burners  policy  were  soon 
apparent.  In  the  course  of  a single  year  more  than  forty 
young  men  plunged  boldly  into  the  Indian  countiy  as 
traders,  acquired  their  language,  and  strengthened  the 
precarious  friendship  existing  between  the  English  and 
the  more  distant  nations ; while  tribes  of  the  latter  pre- 
viously unknown  to  the  colonists,  even  from  beyond  the 
Michilimackinac,  visited  Albany  for  purposes  of  traffic. 

The  establishment  of  an  English  post  at  Oswego  was 
a cause  of  high  displeasure  to  the  French,  who,  in  order 
to  intercept  the  trade  from  the  upper  lakes  that  would 
otherwise  be  drawn  thither,  and  thus  be  diverted  from 
Montreal,  determined  to  repossess  themselves  of  Niagara, 
rebuild  the  trading-house  at  that  point,  and  repair  their 
dilapidated  fort.  The  assent  of  the  Onondagas  to  this  meas- 
ure was  olitained  hy  the  Baron  de  Longueil,  who  visited 
their  country  for  that  purpose,  through  the  intluence  of 
Joncaire  and  his  Jesuit  associates.  But  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy,  disapproving  of  the  movement, 
declared  the  permission  given  to  be  void,  and  dispatched 
messengers  to  Niagara  to  arrest  the  procedure.  With  a 
just  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  such  an  encroach- 
ment upon  their  territory,  the  Confederates  met  Mr. 
Burnet  in  council  upon  the  subject  at  Albany 
in  1727.  “We  come  to  you  howling,”  said  the 
chiefs ; “ and  this  is  the  reason  why  we  howl,  that  the 
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Governor  .of  Canada  encroaches  upon  our  land  and  builds 
thereon?^  Governor  Burnet  made  them  a speech  on  the 
occasion,  beautifully  expressed  in  their  own  figurative 
language,  which  gave  them  great  satisfaction.*  The 
chiefs,  declaring  themselves  unable  to  resist  this  invasion 
of  the  French,  entreated  the  English  for  succor,  and  for- 
mally surrendered  their  country  to  the  great  king,  to  be 
protected  by  him  for  their  use,”  as  heretofore  stated. 
But  Governor  Burnet,  being  at  that  period  involved  in 
political  difficulties  with  an  Assembly  too  short-sighted 
or  too  factious  .to  appreciate  the  importance  of  preserv- 
ing so  able  a head  to  the  colonial  government,  was 
enabled  to  do  nothing  more  for  the  protection  of  the  In- 
dians than  to‘  erect  a small  military  defense  at  Oswego ; 
and  even  this  work  of  necessity  he  was  obliged  to  per- 
form at  his  own  private  expense.  Meantime  the  French 
completed  and  secured  their  works  at  Niagara  without 
molestation. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  having  been  thwarted 
in  his  enlarged  and  patriotic  views  by  several  successive 
assemblies,  Mr.  Bmnet,  one  of  the  ablest  and  wisest  ofdhe 
colonial  administrators,  retired  from  the  government  of 
New  York,  and  accepted  that  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire.  His  departure,  personally,  was  universally 
regretted.  He  was  not  only  a man  of  letters,  but  of  wit — 
a believer  in  the  Christian  religion,  yet  not  a serious  pro- 
fessor. A variety  of  amusing  anecdotes  has  been  related 
of  him.  AYhen  on  his  way  from  New  York  to  assume  the 
government  at  Boston,  one  of  the  committee  who  went 
from  that  town  to  nK^^^t^iim  on  the  borders  of  Rhode 
Island  was  the  facetious  Colonel  Tailer.  Burnet  com- 
plained of  the  long  graces  that  were  said  before  meals  by 
clergymen  on  the  road,  and  asked  when  they  would 
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shorten.  Taller  answered:  The  graces  will  increase  in 

length  till  you  come  to  Boston ; after  that  they  will 
shorten  till  you  come  to  your  government  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  your  excellency  will  find  no  grace  at  all.’’ 

Colonel  John  Montgomery  succeeded  Mr.  Burnet  in  the 
government  of  the  colonies  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
in  the  month  of  April,  1728.  He  was  a Scotchman, 
and  bred  a soldier.  But  quitting  the  profession  of 
arms,  he  went  into  Parliament,  serving,  also,  for  a time, 
as  groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to  his  majesty  George  II, 
before  his  accession  to  the  throne.  He  was  a man  of 

t . ^ 

moderate  abilities  and  slender  literary  attainments.  He 
was  too  good-natured  a man  to  excite  enmities;  and  his 
administration  was  one  of  tranquil  inaction.  He  was  an 
indolent  man,  and  had  not  character  enough  to  inspire 
opposition. 

The  French,  perceiving  this,  and  enraged  at  the.  erec- 
tion of  a fort  at  Oswego,  were  now  menacing  that  post. 

. The  new  Governor  thereupon  met  the  Six  Nations  in 
council  at  xVlbany,  to  renew  the  covenant  chain,  and  en- 
gage them  in  the  defense  of  that  important  station. 
Large  presents  were  distributed  among  them,  and  they 
declared  their  willingness  to  join  the  reinforcements 
detached  from  the  independent  companies  for  that  service. 
Being  apprised  of  these  preparations,  the  French  de,^isted 
from  their  threatened  invasion. 

Much  of  the  opposition  to  the  administration  of  Gov- 
ernor Burnet  had  been  fomented  and  kept  alive  by  the 
Albanians,  who,  by  the  shrewdness  of  his  Indian  policy, 
and  the  vigorous  measures  by  i^Iqch  he  had  enforced  it, 
had  been  interrupted  in  their  illicit  trade  in  Indian  goods 
with  ^Montreal,  and  also  by  the  importers  of  those  goods 
residing  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Sustained,  however, 
by  his  council-board,  and  by  the  very  able  memoir  of 
Dr.  Golden  upon  that  subject,  Mr.  Burnet,  as  the  reader 
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has  already  been  apprised,  had  succeeded  in  giving  a new 
and  more  advantageous  character  to  the  inland  trade, 
while  the  . Indian  relations  of  the  colony  had  been  placed 
upon  a better  footing,  in  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  opportuni- 
ties of  the  French  to  tamper  with  them  had  been  measur- 
ably cut  off.  But  in  December  of  the  succeeding  year, 
owing  to  some  intrigues  that  were  never  clearly  under- 
stood, all  these  advantages  were  suddenly  relinquished  by 
an  act  of  the  Crown  repealing  the  measures  of  Mr.  Bur- 
net reviving,  in  effect,  the  execrable  trade  of  the  Alba- 
nians,* and  thus  at  once  re-opening  the  door  of  intrigue 
between  the  French  and  the  Six  Nations,  which  had  been 
so  wisely  closed. 

The  three  principal  events,  however,  of  Montgomery’s 
administration  affecting  the  city  itself,  were  the  grant  of 
an  amended  citv  charter  in  1730,  by  which  the 

1T30. 

jurisdiction  of  the  city  was  fixed  to  begin  at 
King’s  Bridge,  the  establishment  of  a line  of  stages  to  run 
between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  once  a fortnight 
during  the  winter  months,  and  the  founding  of  the  first 
public  library. 

For  more  than  a century  there  had  been  no  public 
library  in  the  city;  but  in  the  year  1729  some  sixteen 
hundred  and  twenty-two  volumes  were  bequeathed  by  the 
llev.  John  Millington,  rector  of  Newington,  England,  to 
the  A^enerable  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts,”  by  whom  the  books  were  in  turn  imme- 
diately presented  to  the  city.  To  this  number  also  was 
added  another  collection,  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  John  Sharp, 
chaplain  to  Lord  Bellamont,  when  both  collections,  now  one, 
were  opened  to  the  public  as  the  ‘‘  Corporation  Library.” 
The  librarian  dying  soon  after,  the  books  were  neglected 
until  17o4,  when  a few  public-spirit(id  citizens  founded 
the  Society/  Lihrarff,  at  the  same  time  adding  the  Corpo- 
ration collection  and  depositing  the  whole  in  the  C.ity 
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Hall.  The  undertaking  prospered^  and  in  1772  George  III 
granted  it  a charter.  During  the  Revolutionary  struggle 
the  library  was  neglected ; but  when  peace  was  restored 
in  1783,  the  society  revived  their  charter  and  again  set 
themselves  to  work  collecting  those  volumes  that  had  been 
scattered  and  replacing  those  irretrievably  lost  by  new 
ones.  Their  efforts  were  so  far  successful  as  to  warrant 
them  in  erecting  a library  building  on  Nassau  Street, 
opposite  the  Dutch  church,  a building  that  for  a long  time 
was  considered  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  architecture 
,of  which  the  city  could  boast.  Thence  it  was  removed  to 
the  Mechanics’  Society  building  on  Chambers  Street,  where 
it  remained  until  the  completion  of  their  new  and  fine 
edifice  in  1840  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Leonard 
Street.  This  spot  was  next  vacated  and  quarters  were 
obtained  for  it  in  the  new  Bible  House,  Astor  Place, 
whence,  in  1857,  it  once  more  removed  to  its  beautiful 
edifice  in  University  Place,  between  Twelfth  and  Thir- 
teenth Streets.  Such  is  a short  sketch  of  the  first  public 
library  of  New  York,  commenced  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  years  ago. 

On  the  decease  of  Colonel  Montgomery,  in  1731,  the 
duties  of  the  colonial  executive  were  for  a brief  period 
exercised  by  Mr.  Rip  Yan  Dam,  as  President  of 
the  Council.'^  Ilis  administration  was  signalized 
by  tlie  memorable  infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  by 
the  French,  who  then  invaded  the  clearly-defined  territory 
of  New  York,  and  built  the  fortress  of  St.  Frederick,  at 
Crown  Point,  a work  which  gave  them  the  command  of 
Lake  Champlain — the  highway  between  the  English  and 
French  colonies.  The  pusillanimity  evinced  by  the  gov- 
ernment of  New  York  on  the  occasion  of  that  flagrant 

* Mr.  Van  Dam  was  an  eminent  merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York,  "of  a 
fair  estate,”  says  Smith,  the  liistorian,  “thouirli  distincruished  more  for  the  in- 
tegrity ot  his  heart  than  his  capacity  to  hold  the  reins  of  government.” 
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encroachment  upon  its  domains,  Excites  the  amazement 
of  the  retrospective  reviewer,  Massachusetts,  alarmed  at 
tliis  advance  of  the  rivals,  if  not  natural  enemies,  of  the 
English  upon  the  settlement  of  the  latter,  first  called  the 
attention  of  the  authorities  of  New  York  to  the  subject ; 
but  the  information  was  received  with  the  most  provoking 
indifference.  There  was  a regular  military  force  in  the 
colony  abundantly  sufficient,  by  a prompt  movement,  to 
repel  the  aggression,  yet  not  even  a remonstrance  was 
uttered  against  it.  With  the  exception  of  this  infringe- 
ment upon  the  territory  of  New  York,  nothing 
worthy  of  special  mention  occurred  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Yan  Dam.  In  August,  1732,  Colonel 
William  Cosby  arrived  in  New  York  as  his  successor. 

The  first  act.  of  the  new  Governor  was  one  which, 
having  its  rise  at  first  in  a mere  personal  quarrel,  was  des- 
tined to  establish,  for  all  time  in  America,  the  question  of 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  The  act  of  the  Governor  here 
alluded  to  was  the*  institution  of  proceedings  against  Dip 
Yan  Dam  to  recover  half  of  the  salary  which  the  latter 
had  received  during  his  occupation  of  the  Governor’s 
chair.  The  suit  was  decided  against  Yan  Dam,  who  was 
consequently  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  functions 
as  President  of  the  Council.  This  unfair  decision  natu- 
rally aroused  the  indignation  of  the  people,  who  gave  vent 
to  their  feelings  in  squibs  and  lampoons  hurled  without 
mercy  at  the  Governor  and  his  part\\  These  were,  in 
turn,  answered  by  the  New  York  Gazette^  a paper  published 
by  William  Bradford  in  the  interest  of  the  Government ; 
and  the  controversy  finally  grew  so  bitter  that  John  Peter 
Zenger,  a printer  by  trade,  was  induced,  under  the  patron- 
age, as  was  supposed,  of  Rip  Yan  Dam,  to  start  a new 
paper,  the  AT*?/;  Y'ork  Weekly  Journal- — the  columns  of  which 
were  to  be  devoted  to  opposing  the  colonial  administration 
of  Governor  Cosby.  The  columns  of  tlie  new  paper  teemed 
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with  able  and  spicy  articles  assailing  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor— written,  probably,  by  William  Smith  and  James 
Alexander,  the  two  prominent  lawyers  of  New  York.  The 
Governor,  and  those  members  of  his  council  who  were  hi.s 
satellites,  were  not  long  in  bringing  themselves  into  the 
belief  that  these  articles  were  actionable  ; and  thus  it  hap- 
pened that  the  first  great  libel  suit  tried  in  this  citg  was  insti- 
tuted by  the  Government,  in  1734,  against  Zenger. 
The  latter,  in  a pamphlet  which  he  wrote  afterward 
upon  his  trial,  quaintly  says : * “As  there  was  but  one 
Printer  in  the  Province  of  New  York  that  printed  a public 
’ News  Paper,  I was  in  Hopes,  if  I undertook  to  publish  an- 
other, I might  make  it  worth  my  while,  and  I soon  found 
that  my  Hopes  were  not  groundless.  My  first  paper  was 
printed  November  15th,  1733,  and  I continued  printing 
and  publishing  of  them  (I  thought  to  the  satisfaction  of 
every  body)  till  the  January  following,  when  the  Chief 
Justice  was  pleased  to  animadvert  upon  the  Doctrine  of 
Libels  in  a long  charge  given  in  that  term  to  the  Grand 
Jury.” 

Zenger  was  thereupon  imprisoned  on  Sunday,  the  17th 
of  November,  1734,  by  virtue  of  a warrant  from  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council;  and  a concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  prosecution  was  requested.  The 
House,  however,  declined  bj’  laying  the  request  of  the 
Council  upon  the  table.  The  Governor  and  Council  then 
ordered  the  libelous  papers  to  be  burned  by  the  common 
hangman  or  whipper,  near  the  pillory.  But  both  the  com- 
mon whippcr  and  the  common  hangman  were  officers  of 
the  Corporation,  not  of  the  Crown,  and  they  declined 
officiating  at  the  illumination.  The  papers  were  therefore 

* This  pamphlet,  which  is  excedin^ly  rare,  is  a larjre  8vo  {^}4  ii''-t-'hes) 
of  39  paj^es.  It  is  entitled:  A Brief  Narmtire  of  the  Case  and  Trial  of  John 
Peter  Zenger,  Printer  of  the  New  York  Weekly  Journal : — New  York  Printed: 
Lancaster  re-printed,  and  sold  by  W.  Dunlap, at  the  New  Pnnting  Ofices,  i^uecn 
Street,  1T3G. 
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burned  by  the  Sherift^’s  negro  servant  at  the  order  of  the 
Governor.^  An  ineffectual  attempt  was  next  made  to 
procure  an  indictment  against  Zenger,  but  the  Grand  Jury 
refused  to  find  a bill.  The  Attorney-General  was  then 
directed  to  file  no  inffrmation  against  him  for  printing  the 
libels,  and  he  was  consequently  kept  in  prison  until 
another  term.  His  counsel  offered  exceptions  to  the  com- 
missions of  the  judges,  which  the  latter  not  only  refused 
to  hear,  but  excluded  his  counsel,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Alex- 
ander, from  the  bar.  Zenger  then  obtained  other  counsel 
— John  Chambers  of  New  York,  and  Andrew  Hamilton 
of  Philadelphia.  The  trial  at  length  came  on  and  excited 
great  interest.  The  truth,  under  the  old  English  law  of 
hbel,  could  never  be  given  in  evidence,  and  was  of  course 
excluded  on  the  present  trial.  Hamilton,  nevertheless, 
tried  the  case  with  consummate  ability.  He  showed  the 
jury  that  they  were  the  judges  as  well  of  the  law  as  the 
fact,  and  Zenger  was  acquitted.  “ The  jury,”  says  Zenger 
in  relating  the  result  of  the  trial,  “ withdrew,  and  in  a 
small  time  returned,  and  being  asked  by  the  clerk  whether 
they  were  agreed  upon  their  verdict  and  whether  John 

* In  tlie  pampMet  before  alluded  to,  Zenger  gives  the  following  account  of 
this  proceeding : 

“At  a council  held  at  Fort  George  in  New  York  the  2d  of  November,  1734, 
present,  His  Excellency  William  Cosby,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief. 
Ac.,  r.  Clark,  Mr.  Harrison,  Dr.  Colden  ” [a  note  says  Dr.  Coldeii  was  that  day 
at  Esopus,  ninety  miles  away],  “Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, Mr.  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Horsmanden ; 

“Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  this  day,  some  of  John  Peter  Zen- 
ger’s  journals,  entitled  the  Xew  York  Wcekli/  Journal,  Nos.  7,  47,  48,  49,  were 
ordered  to  be  burned  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  or  whipper,  near 
the  pillory  of  this  city,  on  Wednesday,  the  Gth  inst.,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  twelve.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  Mayor  and  Magistrates  of  this  city 
do  attend  at  the  burning  of  the  several  p'apers  or  journals  afore.said,  numbered 
as  above-mentioned,  Fred.  Moituis,  D.  Cl.  Con. 

“ To  Robert  Lurting,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Ntw  York,  &c.” 

(The  Aldermen  protested  vigorously  against  the  execution  of  this  order, 
and  refused  to  instruct  the  Sheriff  to  execute  it.  The  Sheriff  burned  the  papers, 
however,  or  “ ddicered  them  into  the  hands  of  his  own  negro,  and  ordered  him 
to  put  thtm  into  the  fire,  irhich  he  did.”) 
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Peter  Zcnger  was  guilty  of ‘ printing  and  publishing  the 
libels  in  the  information  mentioned,  they  answered  by 
Thomas  Hunt,  their  foreman,  not  guilty,  upon  which 
there  were  three  huzzas  in  the  hall,  which  was  crowded 
with  people,  and  the  next  day  I was  discharged  from 
imprisonment.” 

Immediately  after  the  trial  the  Corporation  voted  the 
freedom  of  the  city  in  a magnificent  gold  box  * to  Andrew 
Hamilton,  “ for  the  remarkable  service  done  to  this  city 
and  colony,  by  his  defense  of  the  rights  of  mankind  and 
the  liberty  of  the  press.” 

Twenty  years  afterward,  however,  the  Government 
organ  itself  fell  under  the  displeasure  of  the  reigning 
powers.  Upon  the  relinquishment  of  his  paper  in  1743, 
it  was  resumed  by  James  Parker  under  the  double  title  of 
the  New  York  Gasetle  and  Weeldfj  Post  Boy.  In  1753,  ten 
years  afterward,  Parker  took  a partner  by  the  name  of 
William  Wayman.  But  neither  of  the  partners,  nor  both 
of  them  together,  possessed  the  indomitable  spirit  of  John 
Peter  Zenger.  Having  in  March,  1756,  published  an 
article  retlecting  upon  the  people  of  Ulster  and  Orange 
counties,  the  Assembly,  entertaining  a high  regard  for 
the  majesty  of  the  people,  took  offense  thereat,  and  both 
the  editors  were  taken  into  custody  by  the  sergeant-at- 
arms.  What  the  precise  nature  of  the  insult  upon  the 
sovereign  people  of  those  counties  was,  does  not  appear. 
But  the  editors  behaved  in  a craven  manner.  They  ac- 
knowledged their  fault,  begged  pardon  of  the  House,  and 
paid  the  costs  of  the  proceedings,  in  addition  to  all  which 

* This  gold  l)ox  was  five  ounces  and  a half  in  weight  and  inclosed  the  seal 
of  the  said  Freedom.  On  its  lid  were  engraved  the  arms  of  the  City  of  New 
York  and  these  mottoes;  On  the  outer  part  of  the  lid,  DEMEUS..i:  Leges — 
Ti.mkkacta  Libertas— IL«c  Tandem  Emergent.  On  the  inner  side  of  the 
lid,  Non  Nummi.s — Virtute  Pauatur,  On  the  front  of  the  rim.  It  a Cuique 
Eveniat  ut  de  Rei*ubi,k;a  Meruit.  “ Which  freedom  and  bos,”  naively 
adds  Zenger,  “ was  presented  in  the  manner  that  had  been  directed,  and  grate- 
fully accepted  by  the  said  Andrew  Hamilio!!,  Fstpiire.” 
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they  gave  up  the  name  of  the  author.  He  proved  to  be 
none  other  than  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  Watkins,  a missionary 
to  the  County  of  Ulster,  residing  at  Newburg.  The 
reverend  gentleman  was  accordingly  arrested,  brought  to 
New  York,  and  voted  guilty  of  a high  misdemeanor  and 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  House.  Of  what  per- 
suasion was  this  Mr.  Watkins  does  not  appear.  But 
neither  Luther,  nor  Calvin,  nor  Hugh  Latimer  would  have 
betrayed  the  right  of  free  discussion  as  he  did  by  begging 
the  pardon  of  the  House,  standing  to  receive  a reprimand, 
paying  the  fees,  and  promising  to  be  more  circumspect  in 
future — for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  his  discharge.  This 
case  affords  the  most  singular  instance  of  the  exercise  of 
the  doubtful  power  of  punishing  for  what  are  called  con- 
tempts on  record.  A court  has  unquestionably  a right 
to  protect  itself  from  indignity  while  in  session,  and  so 
has  a legislative  body,  although  the  power  of  punishing 
for  such  an  offense  without  trial  by  jury  is  now  gravely 
questioned.  But  for  a legislative  body  to  extend  the 
mantle  of  its  protection  over  its  constituency  in  such  a 
matter  is  an  exercise  of  power  of  which,  even  in  the 
annals  of  the  Star  Chamber,  when  presided  over  by 
Archbishop  Laud,  it  is  difficult  to  find  a parallel.  Sure  it 
is  that  a people,  tlien  or  now,  who  would  elect  such  mem- 
bers to  the  Leffislatiire  deserve  nothinor  else  than  con- 
tempt.  From  the  establishment,  however,  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  country  until  the  present  day  there  has 
been  no  attempt  to  fetter  the  press  by  censors  or  hy  law ; 
while  the  old  English  law  of  libel,  which  prevailed  until 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  has  been  so  modi- 
lied  as  to  allow  the  truth  in  all  cases  to  be  given  in 
evidence.  For  the  attainment  of  this  great  end  the 
country  is  indebted,  more  than  to  all  other  men,  to  the 
early  and  bosom  friend  of  the  late  venerable  Dr.  Nott — 

Alexander  Hatnilton. 
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At  length  the  incessant  quarrels  of  the  weak  and 
avaricious  Cosby  with  the  people  and  their  representa- 
tives was  suddenly  terminated  by  his  death  in 
March,  1736.  On  his  decease,  Mr.  George  Clarke, 
long  a member  of  the  Council,  after  a brief  struggle 
' with  Mr.  Van  Dam  for  the  presidency,  succeeded  to  the 
direction  of  the  government,  and,  being  shortly  after- 
ward commissioned  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  continued  at 
the  head  of  the  colonial  administration  from  the  autumn 
of  1736  to  that  of  1743.  Mr.  Clarke  was  remotely 
connected  by  marriage  with  the  family  of  Lord 
’Clarendon,  having  been  sent  over  as  Secretary  of  the 
colony  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  Being,  moreover,  a 
man  of  strong  common  sense  and  of  uncommon  tact,  and. 
by  reason  of  his  long  residence  in  the  colony  and  the 
several  official  stations  he  had  held,  well  acquainted  with 
its  affairs,  his  administration — certainly  until  toward  its 
close — was  comparatively  popular,  and,  all  circumstances 
considered,  eminently  successful.  In  the  brief  struggle 
for  power  between  himself  and  Mr.  Van  Dam,  the  latter 
had  been  sustained  by  the  popular  party,  while  the 
officers  of  the  Crown  and  the  partisans  of  Cosby,  with 
few,  if  any,  exceptions,  adhered  to  Mr.  Clarke.  This 
difficulty,  however,  had  been  speedily  ended  by  a royal 

confirmation  of  the  somewhat  doubtful  authority  assumed 

%/ 

by  Mr.  Clarke.  His  own  course,  moreover,  on  taking 
the  seals  of  office,  was  conciliatory.  In  his  first  speech 
to  the  General  Assembly,  he  referred  in  temperate  lan- 
guage to  the  unhappy  divisions  which  had  of  late  dis- 
turbed the  colony,  and  which  he  thought  it  was  then  a 
favorable  moment  to  heal.  The  English  flour -market 
having  been  overstocked  by  large  supplies  furnished  from 
the  other  colonies,  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  was 
directed  to  the  expediency  of  encouraging  domestic  man- 
ufactures in  various  departments  of  industry.  To  the 
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Indian  affairs  of  the  colony  Mr.  Clarke  invited  the  spe- 
cial ^ittention  of  the  Assembly,  The  military  works  of 
Fort  Hunter  being  in  a dilapidated  condition,  and  the 
object  of  affording  protection  to  the  Christian  settlements 
through  the  Mohawk  Valley  having  been  accomplished, 
the'  Lieutenant-Governor  suggested  the  erection  of  a new 
fort  at  the  carrying-place  between  the  Mohawk  Hiver 
and  Wood  Creek"^  leading  into  the  Oneida  Lake,  and 
thence  through  the  Oswego  Liver  into  Lake  Ontario ; 
and  the  transfer  of  the  garrison  from  Fort  Hunter  to  this 
new  and  commanding  position.  He  likewise  recommended 
the  repairing  of  the  block-house  at  Oswego,  and  the  send- 
ing of  smiths  and  other  artificers  into  the  Indian  country, 
especially  among  the  Senecas, t 

Diu'ing  the  greater  part  of  the  year  1738 — if  we  ex- 
cept the  establishing  of  a quarantine  on  Bedloe’s  Island 
and  the  opening  of  Lector  Street — but  little  at- 
tention was  paid  to  local  affairs,  the  principal 
historical  incident  of  that  year  being  the  memorable  con- 

* The  site,  afterward,  of  Fort  Stanwdx,  now  the  opulent  town  of  Rome. 

f In  the  course  of  this  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  Chief  Justice  De 
Lancey,  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  announced  that  his  duties  in  the 
Supreme  Court  would  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  act  as  Speaker  through 
the  session.  It  was  therefore  ordered  that  the  oldest  Councilor  present 
should  thenceforward  act  as  Speaker.  Under  tiiis  order,  Dr.  Colden  first 
came  to  the  chair. 

On  the  2Gih  of  October,  the  Council  resolved  that  they  Avould  hold  their 
sittings  in  the  Common  jCouncil  chamber  of  the  City  Hall.  The  House  imme- 
diately returned  a message  that  they  were  holding  their  sessions,  and  should 
continue  to  hold  them,  in  that  chamber;  and  that  it  was  conformable  to  the 
constitution  that  the  Council,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  should  sit  as  a distinct 
and  separate  body.  During  the  same  session,  also,  the  Council  having  sent  a 
message  to  the  House  by  the  hand  of  a deputy-clerk,  a message  was  trans- 
mitted back,  signifying  that  the  House  considered  such  a course  disrespectful. 
Until, that  time  mt'ssages  had  been  conveyed  between  the  Houses,  with  bills, 
resolutions,  kc.,  by  the  hands  of  their  members  respectively.  The  House 
considered  the  sending  of  a clerk  an  innovation  upon  their  privileges ; and 
Colonel  Phillipso,  Mr.  Verplank,  and  Mr.  Johnson  were  ap{)ointed  a committee 
to  wait  upon  the  Council  and  demand  satisfaction.  The  Council  healed  the 
mutter  by  a conciliatory  resolution,  declaring  that  no  disre'spect  had  been 
intended. 
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tested  election  between  Adolphe  Pliillipse  and  Gerrit  Van 
Horne,  in  connection  with  which,  owing  to  the  extraor- 
dinary skill  and  eloquence  of  Mr.  Smith,  father  of  the 
historian  and  counsel  for  Van  Horne,  the  Hebrew  free- 
holders of. the  City  of  New  York,  from  which  place  both 
parties  claimed  to  have  been  returned  to  the  iissembly, 
were  most  unjustly  disfranchised,  on  the  ground  of  their 
religious  creed,  and  their  votes  rejected.  The  colon \* 
was  greatly  excited  by  this  question,  and  the  persuasive 
powers  exerted  by  Mr.  Smith  are  represented  to  have 
been  wonderful — equaling,  probably,  if  not  surpassing, 
those  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  four  years  previously,  in  the 
great  libel  case  of  Zenger — and  possibly  not  excelled 
even  by  Patrick  Henry  a few  years  afterward,  when 
he  dethroned  the  reason  of  the  court,  and  led  captive 
the  jury,  in  the  great  tobacco  case  in  Virginia. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


T^e  years  1738  and  1739,  were  marked  by  increasing 
political  excitement ; and  the  dividing  line  of  parties,  in- 
volving the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty  on  the  itss. 
one  side  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  on  the  1739. 
other,  were  more  distinctly  drawn,  perhaps,  than  at  any 
antecedent  period.  , The  administrations  of  the  earlier 
English  Governors,  Nicholls  and  Lovelace,  were  benevolent 
and  almost  parental.  Andros,  it  is  true,  w^as  a tyrant ; 
and  during  his  administration  parties  were  formed,  as  in 
England,  upon  the  mixed  questions  of  politics  and  religion, 
which  dethroned  the  last  and  most  bigoted  of  the  Stuarts, 
and  brought  William  and  Mary  upon  the  throne.  Dongan, 
however,  the  last  of  the  Stuart  Governors  in  New  York, 
although  a Roman  Catholic,  was  nevertheless  mild  in  the 
administration  of  the  government,  and  a gentleman  in  his 
feelings  and  manners.  It  was  upon  his  arrival,  in  the 
autumn  of  16S3,  that  the  freeholders  of  the  colony,  as  we 
have  seen,  were  invested  with  the  right  of  choosing  repre- 
sentatives to  meet  the  Governor  in  General  Assembly. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  suhsequent  to  the  revolution  of 
1689,  the  colony  was  torn  by  personal,  rather  than  politi- 
cal, factions,  having  their  origin  in  the  controversy  which 
compassed  the  judicial  murder  of  the  unhapp}^  Leisler  and 
his  son-in-law,  Milburn.  These  factions  dying  out  in  the 
lapse  of  years,  other  questions  arose,  the  principal  of  which 


;*■ 
* ■ K 

'Y!'  ' ■ V, 


. - is 


.aiOffi-'  ,-  ••■•  jJ;UT  f '.luifi  8MTI  -STL^,^  aH.T 

.:  '•'  ■*^l,.,e$-ri'?^  'I'O  r-qff  -bxli  hvm^Uoz-'^  l/»/iitH<K|:’  .:>  ..■- 

" ■ .tJ5^t  J.6O73  ail|'gmvlo?»’  '; 

»0€r-Jr.  ii’-i  -^al aiii' ;-vr,[i;  $ig^v  '.;- 

',  i|[;'ifir#:  ia.  iraii  ^yfoni  1 ' 

.,  ix’n-i5jq 

'im>l070atxf  >•  ,.i»io«1aVoCJ  Jgih-na  ' 'V 

.'■  ;• ; #j;',  p:;r/^  ,v^'7tT.  8^11  , ,^80i6/iA  ■ . ir;o/nK*V‘^te  : 

',  '■  ni  m ^bemnfi  ahl  pnnvb'^  l^itn  ' ''  - 

bit  :■;  >.I)ar>[gi<"-"  ^ 

- ^t$ni^;uo(J  (fCHp^i  ruj/  hym  liUifUiTf  jihnvvJ  Ihja  ^'v,  ' 

r ,?m>Y  v/t^X’  ni  «iau'i!3'7o&  f iwj^r  ^rft  la-  .^^^4  •^io*/o7/od . 

; ^ pJl  nl  Wim  .'«  ^7/  ^■^mkmiip  x;  ifgaodiU';  . 

' ' bfd  ul  fUhifolUv/^  ii  1)03^  40‘^ain1^y7<>g 

,./;  arlr-ni 

; , ■ ■ 8i7f  '^.^  7i(| 

, Myr^  ni  ydi  4D->m  el, 

• --^  ,■  / y--  ■ ■■'■■'  ''  '"’■■  ' r-f  - ■ 

. lo  v msv/i  1 

■ '-Iilloq  nnifi  v/imoJf'.  ^^rtefoi)'  odi  ,4Bb[  , 

- ibni^/. '’^rxs7rMinrjo  .7ili  at  ,8goi-|*j/S  ,fco  '^  '-\ 

^ 

, .-  ''/  -^dt'nr  tuo  ^ruyb  j-.rfoll'/'d  .rriedliM  <id  ■ 4 '4' 

J'jf  j7;,/lo  lJ4i;iiii'{q''S!h  r'>^^^diotifjup  rjiil*.'-  ^ 

'•  ' - - ^ 'T  ^’r<  ' ^ 

- 'tv- 4 ;''•  :''-^:v  q ", ; '4 

' ' -'jv’  ‘ V "■-  „ y,  y/Vx  , 4''-  < .-'.  ^ 

-iVv’  .>  - 


:':1 


d- 

1,?^ 


142 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


was  that  important  one  which  always,  ’sooner  or  later, 
■“springs  up  in  every  English  colony — involving,  on  the  one 
hand,  as  I have  already  remarked,  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  on  the  other  the  claims  of  the  Crown.  Invaria- 
bly, almost,  if  not  quite,  the  struggle  is  originated  upon 
some  questions  of  revenue — either  in  the  levying  thereof, 
or  in  its  disposition,  or  both.  Thus  in  the  origin  of  those 
political  parties  in  New  York,  which  continued  with 
greater  or  less  acrimony  until  the  separation  from  the 
parent  country,  Sloughter  and  Fletcher  had  both  endeav- 
, ored  to  obtain  grants  of  revenue  to  the  Crown  for  life,  but 
had  failed.  Subsequently,  grants  had  been  occasionally 
made  to  the  officers  of  the  Crown  for  a term  of  years ; but 
latterly,  especially  during  the  administration  of  Governor 
Cosby,  the  General  Assembly  had  grown  more  refractory 
upon  the  subject— pertinaciously  insisting  that  they  would 
vote  the  salaries  for  the  officers  of  the  Crown  only  with 
the  annual  supplies.  This  was  a principle  which  the  Gov- 
ernors, as  the  representatives  of  the  Crown,  felt  bound  to 
resist,  as  being  an  infringement  of  the  royal  prerogative. 
Henceforward,  therefore,  until  the  colon v cast  off  its  alle- 
giance,  the  struggle  in  regard  to  the  revenue  and  its  dis- 
position was  almost  perpetually  before  the  people,  in  one 
form  or  another ; and  in  some  years,  owing  to  the  obsti- 
nacy of  the  representatives  of  the  Crown  on  one  side,  and 
the  inflexibility  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  on 
the  other,  supplies  were  not  granted  at  all.  Mr.  Clarke, 
although  he  had  the  address  to  throw  off,  or  to  evade,  the 
difficulty,  for  the  space  of  two  years,  was  nevertheless 
doomed  soon  to  encounter  it.  Accordingly,  in  his  speech 
' to  the  Asseinlfly  at  the  autumnal  session  of  1738,  he 
com[)lained  that  another  year  had  elapsed  without  any 
provision  being  made  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty’s  gov- 
ernment in  the  province — the  neglect  having  occurred 
by  reason  of  ‘-a  practice  not  warranted  by  the  usage  of 
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any  former  General  Assemblies.”  He  therefore  insisted 
strongly  upon  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  payment 
of  salaries,  for  the  payment  of  public  creditors,  and  for  the 
general  security  of  the  public  credit  by  the  creation  of  a 
sinking-fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  the  colony. 

The  Assembly  was  refractory.  Instead  of  complying 
with  the  demands  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  House 
resolved  unanimously  that  they  would  grant  no  supplies 
upon  that  principle ; and  in  regard  to  a sinking-fund  for 
the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  afloat,  they  refused 
any  other  measure  than  a continuance  of  the  existing 
excise.  These  spirited  and  peremptory  resolutions  gave 
high  offense  to  the  representative  of  the  Crown ; and  on 
the  day  following  their  adoption,  the  Assembly  was  sum- 
moned to  the  fort,  and  dissolved  by  a speech,  declaring  the 
said  resolutions  to  be  such  presumptuous,  daring,  and 
unprecedented  steps  that  he  could  not  look  upon  them  but 
with  astonishment,  nor  could  he  with  honor  suffer  their 
authors  to  sit  any  longer.” 

The  temper  of  the  new  Assembly,  summoned  in  the 
spring  of  the  succeeding  year,  1739,  was  no  more  in  uni- 
son with  the  desires  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  than  that 
of  th«  former.  The  demand  for  a permanent  supply-bill 
was  urged  at  several  successive  sessions,  only  to  be  met 
with  obstinate  refusals.  The  second  session,  held  in  the 
autumn,  was  interrupted  in  October  by  a prorogation  of 
several  days,  for  the  express  purpose  of  affording  th*" 
members  leisure  “to  reflect  seriously”  upon  the  line  of 
duty  required  of  them  by  the  exigencies  of  the  country ; 
for,  not  only  was  the  Assembly  resolutely  persisting  in  the 
determination  to  make  only  annual  grants  of  supplies,  but 
they  were  preparing  to  trench  yet  furtlier  upon  the  royal 
prerogative  by  insisting  upon  specific  a]>plications  of  the 
revenue,  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  itself  Meantime,  on 
the  13th  of  October,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  brought  the 


.TT'ro 


HVJ^ 

!jia  fioqts  ihjvnh 


•Sillf' :•  r-bV  :-‘'H '"li^'jfW  '9W, ' 

Sf^jr/j'^l  ' »vi  i lot  AO-; 

^0 '•to);  hiM*  odr  lo 

0^[<liJX|  adi'‘'lo;v  If  i/nOAOi: 

■oMiJ 

T;  tii'if  i(.|.fuO’.>  J-O  f*.  ....  ■ V ;,vj.ia'  V ■ ' . :';,l,i 

*■]  '-''if  jllr.r 

.. . ^ ■ or|:- !>[-;( V w ' "./;'  ;•  '■  :i  i : . • i:i  'Yd-r-iiOf , ; f; ; ,aii  baY If . 
■::•  ■.  ^ a?,Jvja;^a'r  ;a  ! ffib  ; 

^ v-i)ih  Janii.;-  :lib=j-'A  orif ’!o  !»iij 

'■-.■.-jza  '.'  y-jy  nsidS  cru>j^;:>fn- 

<•'  o-nfF. 

■UO%Ii; ' ,.  ■; ' ^-^’yO  -aY: ; ..'rvy'-^n^y- f ;;^.r:  a'AUiSo 

arlt  ,nOijVjo!  ..*’  ‘^•'  ..1  gtO’^>lk)l  v 

kit  ‘gn::- .r;  - i>;j  / !• of 

■;bm  feao:.tniv>'  ’Ti  biao 

tLK^^K.?edliiO('Ai,  h:}t  i'^boy^nqi}  ^ 


.mtb 


f V 


.r.. 


^ :ij: 


.’:  i,!i  rb  S ‘ liV  c.;i  ^Tl  ,1;  -7 ‘fd:r 

jffii  ■.-  ■■  ..;  lofnaTon.-di^  7ffj 

'ir.T' '%{  0S  vino  ,«<tOi /7.1: f ir  t.fri!-i7a&  ,.‘ . 

„4t  <ii  0Fv>d--,aoi«i^a ,. ki' ’■' .•••>'>-v •■  X ■ •■  .>4/T5ijloi-  eJ.;:nti^tfo.  .t 

4r-vi[  ■ '•  : • rti 

■■  ^{| ' ’'.-•  r^  •' ' ■‘^ ' lo  “ > i • ] ^'7  ">^i I ' /i '•;  1 
W oali  iHiJ  rr:  • a-  ;■'  ' b;  -,  Vyjfh  i 'M  “Tfnhrof''*4^/rr^: 
oil^  . :b  •'.  > 7 .rn!&il.t  io  , 

'Jilt  i/l  •'••'’  '-b'Uiiaa^A  ^?rft -Bk''  t7H.fr! 

. Ik,  ^ftar’w  f vte 
ifr/--j  -..L‘  iioqr;  oF  dan-aJ  ot  '01.^7; ' iitt 


- w'.‘:{  ^ffiikv<fu  \3  r*7ih-.vovJytl 


orfi' U>  ^.nc*i1>.v-“'; 
ijT'  /ym'^bu'-Afl  ' t i abt  ,aAfj9?a’i 

-■/■‘  . '■■-■  -A-;  ■-■'  . V- 


144 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


subject  of  bis  differences  with  the  Assembly  formally 
before  his  privy  council.  In  regard  to  the  new  popular 
movement  of  this  Assembly^,  insisting  upon  a particular 
application  of  the  revenues  to  be  granted  in  the  body  of 
the  act  for  the  support  of  the  Government,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  said  they  had  been  moved  to  that  determination 
by  the  example  of  New  Jersey^  where  an  act  of  that  nature 
had  lately  been  passed.  He  was  imwdlling  to  allow  any 
encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  the  Crown.  Yet,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  defenseless  situation  of  the  colony,  he  felt 
• uneasy  at  such  a turn  of  affairs,  and  not  being  disposed  to 
revive  old  animosities,  or  to  create  new  ones  by  another 
summary  dissolution,  he  asked  the  advice  of  the  council. 
The  subject  was  referred  to  a committee,  of  w'hich  the 
Hon.  Daniel  Horsmanden,  an  old  member  of  the  council, 
was  chairman.  This  gentleman  was  one  of  the  most 
sturdy  supporters  of  the  ro\*al  prerogative ; but,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  existing  posture  of  affairs,  and  the  necessity 
of  a speedy  provision  for  the  public  safety^,  the  committee 
reported  unanimously  against  a dissolution.  They^  be- 
lieved, also,  that  the  Assembly,  and  the  people  whom  they 
represented,  had  the  disputed  point  so  much  at  heart  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  do  business  with  them  unless  it 
was  conceded ; and,  besides,  it  was  argued,  should  a disso- 
lution take  place,  there  was  no  reason  for  supposing  that 
the  next  Assembly'  would  be  less  tenacious  in  asserting 
the  offensive  principle.  Since,  moreover,  the  Governor  of 
New  Jersey  had  yielded  the  point,  the  committee  advised 
the  same  course  in  New  York.*  The  point  tvas  conceded: 

* See  the  old  minutes  of  the  executive  or  privy  council,  in  manuscript,  is 
the  Secretary-of-State’s  office  in  Albany.  To  avoid  confusion  hereafter,  it  may 
be  well  to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  the  council  acted  in  a twofold  capacity  : 
first,  as  advisory;  second,  as  legislative.  “In  the  first,”  says  Smith,  in  liis 
chapter  entitled  Political  State,  “ they  are  a privy  council  to  the  Governor  " 
When  thus  acting  they  are  often  called  the  executive  or  tnajesty’s  council. 
Hence,  privy  council  and  exc'cutive  council  are  synonymous.  During  the  =es 


W::\ 

^ f'  :■ 


,v,:r- 


ksf-., 


f.r 


mo  . Y wriTd  jo  _ /hotbi.h, 


: I0  vL?)^-  ,.:.:if  iu 

ri^jiixr  ;•  <i  r ifn  M’j^  /{Sid'i^X*  yraVi  i<>  ^Ii^nnix^  sni  vd 
vfH- ' i ^nill‘k?ro;  ^...  brsd ; .:,- 

.’J=;f;f  JyX  Sit 


M -i , VM (.5  j ; i ••' i*r  1 ft'/ ;fi tfojBo:iOff3  ' ^' : ^,; 

■loL’  Wa  lO' fjQbTYO  y.r#^ 
■Cf.!  ‘ t ^ f;  ib^  ",  'U'-' ^rr^SSOfil^  0 ' 

yd  ^‘jiio.weu  hf  lo  hlo 


I 


l-  ■ ■• 


.liodJ^/'X  .Miy  jO>O0;rj"K<:  chU.  f -,  '•  ^ s»^4  ij^.-'-C'' ff/moil?. 

Srl-I  ij'ji:d7/-'^io 

,'io'  Rm  i-:.in;iiCI-^:noR 

■tmm . oih  "lb'  wo  <ii  iIT " , .^cu^x I 'li  5ui:. ..  Hjirtr 


ni!  r-^oy]  ••m»up 


-iJi  iKH>j'^''0‘i.'r  vJ}yjtK|H',*r^  lo 


% ^ 


:;r{h  HlOiJW  V4vfvvi7-^/^'_.V.  .O^ 

■:  M n'  -'  'iw-g|^I-n..-  yu^I^aripu^^-teoYr  ii  .. 

. -o^hiijrs;  ii  Mjjaogoo  '- 

7cdj  ''^jthoqip^  -^p^'  'X-o.^irrj  ^ >“*? ^P'iOih ' 

■ ■ 1»i . ti : ‘34^^'’'-ifU /S4>oii^4^P4.  . 

- R iuq‘i^;.voD  bxiJ  •^^oyo'm'>nx 
b^ytr/bs-ssiiixiuiioj  ■>d;l 

y- . bsb"xr)m)3  qi  .&jj?ita  ^tli 


:k'i^ 


%t 


■* . ’.rh-y-^p^mrr  0 .^T’n{it/t^._-^?iq'  i&  ^.Tj.|if  >0  spf'jrtiwlm  bf^  mU  . . .j".* 

-;i;;  jl  oT  .twfsiXTA  m 

h-,J->fc.ii''.:iM-^  a-;lJ  ..rX  Of  ff*'w  «4 

=.4-3’  4ffim^'.Hyu>i  " mfi"%i'U  a?  *’'■  ,|>ao.rf3W  d pm-hf-M  fs  .lajid 

•ss\'n-=?iS>  njXt  o»  p’T  .*'>  -{^n-f'/i  r'^Jh  ^ (w}1k»<?  Mails'? 

«‘?v  ’•  ^TT  7 ' i‘>'^  ^itihh  iv*d'¥ 

■:■■■  ^ t-'  -,  ■--  ■-■ '■!;'■£ ,y  ;.'  n ■ . . ? '"  *"' y''.';i"  ■}[>' 


^ ‘.iX 


'r4‘5^'’ 

_,nrV}  . / 'V'>] 

'it  '' 


-•x-i 


>.'■ 


• j" 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


145 


and  the  effect,  for  the  moment,  was  to  produce  a better 
state  of  feeling  in  the  Assembly.  Supplies  were  granted, 
but  only  for  the  year;  and  various  appropriations  were 
made  for  placing  the  city  and  colony  in  a posture  of 
defense. 

But  it  is  seldom  that  the  wheels  of  revolution  roll 
backward,  and  the  concession  which  allowed  the  General 
Assembly  to  prescribe  the  application  or  disposition  of 
the  supplies  they  voted,  ever  before  claimed  as  the  legal 
and  known  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  appeased  the  popu- 
lar party  only  for  a very  short  time.  Indeed,  nothing  is 
more  certain,  whether  in  monarchies  or  republics,  than 
that  the  governed  are  never  satisfied  with  concessions, 
while  each  successful  demand  only  increases  the  popular 
clamor  for  more.  Thus  it  was  in  the  experience  of  Mr. 
Clarke.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  year  1740  passed 
without  any  direct  collision  upon  the  question  of 
prerogative ; although  at  the  second  short  session  of  that 
year,  the  speech  alleged  the  entire  exhaustion  of  the  rev- 
enue* and  again  demanded  an  ample  appropriation  for  a 
term  of  years.  But  the  controversy  was  re-opened  at  the 
spring  session  of  the  following  vear — 174!^ — on 

^ ^ . . a ^ 174t, 

which  occasion  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered 
a speech,  lojig  beyond  precedent,  and  enumerating  the 
grievances  of  the  Crown  by  reason  of  the  continued  en- 
croachments of  the  General  Assembly.  The  speech  began 
by  an  elaborate  iwiew  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
difficulties  that  had  existed  between  the  representatives 
of  the  Crown  and  tlie  Assembly,  in  respect  to  the  grant- 

ting  of  supplies,  evincing — such,  indeed,  is  the  inference 

: 1 

slon  of  the  lenfislature,  however,  the  same  council  sat  (without  the  presence  of 
the  Governor)  as  a legislative  council ; and  in  such  capacity  exercised  the  same 
functions  as  the  Senate  of  tlie  present  day — S(3  far  as  regards  the  passing  of 
laws.  The  journals  of  this  last  or  legislative  council  have  recently  been  pub- 
lished by  the  State  of  New  York  under  admirable  editorship  and  the  supervis- 
ion of  Dr.  E.  B.  O'C'allaghan. 
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—a  want  of  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  in  view 
of  the  blessings  which  the  colony  had  enjoyed  under  the 
* paternal  care  of  the  Government  since  the  revolution  of 
1688j  But  it  was  not  in  connection  ^vith  the  supplies 
only  that  the  Assembly  had  invaded  the  rights  of  the 
Crown.  It  was  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
to  appoint  the  Treasurer.  Yet  the  Assembly  had  de- 
manded the  election  of  that  officer.  Not  satisfied  with 
that  concession,  they  had  next  claimed  the  right  of  choos- 
ing the  Auditor-General.  Failing  in  that  demand,  they 
had  sought  to  accomplish  their  object  by  withholding  the 
salary  from  that  officer.  These  encroachments,  he  said, 
had  been  gradually  increasing  from  year  to  year,  until 
apprehensions  had  been  seriously  awakened  in  England 
“ that  the  plantations  are  not  witliout  thoughts  of  throw- 
ing off  their  dependence  on  the  Crown.”  He,  therefore, 
admonished  the  Assembly  to  do  away  with  such  an  im- 
pression by  giving  to  his  Majesty  such  a revenue,  and 
in  such  a manner,  as  will  enable  him  to  pay  his  own 
officers  and  servants,”  as  had  bet-n  done  from  the  Revolu- 
tion down  to  the  year  1709 — during  which  period  the 
colony  was  flir  less  able  to  bear  the  burden  than  now.* 
Thus  early  and  deeply  were  those  principles  striking 
root  in  America  which  John  Hampden  had  asserted  and 
poured  out  his  blood  to  defend  in  the  great  ship-money 
contest  with  Charles  I — which  brought  that  unhappy 
monarch  to  the  block,  and  which,  fulfdling  the  appre- 
hensions of  Mr.  Clarke,  thirty-five  years  afterward,  sepa- 
rated the  colonies  from  the  British  Crown — although  in 
the  answer  of  the  House  to  the  insinuation  of  a suspi- 
cion ” of  a desire  for  independence,  with  real  or  affected 


* Vkle  Jouriials  of  the  Colonial  Assembly,  \'ol.  1,  Gain’s  edition.  Tlii.s 

(1741)  was  the  year  in  wliick  the  chapel,  barracks.  Secretary’s  office,  &c,  at 
Fort  George  (the  Battery)  were  burned,  and  the  sy>eech  referred  to  in  the  test 
asked  an  appropriation  for  their  rebuildinir — but  without  success. 
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gravity,  they  ‘‘  vouched  that  not  a single  person  in  the 
colony- had  any  such  thoughts;”  adding,  “ for  under  what 
government  can  we  be  better  protected,  or  our  liberties  or 
properties  so  well  secured 

But  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Clarke  was  rapidly  on  the 
wane.  Chief- Justice  De  Lancey,  the  master-spirit  of  the 
council,  having  rather  abandoned  him,  and  attached  him- 
self to  the  popular  party,  managed  to  preserve  a consid- 
erate coolness  on  the  part  of  that  body  toward  their  execu- 
tive head,  while  the  house  heeded  but  little  his  recom- 
mendp.tions. 

The  only  object  of  local  excitement,  however,  during 
the  year  1741,  was  the  celebrated  plot  (supposed  to  have 
been  discovered),  on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  to  murder 
the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  and  ravage  and  burn  the 
city — an  affair  which  reflects  little  credit  either  upon  the 
discernment  or  the  humanity  of  that  generation. 

African  slavery  had  existed  from  an  early  period  in 
New  Netherland.  It  was  encouraged  as  the  most  certain 
and  economical  way  of  introducing  slavery  in  a new 
country,  whei;e  there  was  no  surplus  population.  The 
slave-trade  was  brought  into  the  Dutch  colony  by  the 
Dutch  West  India  Company,  and,  shortly  after  its  intro- 
duction, became  a considerable  and  profitable  branch  of 
its  shipping  interest.  A “ prime  slave  ” was  valued  from 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  and  belpw  this  price  he  could  not  profitably  be 
purchased  from  Africa  or  the  West  Indies.  In  1702,  there 
were  imported  one  hundred  and  sixtj'-five  African  slaves; 
in  1718'  five  hundred  and  seventeen.  After  that  year, 
however,  the  traffic  began  to  fall  off',  the  natural  increase 
beins  lar^re.* 

o o 


Almost  every  family  in  the  colony  owned  one  or  more  negro  servants; 
and  among  the  richer  classes  their  number  was  considered  a certain  evidence 
of  their  master’s  easy  circumstances.  About  the  year  1703 — a period  of  pros- 
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A.S  far  back  as  16* *28,  slaves  constituted  a portion  of 
the  population  of  New  x\msterdam ; and  to  such  an 
extent  had  the  traffic  in  them  reached  that,  in  1700, 
a slave-market  was  erected^  at  the  foot  of  Wall  Street, 
where  all  negroes  who  were  to  be  hired  or  sold,  stood 
in  readiness  for  bidders.  Their  introduction  into  the 
colony  was  hastened  by  the  colonial  establishment  of 
the  Dutch  in  Brazil  and  upon  the  coast  of  Guinea, 
and  also  by  the  capture  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
prizes  with  Africans  on  board.  The  boere-knechts.  or 
servants,  whom  the  settlers  brought  over  with  them 
from  Holland,  soon  deserted  their  field-work  for  the  fur 
traffic,  thus  causing  European  laborers  to  become  scarce 
and  high ; and,  as  a natural  result,  slaves,  by  their  cheap- 
ness, became  one  of  the  staples  of  the  new  country.  In 
1652,  the  Directors  at  Amsterdam  removed  the  export 
duty  of  eight  per  cent.,  which  had  been  hitherto  paid 
by  the  colonists  on  tobacco.  The  passage-money  to  New 
Netherland  was  also  lessened  from  fifty  to  thirty  guilders ; 
and,  besides  trading  to  the  Brazils,  the  settlers  were  al- 
lowed ^‘to  sail  to  the  coast  of  Angola  and  Africa  to 
procure  as  many  negroes  as  they  might  be  willing  to 
employ.”* 

Several  outbreaks  had  already  happened  among  the 
negroes  of  New  Amsterdam ; and  the  whites  lived  in 
constant  anticipation  of  trouble  and  danger  from  them. 
Rumors  of  an  intended  insurrection,  real  or  iimminarv, 
would  circulate  (as  in  the  negro  plot  of  1712)  and  the 

pcriiy  in  vvoalth  and  social  refinement  with  the  Dutch  of  New  Amsterdam — 
tli6  widow  Van  Cortlandt  held  five  male  slaves,  two  female,  and  two  chil- 
dren ; Colonel  De  Peyster  had'  the  same  number ; William  Beekman,  two ; 
Rip  Van  Dam,  sis;  Mrs.  Stuyvesant,  five;  Mrs.  Kip,  seven;  David  Pro- 
voost,  three,  tkc.  , 

* In  the  year  1755  a census  of  slaves  was  taken  in  all  the  colonies  except 
Albany.  New  1 ork,  and  Suffolk — Borouifh  numbered  91 ; Manor  of  Polham. 
24;  Wi'stcliester,  7;} ; Bushwick,  43;  Flatbush,  35 ; New'Utrecht,  07;  New- 
town, S7  ; Oy.-ter-Bay,  !)7,  A'c.,  Ac. 
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whole  city  be  thrown  into  a state  of  alarm.  Whether 
there  was  any  real  danger  on  these  occasions  cannot  be 
known,  but  the  result  was  always  the  same,  viz.:  the 
slaves  always  suffered,  many  dying  by  the  fagot  or  the 
gallons. 

The  “Negro  Plot”  of  1741,  however,  forms  a serious 
and  bloody  chapter  in  the  history  of  New  York.  At  this 
distance  of  time  it  is  hard  to  discover  the  truth  amid  the 
fears  and  prejudices  which  attended  that  public  calamity. 
The  city  then  contained  some  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
about  pne-tifth  of  whom  were  African  slaves,  called  the 
“ black  seed  of  Cain.”  Many  of  the  laws  for  their  govern- 
ment  were  most  unjust  and  oppressive.  Whenever  three 
of  them  were  found  together  they  were  liable  to  be  pun- 
ished by  forty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  and  the  same 
penalty  followed  their  walking  with  a club  outside  of  their 
master’s  grounds  without  a permit.  Two  justices  could 
inflict  any  punishment,  except  amputation  or  death,  for 
any  blow  or  assault  by  a slave  upon  a Christian  or  a Jew. 
Such  was  the  outrageous  law.  New  York  swarmed  with 
negroes,  and  her  leading  merchants  were  engaged  in  the 
slave-trade,  at  that  time  regarded  fair  and  honorable. 
New  York  then  resembled  a Southern  city,  with  its  cala- 
boose on  the  Park  Commons  and  its  slave-market  at  the 
foot  of  Wall  Street. 

The  burning  of  the  public  buildings,  comprising  the 
Governor’s  residence,  the  Secretary’s  office,  the  chapel,  and 
barracks,  in  March,  1741,  was  first  announced  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  as  the  result  of 
an  accident — a plumber  who  had  been  engaged  upon  some 
repairs  having  left  tire  in  a gutter  between  the  house  and 
chapel.  But  several  other  fires  occurring  shortly  after- 
ward in  different  parts  of  the  city,  some  of  them,  perhaps, 
under  circumstances  that  could  not  readily  be  explained, 
suspicions  were  awakened  that  the  whole  were  acts  of 
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incendiaries.  Not  a chimney  caught  fire — and  chimneys 
were  not  at  that  day  very  well  swept — but  the  incident  was 
attributed  to  design.  Such  was  the  case  in  respect  to  the 
chimney  of  Captain  Warren’s  house,  situated  near  the  ruins 
of  the  public  buildings,  by  the  taking  fire  of  which  the 
roof  was  partially  destroyed ; and  other  instances  might 
be  enumerated.  Suspicion,  to  borrow  the  language  of 
Shakespeare,  ‘‘hath  a ready  tongue,”  and  is  “all  stuck  full 
of  eyes,”  which  are  not  easily  put  to  sleep.  Incidents 
and  circumstances,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  were 
seized  upon  and  brought  together  by  comparison,  until  it 
became  obvious  to  all  that  there  was  actually  a conspir- 
acy for  compassing  such  a stupendous  act  of  arson  as  the 
burning  of  the  entire  town  and  murder  of  the  people. 
Nor  was  it  long  before  the  plot  Avas  fastened  upon  the 
negro  slaves,  then  forming  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 
the  population.  A negro,  Avith  violent  gesticulation,  had 
been  heard  to  utter  some  terms  of  unintelligible  jargon,  in 
which  the  Avords  “ fire,  fire,  scorch,  scorch,”  Avere  heard 
articulated,  or  supposed  to  have  been  heard.  The  crew  of 
a Spanish  ship  brought  into  the  port  as  a prize  Avere  sold 
into  slavery.  They  AAnre  suspected  of  disaffection — as 
well  they  might  be,  and  yet  be  innocent — seized,  and 
throAvn  into  prison.  Coals  Avere  found  arranged,  as  had 
been  supposed,  for  burning  a hay-stack;  a negro  Avas  seen 
jumping  over  a fence  and  flying  from  a house  that  had 
tiiken  fire  in  another  place;  and,  in  a word,  a vast  variety 
of  incidents,  trifling  and  unimportant,  AA^ere  collated  and 
tiilked  over  until  universal  consternation  seized  upon  the 
inhabitants,  from  the  highest  to  the  loAvest.  As  Hume 
remarks  of  the  Popish  plot  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II, 
“ each  breath  of  rumor  made  the  people  start  Avith 
anxiety;  their  enemies,  they  thought,  were  in  their 
bosoms.  They  Avere  aAvaketied  from  their  slumbers  by 
the  cry  of  Plot,  and,  like  men  affrighted  and  in  the  dark. 


m 


•'io  fftoTem 


:.Ar 

€51  ' 


icfiiiln  a io%  -;eA)nijibri^*i>ni 


vr  ti; 


Jon  O'lW 


' ^ •--  o 


b oj  boJijdhJill:^ 


■ Tt:^ffVi*,jf;j  gr,:;fc»oti  .K'i.mj!Y/  KUiiqiiO  'lo, ysambfa 

shI  ffsiiiw'-li'  &irl  gir^^;,i  vi‘i  ’^.:!  .fc  .niWji/d  oiWuq  arii  'lo 
*iih)iu  «goyii’.i«tt  i-jd:r  i*n«'.f:#.-  /<riJ'^f>iJ  vjf/-'1-i/;cj  «iiW  "kKiT 
du- sj^fiu'j.n  ■;!  9if:i  YfOTiMi  ,f!<<i-‘?‘]t:fiB  , .bali.iaifiutia  >'l 
iiui  >i;)i. :t.i  - >i  !ui$ *'  dJJ5fi*’'*yJ/;au>.0yiflfla  , ,,;'ib-  ' ’ 

; ,qas!a,cti  .teg  vlr«?|..^ji  S'ln  doi/tw  ; 

. '•  viwtf ' ,''§r6atfei?>..ct^X0  l)iie  'ru:inL'''0 

(i  - djajjoa  ■■•todb  Juiif  ifil  td•vSa^My^O”&£^^»^dV>.*^^f  ^ 

.t:  ■ / ■.  . ' ^ ..J  .. 


*4  ,•»»  ^ 


'jlqo^^q  i)dt  lo  i€diifiiU  £i^  oril:fe  .‘^fmnd 

'-  ;,a*n:u7  ';js0^^  Ji  sijw/'ioK 

io.  00:  nc..-|  y'-i!.; 'ft!  h^dJ 

toil  Aim.  ,or:^a  A-  :^ii0lhJL,qoq  ^jAy 

^ at  ;i.‘::  ■•!■;;';  ot(b^fHe>U^iX£y-%  «fu"ioJ-,»n--oa  asad 

biviOu  .riov/  '^,doior^5>^ ^ fe|/iO  '/  oiiJ.  d^iiiw 


-:•  t^iT  .b-u,  >d  no^A  >J  bo^oqtjas  to  .bokJjjTiixs 


1>*;0 


r;<j--r '^truf  J!  ka  j'toq  ‘.idi  oial  J<igogadt' qhU  dsiuiKjJl 
,i,__;,oil£;':ifii!»'ib  1-j  »'.  jw.  '^^adT  .vio/iiis  oini, 

;iAUi  bjy  uy^ 

[;:,:!  «5i  Modtq  clUiJ  awoidj  ';. 

1!'.:)‘*  £'S-W  organ  SJdn-mtf  aol  ,basoqgwa  noad:;^:.-. 

{.i;J  ^fHyjft.,iw''  aarteb  « gai^qrawt" " 


V ;oni:V 


^ T'>iiiv;!0'r?i  »ia"xi?did 


t, 


io 


^ ^ ■ , A , > -V  .;,.=^  . .:  '.  » 

.,  ,!i;  iwi/iUm  stow  d’«;#''«'jttiiif«  4>iia  \^uiii^^*dflabioai 
oti^  flpqu  b'jsim  ftwtfe^aMf^p|^^KW  Rjjia^iavo 

,;:jSo lo  ^dTRnr^’ -f r » - 


!(.«  •«  .....  -.  • • C.>  '■.  •'^  ^ — 

tiJtw-  'blqoaq-  %di-  ob/ot!' 

•n-:>:fh' ' 0.1  ibdl, 

v;uor!''^‘terfa^TW}5  ^^to.w  v,odT  4ctsa^1 

odx  ui  iuir. 


Luc.  '.;.fj|A^!m«  ./' 


■'A 


-;*4 


sass 


HISTORY  OF  XEW  YORK  CITY. 


151 


took  every  figure  for  a specter.  The  terror  of  each  man 
became,  a source  of  terror  to  another,  and  a universal 
panic  being  diffused,  reason,  and  argument,  and  common 
sense,  and  common  humanity,  lost  all  influence  over 
them.”  * A Titus  Oates  was  found  in  the  person  of  a 
poor,'  weak,  servant-girl  in  a sailors’  boarding-house, 
named  Mary  Burton,  who,  after  much  importunity,  con- 
fessed that  she  heard  certain  negroes,  in  the  preceding 
February,  conferring  in  private,  for  the  purpose  of  setting 
the  town  on  fire.  She  at  first  confined  the  conspirators 
to  blacks,  but  afterward  several  white  persons  were 
included,  among  whom  were  her  landlord,  whose  name 
was  Hughson,  his  wife,  and  another  maid-servant,  and  a 
Roman  Catholic,  named  Ury.  Some  other  information 
was  obtained  from  other  informers,  and  numerous  arrests 
were  made,  and  the  several  strong  apartments  in  the  City 
Hall,  called  “ the  jails,”  were  crowded  with  prisoners, 
amounting  in  number  to  twenty-six  whites  and  above 
one  hundred  and  sixty  slaves.  Numerous  executions 
took  place  upon  the  most  frivolous  and  unsatisfactory 
testimony,  but  jurors  and  magistrates  were  alike  panic 
stricken  and  wild  with  terror.  Among  the  sufferers  were 
Hughson,  his  wife,  and  the  maid-servant,  as  also  the 
Rom  inist  Ury,  who  was  capitally  accused,  not  only  as  a 
conspirator,  but  for  officiating  as  a priest,  upon  an  old 
law  of  the  colony,  heretofore  mentioned  as  having  been 
passed  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Bellamont,  to  drive 
the  French  missionaries  from  among  the  Indians.  The 
whole  summer  was  spent  in  the  prosecutions ; every  new 
trial  led  to  further  accusations ; a coincidence  of  sli^rlit 
circumstances  was  magnified  by  the  general  terror  into 
^’iolent  presumptions;  tales  collected  without 'doors,  min- 

Quoted  by  Dunlap,  who  has  given  a good  collection  of  facts  respecting 
this  remarkable  plot,  though  not  rendered  into  a well-digested  narrative. 
See  chap,  xxi  of  his  ir.«tory. 
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gling  with  the  proofs  given  at  the  bar,  poisoned  the  mind' 
of  the  jurors,  and  this  sanguinary  spirit  of  the  daj*  suf- 
fered no  check  until  Mary,  the  capital  informer,  bewil- 
dered by  frequent  examinations  and  suggestions,  began  to 
touch  characters  which  malice  itself  dare  not  suspect.'* 
Then,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Popish  plot  and  the  prose- 
cutions for  witchcraft  in  Salem,  the  magistrates  and 
jurors  began  to  pause.  But  not  until  many  had  been 
sent  to  their  final  account  by  the  spirit  of  fanaticism 
which  had  bereft  men  of  their  reason  as  innocent  of 
the  charges  laid  against  them  as  the  convicting  courts 
and  jurors  themselves.  Thirteen  negroes  w^ere  burned  at 
the  stake,  eighteen  w^ere  hanged,  and  seventy  trans- 
ported.* 

The  year  1742,  if  for  no  other  reason,  is  memorable  in 
the  annals  of  the  city  fL’om  the  fact  that  in  that  year  was 

built  the  house  now'  standing  on  the  site  of  No.  1 

1742. 

Broadw'ay,  and  knowm  as  the  “Washington  Hotel.  ' 
and  the  oldest  house  in  the  city.  Previous  to  this  year 
(1742)  the  site  wuis  occupied  by  an  old  tavern  kept  by  a 
Mrs.  Kocks^  built  the  century  previous  by  her  husband. 
Pieter  Kocks,  an  officer  in  the  Dutch  service  and  an  active 
leader  in  the  Indian  war  of  1693.  The  late  Mr.  David 
T.  Valentine — to  whom  New'  York  is  indebted  more  than 


♦ Daniel  Horsraanden,  the  third  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  puiblislied  :Le 
history  of  this  strange  atfair  rn  a ponderous  quarto.  He  was  concerned  in 
administration  of  the  judicial  proceedings,  however,  and  wrote  his  history  ce- 
fore  the  delusion  had  passed  away.  Chief-Justice  Do  Lancey  presided  at  Iea=: 
at  some  of  the  trials,  and  he,  too,  though  an  able  and  clear-minded  m'^n,  was 
carried  away  by  the  delusion.  James  De  Lancey  was  the  son  of  Steplien  I'e 
Lancey.a  Frencli  Huguenot  gentleman  from  Caen,  in  Normandy,  who  tied  from 
persecution  in  France.  Settling  in  New  York  in  1080,  he  married  a dauml-v  r 
of  M.  Van  Cortlandt,  and  was  thus  connected  with  one  of  the  most 
families  in  the  province.  He  w'as  also  an  active  hiember  of  the  House  : 
Assembly  during  the  administration  of  Governor  Hunter.  His  son  James  was 
sent  to  Cambridge  University  ( England),  for  his  education,  and  bred  to  tlie  j r - 
feesion  of  the  law.  On  being  elevate<l  to  the  bench,  Such  were  his  talents  ar  i 
aiqdication,  he  became  a very  pod'ound  lawyer. — S//iith. 
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to  any  other  man  for  the  preservation  of  its  local  history, 
and  for  which  she  can  never  be  sufficiently  grateful — 
usually  remarkably  accurate,  states  that  the  building  No.  1 
Broadway  was  built  by  Archibald  Kennedy  (afterward 
Earl,  of  Cassilis),  then  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York. 
This,  however,  is  an  error.  It  was  built  by  Sir  Peter, 
afterward  Admiral,  Warren,*  K.  C.  B. — whose  name  is  so 
identified  with  the  naval  glory  of  England — during  his 


residence  in  New  York  city.  Neither  pains  nor  expense 
were  spared  to  make  it  one  of  the  finest  mansions  in  this 
country.  The  plans  were  all  sent  out  from  Lisbon — the 
exterior  and  interior  being  similar  in  every  respect  to  that 
of  the  British  embassador’s  residing  at  the  Portuguese  cap- 

* whom  Warren  Street  is  uameti. 
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itiii.  The  house  was  fifty-six  feet  on  Broadway,  and  when 
erected  the  rear  of  the  lot  was  bounded  by  the  North 
River.  Greenwich  Street  was  not  then  opened  or  built — 
the  North  River  washing  the  shore.  One  room  of  this 
edifice  deserves  particular  notice,  being  the  banque ting- 
room,  twenty-six  by  forty,  and  used  on  all  great  occa- 
sions. After  the  British  forces  captured  New  York,  in  the 
war  of  the  American  Revolution,  as  the  most  prominent 
house,  it  was  tlie  headquarters  of  the  distinguished  British 
commanders.  Sir  William  Jlowe,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
Sir  Guy  Carlton,  afterward  Lord  Dorchester,  all  in  succes- 
sion occupied  this  house ; and  it  is  a memorable  fact  that 
the  celebrated  Major  Andre,  then  Adjutant-General  of  tlie 
British  forces,  and  aid  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  resided  in 
this  house,  being  in  the  taniily  of  Sir  Henry,  and  departed 
from  its  portals  never  to  return,  when  he  went  up  the 
North  River  and  arranged  his  treasonable  project  with 
the  traitor  Arnold  at  West  Point.* 


This  bailding  is  also  known  to  liistorians  as  the  “ Kennedy  House.” 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


The  administration  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Clarke  was 
ended  in  the  autumn  of  1743,  bv  the  arrival  of  Admiral 
Georo-e  Clinton,  uncle  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and 

“ ^ 1743, 

a younger  son  of  the  late  Earl,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  the  government  of  New  York  through  the 
interest  of  his  friends,  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
mending  his  fortunes.  Mr.  Clarke,  who,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  his  administration,  had  succeeded  in  conciliating 
the  leaders  of  both  political  parties,  had  contrived  before 
the  close  of  his  career  to  lose  the  confidence  of  both,  so 
that  his  retirement  from  the  Government  was  regarded 
with  universal  satisfiction.*  Especially  had  he  incurred 

* Ocorj^e  Clarke,-  E^q.,  \vlio,  in  various  official  stations,  was  for  almost  half 
a century  connected  with  the  colonial  <r‘)''erument  of  New  Y<n’k,  was  an  En;j- 
lishman  by  birth  “ His  uncle,  Mr.  Blaithwait,  procured  the  secretaryship  of 
the  colony  for  him  early  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  fie  had  genius,  but  no 
other  than  a common,  writing-school  education  ; nor  did  he  add  to  his  stock  by 
reading,  for  he  was  more  intent  u{>on  improving  his  fortune  than  his  mind.  He 
was  sensible,  artful,  active,  cautions  ; had  a perfect  command  of  his  temper, 
and  was  in  his  address  specious  and  civil.  Nor  was  any  hian  better  acquainted 
with  the  colony  and  its  affiiirs.”  He  successively  held  the  offices  of  Secretary, 
C’lerk  of  the  Council,  Councilor,  and  Lieutenant-Governor;  and  from  his  official 
position  he  had  every  opportunity  of  enriching  himself  by  obtaining  grants  and 
patents  of  land,  which,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  colony,  he  was  <'nabled  to 
choose  in  the  most  advantageous  locations.  He  was  a courtier,  and  was  careful 
never  to  differ  with  the  governors  of  the  colony ; although  during  Cosby’s 
stormy  career  he  usually  kept  himself  quiet  at  his  country  villa  upon  the  edge 
of  Hempstead  plains.  " Lis  lady  was  a Hyde,  a woman  of  fine  accomplishments. 
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the  resentment  of  the  Chief-Justice,  De  Lancey;  who, 
strangely  enough,  though  usually  a stanch  supporter  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  had  now  become,  to  some 
extent,  a favorite  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  new 
Governor  had  spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  navy;  and, 
according  to  the  earliest  English  historian  of  New  York, 
“preferring  ease  and  good  cheer  to  the  restless  activity  of 
ambition,  there  wanted  nothing  to  engage  the  interest  of 
his  powerful  patrons  in  his  favor  more  tlian  to  humor  a 
simple-hearted  man,  who  had  no  ill-nature,  nor  sought 
anything  more  than  a genteel  frugality  and  common  civil- 
•ity  while  he  was  mending  those  fortunes,  until  his  friends 
at  court  could  recall  him  to  some  indolent  and  more 
lucrative  station.” 

Mr.  Clinton  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  22d  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  received  with  demonstrations  of  univer- 
sal satisfaction  by  the  people  Finding  that  the  General 
Assembly  stood  adjourned  to  meet  in  a few  days,  and 
ascertaining  that  the  people  would  be  pleased  with  an 
opportunity  of  holding  a new  election,  the  x\ssembly  was 
dissolved  on  the  27th,  and  writs  for  the  return  of 
another  Assembly  issued  the  same  day.  The  elections 
were  conducted  without  political  acrimony^  and  all  the 
old  members,  with  but  seven  exceptions,  were  returned. 


and  a distant  relation  of  that  branch  of  the  Clarendon  family.  She  died  in 
New  Y’ork.  Mr.  Clarke  retnmed  to  England  in  1745,  with  acquisitions  esti- 
mated at  one  hundred  thousand  pounds.  He  purchased  an  estate  in  Cheshire, 
wliere  he  died'about  the  year  17G1.  George  Clarke,  his  grandson  and  the  heir 
to  his  estates,  after  a residence  in  America  of  about  tliirty-five  years,  died  at 
Otsego  about  the  year  1805.  Ilis  eldest  son,  George  Hyde  Clarke,  with  his 
young  wife,  was  lost  in  the  ship  Albion,  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  in  the 
summer  of  18*20,  on  his  passage  from  New  York  to  England;  His  second  son 
-then  returned  to  England  and  entered  into  possession  of  the  fortune  of  Lis 
father’s  estates  situated  in  that  country.  By  the  vast  increase  in  price  of  Lis 
American  lands,  Mr.  Clarke’s  estates  in  this  country  became  of  princely  value 
before  his  death.  They  are  inherited  by  his  youngest  son,  George  Clarke,  Esq., 
who  at  pres<‘nt  resides  in  the  noble  mansion  erected  by  his  father  a few  years 
before  Ids  decease,  upon  the  margin  of  Otsego  Lake.” 
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The  session  opened  on  the  8th  of  November.  Meantime, 
the  Governor  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  De  Lancey, 
who  doubtless  had  the  molding  of  his  excellency’s  speech. 
Its  tone  was  conciliatory,  although  the  sore  subject  of  a 
permanent  revenue  was  opened  afresh.  But  this  was 
done  in  gentle  terms,  the  Governor  asking  for  a grant 
“ in  as  ample  a manner,  and  for  a time  as  long,  as  had 
been  given  under  any  of  his  predecessors.”  The  Assem- 
bly was  informed  that,  owing  to  the  critical  state  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  and  the  doubtful  attitude  in  which  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  stood  toward  each  other,  a large  supply 
of  military  stores  for  the  defense  of  the  colony  had  been 
received  from  the  parent  government ; and  the  Governor 
hoped  the  Assembly  would  show  their  thankfulness  by 
making  an  adecpiate  provision  for  the  purchase  of  others. 
The  usual  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  Indian  inter- 
course of  the  colony  were  renewed,  and  an  appropriation 
was  asked  for  rebuilding  the  barracks  and  public  offices, 
together  with  the  house  of  the  Governor,  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  latter  recommendation  was  in- 
sisted on  as  being  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the 
Governor’s  flimily. 

“An  humble  address”  was  voted  by  the  council  in 
reply,  drawn  up  by  De  Lancey.  Tlic  appointment  of  the 
new  Governor  was  received  “as  an  additional  evidence  of 
his  majesty’s  affection  for  his  people,  and  his  zeal  for  the 
liberty  of  mankind,  lately  most  evidently  demonstrated  in 
his  exposing  his  sacred  person  to  the  greatest  dangers  in 
defense  of  the  liberty  of  Europe.”  In  all  other  respects 
the  answer  was  an  echo  of  the  speech.  The  address  of 
the  House  was  more  than  an  echo ; it  was  couched  in 
language  of  excessive  flattery  to  the  new  Governor,  and 
ot  fawning  adulation  toward  the  sovereign,  who  was  desig- 
nated “ the  darling  of  his  own  peo])le,  and  the  glorious 
preserver  of  the  liberties  of  Europe.”  There  was,  how- 
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ever,  a disposition  on  all  sides  to  be  pleased.  The  x\ssem- 
' bly  responded  to  the  demanded  appropriations,  voting  the 
Governor  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  his  salary,  one  hun- 
dred pounds  for  house-rent,  four  hundred  pounds  for  fuel 
and  candles,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  enable  him 
towisit  the  Indians,  and  eight  hundred  pounds  for  the  pur- 
chase of  presents  to  be  distributed  amongst  them.  Other 
appropriations  were  made  upon  a scale  of  corresponding 
liberality;  and  the  Governor  was  so  well  pleased  with  the 
good  temper  of  the  Assembly,  that  he  signed  every  bill 
presented  for  his  approbation  without  a murmur  of  disap- 
probation, not  even  excepting  the  supply-bill,  which,  not- 
withstanding his  demand  to  the  contrary,  in  the  opening 
speech,  was  limited  to  the  year. 

But,  notwithstanding  these  reciprocal  manifestations 
of  good  feeling,  and  notwithstanding,  also,  the  amiable 
traits  of  the  Governor’s  natural  disposition,  it  will  be  seen, 
in  the  progress  of  events,  that  the  bluff  characteristics  of 
the  sailor  were  not  always  to  be  concealed ; and  his 
administration,  in  process  of  time,  became  as  tempestuous 
as  the  element  upon  which  he  was  certainly  more  at  home 
than  upon  the  land. 

Advices  of  the  intended  invasion  of  his  majesty’s 
dominions,  in  behalf  of  a ^‘Popish  Pretender,”  were  com- 
municated to  the  General  x\ssemblv  of  New  York 

1T44:*  . . . 

by  Governor  Clinton,  in  April,  1744.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  anticipated  act  of  hostility,  which  would  of 
course  extend  to  the  contiguous  colonics  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, efficient  measures  were  urged  for  placing  the  country 
in  a posture  of  defense.  The  temper  of  the  colony,  in 
regard  to  this  movement  of  France,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  immediate  action  of  the  Assembly.  In  the  council, 
Chief- Justice  De  Lancey,  in  moving  an  address  of  thanks 
for  the  speech,  offered  also  a resolution  expressive  of  tlie 
abhorrence  of  that  body  of  the  designs  of  France  in  favor 
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of  the  Pretender,  and  declaring  that  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  his  majesty's  subjects  depended  on  the  Protest- 
ant succession.  The  House  was  invited  to  join  in  the 
address,  which  request,  though  a very  unusual  procedure, 
was  readily  acquiesced  in,  and  the  address  was  prepared 
by  a joint -committee  of  the  two  houses.  From  all  this  it 
was  evident  that  a war  was  very  near  at  hand,  and  that 
the  frontiers  of  the  colony  might  again,  very  soon,  be  sub- 
jected to  the  ravages  of  a foe  than  whose  tender  mercies 
nothing  could  be  more  cruel. 

In  1 746,  tlie  srnall-pox  drove  the  Assembly  from  the 
city  to  Greenwich ; but  soon  appearing  there  also,  pro- 
duced a panic  that  for  several  days  entirely 
arrested  the  course  of  'business.  The  Assembly 
prayed  for  a recess  from  the  9th  of  March  to  the  12th  of 
April,  and  also  for  leave  to  adjourn  their  sittings  to  some 
other  place.  Jamaica  and  Brooklyn  were  suggested;  but 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor  the  demands  of  the  public 
service  forbade  so  long  an  interregnum,  and  he  therefore 
directed  their  adjournment  for  a week,  to  meet  in  the 
borough  of  Westchester.  They  convened  there  accord- 
ingly ; but  the  inconvenience  of  the  locality  was  such  that 
the  members  begged  permission  to  adjourn  even  back  to 
the  infected  city  again,  rather  than  remain  where  they 
were.  In  the  end  the  Governor  directed  them  to  trans- 
fer their  sittings  to  Brooklyn,  at  which  place  the  transac- 
tion of  business  was  resumed  on  the  20th  of  March,  when 
a.n  address  to  the  Governor  was  ordered  to  be  prepared 
in  answer  to  that  of  the  council,  respecting  the  rejection 
of  the  before-mentioned  revenue  bill. 

Before  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  the  Assembly  had 
inquired  of  the  Governor  whether  he  had  any  objection 
to  an  emission  of  paper  money  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  country ; to  which  question  the  proper  answer  was 
given  by  Mr.  Clinton,  that  ^Avhen  the  bill  came  to  him 
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he  would  declare  his  opinion.^'  The  bill  was  therefore 
introduced  and  passed  by  the  Assembly ; but  the  coun- 
cil, disapproving  of  certain  of  its  provisions,  recpiested  » 
conference.  The  Assembly,  however,  declared  that,  ina>- 
much  as  it  was  a money  bill,  they  would  consent  to  no 
such  course  upon  the  subject.  The  council  thereupon 
summarily  rejected  the  bill,  and  sent  up  an  address  to  the 
Governor,  written  by  the  Chief- Justice,  De  Lancey,  set- 
ting forth  the  reasons  by  which  its  course  had  been 
governed.  One  of  the  objections  to  the  bill,  according  to 
» this  representation,  was  found  in  the  fact,  “ that  the 
money  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  was  not  granted 
to  his  majesty,  or  to  be  issued  bj’  warrants  in  council,  as 
it  ought  to  have  been,  and  as  lias  usually-  been  done.” 
This  objection  involved  the  whole  question  of  the  royal 
prerogative — nothing  more.  On  the  subject  of  the  right 
claimed  by  the  Assembly  of  exclusive  power  over  the 
details  of  monej^  bills,  the  address  asserted  “the  equal 
rights  of  the  council  to  exercise  their  judgments  upon 
these  bills.”  Various  other  objections  of  detail  were  sug- 
gested ; but  the  two  points  specified  above  were  the  only 
grounds  of  principle  upon  which  the  council  relied  in 
justification  of  its  course.  Yet  the  unreasonableness  of 
the  assumption  of  the  House,  that  the  council  should  not 
be  allowed  even  to  point  out  and  rectify  the  defects  ot‘ 
any  thing  which  they  chose  to  call  a money  bill,  was 
artjued  at  considerable  leno’th. 

There  was  yet  another  cause  of  irritation  on  the  part 
of  the  House.  So  early  as  the  year  1709,  the  General 
Assembly  had  found  it  necessary,  in  providing  ways  and 
means  for  the  public  service — especially  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  several  wars  in  which  the  colony  had  been 
involved  by  the  Parent  Government — to  issue  a paper 
currency,  called  bills  of  credit.  The  operation  had  been 
repeated,  from  time  to  time,  in  emergent  cases — S(une- 
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times  with  the  approbation  of  the  Crown,  and  sometimes 
not — until  these  paper  issues  had  become  a part  of  the 
policy  of  the  colony.  Others  of  the  colonies,  laboring 
under  the  same  necessities,  had  resorted  to  the  same 
„ measures  of  finance ; but  to  which  the  Crown,  jealous  of  its 
prerogative  in  all  matters  of  currency,  had  uniformly 
been  opposed.  For  many  years,  therefore,  antecedent  to 
this  period,  the  royal  governors  had  arrived  in  the  colony 
clothed  with  instructions  against  allowing  further  emis- 
sions of  bills  of  credit — instructions,  however,  which  the 
stern  law  of  necessity  had  seldom  allowed  them  to  enforce. 
Still,  the  Crown,  keenly  alive  to  every  step  of  inde- 
pendent action  on  the  part  of  the  colonies^  was  persisting 
in  its  war  against  a colonial  currency  even  of  paper ; and 
a bill  was  now  before  Parliament,  upon  the  subject,  which 
gave  great  alarm  to  the  people.  Professedly,  its  design 
was  merely  for  preventing  these  bills  of  credit  from  being- 
made  a legal  tender ; but  it  w^as  discovered  that  the  bill 
was  to  have  a far  more  extensive  operation — obliging 
and  enjoining  the  legislatures  of  every  colony  to  pay 
strict  obedience  to  all  such  orders  and  instructions  as 
might  from  time  to  time  be  transmitted  to  them,  or  any 
of  them,  by  his  majesty  or  his  successors,  or  by  or  under 
his  or  their  authority.”  Such  an  act,  it  was  justly  lield, 
“ would  establish  an  absolute  power  in  the  Crown,  in  all 
the  British  plantations,  that  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  liberties  and  privileges  inherent  in  an  English  man, 
while  he  is  in  a British  dominion. 

Incensed  at  this  stubbornness  on  the  part  of  his  little 
Parliament,  the  sailor-Governor  determined,  in  the  Assem- 
blv,  which  met  on  the  12th  of  October,  1748,  to 
re-assert  the  prerogative  in  the  strongest  terms  by 
bringing  the  subject  of  a permanent  supply  to  a direct 
issue;  choosing,  as  Mr.  Bancroft  has  remarked,  New 
York  “ as  the  opening  scene  in  the  final  contest  that  led 
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to  independence.”  Accordingly,  on  the  14th  he  sent  down 
his  message  to  the  House,  in  which  he  demanded  a per- 
manent support  for  five  years.  The  message  stated  that 
on  coming  to  the  administration  of  the  Government,  he 
had  been  disposed  to  do  all  he  could,  consistently  with 
his  duty  to  the  king,  for  the  care  and  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  Hence,  reposing  confidence  in  the  advice  then 
given  him,  he  had  given  his  assent  to  various  acts  of  the 
Assembly,  the  tendency  of  which,  as  experience  had 
taught  him,  was  to  weaken  the  authority  of  his  majesty's 
Government.  Still,  as  the  country  was  very  soon  after- 
ward involved  in  war,  he  had  forborne  to  take  that  atti- 
tude in  the  premises  which  duty  to  his.  sovereign  seemed 
to  require  But  with  the  return  of  peace,  he  deemed  it 
to  be  his  indispensable  duty  to  put  a stop  to  such  innova- 
tions. Prominent  among  these  was  the  practice  which 
had  been  growing  up  of  making  only  an  annual  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  officers  of  the  Government.  He 
also  alluded  to  the  modern  practice  of  naming  the  ofiicers 
for  whose  benefit  the  appropriations  were  made  in  the 
act,  thus  interfering  with  the  prerogative  in  the  appoint- 
ing honor.  He  admonished  the  Assembly  that  he  should 
give  his  assent  to  no  acts  of  that  character  for  the  future  : 
and  demanded  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
Governor’s  secretaries,  judges,  and  other  salaried  ofiicers, 
for  the  term  of  five  years,  according  to  the  practice  tliat 
had  prevailed  during  the  administration  of  his  four  imme- 
diate predecessors — namely.  Governors  Hunter,  Burnet, 
Montgomery,  and  Cosby.  The  inconvenience  of  these 
annual  grants  of  salaries  and  allowances  was  adverted  to, 
and  objections  further  urged  against  the  recent  method 
of  intermixing  matters  of  an  entirely  different  nature 
with  the  provisions  of  the  salary-bills,  and  tacking  new 
grants  for  other  purposes  to  the  Governor’s  own  support. 

The  Assembly,  in  its  reply,  justly  regarding  the  re- 
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quest  for  a permanent  supply  as  a direct  attempt  to 
render  the  Crown  independent  of  the  people,  with  great 
indignation  refused  to  grant  it.  As  to  the  more  recent 
practice  of  naming  the  officers  provided  for  in  the  salary- 
bills,  it  not  only  justified  it,  but  intimated  that  if  this 
course  had  been  adopted  at  an  earlier  day,  his  excellency 
would  not  have  been  able  to  remove  the  third  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  ‘^without  any  color  of  misconduct’’ 
on  his  part — who  was  “ a gentleman  of  learning  and 
experience  in  the  law.”*  The  result  can  readily  be  seen. 
xVfter,  continual  bickerings  for  several  weeks,  Mr.  Clinton, 
in  great  wrath,  prorogued  the  Assembly. 

Thus  the  parties  separated,  and  thus  again  commenced 
that  great  struggle  between  the  Republican  and  the  Mon- 
archical principle  which,  in  the  onward  progress  of  the 
former,  was  destined  at  a day  not  even  then  far  distant 
to  work  such  mighty  results  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

Although,  from  a very  early  date  in  the  historv  of 
this  protracted  controversy,  it  became  inexcusably  per- 
sonal, yet  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  that  it  was  in 
reality  one  of  principle.  On  the  one  hand,  the  infant 
Hercules,  though  still  in  his  cradle,  was  becoming  impa- 
tient of  restraint.  The  yoke  of  colonial  servitude  chafed 
the  necks,  if  n;)t  of  the  people,  at  least  of  tlieir  representa- 
tives. The  royal  Governor  was  not  slow  to  perceive  what 
kind  of  leaven  was  fermenting  the  body  politic ; and 
hence  he  became  perhaps  overjealous  in  asserting  and 
^defending  the  prerogatives  of  his  master.  Doubtless,  in 
the  progress  of  the  quarrel,  there  were  faults  on  both 
sides.  Of  an  irascible  and  overbearing  temperament, 
and  accustomed  in  his  profession  to  command  rather  than 
to  persuade,  he  was  ill-qualified  to  exercise  a limited  or 

* Alludin'^  to  the  removal,  the  rear  bet'oro,  of  Justice  Horsmanden.  This 
act  was  afjain  imputetl  to  the  influence  of  “ a person  of  a mean  and  despicable 
characti>r  ” — meaning,  us  it  was  well  understood.  Dr.  Colden. 
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concurrent  power  Avitb  a popular  Assembly  equally  jealou.> 
of  its  own  privileges  and  of  the  liberties  of  the  people — 
watching  with  sleepless  vigilance  for  every  opportunity 
■to  circumscribe  the  intiuence  of  the  Crown,  and  ready  at 
every  moment  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary 
power.  Still,  however  patriotic  the  motives,  under  the 
promptings  of  De  Lancey,  their  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton 
became  factious ; and  it  is  not  difficult  even  for  a republican 
to  believe  that  he  was  treated,  not  only  with  harshness, 
but  with  great  injustice,  especially  in  regard  to  his 
measures,  and  his  personal  exertions  for  the  public  defense 
• and  the  prosecution  of  the  Indian  war. 

At  length,  worn  out  in  health  and  spirits  by  his 
struggle  against  a powerful  opposition,  Clinton,  in  1753, 
1753.  sent  in  his  resignation  to  the  Home  Government, 
and  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Clinton  has  not,  I think,  been 
fairly  drawn.  Those  upon  whose  opinions  his  character 
rests  were  persons  living  at  the  same  day,  and  who,  intlu- 
enced  by  party  strife,  were  not  in  a position  to*  judge 
impartially.  He  was  an  uncouth  and  unlettered  admiral, 
who  had  been,  through  the  Newcastle  interest,  appointed  to 
the  chair  of  Governor.  He  was  evidently  unsuited  to  his 
position ; and  his  former  profession,  in  which  he  had  always 
been  accustomed  to  command,  ill  fitted  him  to  brave  the 
rebuffs  and  the  opposition  of  party  faction.  His  manner, 
too,  was  not  such  as  to  win  friends.  Having  to  depend 
entirely  upon  the  advice  of  those  around  him,  he  was 
often  the  dupe  of  those  better  versed  in  the  arts  of  diplo- 
macy than  himself.  But  I look  in  vain  for  that  love  of 
ease,  to  the  neglect  of  his  official  duties,  of  which  he  is 
accused  by  his  enemies.  On  the  contrary,  although  he 
relied  t(^o  much  on  the  advice  of  others  for  his  own  o-ood, 
yet  it  was  caused  more  by  a consciousness  of  a lack  of 
education  tlian  by  a desire  to  shii’k  action.  In  the  care 
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of  the  Indians  he  was  indehitigable.  as  appears  by  his 
large  correspondence  with  Colonel  (afterward  Sir  William) 
Johnson  and  the  officers  of  the  different  frontier  posts. 
He  labored  incessantly  with  his  Assembly  to  make  them 
realize  the  condition  of  the  colony;  and  had  they  met  his 
views  half-way,  or  even  manifested  a tithe  of  his  energy, 
the  Province  of  New  York  w'ould  not  have  presented  such 
an  inviting  field  for  the  encroachments  of  the  French.  He 
is  accused  of  amassing  by  unfair  means  a large  fortune 
while  Governor,  }^et  he  freely  advanced  out  of  his  private 
purse  large  sums  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Indian  affairs, 
and  many  times  saved  the  Six  Nations  .from  defection, 
and  the  province  from  the  horrors  of  a predatory  warfiire, 
when  it  was  impossible  to  rouse  the  Assembly  to  a sense 
of  danger.  Indeed,  I think  it  may  safely  be  said  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  untiring  efforts  of  Mr.  Clinton  and 
Colonel  Johnson,  the  Six  Nations  would  have  been  com- 
pletely won  over  by  Jhe  French,  and  the  fire-brand  and 
tomahawk  carried  down  to  the  very  gates  of  New  York. 

Meanwhile,  several  public  edifices  had  been  erected, 
and  various  improvements  had  taken  place  in  the  city.  In 
1747,  the  Pre.sbyterian  church  in  Yhill  Street,  which  had 
been  erected  by  Hunter,  was  rebuilt.  In  tlie  course  of  the 
next  two  years,  Beekman  and  the  contiguous  streets  were 
regulated.  Ferry  Street  was  ceded  to  the  city;  Beek- 
man, Dey,  and' Thames  Streets  were  paved;  Pearl  Street 
was  dug  down  near  Peck  Slip,  and  graded  from  Franklin 
Square  to  Chatham  Street;  and  John  Street  was  paved 
and  regulated.*  In  1751^  a Moravian  Chapel  was  built 

^ Another  important  event  occurred  about  this  time,  which  should  not  be 
omitted  by  one  who  attem{>t.s  to  give  a hish^ry  of  the  city — inasmuch  as  it 
gives  us  the  origin  of  the  yearly  ai>[)ro{>riution  made  by  the  Common  Council 
for  the  Cit^'  Jfanunl — viz.,  that  in  1747  the  Common  ('ouncil  a[>propriated 
four  pounds  lor  the  publication  of  fifty  copies  of  An  Kmuj  on  the  Duties  of 
Vcbtrpmen  ! 
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in  Fulton  Street;  the  following  year,  the  first  Merchaii:.-' 
Exchano-e  was  erected  at  the  foot  of  Broad  Street;  and  S:. 
George’s  Chapel  was  built  by  Trinity  Church  on  the  corn^^r 
of  Cliff  and  Beekman,  and  was  consecrated  on  the  or* 
July  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Barclay,  a former  missionary  amen.: 
the  Mohawks,  but  now  the  rector  of  Trinity  Clmrcli.” 
This  building  remained  in  good  preservation,  well  kno^vn 
as  one  of  the  few  original  landmarks,  until  1868,  when  it 
shared  the  fate  of  other  structures  of  a similar  character, 
and  was  torn  down  to  make  room  for  another  altar  to  tho 
god  Mammon  ! This  was,  next  to  the  Post-office,  the 
• oldest  church-edifice  in  the  city,  and  its  quaint  old  chan- 
deliers, and  aisles  flagged  with  gray  stone,  continued  lor 
many  years  relics  of  the  days  of  yore.  Washington,  it  is 
said,  was  a frequent  attendant  of  this  church  during  hi< 
residence  in  this  city  in  the  early  part  of  the  Bevolution- 
ary  War.  In  speaking  of  the  history  of  this  edifice,  a 
writer  in  the  New  York  Worlds  of  March  17th,  186 S, 
recalls  the  following  interesting  facts : 

One  Imndred  and  twenty  years  ago,  New  York  city  had  not  attained 
majority,  and  Broadway  was  but  a cow-path  above  Canal  Street.  The  Rig:.: 
Honorable  George  Clinton,  ‘ Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in  and  over 
the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  thereon.  Depending  in  Americs. 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  Same,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red  Squadron  of  His  Ma;- 
esty’s  Fleet,’  as  that  most  doughty  and  right  honorable  personage  was  wont  : 
sign  himself  in  proclamations  to  the  fat  burghers  of  New  York,  sat  in  the  clia’r 
now  filled  by  Reuben  E.  Fenton.  In  that  day.  New  York  city  was  a nest  for 
privateers,  which  sailed  hence  to  destroy  French  and  Spanish  commerco. 
According  as  their  destination  might  be,  these  vessels,  with  a fair  quantity  of 
rum,  molasses,  and  sea-provisions,  would  be  piloted  to  the  Hook,  and  there 
take  on  board  an  India,  .Mediterranean,  or  other  pilot,  to  carry  them  to  their 
destination.  Small  negro  boys  and  -Jamaica  men  in  parcels  were  sold  at  auc- 
tion where  now  the  Custom-house  rears  its  lofty  pillars.  Maria  Theresa, 
Empress  of  Austria  and  Queen  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary,  wielded  the  scepter 
of  the  Caesars;  George  the  Second,  Fide i Defensor,  twiddled  his  thumb-  in 
Windsor  Park  and  played  bowls  with  his  Hanoverian  mistresses ; and  wheat 
was  six  shillings  a bushel ; flour,  eighteen  shillings  a hundred  ; beef,  fony  shil 
lings  a barrel ; West-Irulia  rum,  three  and  eight  pence  a gallon  ; salt,  thr^-r 
shillings  a bushel;  and  single-refined  sugar,  one  and  ‘tuppence’  a pound  in. 
New  York  city.  Manus  Carroll  had  been  hung  at  the  old  nowder-house,  which 
Btill  stands  on  an  eminence  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Central  Park,  for  a cruc. 
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and  rtiost ' un-Cliristian’-like  murder  which  he  had  committed  two  years  before 
in  Albany,  then  a tliriving  town.  Counterfeiters  were  at  that  time  amenable 
to  the  death-penalty  ; and  the  Barnum  of  that  day  exhibited  wax-figures  in  Dock 
Street,  and  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Weekly  Post  Boy  was  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  presents  of  baskets  of  Bermuda  potatoes  from  tlie  masters  of  vessels 
bound  into  the  gooflly  port  of  New  York.  One  day  the  editor  received  a potato 
weighing  seven  pounds  from  the  master  of  the  Good  Delight,  from  Plumb 
Island,  in  the*far-otf  ‘ Bemioothes,’  and,  out  of  sheer  joy  at  the  prodigy,  he  w'ent 
and  made  himself  drank  on  ‘ arrack-punch,’  the  most  aristocratic  tipple  of  our 
forefathers’  days.  The  city  and  county  of  New  York  had  at  that  early  day  a 
j>opulation  of  twelve  thousand,  two  thousand  of  which  number  were  negroes. 

“On  the  15th  of  April,  1748,  a number  of  gentlemen  met  in  the  vestry  of 
King’s  Chapel,  or  Trinity  Churcli,  then  situated  where  the  present  church 
stands  in  the  Broadway,  but,  at  the  time  referred  to,  overhanging  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson,  wdiose  limits  have  since  been  pushed  back  a quarter  of  a mile  by 
the  contractors  and  dust-collectors  ; and  these  gentlemen  being  of  the  opinion, 
after  a deliberate  consultation,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  a chapel  of  ease 
connected  with  Trinity,  it  -was  then  and  there  ordained  that  the  Church-ward- 
ens, Colonel  Moore,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Chambers,  Mr.  Horsman- 
den,  Mr.  Reade,  and  Mr.  Lodge,  be  appointed  a committee  to  select  a place  for 
the  erection  ‘ of  ye  ’ Chapel  of  St.  George’s.  Another  meeting  was  held  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1748.  Colonel  Robinson,  one  of  the  committee,  reported  that  he 
had  agreed  witli  a Mr.  Clarkson  for  a number  of  lots,  for  which  that  i)erson 
had  asked  the  sum  of  £500.  to  be  paid  in  a year ; and  several  persons  in  Mont- 
gomerie Ward  had  stated  to  him  that  the  lots  of  Colonel  Beekman,  fronting 
Beekman  and  Van  ClitF  Streets,  would  be  more  commodious  for  building  the 
said  chapel,  and  proposed  that  if  the  vestry  would  agree  to  the  building  of  the 
chapel  on  Colonel  Beekman’s  property,  the  inhabitants  of  Montgomerie  Ward 
would  raise  money  among  therasolves  to  purchase  the  ground,  and  that  if  Mr. 
Clarkson  insisted  on  the  performance  of  the  agreement  with  him  for  his  lots, 
they  would  take  a conveyance  for  them,  and  pay  the  purchase-money ; which 
was  agreed  to  after  many  hot  words ; for  these  respectable  vestrymen,  in  a 
manner  like  all  vestrymen  from  time  immemorial,  had  tempers  of  their  own, 
and  no  doubt  they  were  exercised  at  the  fact  tliat  the  doughty  Robinson  liad 
taken  upon  himself  to  make  an  agretuuent  to  purchase  lots  for  £500,  a very 
large  sum  in  those  days,  wdien  the  gold-board  had  not  been  established,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  inhabitants  of  Montgomerie  Ward,  which  was  alterward 
called  the  ‘ Swamp  ’ in  the  memory  of  man,  were,  w’ithout  whip  or  spur,  eager 
for  the  honor  and  glorv  of  the  future,  to  furnish  the  lots  and  build  upon  them  a 
tfhurch.  Well,  the  vestrymen  went  home  and  drank  more  arrack-punch,  sweet- 
ened with  muscovado  sugar,  and  punished  ‘ oelykoeks,’  greasy  with  oil  and  other 
substances,  and  then  returned  to  the  bosoms  of  their  respective  families.  Dona- 
tions poured  in  to  the  committee,  and  the  first  subscription,  of  £100,  was  made  by 
81r  Peter  W'arren,  who  desired,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  the  church, 
that  they  would  reserve  a pew  for  himself  and  family  in  ])erpetuity.  The 
Archbishop  of  CantfTbury  contributed  ten  pounds.  The  installation  services 
were  held  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1752  ; but  there  being  no  bishop  in  the 
country  at  the  time,  it  was  consecrated  agreeably  to  the  ancient  usages  of  the 
church.  The  Rev.  Ihmry  Barclay,  D.  D.,  at  tivis  time,  was  the  rector,  ami  Rev. 
Samuel  Auchmuty,  D,  D..  assistant  minister  of  'I'rinity  C’hurch.  Being  finished 
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in  the  finest  style  of  architecture  of  the  period,  and  having  a handsome  and 
lofty  steeple,  this  edifice  vas  justly  deemed  a great  ornament  to  the  city.  It 
first'  stO(Kl  alone,  there  being  but  few  other  houses  in  its  vicinity.  Shortly  sin »- 
sequent,  however,  the  streets  were  graded  and  built  upon,  and  now  the  im- 
mense warehouses  of  enterprising  merchants  and  liandsome  private  residences 
surround  it  on  every  side.  When  first  constructed,  the  interior  arrangement 
of  St.  George’s  differed  considerably  from  the  present,  the  chancel  at  that  tim<* 
bei^jg  contained  in  the  circular  recess  at  the  rear  of  the  church,  and  the  altar 
standing  t)ack  against  the  rear-wall  in  full  view  of  the  middle  aisle.  Tbore 
was  also  some  difference  in  the  arrangement  of  the  desk,  pulpit,  and  clerk’s 
desk.  An  interesting  relation  is  told  concerning  the  material  of  which  tliis 
part  of  the  church-furniture  was  made,  and  it  may  be  thus  condensed:  In  on-.* 
of  the  voyages  made  by  a sea-captain,  whose  vessel  was  unfortunately  wrecked, 
he  sustained,  among  other  injuries,  the  loss  of  the  vessel’s  masts.  Tliis  disas- 
ter occurring  on  a coast  where  no  other  wood  than  mahogany  could  be  procun'd, 
the  captain  was  obliged  to  remedy  the  loss  by  replacing  the  old  masts  with 
masts  made  of  mahogany.  This  ship,  thus  repaired,  returned  to  this  port  about 
the  time  St.  George’s  was  building,  when  more  suitable  masts  were  substituted, 
and  those  made  of  mahogany  were  donated  to  the  church.  The  pulpit,  desk, 
and  chancel-rails  were  removed  some  years  afterward,  and  it  may  be  interest- 
ing to  state  that  that  they  can  now  be  seen  answering  a like  capacity  in  Chri.<t 
Church,  in  the  little  town  of  Manhasset,  on  Long  Island. 

“ There  is  an  incident  connected  with  the  beautiful  font  of  this  church 
which  will  also  bear  repetition.  Originally  intended  for  a Catholic  churcii  in 
South  .America,  it  was  shipped  on  a French  vessel  to  be  carried  to  its  destina- 
tion ; but  whilst  on  the  voyage  it  was  captured  by  the  English  during  the  old 
French  war  and  brought  to  this  city.  This  font  is  made  of  white  marble,  anvi 
is  a masterly  piece  of  workmanship.  In  1614,  when  St.  George’s  was  burned, 
this  font  was  supposed  to  have  been  destroyed,  but  it  was  found  about  thirty 
years  ago  in  a remote  part  of  tlie  church,  where  it  had  been  removed  during 
the  conflagration.  It  was  somewhat  damaged,  but  not  enough,  however,  in 
prevent  its  further  use  ; and  after  being  cleaned  and  repaired  it  was  replace ; 
in  front  of  the  chancel,  where  it  now  stands,  an  interesting  feature  of  the  time 
honored  building. 

“ One  of  the  melancholy  events  associated  with  this  old  churcli  was  the 
sudden  death  of  the  Rev.  John  Ogilvie,  On  the  IStli  of  >sovember,  1774,  whilst, 
delivering  one  of  the  lectures  he  was  in  the  habit  of  holding  on  Friday  even- 
ings, he  was  struck  with  apoplexy.  He  had  given  out  his  text : ‘ To  show  that 
the  Lord  is  u]>right ; he  is  my  rock,  and  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in  him.’ 
— Psalm,  xcii,  lo;  and  after  repeating  a sentence  or  two  he  sank  into  the  read 
ing-desk,  and  was  d(*prived  ot  speech.  He  sufl'ered  thus  for  eight  davs,  when 
he  was  relieved  by  death.  It  was  in  this  chapel,  in  July,  1787,  that  the  Right 
Rev.  Samuel  Pnwost.  the  first  bisliop  of  the  diocese  of  New  York,  held  his 
first  ordination,  at  which  time  the  late  Right  Rev.  Richard  C.  Moore,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  \ irgiaia,  and  the  Re<“.  Joseph  G.  I.  Betid,  of  Baltimore,  were  made 
deacons.  In  tlie  year  1811,  arrangements  were  made  for  a separation  between 
the  congr(‘gation  of  St  < Jeorge’s  and  the  corrtoration  of  Trinity  Church,  after 
vhich  tin*  former  became  duly  organized  as  a sej'arate  parish,  known  as  St. 
George’s  Church. 

“The  following  ])ersons  coniitosed  the  first  vestry;  Church-wardens  — 
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Gerrit  Van  Wagenen  and  Henry  Peters.  Vestrymen — Francis  Dominick, 
‘Isaac  Lawrence,  Isaac  Carow,  Robert  Wardell,  Cornelius  Scliermerliorn,  John 
Onderdonk,  Edward  W.  Laight,  and  William  Green.  After  St.  Geor^rc’s 
became  a separate  parish,  its  first  minister  was  the  Rev.  John  Brady,  who  after- 
ward became  an  assistant  under  the  Rev.  John  Kewly.  St.  George’s  was 
entirely  consumed  by  fire  in  the  month  of  January,  1814,  nothing  being  savnl 
but  the  bare  walls.  After  a proper  examination,  these  w'alls  were  decided  to 
be  safe  enough  to  bear  another  roof,  and  when  this  was  put  on  the  whole 
interior  of  the  building  was  renewed.  The  interior  of  the  church  is  much 
more  handsomely  finished  than  the  exterior,  the  carved  capitals  of  the  Corin- 
thian order  presenting  a fine  specimen  of  architectural  beauty.  The  ground- 
floor  is  divided  into  three  aisles,  and  on  either  side  a commodious  gallery  is 
supported  by  massive  columns.  x\t  the  west  end,  and  connecting  these  two, 
there  is  another  gallery,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  located  a handsome  ma- 
hogany organ.  Above  this  end  gallery  there  are  two  smaller  ones,  which  are 
^sed  by  the  Sunday-school  pupils.  From"  the  center  of  the  ceiling  three  large 
magnificent  glass  chandeliers  depend,  and  these  are  among  the  few  articles  tliat 
were  saved  from  the  fire.  Over  the  side-galleries  three  smaller  but  very  beau- 
tiful chandeliers  are  hung  above  the  arches.  When  St.  George’s  was  com- 
pleted a second  time,  it  was  placed  by  the  vestry  under  the  pastoral  charge  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Milnor,  wdio  continued  to  fill  the  rectorship  until  the  8th  of 
April,  1845,  when  he  died.  This  venerable  minister  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  parish,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  lamented.  He  had  been  a lawyer 
in  Philadelphia  in  early  life,  and  for  several  terms  represented  that  city  in 
Congress.  In  1813,  he  abandoned  secular  pursuits,  and  was  admitted  to 
priests’  and  deacons’  orders  by  Bishop  White. 

“One  hundred  years  alter  the  consecration  of  St.  George’s,  a grand  cente- 
nary celebration  was  held  in  the  church,  and  hundreds  of  w'orhipers  knelt  in 
the  shadow  of  the  pul[)it  from  which  George  Washington  had  often  heard 
the  sacred  text  read  and  expounded.  Dr.  Tyng  held  the  rectorship  until  the 
new  edifice  in  Sixteenth  Street  was  finished,  wlien  the  communion  service 
was  removed  to  the  new  church,  and  a number  of  old  relics  carried  away. 
Now’  the  venerable  pile  is  being  gutted  from  organ-loft  to  altar,  and  the  humiry 
doors  s and  open  that  all  may  see  the  naltediu'ss  of  the  edifice.  The  old  gray 
flag-st  ties,  w’orn  by  the  feet  of  Schuylers,  Livingstons,  Rcades,  Van  Clitfs, 
Beek  ans.  Van  Rensselaers.  C’orlhmdts,  Moores,  and  others,  well  known  and 
respected  in  the  infancy  of  the  metropolis,  arc  to  be  torn  up  and  converted 
into  lime;  the  pulpit  will  go  to  a junk-shop,  and  the  rest  of  the  furniture  to 
the  wood-yard.  At  pn^sent  the  graves  of  Revolutionary  heroes  serve  as  a 
depository  for  ashes  and  rubbish,  and  vessels  are  emptied  daily  from  the  win- 
dows adjoining  on  places  where,  a hundred  years  ago,  were  carved  the 
sacred  w’ords  never  to  be  effaced.  “ Bequiescat  in  pace.”  The  old  church  has 
to  be  torn  down,  and  the  six  lots  will  be  sold  to  the  highest  purchasers.  The 
church  was  the  oldest  in  the  city  but  one.  the  building  occupied  as  a |vist-ot5co 
having  been  the  first  building  erected  as  a place  of  worship.  The  propeny 
purchased  from  Colomd  Beekman  for  £500  is  now  worth,  it  is  said,  half  a 
million  of  dollars.”  * 


•Th'!  site  of  this  building  is  now  (1S71)  occupied  by  the  c-k-gaut  marble  building  of  me 
Oriental  and  American  Stove  Works. 
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CHAPTER  Y. 

Mr.  Clinton  was  at  his  country-seat  at  Flushing, 
L.  I.,  when  his  successor,  Sir  Danvers  Osborne,  arrived. 
This  was  on  Sunday,  the  7th  of  October,  1753.  The 
council,  mayor,  corporation,  and  the  chief  citi- 
zens met  the  new  Governor  on  his  arrival,  and 
escorted  him  to  the  council  chamber.  The  following  day 
Mr.  Clinton  called  upon  him,  and  they  both  dined  with 
the  members  of  the  council.  On  Wednesday  morning 
Mr.  Clinton  administered  to  him  the  oath  of  office,  and 
delivered  to  him  the  seals ; at  the  same  time  delivering 
to  James  De  Lancey  his  commission  as  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor. As  -soon  as  these  forms  were  finished,  Governor 
Osborne,  attended  by  the  council  and  Mr.  Clinton,  set 
out  for  the  Town-hall,  where  the  new  commission  was 
usually  ren  to  the  people.  Scarcely,  liowever,  had  the 
procession  advanced  a few  steps,  when  the  rabble,  incited, 
it  is  said,  by  the  De  Lancey  taction,  insulted  Mr.  Clinton 
so  grossly  as  to  compel  him  to  leave  the  party  and  retire 
into  the  fort.  In  the  evening  cannon  were  fired,  bonfires 
lighted,  fire-works  displayed,  and  the  whole  city  was  given 
up  to  -a  delirium  of  joy.  Amid  all  these  rejoicings,  the 
new  Governor  sat  in  his  room,  gloomy  and  sad ; and. 
seemingly  averse  to  conversation,  retired  early.  On 
Thursday  morning  he  informed  the  council  that  his  strict 
orders  were  to  insist  upon  an  indefinite  support  for  the 
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Government,  and  desiired  to  have  the  opinion  of 
board  upon  the  probabilities  of  its  success.  It  w .i 
universally  agreed  by  the  members  present  that 
Assembly  never  would  submit  to  this  demand,  and  that 
a permanent  support  could  not  be  enforced.  Turning  to 
Mr.  Smith,  who  had  hitherto  remained  silent,  he  re- 
quested  his  opinion,  which  being  to  the  same  effect  as 
that  just  expressed.  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  sighed,  and. 
leaning  against  the  window,  with  his  face  partially  con- 
cealed, exclaimed,  in  great  mental  distress,  Then,  what 
am  I sent  here  for?”  That  same  evening  he  was  so 

I ' ^ 

unwell  that  a physician  was  summoned,  with  whom  he 
conversed  for  a little  time,  and  then  retired  to  his  cham- 
ber, where  he  spent  the  most  of  the  night  in  arranging 
his  private  affixirs.  In  the  morning  he  was  found  sus- 
pended from  the  top  of  the  garden-fence,  dead.* 

Sir  Danvers  Osborne  had  lost  a wife,  to  whom  he  was 
passionately  attached,  shortly  before  coming  to  New 
York.  This  acting  upon  a mind  morbidly  sensitive,  had 
thrown  him  into  a melancholy  bordering  upon  insanity. 
He  came  to  the  Government  charged  with  instructions 
much  more  stringent  in  their  tone  than  those  given  to  his 
predecessor ; and,  knowing  the  difficulty  which  Mr.  Clinton 
experienced  during  his  administration,  he  saw  before  him 
only  a accession  of  storms  and  tempests.  Almost  the 
lirst  w rds  of  the  city  corporation  in  their  address  to 
him  in  the  Town-hall — that  they  would  not  lirook  any 
infringement  of  their  liberties,  civil  and  religious” — con- 
vinced Sir  Danvers  Osborne  of  the  utter  impossibility  of 
the  ta<k  assigned  to  him.  All  these  causes  working  upon 
a morbid  state  of  mind — wishing  to  carry  out  his  instruc- 
tions on  the  one  hand,  yet  seeing  its  utter  hopelessness  on 


* Manuscript  atfidavits  of  Philip  Crosby  atul  John  Milligan  before  the 
council.  Sworn  to  October  12th,  1753,  and  now  preserved  In  the  Secretary -of- 
StatcV:  Oilice,  Albany,  X.  Y. 
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tlie  other — produced  a temporary  insanity,  in  which  state 
he  committed  the  rash  act.  Party  rage,  it  is  true,  threw 
out  suspicions  of  unfair  play ; and  the  council  even 
thought  it  worth  while  to  appoint  a committee  to  investi- 
gate more  fully  the  circumstances  of  his  death;  but  these 
suspicions,  it  was  made  clearly  evident,  were  entirely 
without  foundation. 

Immediately  on  the  death  of  Governor  Osborne,  Mr. 
De  Lancey,  by  virtue  of  his  commission  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  assumed  the  reins  of  government.  The  role 
which,  he  was  henceforth  to  play,  though  difficult,  was 
acted  with  his  usual  shrewdness  and  address.  He  had 
now  to  convince  the  ministry  that  he  was  zealous  in  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  Crown ; while,  at  the 
same  time,  if  he  would  retain  his  own  popularity,  he  must 
show  the  Assembly  that  he  was  true  to  his  former  princi- 
ples, and  by  no  means  required  a compliance  with  the 
instructions,  which,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty,  he  should 
present  to  them.  “ As  his  majesty ^s  representative,  he  was 
obliged  to  urge  their  compliance  with  seeming  sincerity 
and  warmth,;  but  as  James  De  Lancey,  their  old  Iriend 
and  best  adviser,  it  was  his  real  sentiment  that  they 
never  ought  to  submit.”  The  change  in  the  administra- 
tion, however,  was  productive  of  one  good  result — that  of 
infusing  into  ^ le  Assembly  a desire  to  take  active  meas- 
ures for  the  defense  of  the  province,  now  threatened  witli 
a desolating  Indian  war.  Before  the  close  of  the  session, 
an  elaborate  complaint  to  the  Crown  and  a representation 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  again 4 Mr.  Clinton  were  drawn  up, 
and  forwarded,  through  Mr.  De  Lancey.  to  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment. The  Assembly  was  then  prorogued  to  the  first 
Tuesday  of  the  following  March — the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor tenderly  remarking,  before  they  parted,  that  they 
must  be  sensible  they  had  not  acted  with  his  majesty^s 
roy  a 1 i ns  true  t ions . ' ’ 
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In  the  General  Assembly,  which  met  on  the  15th  of 
. October,  1754,  was  first  manifested  the  want  of  that  har» 
mony  which  had  hitherto  been  so  flattering  to  5Ir. 
De  Lancey’s  administration.  The  reluctance  of 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  at  the  congress  to  accede  to  the 
plan  of  union  first  awakened  suspicion  in  the  public  mind 
that  his  sympathies  were  on  the  side  of  the  Crown,  and 
that  the  affection  which  he  professed  for  the  people  was 
only  a cover  to  his  own  ambition.  There  were  also  a few 
of  Mr.  Clinton’s  friends  left,  around  whom  were  gathered 
a small  opposition ; and  the  partiality  which  Mr.  De  Laii- 
cey  had  shown  to  his  partisans  since  coming  into  power 
disgusted  others  and  added  to  the  discontent  which  was 
now  quite  general.  To  this  was  added  another  source  of 
' dissatisfaction — viz.,  the  course  he  had  taken  in  the  found- 
ing of  the  college.  To  understand  this  latter  point  more 
clearly,  it  is  necessary  to  glance  at  the  origin  of  the  con- 
troversy which  was  now  raging  fiercely,  and  which  had 
already  divided  the  Assembly  into  two  parties. 

The  province  of  New  York  at  this  period  was  divided 
in  its  religious  views  into  two  sects — the  Episcopalian  and 
the  Presbyterian — the  former  being  led  by  James  De  Lim- 
cey  and  the  latter  by  William  Livingston.  The  Presby- 
terians, though  outnuinbering  ten  to  one  the  Episcopalians, 
had  n t fiirly  recovered  fi-oni  the  oppression  of  the  early 
Gove,  nors,  Fletcher  and  Cornbury  ; and  they  would  prob- 
ably have  remained  quiet  had  not  the  Episcopalians,  with 
great  lack  of  judgment,  stirred  up  anew  the  embers  of 
controversy. 

The  people  of  New  York,  awakened  to  the  importance 
of  stimulating  education,  raised,  by  successive  lotteries, 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-three 
pounds  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a college ; and,  in  the 
fall  of  1751,  passed  an  act  for  placing  the  money  thu‘^ 
raised  in  tlie  hands  of  ten  trustees.  Of  these,  seven  were 
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Episcopalians,  two  belonged  to  the  Dutch  Church,  and  the 
tenth  Av^as  William  Livingston,  an  English  Presbyterian. 
This  manite^t  inecpiality  in  favor  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land at  once  raised  a well-founded  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  other  sects,  who  very  justly  perceived  in  this  an 
attempt  to  make  the  college  entirely  sectarian^  by  which 
only  those  in  the  Episcopal  Church  could  participate  in  its 
benefits.  Nor  Av,ere  they  left  long  in  suspense,  for  it  soon 
became  Avell  understood  that  the  majority  of  the  trustees 
were  to  have  the  college  under  their  control,  and  Avere 
intending  shortly  to  petition  the  Lieutenant-GoA^ernor  for 
a charter,  in  AA'hich  it  Avas  to  be  expressly  stipulated  that 
no  person  out  of  the  communion  of  the  English  Church 
should  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  president.  Far-seeing 
men  uttered  gloomy  forebodings ; and  a belief  soon  dif- 
fused itself  through  the  minds  of  intelligent  dissenters 
that  this  Avas  only  the  foreshadoAving  of  an  attempt  to 
introduce  into  the  colony  an  established  church. 

This  idea  Avas  to  a majority  of  the  colonists  repugnant 
in  the  extreme.  The  union  of  Church  and  State,  Avith  its 
tithes  and  taxes,  aaxis,  like  the  skeleton  in  armor,”  ever 
present  to  tlieir  imaginations,  stimulating  them  to  the 
utmost  resistance.  Mr.  Livingston,  therefore,  partially 
Avith  the  vieAA'  (T  exposing  the  evils  of  a college  founded 
upon  such  sect  rian  principles,  established  a paper  called 
the  Indcpendcni  Reflector.  The  articles  Avhich  successiA'ch' 
appeared  from  his  pen  on  this  subject  Avere  able  and  pun- 
gent. Under  his  lash  the  leaders  of  the  church  party 
winced;  and,  in  their  agony,  charged  him  Avith  the  design 
of  breaking  up  the  plan  of  any  college  AA'hatever,  and 
dreaded  lest  he  should  obtain  a charter  for  constituting* 
a college  on  a basis  the  most  catholic,  generous,  and  free.” 
These  attacks  of  the  church  party  Avere  returned  Avith 
redoubled  violence,  and  the  controversy  had  iioav  risen  to 
fever-heat. 
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But  the  efTurtrf  of  Mr.  Livingston  and  other  able  writ- 
ers to  prevent  the  incorporation  of  King’s  (Columbia) 
College  under  these  principles  were  fruitless ; and  Mr.  De 
Lance}-  accordingly  granted  the  charter.  The  Lev.  Sam- 
uel Johnson,  from  Stratford,  a worthy  man,  was  called  to 
the  president’s  chair,  and  Mr.  Livingston  was  appointed  one 
of  the  governors,  in  the  hope  of  silencing  his  opposition. 

The  granting  of  this  charter  was  so  displeasing  to  the 
majority  of  the  people,  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
thought  it  advisable,  in  order  to  win  back  their  former 
confidence,  to  urge  at  the  present  session  the  passage  of 
several  popular  acts.  Among  them  was  one  for  supplying 
the  garrison  at  Alban v and  the  fortifications  along  the 
frontiers,  and  another  for  the  discharge  of  the  claims  of  the 
public  creditors,  especially  the  one  of  Colonel  (afterward 
Sir  William)  Johnson.  j 

The  granting  of  a charter  to  the  new  college,  however, 
had  not  utterly  crushed  out  opposition  to  its  obnoxious 
principles.  The  House  still  had  the  disposal  of  the  money 
which  had  been  raised ; and  the  sectarians  having  a ma- 
jority, the  trustees  were  ordered  to  report  their  transac- 
tions by  virtue  of  the  act  under  which  they  had  been 
appointed.  The  latter,  accordingly,  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber handed  in  two  separate  reports,  William  Livingston 
reading  one,  ; ad  James  Livingston  and  Mr.  Nichol  the 
other.  Afte:  the  two  reports  had  been  considered,  the 
House  unanimously  resolved  “that  it  would  not  consent 
to  any  disposition  of  the  moneys  raised  by  lottery  for 
erecting  a college  within  this  colony  in  any  other  manner 
than  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  hereafter  passed  for  that 
])urpose.”  Permission  at  the  same  time  was  given  Mr. 
Ptobert  Livingston  to  bring  in  a bill  for  incorporating  a 
college,  which  he  introduced  that  same  afternoon. 

The  introduction  of  this  bill  astonished  both  Houses. 

It  wa>  vain  to  sup[)ose  that  the  council  would  give  its 
23 
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assent  to -an  act  so  distasteful  to  its  religious  prejudices; 
nor  was  the  Lieutenant-Governor  likely  to  directly  con- 
tradict the  letters-patent  which,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown, 
he  hfmself  had  granted;  while  the  Assembly,  composed 
chiefly  of  dissenters,  dared  not  reject  it.  In  this  predica- 
ment, a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Walton — prefaced  with 
the  remark  “ that  the  subject  was  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  the  people  they  represented,  with  the  respect 
both  to  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  ” — that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  deferred  until  the  next  session, 
by  which  time  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents  could 
be  obtained.  This  motion  was  gladly  seized  upon  as  the 
only  mode  which  presented  an  honorable  retreat  from  the 
position  they  had  so  hastily  assumed,  and  was  therefore 
immediately  carried. 

Thus,  with  the  close  of  the  year,  practically  terminated 
the  college  controversy,  which,  considered  in  itself,  was 
not,  perhaps,  of  much  importance ; but  which  should  not 
be  omitted  by  the  historian,  who  would  show  the  progress 
which  the  citizens  of  New  York  were  making  toward  that 
civil  and  religious  freedom  which  they  afterward  attained. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  the  person  whom  the  ministry 
had  appointed  to  succeed  Sir  Danvers  Osborne,,  arrived 
in  New  York  in  1755.  He  was^  like  Clinton,  an 
unlettered  B’  tish  admiral,  and  he  had  not  landed 
long  before  it  was  apparent  that,  like  him,  also,  he 
had  not  suflicient  executive  talent  to  govern  without  a 
leader.  He  therefore  soon  resigned  himself  into  the  hands 
of  De  Lancey,  who  thus  again  became  Governor.  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  however,  soon  became  tired  of  his  inactive 
life ; and  having,  like  a sensible  man,  asked  and  received 
permission  to  resign  the  government  and  return  to  his 
former  profession,  he  hoisted  his  flag  as  Rear-Admiral  of 
the  Blue  ; and  leaving  his  government  in  the  hands  of  the 
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Lieutenant-Governor,  De  Lancey,  he  sailed  on  the  2d  of 
July,  1757,  to  take  command  of  an  expedition  against 
Lewisburg. 

The  year  before  his  departure,  however,  was  signal- 
ized by  an  outrage  upon  the  citizens  of  New  York,  which 
was  long  treasured  up,  and  undoubtedly  had  its  full  weight 
in  the  catalogue  of  grievances  which  a few  years  later 
was  to  precipitate  the  colony  into  revolution.  At  this 
time  the  colonists  were  engaged  in  a bloody  war  with  the 
Indians  and  French;  and  Lord  Loudon,  who  had  been 
appoipted  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  in  America, 
arrived  in  New  York  in  December,  1750,  with 
twenty - four  hundred  men.  His  first  act  after 
landing  was  to  insist  that  his  officers  should  have  free 
quarters  upon  the  city.  This,  it  will  be  remembered, 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  charter  of  liberties, 
framed  by  the  first  Assembly  under  Governor  Donga n ; 
and  the  citizens,  who  saw  in  this  an  attempt  to  burden 
them  with  a standing  army,  became  excited,  and  warmly 
pleaded  their  rights  as  Englishmen.  But  Loudon  was 
not  to  be  moved.  Six  men  were  billeted  upon  the 
brotiier  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  — Oliver  De  Lancey. 
The  latter  threatened,  if  they  were  not  removed,  to  leave 
the  country.  ••  I shall  be  glad  of  it,’^  replied  his  lord- 
ship,  at  the  same  ^ime  quartering  half-a-dozen  more  upon 
him,  “for  then  t e troops  will  have  the  whole  house.’’* 
The  Corporation  insisted  that  free  quarters  were  against 
the  common  law  and  the  petition  of  rights.  “ God  damn 

* Sir  : Am  just  now  informed  that  2,400  men  are  arrived  in  New  York.  My 
Lord  Loudon  s<;t  a bllletting' them  and  sent  only  six  to  his  old  acquaintance, 
Mr.  01.  De  Lancey  ; he  zounzed,  and  blood-and-zounzed  at  the  soldiers.  This 
was  told  my  lord  ; he  sent  Mr.  01.  half-a-dozen  more.  He  sent  my  lord  word  if 
matters  were  to  go  so  he  would  leave  the  country.  My  lord  sent  him  word  he 
would  be  glad  of  it ; then  the  troops  would  have  the  whole  house.  I really 
thought  this  so  extraordinary,  I must  communicate  it  to  you.”— Letter  in 
the  author's  possession.  ]!’//<.  Carry  to  Sir  RVo  Joh/tMoi,  Jan.  loth,  1757. 
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my  blood!”  exclaimed  Loudon  to  Mayor  Cruger,  who 
presented  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation,  “ if  you  do  noi 
billet  my  officers  upon  free  quarters  this  day,  I’ll  order  all 
the  troops  in  North  America,  under  my  command,  and 
billet  them  myself  upon  this  city!”  All  argument  being 
thus  at  an  end,  a subscription  was  raised  for  the  quartering 
of  the  officers ; and  Loudon,  having  rendered  himself  an 
object  of  detestation,  went  to  Boston  to  breathe  the  same 
threats  and  to  talk  of  the  rigor  which  was  to  character- 
ize the  next  year’s  campaign. 

Three  years  after  the  departure  of  Governor  Hardy. 

’ the  City  of  New  York  was  thrown  into  deep  mourning 
by  the  death  of  its  former  Chief- Justice  and  present 
Lieutenant-Governor,  James  De  Lancey.  On  the  SOth 
of  July,  1760,  he  died  very  suddenly  from  an 
attack  of  asthma,  a malady  to  which  he  had  for 
many  years  been  subject.  The  day  previous  to  his 
decease,  he  had  visited  Staten  Island,  and  dined  with 
Governor  Morris,  General  Prevost,  and  several  other  distin- 
guished men  of  the  day.  Late  in  the  evening  he  crossed 
the  bay,  seemingly  laboring  under  great  depression  of 
spirits,  and  drove  to  his  country-seat  in  the  suburbs.^ 
The  next  morning  he  was  found  by  one  of  his  little 
grandchildren  t sitting  in  his  library  in  the  last  agonies  of 
death. 

By  his  iolent  political  enemies  Mr.  De  Lancey  has 
been  represented  as  a most  unprincipled  demagogue,  while 
by  his  satellites  he  has  been  lauded  to  the  skies  as  a dis- 
interested citizen  and  patriot.  Neither  of  these  views  is 
correct;  and  the  truth,  as  is  generally  the  case,  lies  be- 

* On  the  east  side  of  the  Bowery,  a little  above  Grand  Street. 

f The  little  child  that  discovered  him  was  the  grandfather  of  the  late. 
Bishop  De  Lancey,  of  New  York.  Miss  Booth,  in  her  generally  accurate  and 
valuable  work,  states  that  James  De  Lancey  -was  the  ^rm^-grandfather  of  the 
late  bishop.  This,  however,  is  a mistake.  Tfo  was  his  grandfather. 
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tween  the  two  extremes.  Mr.  De  Lancey,  undoubtedly, 
was  very  ambitious  and  fond  of  notoriety ; and  his  love  of 
power  and  the  emoluments  of  office  often  led  him  into  the 
commission  of  acts  from  which  otherwise  he  would  have 
shrunk.  While  he  has  been  praised  for  his  broad  and 
popular  principles/’  and  for  his  ‘‘political  skill  in  suc- 
cessfully preserving  to  the  Assembly  the  right  of  annual 
appropriations,”  yet  he  assumed  this  position  more  from 
a determination  to  displease  Clinton,  that  he  himself 
might  rule,  than  from  any  love  for  the  people.  His 
course  in  1754,  in  relation  to  the  college  charter,  alien- 
ated his  warmest  friends;  and  although  he  subsequently 
bitterly  repented  of  giving  his  sanction  to  the  act  of  incor- 
poration, yet  it  was  more  on  account  of  his  loss  of  popu- 
larity than  from  any  feeling  of  liberality.  He  was,  how- 
ever, possessed  of  many  amiable  and  noble  qualities  and 
private  virtues;  his  disposition  was  social  and  genial,  and 
he  was  withal  a good  classical  scholar  and  a profound 
lawyer.  His  conduct  upon  the  bench  was  generally  irre- 
proachable ; and  his  decisions,  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
feelings  of  the  political  partisan  did  not  enter,  were  char- 
acterized by  fairness  and  discrimination.  Plis  death, 
occurring  at  this  time,  was  a great  loss  to  the  prov- 
ince ; for,  numerous  as  were  his  faults,  he  was  a man  of 
unquestioned  ability.  During  his  long  administration 
he  had  made  limself  thoroughly  conversant  with  Indian 
relations  ; am.  since  the  departure  of  Clinton  had  heartily 
co-operated  wdth  Sir  William  Jolinson,  the  Indian  super- 
intendent, in  all  his  efforts  in  that  department.  By  his 
death  the  political  complexion  of  the  province  underw'ent 
a material  change;  and  Dr.  Golden,  by  virtue  of  being 
president  of  the  council,  took  the  charge  of  the  Govern- 
ment until  the  wishes  of  the  ministry  were  known. 

Scarcely  had  the  gloom  resulting  from  the  death  of 
Mr.  De  Lancey  been  dispelled,  wdien  the  city  was  again 
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thrown  into  excitement  — this  time,  however,  from  a 
pleasurable  cause.  In  the  October  that  succeeded  tlie 
Lieutenant-Governor’s  death,  General  Amherst,  covered 
with  laurels  on  account  of  his  conquest  of  Canada,  visited 
New  York.  So  overjoyed  were  the  citizens  at  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  the  protracted  struggle,  that  it 
seemed  as  if  they  could  not  do  too  much  for  him,  whom 
they  regarded  in  the  light  of  their  preserver  from  the 
tomahawk  and  scalping-knife  Accordingly,  upon  the 
arrival  of  Amherst,  a public  dinner  was  given  to  him,  the 
freedom  of  the  city^  presented  in  a gold  box,  salutes  fired, 
and  the  whole  city  illuminated.  Nor,  as  is  too  frequently 
the  case  with  ovations,  were  these  honors  undeserved  by 
them  recipient,  who  was  as  modest  as  he  was  brave. 

Meanwhile,  the  Avork  of  improving  the  city  rapidly 
advanced.  In  the  spring  of  1761,  new  streets  were  opened 
and  paved,  among  which  w^as  Partition  Street,  now  Fulton. 
At  the  same  time  the  first  theater  W'as  opened 
in  Beekman  Street,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  although  the  project  was  strenu- 
ously opposed  by  the  Assembly  as  tending  to  vitiate  and 
lower  the  standard  of  public  morals.  During  this  year, 
also,  the  old  plan  of  lighting  the  streets  l)y  lanterns  sus- 
pended from  the  windows  was  definitely  abandoned;  and 
public  lanr  s and  lamp-posts  were  erected  in  the  principal 
streets,  a’  a lighted  at  the  public  expense.”  Laws  were 
also  passed  regulating  the  prices  of  provisions,  some  of 
which  the  same  author  mves  as  affordinix  an  idea  of  the 
prices  at  that  time.  Beef  was  sold  at  four  pence  half- 
penny per  pound;  pork,  five  pence  half-penny;  Veal,  six 
pence  ; butter,  fifteen  pence ; milk,  six  coppers  per  quart ; 
and  a loaf  of  bread,  of  a pound  and  twelve  ounces,  f )ur 
coppers. 

In  June,  1704,  a light-house  was  ei-ected  on  Sandy 
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Hook  and  lighted  for  the  first  time.  Two  ferries  were 
also  established  the  same  year ; one  between  Paulus  Hook 
(Jersey  City)  and  New  York,  and  another  between 
Staten  Island  and  Bergen.  At  the  same  time  the 
mail  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia  was  changed 
Irorn  once  a fortnight  to  twice  a week,  the  distance  be- 
tween the  two  cities  being  made  in  three  days. 

At  an  early  period  in  New  York  the  mails,  now  of 
such  vital  importance,  were  a very  insignificant  affair. 


SANDY  HOOK,  FKOM  TIIK  LIGIIT'-HOUSES. 


Even  since  the  x\merican  Revolution  a saddle-bag'  boy  on 
horseback,  without  any  protection,  carried  the  mail  three 
times  a week  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Peo- 
ple wondered  at  seeing  the  bags  next  placed  upon  a sulky; 
and  were  lost  in  amazement  when  a four-horse  stage  be- 
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came  necessary  for  the  increasing  load  and  bulk.  Now,  a 
large  car,  several  times  a day,  is  found  insufficient  for  the 
amount  of  mail  matter  that  passes  between  those  two 
cities ; and  instead  of  there  being,  as  formerly,  only  a few 
straggling  letters,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  postage- 
stamps  are,  on  an  average,  daily  canceled,  and  that  is  a 
representation  of  the  number  of  domestic  letters  delivered 
at.  the  post-office  every  twenty-four  hours.*  Then  the  post 
went  and  returned  by  way  of  “ Blazing  Star,”  Staten  Isl- 
and. In  process  of  time,  several  new  routes  were  opened 
to  Philadelphia.  One  crossed  the  bay  to  Staten  Island 
'in  a perofjue^  commonly  called  n,  periagiia^  a little  open  boat 
with  lee-boards,  and  steered  by  one  man.  Reaching  the 
island,  the  traveler  proceeded  to  the  ferry  at  “Arthur 
Rolls’”  Sound,  crossed  in  a scow  ter  New  Jersey,  and 
shortly  reached  the  “Blazing  Star,”  near  Woodbridge. 
Journeying  slowly  to  the  Raritan  River,  New  Brunswick 
was  reached  by  a scow,  and  in  the  same  manner  Trenton, 
on  the  Delaware,  until,  by  the  third  or  fourth  day,  the 
“City  of  Brotherly  Love”  made  its  appearance.  Anothei’ 
route  advertised  a commodious  “stage-boat”  to  start  with 
goods  and  passengers  from  the  City  Hall  Slip  (Coenties) 
twice  a week,  for  Perth  Amboy  ferry,  and  thence  by 
stage-wagon  to  Cranberry  and  Burlington,  from  wliicli 
point  a stage-boat  continued  the  line  to  Phiiadelphia  ; this 
trip  generally  recpiired  three  days.  This  was  long  belore 
the  lays  of  stearn-boats.  These  “ stage-boats  ” were 
small  sloops,  sailed  by  a single  man  and  boy,  or  two  men ; 
and  passing  “outside,”  as  it  is  stijl  called,  by  the  Nari’ows 
and  through  the  “ Lower  Bay,”  these  small  passage-ves- 
sels, at  times,  were  driven  out  to  sea,  thus  oftentimes  caus- 

* One  comparative  statement  more.  The  City  of  New  York  is  divided  into 
twelve  postal  stations,  each  one  havin^:  its  distinct  officer  and  clerks.  Station 
A,  situated  in  the  lieart  of  New  York,  does  a larger  business  than  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  New  Haven,  Hartfonl,  Hudson,  or  Troy. 
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ing  vexatious  delays.  In  very  stormy  weather,  the  ‘‘  inside 
route,”  through  the  Kills,  was  chosen.  The  most  common 
way  to  Philadelphia,  however,  was  to  cross  the  North 
River  in  a sail-boat,  and  then  the  Passaic  and  Hackensack 
by  scows,  reaching  the  Quaker  City  ” by  stages  in  about 
three  days.  But  these  passages  had  their  perils.  The 
“ Blazing  Star  Inn  ” (sign  of  a comet)  lay  four  or  five 
miles  from  the  Staten  Island  ferry ; and  Baron  De  Kalb, 
then  a colonel,  crossing  over  here  in  January,  1768,  was 
the  only  one  of  nine  passengers  not  frozen  so  as  to  lose 
life  or  limb.  The  open  scow  sank  on  a sand-bank  ,and 
left  the  whole  party  exposed  all  night.  ^»Vhen  rescued, 
he  alone  refused  to  be  warmed  by  the  fire,  but  placing  his 
feet  and  legs  in  cold  water,  went  to  bed  and  arose  uninjured. 
One  of  his  comrades  died  on  the  scow  before  succor  arrived. 

In  1756,  the  first  stage  started  between  New  York  and 
Philadelphia — three  days  through.  In  1765,  a second 
stage  was  advertised  for  Philadelphia — a covered 
Jersey  wagon — at  two  pence  a mile.  The  next  , 
year  another  line  was  begun,  called  the  ‘^Flying  Machine,” 
with  good  wagons,  seats  on  springs,  time  two  days,  and 
fare  two  pence  a mile,  or  twenty  shillings  through.  John 
Mersereau,  at  the  “ Blazing  Star,”  “ notifies  that  persons 
may  go  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia  and  back  in  five 
days,  remaining  in  Philadelphia  two  nights  and  one  daj” 
fare,  tw  mty  shillings  through.  There  will  be  two  wagons 
and  tw  drivers,  and  four  sets  of  horses.  The  passengers 
will  lodge  at  Paulus  Hook  Ferrv  the  night  before,  to  start 
thence  the  next  morning  early.”  * 

* In  tliis  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  duriiiir  the  year  1756,  the  first 
British  packet-boats  commenced  sailing:  from  New  York  to  Falmouth,  each  let- 
ter carried  “ to  pay  four-])enny  wei.£rht  of  s.lver.”  It  is  also  worth  noticing  here 
that  the  earliest  voyai^c  to  China  from  New  York  was  made  durin<x  the  year 
1785,  in  tlie  ship  Empress,  Captain  Oreene.  The  same  year  Captain  Dean  per 
formed  this  identical  voyajj^e  in  an  Albany  sloop — a feat  at  that  day  more  remark 
able  than  tlie  sailing  of  the  little  “ Red,  White,  and  Blue across  the  Atlantic 
a short  time  ago. 
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During  the  year  1785,  the  first  stages  began  their  tri|?> 
bet\va?en  New  York  and  Albany,  with  four  horses,  at  four 
pence  a mile,  on  the  east  side  of  the  North  River,  under 
a special  act  of  the  Legislature,  lor  ten  years.  Ten  years 
afterward  this  line  was  extended  as  far  as  Whitestone,  just 
beyond  old  Fort  Schuyler  (Utica)."^ 

What  a contrast  between  that  day  and  our  own ! Tltea 
news -from  England  five  months  old  was  fresh  and  racy. 
Now  we  must  have  it  in  two  hours,  and  then  grumble  at 
the  length  of  time  taken  by  the  Atlantic  cable  to  conve}- 
the  intelligence.  Then  news  seven  days  old  from  New 
York  to  Boston  was  swift  enough  for  an  express.  Now^  if 
we  cannot  obtain  the  news  from  Washington  in  less  than 
the  same  number  of  minutes,  we  become  almost  frantic, 
and  talk  of  starting  new  telegraph  companies. 


* On  the  opposite  page  will  be  found  a facsimile  of  an  advertisement,  cut 
out  of  an*  old  nc\v.spapcr  kindly  given  me  by  the  Hon.  Theodore  Faxton,  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Faxton  is  the  son-in-law  of  “ Jason  Parker.” 
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PARKER’. 

Mail  Stage, 

From  fVbiteftowyi.  to  Cavajobarru. 


Mail  Uarvis  Wbitepo-wn  every 
Jt  Monday  andJhurfdny^  at  tvoo  el  clock 
jP.  M.  and  proceeds  to  Old  Fort  SdouyUr  tie 
evening  i next  tnoming  fiarts  at  four 
0* clocks  and  arrives  at  Canajokarrie  in  the 
evening  ; exchanges  pajfengers  nuith  the  Al 
bany  and  Ccoperpgtujn  JiagcJy  and  the  next 
day  returns  to  Old  Fort  Sohuyhr' 

Fare  for  pafengerst  Tvco  Dollars  ; nvay 
Pence  per  mile  ; 14/A.  hag- 
gage  gratis  j l^ow/,  rated  iht  famt  as  a 
pajfenger. 

Seats  may  he  had  by  applying  at  the  Pop- 
Ofieti  Wbitefovsn^  at  the  houft  of  the  fub- 
eriber^  Old  Fort  Schuyler^  or  at  Captain 
Reof'f^  Canajokarrie 

JASON  PARKER. 

Auguft,  1795.  8/ 
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CHAPTER  YI. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  De 
' Lancey,  the  Government  had  devolved  on  Dr.  Cadwal- 
lader  Golden,  as  president  of  the  council,  until  the  wishes 
of  the  ministry  could  be  ascertained.  Shortly  after  his 
first  speech  to  the  Assembly  on  the  22d  of  October,  1700, 
news  arrived  of  the  death  of  George  the  Second  and  the 
accession  of  his  grandson ; and  as  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  provincial  council  that  the  demise  of  the 
King  dissolved  the  Assembly,  writs  were  issued  for  a new 
one,  returnable  upon  the  3d  of  March,  1761.  Mean- 
^ * while,  various  were  the  conjectures  respecting  the 

name  of  the  future  governor.  At  one  time  rumor  gave  the 
gubernatorial  chair  to  General  Gage ; again  the  public 
were  confident  that  Thomas  Pownal  would  be  the  fortu- 
nate man.  Some  tew  suiritested  Golden,  and  others  Gen- 
eral  Monckton.  All  surmises  were  at  length  set  at  rest. 
P(  vnal  received  the  Governorship  of  Jamaica,  Gage 
rc.nained  at  Montreal,  and  Golden,  having  been  appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor,  announced  to  the  /Assembly  that 
his  majesty  liad  been  pleased  to  distinguish  the  services 
of  Major-General  Monckton  by  constituting  him  his  Cap- 
tain-General and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  Province.  ' 
The  new  Governor,  however,  did  not  long  occupy  the 
gubernatorial  chair,  for,  preferring  the  excitement  ol 
arms  to  tlie  cares  and  troubles  of  office,  he,  like  Governor 
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Hardy,  requested  to  be  allowed  to  resume  his  old  profes- 
sion. Accordingly,  having  produced  his  commission  to 
the  council*  and  taken  the  oaths  of  office,  he  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  last  day  of  November,  1761,  leaving 
the  government  in  the  hands  of  Doctor  Golden. 

The  administration  of  Doctor  Golden  was  at  first 
marked  by  no  event  of  special  moment,  and  the  inter- 
course between  himself  and  his  Assembly,  if  we  except 
the  slight  opposition  against  the  theater  in  Beekman 
Street,  was  of  the  most  amiable  character.  But  this 
calm  w^s  to  be  of  short  duration;  for,  shortly  after  re- 
ceiving his  commission  of  Lieutenant-Governor,  he  was 
instrumental  in  an  act  which  set  not  only  the  Assembly, 
but  the  whole  province,  in  a blaze.  As  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  De  Lancey  the  seat  of  Ghief- Justice  had  become 
vacant,  a general  wish  was  expressed  by  the  community 
that  the  vacancy  should  at  once  be  filled.  The  three 
remaining  judges,  Horsuianden,  Ghambers,  and  Jones,  hav- 
ing doubts  as  to  their  ability  to  issue  processes  under  their 
old  commissions  since  the  death  of  the  King,  likewise 
urged  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  appoint  a successor 
without  delay.  Golden,  however,  was  more  concerned 
for  his  own  and  his  family’s  advancement  than  for  the 
welfare  of  the  colony.  In  the  same  letter  in  which  he 
announced  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  the  death  of  De  Lancey, 
he  recoin  uended  his  eldest  son  for  the^  seat  at  the 
council-bf  ird,  made  vacant  at  the  LHeutenant-Governor’s 
death;  and  in  the  same  fawning  and  grasping  spirit  he 
now  desired  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  the  Golonial  Secretary 
of  State,  to  nominate  a Ghief-Justice.  The  result  was, 
not  only  the  nomination,  but  the  actual  appointment  of 
Benjamin  Pratt,  a Boston  lawyer,  to  the  seat,  not,  as  had 
been  usual  before  the  death  of  liis  late  majesty,  during 
good  behaviour,”  but  at  the  pleasure  of  the  King.” 

The  appointment  in  this  manner,  and  at  this  time. 
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was  peculiarly  unfortunate.  The  sister  colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  now  writhing  under  the  “writs  of  assist- 
ance,” which  the  British  ministry  had  so  recklessl}"  deter- 
mined to  force  upon  the  colonies.  These  “ writs  ” had 
been  requested  by  .the  custom-house  officers  to  enable 
them  the  better  to  enforce  the  revenue.  They  were  in 
effect  search-warrants,  and  whoever  held  them  might 
with  impunity  break  open  a citizen’s  house  and  violate 
the  sanctity  of  his  dwelling.  The  inhabitants  were  justly 
incensed  at  this  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  and  the 
more  so,  as  they  saw  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  those 
in  authority  to  resist  this  infringement  upon  their  liber- 
ties. Beriiard,  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  scrupled 
not  'to  become  the  tool  of  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  Pitt’s 
successor,  and  boldly  declared  himself  in  favor  of  adopt- 
ing the  odious  plan  of  the  Crown'  for  increasing  the 
revenue.  Hutchinson,  the  Chief- Justice  of  the  province, 
was  equally  subservient  to  the  royal  authority.  An 
opportunity,  however,  soon  came  in  which  the  temper  of 
. the  people  found  vent.  A petition  having  been  presented 
to  the  Superior  Court  by  the  officers  of  the  customs,  that 
“ writs  of  assistance  ” might  ensue,  the  c{uestion  was 
argued  at  length  in  February  (1761)  before  the  Chief- 
Justice  and  his  four  associate  justices.  Jeremiah  Gridley, 
on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  argued 'for  the  legality  of  the 
wnt,  on  the  ground  that  as  the  writ  was  allowed  to  the 
n v'enue-officers  in  England,  to  refuse  the  same  powers  to 
tue  colonial  officers  would  be  to  deny  that  “ the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  is  the  sovereign  legislature  of  the 
British  empire.” 

The  fearless  and  impulsive  James  Otis,  who  had 
re.<igned  his  office  as  Advocate-General,  that,  untrammeled, 
he  might  argue  this  case  against  the  Crown,  appeared  for 
the  people  of  Boston.  “ These  writs,”  he  exclaimed, 
“are  the  worst  instruments  of  arbitrary  power,  the  most 
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destructive  of  English  liberty  and  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  law.’’  With  impassioned  eloquence,  he  showed 
to  the  court  the  nature  of  these  writs.  In  the  first 
place,”  he*  said,  tlie  writ  is  universal,  being  directed  to 
all  and  singular  justices,  sheriffs,  constables,  and  all  other 
officers  and  subjects,  so  that,  in  short,  it  is  directed  to 
every  subject  in  the  King’s  dominions.  Every  one  with 
this  writ  may  be  a tyrant ; if  this  commission  be  legal,  a 
tyrant  in  a legal  manner.  Also  may  control,  imprison, 
or  murder  any  one  within  the  realm.  In  the  next  place, 
it  is  perpetual.  A man  is  accountable  to  no  person  for 
his  domgs.  * • * * In  the  third  place,  a person 

with'  this  writ,  in  the  daytime  may  enter  all  houses, 
shops,  &c.,  at  will,  and  command  all  to  assist  him.  Kow, 
one  of  the  most  essential  branches  of  English  liberty  is 
the  freedom  of  one’s  house.  A man’s  house  is  his  castle, 
and  whilst  he  is  quiet  he  is  as  well  guarded  as  a prince 
in  his  castle.  This  writ,  if  it  should  be  declared  le^ral, 
would  totally  annihilate  this  privilege.  Custom-house 
officers  may  enter  our  houses  when  they  please.  We  are 
commanded  to  permit  theii’  entry.  Their  menial  servants 
may  enter,  may  break  locks,  bars,  and  everything  in 
their  way,  and  whether  they  break  through  malice  or 
revenge,  no  man,  no  court  may  inquire.  Bare  suspicion 
without  oath  is  sufficient ; and,”  continued  he,  I am 
determined  to  sacrifice  estate,  ease,  health,  applause,  and 
even  life,  ^o  the  sacred  calls  of  my  country  in  opposition 
to  a kind  of  power  which  cost  one  King  of  England  his 
head  and  another  his  throne;  and  to  my  dying  day  I will 
oppose,  with  all  the  power  and  faculties  that  God  has 
given  me,  all  such  instruments  of  slavery  on  the  one 
hand  and  villainy  on  the  other ! ” 

At  the  next  term  of  the  court,  the  writ  of  assistance 
Was  granted,  but  such  was  the  feeling  of  the  people  that 
the  custom-house  officers,  although  having  the  writs  in 
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their  pockets,  dared  not  in  a single  instance  carry  them 
into  execution.  But  although  the  arguments  of  Otis 
failed  to  procure  a decision  in  favor  of  the  people,  yet 
they  did  not  die  within  the  walls  of  the  court-house. 
Caught  up  by  his  hearers,  they  were  borne,  as  if  on  the 
wind,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  I 
do  say  in  the  most  solemn  manner,”  writes  Mr.  Adams, 
that  Mr.  Otis’s  oration  against  writs  of  assistance 
breathed  into  this  nation  the  breath  of  life.” 

With  these  stirring  appeals  of  James  Otis  ringing  in 
their  ears,  it  may  readily  be  supposed  that  the  people  of 
New  York  were  in  no  mood  for  this  further  encroach- 
ment upon  their  liberties.  “To,  make  the  King’s  will,” 
said  they,  “the  term  of  office,  is  to  make  the  bench  of 
judges  the  instrument  of  the  royal  prerogative.”  Cham- 
bers, Horsmanden,  and  Jones  refused  to  act  longer  unless 
they  could  hold  their  commissions  during  good  behavior. 
Champions  at  once  arose  to  do  battle  for  the  people. 
Conspicuous  among  these  were  William  Livingston,  John 
Morin  Scott,  and  William  Smith,  all  prominent  lawyers 
and  vigorous  thinkers  and  writers;  and  they  protested 
through  the  public  prints  against  this  attempt  to 
render  the  judiciary  dependent  upon  the  Crown. 
Nor  were  their  efforts  entirely  fruitless,  for  in  the  an- 
swer of  the  Assembly  on  the  17th  of  December  to  the 
request  of  Dr.  Golden  that  the  usual  salary  of  three  hun- 
dn  1 pounds  to  the  Chief- Justice  should  be  increased,  it 
w'  j resolved  “ that  as  the  salaries  allowed  for  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  have  been  and  still  appear  to  be 
sufficient  to  engage  gentlemen  of  the  first  figure,  both  as 
to  capacity  and  fortune,  in  the  colony,  to  accept  of  these 
offices,  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  augment  the  salary 

of  Chief-Justice  on  this  occasion;”  nor  would  thev  allow 
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even  the  usual  salary,  unless  the  commissions  of  the  Chiei- 
Justice  and  the  other  judges  were  granted  during  good 
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behavior.  To  this  Golden  refused  to  accede ; and  Chief- 
Justice  Pratt,  having  served  several  terms  without  a 
salary,  was  finally  reimbursed  out  of  his  majesty’s  quit- 
rents  of  the  province. 

Thus  were  the  people  of  New  York  following  in  the 
wake  of  their  Puritan  neighbors.  Golden  himself,  as  if 
he  had  some  glimmerings  of  the  future,  began  to  doubt 
tlie  result.  “ For  some  years  past,”  he  wrote  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  “ three  popular  lawyers,  educated  in  Con- 
necticut, who*  have  strongly  imbibed  the  independent 
principles  of  that  country,  calumniate  the  administration 
in  every  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  and  get  the  applause 
of  the  mass  *by  propagating  the  doctrine  that  all  authority 
is  derived  from  the  people.” 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  17G3  that  George  Grenville  and 
Lord  North  first  devised  the  plan  of  raising  a revenue  by 
the  sale  of  stamps  to  the  colonists.  Grenville,  how- 
ever, hesitated  long  before  pressing  this  measure ; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  22d  of  March,  of  this  year,  that 
the  Stamp  Act  passed,  and  received  the  signature  of  the 
King.  The  act  declared  that  thenceforth  no  legal  instru- 
ment  should  possess  any  validity  in  the  colonies  unless  it 
was  stamped  by  the  Government.^  Long  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act,  the  rumor  that  such  a project  was  even 
meditated  by  the  ministry  produced  a universal  outburst 
of  indignation.  If  Parliament  wished  to  raise  any  sum, 
said  the  < jlonists,  let  them  employ  the  usual  method  of 
writing  ..rcular  letters  to  the  provinces,  requesting  sup- 
plies according  to  the  ability  of  e;ich.  When  thus  applied 
to  heretofore,  the  King  had  never  found  them  remiss,  but, 
on  the  contrary — as  their  loyal  obedience  to  these  requi- 
sitions during  tlie  last  war  had  fully  shown — they  had 

* “ Bj  this  act.  a ream  of  bail  bon<ls  Hmnped  was  £100  ; a ream  of  common 
printed  ones  before,  was  £lo;  a ream  of  stamped  policies  of  insurance  was 
£100;  of  common  ones,  u iLimut  stamps,  £ 20.” — Bradford,  Miiss.,  i,  12. 
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always  responded  with  alacrity.  Taxation,  however,  with- 
out representation  in  Parliament  was  tyranny  to  whicli 
they  would  not  submit.  These  views  were  advocated  with 
great  power  by  James  Otis  in  a series  of  pamphlets ; and 
the  public  prints  teemed  with  similar  discussions,  all  of 
which  were  read  with  care  and  reflection.  The  Assem- 
blies of  Virginia  and  New  York  especially,  by  their  pro- 
tests, took  linn  ground  against  the  passage  of  the  act ; but 
the  petition  of  the  former  body  was  not  received  in  Eng- 
land until  it  was  too  late,  while  that  of  the  latter  was  so 
intemperate  in  its  expressions  against  the  newly-assumed 
pretensions  of  the  Parliament  that  the  agent,  Mr.  Charles, 
Wiis  unable  to  And  any  member  of  that  body  bold  enough 
to  present  it. 

It  may,  therefore,  readily  be  seen,  that  if  the  mere 
intimation  that  such  an  odious  measure  was  in  contem- 
plation, produced  so  much  solicitude,  the  passage  of  the 
act  itself  was  not  calculated  to  allay  the  growing  appre- 
hensions of  the  people.  But  it  was  no  sudden  ebullition 
of  indignation  that  first  manifested  itself.  Indeed,  so 
amazed  were  the  colonists  at  the  presumption  of  Parlia- 
ment that  when  the  news  was  first  received  their  feelings 
'^wei'e  too  deep  for  utterance.  Hutchinson,  the  Chief- Jus- 
tice of  Massachusetts,  mistaking  this  for  submission,  has- 
tened to  write  to  the  ministry  that  “ his  countrymen  were 
waiting,  not  to  consider  if  the\'  must  submit  to  a stamp- 
dut;  , but  to  know  when  its  operation  was  to  commence.'’ 
lie  cnew  not  that  this  calm  was  but  the  stillness  which 
preceded*  the  tornado  that  was  to  sweep  with  such  deso- 
lating fury  throughout  the  land ! He  was  shortly  unde- 
. ceived.  Mutterings  began  to  be  heaixl  in  every  province, 
which,  in  New  England  and  New  York,  sooii  grew  into 
acts  of  violence.  On  the  14th  of  August,  Andrew  Oliver, 
the  brother-in-law  of  the  Chief- Justice,  who  had  received 
the  app')inrmeut  of  st:ui.ip-di-tri])uter  for  Massuchusett-, 
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was,  together  with  Lord  Bute,  suspended  in  effigy  from  a 
tree  in  one  of  the  streets  of  Boston.  In  reply  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Cliief- Justice  to  take  down  those  figures,  the 
sheriff  gave  a flat  refusal ; and  the  council  of  the  province 
likewise  declined  to  interfere.  That  same  night,  the  mob, 
taking  the  images  down,  carried  them  to  the  newly- 
erected  Stamp-office,  which  they  immediately  razed.  Oli- 
ver’s dwelling  was  next  assailed,  the  windows  and  furniture 
demolished^  and  the  effigies  burned  on  Fort  Hill,  The 
next  day,  Oliver  resigned ; but  he  was  obliged,  the  same 
evenii^g,  to  make  a public  recantation  at  a bonfire  which 
the  populace  had  kindled.  But,  having  once  given  vent 
to  their  long  pent-up  exasperation,  they  did  not  stop  here. 
Urged  on  by  a popular  preacher,  Jonathan  May  hew  by 
name,  who  had  taken  for  his  text  the  previous  day,  I 
would  they  were  even  cut  off  which  trouble  you,”  they 
destroyed,  on  the  26  th,  the  records  and  files  of  the  Court 
of  Admiralty,  and,  breaking  into  the  house  of  Hallo  well, 
the  Comptroller  of  Customs,  demolished  the  furniture,  and 
freely  drank  of  the  choice  wines  in  the  cellar.  To  their  just 
anger  were  now  added  the  fumes  of  liquor  ; and  proceeding 
forthwith  to  the  residence  of  Hutchinson,  they  tore  the 
paintings  from  the  walls,  destroyed  the  plate,  and  scattered 
his  large  and  valuable  library  of  books  and  manuscripts 
to  the  winds ; nor  did  they  depart  until  the  interior  of 
the  building,  even  to  the  partition-walls,  was  completely 
demolishef  . Happily,  Hutchinson  and  his  innocent  fam- 
ily, havii:j»  received  timely  notice  of  their  danger,  had 
escaped  before  the  arrival  of  the  rioters — otherwise,  the 
crime  of  murder  might  have  been  added  to  these  violent 
and  disgraceful  proceedings. 

In  Connecticut,  Bhode  Island,  and  New  Hampshire, 
the  popular  indignation  showed  itself  in  similar  demon- 
strations, though  not  of  so  violent  a character.  The  effect, 
however,  in  those  provinces  was  the  same;  each  of  the 
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stamp-distributers  being  forced  to  resign  to  save  himseli' 
from  odium,  if  not  from  death. 

Meantime,  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  resolved, 
on  the  6th  of  June,  that  “ it  was  highly  expedient  there 
should  be  a meeting,  as  soon  as  might  be,  of  committees 
from  the  Houses  of  Representatives  or  Burgesses  in  the 
several  colonies,  to  consult  on  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  colonies,  and  the  difficulties  to  which  they  were  and 
must  be  reduced,  and  to  consider  of  a general  congress — 
to  be  .held  at  New  York  the  first  Tuesday  of  October.” 
, To  this  invitation  the  colonies  heartily  responded,  and  in 
_ the  convention,  held  at  the  time  and  place  designated, 
they  were  all  represented,  except  New  Hampshire,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  The  three  latter, 
however,  although  prevented  by  their  Governors,  by  con- 
tinued adjournments,  from  sending  delegates,  signified  by 
letters  their  willingness  to  acquiesce  in  whatever  meas- 
ures the  convention  might  adopt ; so,  also,  wu’ote  New 
Hampshire.  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden,  who  h-ad  from 
the  beginning  pronounced  the  convention  unconstitutional 
and  unlawful,  likewise  endeavored,  by  successive  adjourn- 
ments, to  prevent  the  Assembly  of  New  York  from  elect- 
ing delegates.  But  an  Assembly  that  had  driven  Clinton 
from  his  chair,  and  had  successfully  fought  through  so 
many  years  against  a permanent  support,  waxs  not  to  be 
thus  easily  foiled  ; and  a committee  appointed  by 
them  in  October,  1764,  to  correspond  wfith  their 
sk.er  colonies  upon  recent  acts  of  Parliament  in  relation 
to  trade,  now'  took  their  seats  in  the  Congress  as  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  of  New  York. 

Timothy  Buggies,  wdio  had  been  sent  by  Bernard,  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  to  thwart  the  patriotic  efibrts 
of  his  colleagues,  was  chosen  president  of  the  Congress,  and 
John  Cotton,  clerk.  No  time  was  lost.  Committees  w'ere 
imiu“diately  appointed  to  draft  petitions  to  Parliament. 
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having  for  their  burden  the  Stamp  Act ; and,  after  a har- 
monious ' session  of  fourteen  days,  the  convention  dis- 
solved, having  adopted  a declaration  of  rights,  a petition 
to  the  King,  and  a memorial  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
— the  latter  being  drawn  by  James  Otis. 

As  before  remarked,  the  people  of  New  York  were 
among  the  most  bitter  opponents  of  the  Stamp  Act. 
While  the  riots  were  going  on  in  Boston,  the  act  itself 
was  reprinted,  and  hawked  about  the  streets  of  New  York 
city,  as  The  folly  of  England,  and  ruin  of  America.’^ 
Secret,  organizations  styling  themselves  the  “ Sons  of  Lib- 
erty” met  to  discuss  plans  of  resistance.  Warned  by  the 
example  ofjiis  brother  appointees  in  the  neighboring  colo- 
nies, McEvers,  the  stamp-distributer,  resigned.  General 
Gage,  at  the  solicitation  of  Golden,  ordered  down,  in  July, 
from  Crown  Point,  a company  of  the  Sixtieth  regiment, 
for  the  defense  of  Fort  George,  the  guns  of  which  were 
remounted,  new  ordnance  ordered,  and  the  magazine 
replenished  with  a bountiful  supply  of  ammunition.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  first  cargo  of  stamps  in  the  harbor, 
toward  the  end  of  October,  placards  were  posted  up  in  the 
streets  and  at  the  Merchants’  Cofiee-house,  of  which  the 
following  is  a copy : 


"PRO  PATRIA. 

“ The  first  man  that  either  distributes  or  makes  use  of  stampt  paper,  let  Mm 
take  care  of  his  house,  person,  and  effects. 

^‘VOX  POPULI. 

“ WE  DARE.” 


Terrified  at  signs  he  could  not  misunderstand,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  had  the  stamps  conveyed,  for  greater 
security,  to  the  fort,  and  in  great  trepidation  summoned 
the  members  of  his  privy  council  for  their  advice.  But 
notwithstanding  he  sent  repeated  messages,  and  notwith- 
standing, also,  that  seven  members  were  in  the  city,  only 
three  (Ilorsmanden,  Smith,  and  Beid)  responded  to  his 
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call,  and  they  declined  giving  any  advice  unless  there 
a fuller  Board.  In  this  state  of  afiairs,  nothing  was  leit 
to  Golden  but  to  shut  himself  up  in  the  fort  and  await  the 
result.  He  was  not  long  in  suspense. 

,On  the  1st  of  November,  the  day  appointed  for  the 
Stamp  Act  to  go  into  operation,  the  popular  indignation, 
which  had  been  so  long  smoldering,  burst  forth.  Early 
in  the  evening,  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  numbering  several 
thousand,  appeared  before  the  fort  and  demanded  the 
stamps.  On  being  refused,  they  proceeded  to  the  open 
fields — a portion  of  which  is  now  the  Park — and,  having 
erected  a gibbet,  they  hanged  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in 
effigy,  and  suspended  by  his  side  a figure,  holding  in  his 
hand  a boot,  representing  Lord  Bute.* *  The  images,  after 
hanging  some  little  time,  were  taken  down  and  carried, 
together  with  the  scaffold,  in  a torch-light  procession  to 
the  gates  of  the  fort.  Having  in  vain  knocked  on  the 
gates  for  admission,  the  mob  broke  into  Golden’s  carriage- 
house,  brought  forth  the  flimily-coach,  placed  inside  of  it 
the  two  effigies,  and,  having  again  paraded  them  around 
the  city,  returned  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  fort- 
gate,  and  hanged  the  figures  upon  a second  gallows  erected 
for  that  purpose.  A bon  lire  was  then  made  of  part  of  the 
wooden  fence,  which,  at  that  time,  surrounded  the  Bowl- 
ing Green  ; and  the  effigies,  together  with  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor’s  coach,  a single-horse  chair,  two  sleighs,  and 
severa'  light  vehicles,  were  cast  into  the  flames  and 

% 

* Colden,  it  is  true,  in  a letter  under  date  of  November  5th  to  Secretary 
Conway,  says  that  the  imaire  suspended  by  the  side  of  his  effigy  was  intended 
to  represent  the  devil,  in  which  Bancroft  follows  him.  In  a manuscript  letter, 
however,  now  bet\;re  me,  written  by  Alexander  Colden,  his  sou,  to  Sir  William 
Johnson,  a month  after,  and  when  the  facts,  therefore,  could  be  better  ascer- 
tained, the  excitement  having  partially  subsided,  the  writer  says  that  the 
second  image  was  designed  for  Lord  Bute.  ’li\\Qboot  has  now  signilicunce as  a 
rebus  of  Lf>rd  Bute  which  before  it  had  not.  “ His  Lordship’s  [John  Stewart, 
Earl  of  Bute]  establislied  type  with  the  mob  was  a jack-boot,  a wretched  ]>un 
on  his  Christian  name  and  title.” — ^^(/eaula!J'^^  Easaj  on  the  Earl  of  Chathu:u. 
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entirely  consumed.  While  the  flames  were  lighting  up 
the  black  muzzles  of  the  guns  of  the  fort,  another  party, 
having  spiked  the  cannon  on  the  Battery,  proceeded  to 
the  house  of  Major  James,  an  artillery  oflicer,  who  had 
made  himself  especially  obnoxious  by  his  having  aided  in 
putting  the  fort  in  a suitable  posture  for  defense,  and, 
having  burned  everything  of  value,  returned  in  triumph, 
bringing  with  them  the  colors  of  the  Boyal  Artillery 
Regiment. 

When  McEvers  resigned,  Golden  had  sneered ; but  even 
he  \Y^s  now’ compelled  to  give  way.  The  day  after  the 
riot,  he  caused  a large  placard  to  be  posted  up,  signed  by 
Goldsbrow  Banyar,  the  deputy-secretary  of  the  council, 
stating  that  he  should  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the 
stamps,  but  would  leave  them  with  Sir  Henry  Moore, 
Bart.,  who  was  then  on  his  way  from  England  to  assume 
the  government.  This  declaration,  however,  did  not 
satisfy  the  Sons  of  Liberty.  Through  their  leader,  Isaac 
Sears,  they  insisted  that  the  stamped  paper  should  be 
immediately  delivered  into  their  hands,  threatening,  in 
case  of  a refusal,  to  storm  the  fort  where  it  was  deposited. 
The  Common  Council,  alarmed  at  the  uncontrollable  fury 
of  thc-  mob,  and  fearing  an  effusion  of  blood,  added,  like- 
wise, their  solicitation  that  the  stamps  might  be  deposited 
in  the  City  Hall.  In  answer  to  this  latter  request,  the 
cause  c^  the  dispute  was  delivered  up,  after  considerable 
negoti.^  don,  to  the  corporation  — the  Board  giving  a 
pledge  to  make  good  all  tlie  stamps  that  might  be  lost. 

But  if  the  spirit  of  the  mob  could  not  be  subdued,  it 
might  at  least  be  guided.  On  the  6th  of  November,  a 
meeting  of  the  more  conservative  citizens  was  called,  and 
Sears,  with  four  others,*  was  authorized  to  correspond 
with  several  colonies  upon  the  new  and  alarming  feature 

* These  were  John  Laiub,  Uershom  Mott,  Wiley,  and  Thomas 

Uoblusou. 
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of  the  prerogative  of  Parliament.  The  committee  thus 
appointed  entered  into  their  work  with  zeal^  the  fruits  of 
which  soon  became  apparent.  A resolution,  emanating 
from  New  York  and  adopted  by  the  other  colonies,  directed 
the  English  merchants  to  ship  no  more  goods  to  America, 
and  declared  that  no  more  goods  coming  from  England 
should  be  sold  on  commission  in  the  colonies  after  the 
first  da}'  of  January,  1766.  Nor  did  the  patriotism  of  the 
people  end  here.  The  wearing  of  cloth  of  British  manu- 
facture was  dispensed  with,  coarse  home-spun  garments 
taking  its  place.  Marriages  were  no  longer  performed 
by  licenses,  upon  which  the  Stamp  Act  had  now  laid 
duty,  but  were  solemnized  by  being  proclaimed  in  church. 
Everywhere  resistance  to  kingly  oppression  was  the 
watch-word. 

The  new  Governor,  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart.,  who  had 
been  appointed,  in  June,  to  succeed  Major-General  Monck- 
ton,  arrived  in  New  York  the  beginning  of  November, 

1765,  after  a tedious  passage  of  ten  weeks.  When 

1T65*  * -L  o 

he  fii’st  landed,  he  was  disposed  to  assume  a haughty 
tone  in  relation  to  the  Stamp  Act.  The  Corporation 
ofiered  him  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a gold  box;  but  he 
refused  to  accept  it,  unless  upon  stamped  paper.  The 
custom-house  cleared  vessels,  but  the  men-of-war  ran  out 
their  guns  and  refused  to  allow  them  to  leave  the  harbor, 
unless  they  produced  a certificate  from  the  Governor  that 
no  stamps  were  to  be  had.  This  the  latter  declined  to 
give,  and  the  vessels  remained  at  the  wharves.  The  spec- 
tacle, however,  of  Golden  quaking  with  fear  in  the  fort, 
and  the  judicious  advice  of  his  jcpuncil,  soon  convinced 
him  of  the  folly  of  any  attempt  to  carry  the  act  into 
execution;  and,  before  his  first  meeting  with  the  Assem- 
bly, he  openly  announced  that  he  had  suspended  his 
' power  to  execute  the  Stamp  x\ct.  To  still  further  appease 
the  people,  he  dismantled  the  fort,  very  much  to  the 
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disgust  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who,  not  having 
been  consulted,  retired  in  chagrin  to  his  country-seat  at 
Flushing. 

Owing  to  the  successive  adjournments  by  Golden,  the 
General  Assembly  met,  for  the  first  time  this  year,  on  the 
loth  of  November.  Only  fourteen  members,  however, 
answering  to  their  names,  the  speaker  announced  the 
appointment  of  Sir  Henry  Moore  to  the  government,  and 
adjourned  the  Assembly  to  the  19  th. 

The  severest  test,  perhaps,  of  public  opinion  at  this 
time^  is  to  be  found  in  the  Governor’s  opening  address, 
which  was  brief  and  general,  and  contained  not  the 
slightest  allusion  to  the  existing  troubles.  The  answer 
of  the  House  was  equally  guarded  ; each  party  seeming 
to  be  averse  to  broach  a topic  that  was  so  unpleasant 
to  the  other.  But  if  the  Assembly  were  unwilling  to 
allude  in  their  address  to  that  which  was  now  upon  every 
mind,  they  showed  no  indisposition  tq.  handle  it  among 
themselves.  Among  their  first  resolutions  was  one,  not 
only  approving  the  action  of  the  committee  in  meeting 
with  the  Compress  in  October,  but  tendering  them,  also, 
their  warmest  thanks  for  the  part  which  they  had  taken 
in  the  deliberations  of  that  body.  In  connection  with 
this  resolution,  they  further  resolved,  yicmine  contradicente^ 
‘‘  that  for  obtaining  relief  from  the  operation  and  execu- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Parliament  called  the  Stamp  Act,  hum- 
ble petitions  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  the  House  of  Commons,  as  nearly  similar  to 
those  drawn  up  by  the  late  Congress  as  the  particular 
circumstances  of  the  colony  will  admit  of.”  A committee 
was  therefore  appointed  to  draw  up  the  three  petitions, 
which,  signed  by  William  Nicholl,  the  speaker,  were 
forwarded,  in  the  name  of  the  House,  to  Charles  and  John 
^argeant,  the  colony’s  agents  in  London. 

But  the  action  of  the  Assembly  did  not  keep  pace  with 
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the  public  requirements ; at  least  so  thought  the  Sons  of 
Libert}^  On  the  26th,  a sealed  letter  was  handed  by  an 
unknown  person  to  Mr.  Lott,  clerk  of  the  House,  directed 
TO  MR.  LOTT,  merch’t.  IN  NEW  YORK,”  and  ran  as  follows : 

“ On  receiving  you  are  to  read  the  in  closed  in  the  open  Assembly  of  this 
Province  New  York  as  you  are  dark  and  whare  of  fail  not  on  your  perrel, 

(Signed)  “ FKEEDOii.” 

The  inclosed  letter  was  directed  “ To  the  General 
Assemhltj  of  the  Province  of  New  Yorkf  and  was  in  the 
following  words : 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  you  are  to  Consider  what  is 
to  i)e  Done  first  Drawing  of  as  much  money  from  the  Lieut.  Governor’s  Sal- 
lery  as  will  Repare  the  fort  & on  Spike  the  Guns  on  the  Battery  & the  nex  a 
Repeal  of  the  Gunning  Act  & then  there  will  be' a good  Militia  but  not  before 
& also  as  you  are  asetting  you  may  Consider  of  the  Building  Act  as  it  is  to 
take  place  nex  yeare  which  it  Cannot  for  there  is  no  supply  of  Some  Sort  of 
materials  Required  this  Law  is  not  Ground  on  Reasons  but  there  is  a great 
many  Reasons  to  the  Contrary  so  Gentlemen  we  desire  you  will  Do  what  lays 
in  your  power  for  the  Good  of  the  public  but  if  you  take  this  ill  'be  not  so 
Conceited  as  to  Say  or  think  that  other  People  know  nothing  about  Govern- 
ment you  have  made  their  laws  and  say  they  are  Right  but  they  are  Rong  and 
take  a way  Leberty.  Oppressions  of  your  make  Gentlemen  make  us  Sons  of 
Liberty  think  you  are  not  for  the  Public  Liberty  this  is  the  General  Opinion  of 
the  People  for  this  part  of  Your  Conduct. 

“ 1765  **  by  order  “ . ign’d,  one  & all. 

“ Nov’r  26 

FREEDOM.” 

Both  of  these  letters — which,  by  the  way,  bear  on 
their  face  unmistakable  evidence  of  their  being  designedly 
written  in  this  illiterate  manner,  probably  for  the  greater 
disguise  * — were  laid  before  the  House  by  the  clerk,  who 
dared  not  refuse.  But  the  Assembly  were  not  disposed 
to  have  any  such  gratuitous  advice ; nor  was  their  patriot- 
ism yet  attuned  to  the  same  accord  with  that  of  the  writer. 
However  much,  moreover,, they  might  be  disposed,  them- 
selves, to  criticise  the  unpopular  Golden,  they  did  not 
choose  to  be  instructed  by  the  ironical  suggestion  in  rela- 

/ * The  entire  absence  of  punctuation  in  the  same  letter,  with  the  correct 

abbreviations  of  Sign’d  and  Xoc’r,  and  the  correct  spelling  of  the  more  ditli- 
cult  words,  show  clearly  the  marks  of  design. 
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tion  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor’s  salary  and  the  spiked 
guns.  They  therefore  resolved  that  the  said  letters  were 
rebellious,  scandalous,  and  seditious ; that  they  were 
designed  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  the 
colony  against  their  representatives ; and  that  an  address 
should  be  presented  to  the  Governor  requesting  him  to 
offer  a reward  of  fifty  pounds  for  their  author  or  authors, 
that  they  might  be  brought  to  ‘‘condign  punishment;” 
pledging  themselves,  at  the  same*  time,  to  provide  the 
means  of  defraying  the  above  reward. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  the  Governor,  by  Mr.  Banyar, 
sent  down  a message  to  the  House,  in  which  the  latter 
was  informed  that  by  the  Mutiny  Act,  passed  during  the 
last  session  of  Parliament,  the  expense  of  furnishing  the 
King’s  troops  in  America  with  quarters  and  other  neces- 
saries, was  to  be  defrayed  by  the  several  colonies.  In  con- 
sequence thereof,  the  Commander-in-Chief  had  demanded 
that  provision  be  made  for  the  troops,  whether  quartered 
within  or  marching  through  the  province  ; and  it  was  now 
requested  to  make  provision  accordingly. 

This  request  was  at  this  time  exceedingly  inopportune. 
It  involved  a question  which,  in  Lord  Loudon’s  time — 
when  the  country  w*as  engaged  in  a disastrous  war,  and 
when,  therefore,  there  was  a seeming  necessity  for  such 
provision — had  been  productive  of  ill  feeling,  and  almost 
of  riots.  It  may  readily  be  seen,  therefore,  that  when  no 
such  necessity  existed,  and  when  the  public  mind  was  in 
such  an  excited  state,  the  x\ssembly  were  in  no  mood  to 
comply.  The  message  was  accordingly  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  of  which  Robert  R.  Livingston 
was  the  chairman.  On  the  19th,  they  reported  against  it, 
on  the  following  gnxmds : that  when  his  majesty’s  forces 
were  quartered  in  barracks  belonging  to  the  King,  they 
\/ere  always  furnished  with  necessaries  witliout  any 
expense  to  the  counties  in  which  they  were  quartered ; 
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and  that  if  any  expense  were  necessary  for  quartering 
troops  on  their  march,  and  supplying  them  with  what  was 
required  by  the  act,  the  House  would  consider  thereof 
after  the  expense  was  incurred.  Sir  Henry  Moore  was 
too  prudent  a man  to  press  the  matter  further ; and  hav- 
ing satisfied  his  duty  to  the  Crown  by  the  formal  demand 
for  quarters,  he  allowed  the  matter  to  drop  for  the  present. 

The  Sons  of  Liberty  were  still  in  the  ascendant.  The 
last  week  in  November,  two  hundred  of  them  crossed  over 
to  Flushing,  and  compelled  the  Maryland  stamp-distrib- 
uter, who  had  fled  thither  for  safety,  to  sign  a resignation 
’ of  his  office.  In  December,  ten  boxes  of  stamps  were 
seized  on  their  arrival  in  port,  and  consumed  in  a bonfire. 
“We  are  in  a shocking  situation  at  present,”  wrote  Alex- 
ander Golden  to-  Sir  William  Johnson,  with  whom  the 
former  was  on  terms  of  intimacy,  “ and  God  knows  how 
it  will  end.  Its  not  safe  for  a person  to  speak,*  for  there 
is  no  knowing  friend  from  foe.” 

Opposition  to  the  Stamp  Act 'still  continued.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1766,  a committee  from  the  Sons  of  Liberty  waited 
jygg  upon  six  persons  in  Albany,  and  requested  them  to 
take  an  oath  that  they  would  not  accept  the  office 
of  stamp-distributer.  All  but  Henry  Yan  Schaack,  the 
Albany  postmaster,  having  complied,  the  mob  went  to  the 
latter’s  house,  a little  below  the  city,  broke  the  windows, 
furniture,  and  the  piazza,  and  taking  his  pleasure-sleigh 
into  town,  consumed  it  in  a bonfire.  Alarmed  at  these 
demonstrations.  Van  Schaack  took  the  required  oath,  and 
the  mob  dispersed. 

In  New  York  city,  the  committee  (Isaac  Sears,  chair- 
man) were  still  active.  Having  ascertained  by  their 
secret  agents  in  Philadelphia  that  a merchant,  Lewis 
Pinhird,  had  sent  to  that  city  a Mediterranean  pass  and 
^ a bond  on  stamped  paper,  they  waited  upon  the  merchant, 
and  also  upon  the  naval  officer  who  had  given  the  pass, 
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on  the  12th  of  January;  and,  compelling  them  to  appear  on 
the  common,  forced  them  to  swear,  before  a crowd  of  eight 
thousand  people,  that  the  passes  which  they  had  signed 
and  delivered  were  not  stamped,  to  their  knowledge.  Not 
satisfied,  however,  with  this  declaration,  the  committee 
conducted  them  to  the  Coffee-house,  before  which  a bonfire 
had  been  kindled,  and  obliged  Pintard  to  commit  the 
passes  to  the  flames  with  his  own  hands.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  Governor  Moore,  who,  being  of  a timid  and  ami- 
able nature,  had  a dread  of  becoming  unpopular,  sent  for 
one  of  the  committee,  and  said,  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
versafion,  that  he  hoped  the  “ gentlemen,  his  associates,” 
did  not  suspect  him  of  being  cognizant  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean passes.  Upon  being  informed  that  they  did  not,  the 
Governor  further  stated  that  he  had  solicited  this  inter- 
view to  assure  the  Sons  of  Liberty  that,  not  only  was  he 
ignorant  of  that  transaction,  but  that  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  any  stamps  whatever. 

Alarmed  at  the  rapid  growth  of  republican  principles 
in  America,  the  seeds  of  which  had  been  sown  by  its  owm 
folly.  Parliament,  on  the  18th  of  March,  repealed  the 
obnoxious  act.  The  British  Legislature,  however,  yielded 
not  with  a good  grace.  The  colonists,”  wrote  Sir  William 
Baker  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  must  not  think  that  these 
lenient  methods  were  brought  about  by  the  inducements 
of  their  violence.”  * Fearing,  therefore,  that  their  action 
would  be  misconstrued.  Parliament  hastened,  almost  simul- 
taneously with  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  to  pass  a bill 
declaring  the  absolute  right  of  the  King  and  Parliament 

* “ I hope  the  last  session  of  Parliament  has  conciliated  the  North  Ameri- 
cans to  their  mother  country ; but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  expec+ed  from 
them  obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  government.  The  colonists  must  not  think 
these  lenient  methods  made  use  of  by  that  administration  were  brought  about 
by>he  inducement  of  their  violence ; but  was  really  the  effect  of  conviction 
that  the  rash  act  past  the  two  preceding  sessions  was  unwarrantable  and 
oppressive.” — df.  8.;  Sir  William  Bah'r  to  Johnson,  Xoc  'th,  1766. 
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to  hind  the  colonics  and  people  of  America^  subjects  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain^  in  all  cases  lohatsoeverr 

In  the  first  delirium  of  delight  at  the  repeal,  the  news 
of  which  was  communicated  to  the  colonists  by  their 
agents,  on  the  16th  of  May,  the  tendency  of  the  Declara- 
tory Act  was  not  heeded.  In  New  York  city,  especially, 
the  populace  seemed  wild  with  joy.  Bells  were  rung,  a 
royal  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  fired,  and  the  city  illumi- 
nated.' On  the  4th  of  June,  the  King’s  birthday,  the 
Governor  had  an  ox  roasted  wdiole,  a hogshead  of  rum 
and  twenty-five  barrels  of  beer  opened,  and  the  people 
ifivited  to  join  in  the  feast.  On  the  same  day,  a mast  was 
erected,  inscribed  To  his  most  Gracious  Majesty,  George 
the  Third,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Liberty.”  But  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  people  did  not  end  here.  On  the  23d  of  June,  a 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  a petition  was  signed  by  a 
majority  of  the  citizens,  requesting  the  Assemblj"  to  erect 
a statue  of  William  Pitt,  as  a mark-  of  their  appreciation 
of  his  services  in  repealing  the  Stamp  Act.  That  body 
entered  fully  into  the  feelings  of  the  people  ; and,  besides 
complying  with  the  wishes  of  their  constituents,  in  rela- 
tion to  Pitt,  they  made  provision  for  an  equestrian  statue 
to  his  majesty  George  the  Third;  and  also  voted  their 
thanks  and  a piece  of  plate  to  John  Sargeant,  ‘‘for 
his  services  as  special  agent/’  during  the  Stamp  Act 
controversy. 

The  opening  speech  of  Governor  Moore  to  the  Assem- 
bly, on  the  12th  of  June,  began  by  adverting  to  the  gen- 
eral satisfaction  diffused  among  the  people  by  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act.  It  was  the  impression  made  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  by  this  act  of  his  majesty’s  favor 
that  had  induced  the  Governor,  so  earlv,  to  call  the 
Legislature,  in  order  to  give  them  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  making  those  acknowledgments  of  dutv  and  submissiim 
which,  on  such  an  occasion,  his  excellencv  thought  must 
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arise  in  the  bosom  of  every  individual.  It  then  spoke  of 
the  impositions  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people  by  the 
misrepresentations  of  artful  and  designing  men.  “ Let  it 
be  your  concern,”  it  continued,  ‘‘to  undeceive  the  deluded, 
and,  by  your  example,  bring  back  to  a sense  of  their  duty 
those  who  have  been  misled,  that  nothing  which  can  carry 
with  it  the  least  resemblance  of  former  heat  and  prejudice 
may  be  suffered  to , prevail,  and  the  minds  of  those  who 
are  too  easily  agitated  be  again  disposed  to  a cheerful  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  and  to  sentiments  of  respectful  gratitude 
to  the  Qiother  country.”  Their  attention  was  next  directed 
to  the  care  of  those  unfortunate  persons  who  had  suffered 
from  the  “ licentiousness  of  the  populace  for  their  defer- 
ence to  the  British  Legislature,”  and  they  were  requested 
to  make  full  and  ample  compensation  for  the  goods  and 
effects  of  the  sufferers  that  had  been  destroyed.  This 
latter  suggestion  was  owing  to  circular  letters  from  the 
minister  to  the  provincial  governors,  requesting  the  colo- 
nial Assemblies  to  show  their  “ respectful  gratitude  for  the 
forbearance  of  Parliament,”  by  indemnifying  those  who 
had  suffered  injury  in  attempting  to  execute  the  late  act. 
In  connection  with  the  opening  speech,  petitions  were 
handed  in  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden  and  Major 
James,  praying  the  Assembly  to  make  good  their  losses 
by  the  recent  riots.  These  petitions  were  thereupon 
referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  House,  who  reported 
favorably  upon  the  claims  of  Major  James,  but  passed 
over  in  silence  those  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor — very 
much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  latter,  who  forthwith  wrote  a 
letter  to  Conway,  begging  him  to  lay  his  case  before  the 
King,  that  his  losses  might  be  recompensed  by  a pension. 

The  Governor  now  ventured  again  to  recpiest  of  the 
Assembly  its  compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  Minis- 
try ill  relation  to  the  quartering  of  troops,  a large  body  of 
whom  was  shortly  expected  from  England.  But  although 
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the  House  had  joined  with  the  council  in  an  humble 
address  to  the  King,  thanking  him  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  and  although,  m )reover,  it  was  perfectly  will- 
ing to  vote  statues  to  his  majesty  and  William  Pitt,  it 
was  no  more  disposed  to  comply  with  this  demand,  now 
that  Parliament  had  yielded  to  its  wishes,  than  it  was  at 
the  previous  session,  when  the  Stamp  Act  was  in  full  force. 
The  House  accordingly  voted  a series  of  resolutions  simi- 
lar in  tone  to  those  passed  November,  1765,  and  postponed 
further  discussion  on  the  subject  until  the  troops  had 
^arrived.  X second  message,  however,  from  Sir  Henry 
Moore,  induced  it  to  alter  its  determination  so  far  as  to 
state  that  the  appropriations  of  1762  were  at  his  disposal, 
and  might  be . applied  toward  providing  barracks,  fire- 
wood, and  candles,  for  two  battalions  and  one  company  of 
artillery,  for  one  year.  Beyond  this,  however,  it  would 
not  go;  and  the  Governor,  while  he  was  obliged  to  be 
content  with  this  decision,  wrote  at  the  same  time  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  that  its  partial  compliance  was  more 
the  result  of  compulsion  than  of  gratitude  for  recent 
favors ; and  that,  in  his  opinion,  every  act  of  Parliament, 
unless  backed  by  a sufficient  power  to  enforce  it,  would 
meet  with  the  same  fate. 

Meanwhile,  troubles  had  arisen  in  Dutchess  county, 
which,  although  in  no  way  connected  with  the  issues 
between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  countrv,  at  first 
threatened  serious  consequences.  In  the  beginning  of 
1766,  the  Stockbridge  Indians,  feeling  aggrieved  by  the 
intrusions,  as  they  claimed,  of  some  of  the  people  of 
Dutchess  upon  their  lands,  broke  into  the  houses  of  the 
alleged  trespassers,  and  turned  their  families  out  of  doors. 
As  is  generally  the  ca<e  on  such  occasions,  several  of  the 
vagabond  class  of  wliites,  very  ready  for  a fray,  joined  the 
rioters,  tmd  committed  acts  of  violence  throughout  the 
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country.  The  excitement  now  extended  into  Albany 
County;  and  the  mob,  now  grown  to  formidable  dimen- 
sions, threatened  to  attack  New  York  city,  and,  indeed, 
actually  began  their  march  thither.  In  this  exigency, 
General  Gage  (at  that  time  commander-in-chief  of  his 
majesty’s  troops  in  America)  ordered  up,  to  meet  the 
insurgents,  the  Twenty-eighth  regiment,  which  had  just 
arrived  from  England.  The  appearance  of  the  troops 
soon  brought  the  rioters  to  reason ; and  having  succeeded 
— though  not  without  bloodshed — in  restoring  order,  they 
returned  to  New  York  with  the  chief  ringleaders  of  the 
rebellion. 

“In  1766,  the  Methodist  denomination  was  first  organ- 
ized in  the  city  by  Philip  Embury  and  others ; and  in 
1767,  the  first  church  of  this  sect  was  erected  upon  itgg. 
the  site  of  the  present  one  in  John,  near  Nassau  itot. 
Street,  and,  like  it,  christened  Wesley  Chapel.  In  the 
same  year,  also,  the  first  medical  school  was  established, 
which  eventually  became  the  New- York  Hospital.  Sev- 
eral new  streets  were  opened  about  the  same  time — among 
others.  Cliff  Street  and  Park  Place.  For  the  better  pre- 
vention of  fires,  an  ordinance  was  passed  directing  that 
all  the  roofs  in  the  city  should  be  covered  with  slate  or 
tiles.  For  some  years,  however,  tiles  alone  were  used,  the 
first  building  roofed  with  slate  being,  it  is  said,  the  City 
Hotel,  in  Broadway,  erected  about  1794.” 

The  joyous  feelings  which  had  followed  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  Act  were  not  of  long  continuance.  Hardly  had 
the  first  gratulations  of  victory  passed  and  sober  refiection 
taken  their  place,  when,  the  Declaratory  Act,  in  all  its  omi- 
nous proportions,  loomed  up,  overshadowing  the  public 
mind  with  gloomy  forebodings.  The  persistent  attempt, 
moreover,  to  force  the  province  into  a compliance  with 
the  Mutiny  Act — an  act  which,  to  thinking  men,  seemed 
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intended  to  provide  the  nucleus  of  a standing  army — 
alarmed  all  classes ; and  secret  leagues  were  at  once 
formed  in  most  of  the  colonies,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  further  union  of  counsel  in  resisting  oppression.  The 
partial  compliance  of  the  Assembly  with  the  requisition  of 
the  Governor  for  quarters  had  been  exceedingly  distaste- 
ful to  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  who,  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
troops,  made  no  disguise  of  their  feelings.  Mutual  ani- 
mosities accordingly  arose  between  the  citizens  and  soi- 
diery,  which  soon  culminated  in  open  acts  of  hostility.  On 
the  10th  of  August,  1766,  some  of  the  troops,  exasperated 
at  the  people,  to  w'hose  inlluence  they  attributed  the  action 
of  the  Assembly  in  depriving  them  of  liquor,  cut  down  the 
flag-stall',  which,  with  so  much  apparent  unanimity,  had 
been  dedicated  to  Pitt  and  Liberty.”  The  following- 
evening,  while  the  citizens  were  preparing  to  re-erect  the 
pole,  they  were  assaulted  by  the  soldiers  with  drawn  bay- 
onets, and  several  of  them,  among  whom  was  Isaac  Sears, 
were  wounded.  Governor  Moore,  Avho  heartily  wished 
the  troops  away,  attempted,  with  General  Gage,  to  restrain 
these  outrages,  and,  to  some  extent,  succeeded ; but  the 
officers,  intent  upon  gratifying  their  private  malice,  winked 
at  the  conduct  of  their  men,  who,  thus  encouraged,  became 
more  violent  than  ever.  Several  dwellings  of  the  poorer 
class,  situated  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  were  broken  into 
on  the  23d  of  October;  and,  on  the  3d  day  of  November, 
the  domestic  sanctuary  of  an  honest  drayman  was  entered 
by  a soldier,  who,  while  he  wounded  its  occupant,  hesitated 
not  to  hamstring  his  horse,  upon  which  he  relied  for  his 
daily  bread. 

These  licentious  proceedings  were  not  calculated  to  dis- 
pose the  Assembly  any  more  favorably  to  the  attempt  to 
quarter  the  obnoxious  red-coats  at  their  expense.  Accord- 
^^’hon,  on  the  17th  of  November,  Governor  Moore 
laid  before  that  body  instructions  from  the  Minister  in- 
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formuig  them  of  the  King’s  displeasure  at  their  conduct, 
their  absolute  duty  to  obey  the  acts  of  Parliament,  and 
of  his  wish  that  provision  for  the  troops  should  be  imme- 
diately made,  they  refused  outright  to  make  further  pro- 
vision, choosing  to  interpret  the  act  as  referring  solely  “ to 
soldiers  on  the  inarch.”  On  this  refusal,  Governor  Moore 
waited  upon  the  House,  and  endeavored  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  alter  their  determination.  His  efforts,  however, 
were  unavailing ; and  having,  by  the  defiant  attitude  thus- 
assumed,  no  other  alternative  left,  he  prorogued  the  Assem- 
bly on  the  19th  of  December. 

Already  the  British  Cabinet  regretted  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  and  the  project  of  taxing  America  was 
again  resumed.  The  extravagant  demonstrations  of 
delight  manifested  by  the  colonists  at  the  repeal  had 
been  regarded  by  British  statesmen  with  ill-concealed 
disgust;  and  wdien,  in  May,  1767,  the  news  was 
received  that  Georgia,  following  the  example  of 
New  York,  had  also  declined  obedience  to  the  Mutiny  Act, 
the  chagrin  at  having  yielded  became  open  and  undis- 
guised. Accordingly,  in  the  same  month,  Townshend 
introduced  a bill  into  the  House  of  Commons,  imposing  a 
duty  on  all  paper,  glass,  tea,  and  ]3ainters’  colors,  imported 
into  the  colonies.  In  its  passage  through  Parliament,  the 
bill  met  with  scarcely  any  opposition ; and,  on  the  28th  of 
J Line,  it  received  the  cordial  assent  and  signature  of  the 
King.  This  was  shortly  followed  by  another,  to  estab- 
lish Commissioners  of  Customs  in  America,”  and  also  by 
one  “ to  compensate  the  stamp-officers  who  had  been 
deprived  by  the  people.”  But  by  fiir  the  most  important 
in  its  consequences  was  another,  which  received  the  royal 
assent  on  the  29th,  and  which  declared  that  the  functions 
of  the  Assemhlu  of  New  York  were  henceforth  annulled — the 
Governor  and  council  being  forbidden  to  give  their  assent 
to  any  act  passed  by  that  body,  ‘‘  until  the  Mutiny  Act 
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was  unequivocally  acknowledged  and  submitted  to.”  The 
rebellious  people  of  the  colonies,  said  the  authors  of  this 
act,  must  be  brought  to  unqualified  submission,  and  the 
supremacy  of  Parliament  be  maintained. 

This  latter  act — by  far  the  deadliest  blow  that  had 
yet  been  struck  at  their  liberties — excited  the  utmost  con- 
sternation throughout  the  American  provinces.  It  was 
at  once  seen  that  if  Parliament  could,  at  pleasure,  disfran- 
chise a sister  colony,  the  same  fate  might,  at  any  time, 
overtake  the  others.  ‘‘  This  act,”  wrote  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  of  Virginia,  hangs  like  a flaming  sword  over  our 
heads,  and  requires,  by  all  means,  to  be  removed.”  The 
' citizens  of  Boston,  sympathizing  deeply  with  the  people  of 
New  York,  expressed,  in  no  measured  terms,  their  indig- 
nation at  what, they  styled  ministerial  tyranny.  Tyranny 
it  indeed  was,  and  of  the  most  inexcusable  kind,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  not,  as  some  have  supposed,  a tyranny  into 
which  the  British  Ministry  were  led  blindly,  or  through 
ignorance  of  the  consequences.  It  is  strange/’  says  an 
elegant  English  writer,  “ that  the  British  Government 
should  not  have  been  apprehensive  of  the  great  and 
increasing  danger  in  which  its  colonial  dominion  was 
involved.”  * It  is  not  strange.  The  British  Government 
did  it  with  open  eyes,  and  clearly  foresaw  the  results 
toward  which  its  colonial  policy  was  fast  tending;  for 
while,  ill  the  spring  of  this  year,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  pushing  forward  his  schemes  of  taxation. 
General  Gage  was  putting  Fort  George,  Ticonderoga,  and 
Crown  Point  on  a thorough  war  footing ; and  Carleton,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Canada,  was  adding  new  defenses 
to  Quebec.  These  measures,”  wrote  the  latter  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  “ will  link  these  two  provinces — 
New  York  and  Quebec — so  strongly  together  as  will  add 
great  security  to  both,  and  will  facilitate  the  transfer  of 
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ten  or  fifteen  thousand  men,  in  the  beginning  of  a war, 
from  one  to  another,  as  circumstances  may  require;”  and 
in  the  same  letter  the  writer  suggests  that  a place  of 
arms”  should  be  immediately  established  in  New  York, 
“ for,”  he  adds,  “ no  pains,  address,  nor  expense,  is  too 
great,  that  will  give  security  to  the  King’s  magazines ; 
divide  the  Northern  and  Southern  colonies  ; and  afford  an 
opportunity  of  transporting  our  forces  into  any  part  of  the 
continent.” 

The  Assembly  having  expired  by  its  septennial  limita- 
tion on  the  6th  of  February,  1768,  writs  were  issued  for 
a new  election,  returnable  on  the  22d  of  the  follow- 
ing month.  Owing,  however,  to  the  Governor  hav- 
ing no  special  business  to  lay  before  the  House,  the  new 
Assembly  was  not  convened  until  the  27th  of  October. 
The  opening  speech  of  the  Governor  related  chiefly  to  the 
Indian  trade,  which  his  majesty  had  been  pleased  hence- 
forward to  confide  to  the  colonies  “ The  advantages,” 
said  the  Governor,  arising,  not  only  from  the  intercourse 
of  trade  with  the  Indians,  but  from  the  maintenance  of 
that  tranquility  among  them  which  subsists  at  present, 
are  so  obvious  as  to  require  no  arguments  to  enforce  them. 
I shall,  therefore,  only  recommend  to  you  that,  to  avoid 
any  future  cause  of  dissatisfaction  or  jealousy  being  given, 
you  will,  by  the  most  eflectual  laws,  prevent  any  settle- 
ments being  made  bevond  the  line  which  shall  be  agreed 
on  by  the  Indians.”  In  its  reply,  on  the  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, the  House  expressed  its  willingness  to  co-operate  with 
the  Governor  in  any  measures  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  Indian  trade ; and,  indeed,  for  the  first  two  weeks  of 
the  session,  nothing  occurred  to  ruffle  the  general  har- 
mony of  its  proceedings.  The  critical  posture  of  the 
province,  to  the  mother  country,  however,  forbade  that 
this  state  of  quiescence  should  be  lasting;  and  it  was  not 
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long  before  a direct  issue  arose  between  the  Governor  and 
his  Assembly. 

' The  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  America  was  still  dis- 
cussed with  great  freedom  in  all  the  colonies,  but  in  none 
with  more  vigor  than  in  Massachusetts.  In  February, 
the  Assembly  of  that  province  had  addressed  a circular 
letter,  drafted  by  Samuel  Adams,  to  her  sister  colonies,  in 
which  the  “ great  evils  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Amer- 
ica were  subjected  from  the  operation  of  several  acts  of 
Pi\rliament  imposing  taxes  upon  them,”  were  set  forth,  and 
their  co-operation  solicited  in  obtaining  redress.  This  pro- 
ceeding, as  may  readily  be  imagined,  gave  great  offense  to 
the  Ministry  ; and  Lord  Hillsborough  forthwith  addressed 
a letter  upon  the  subject  to  the  several  colonial  Governors, 
requesting  that  their  xVssemblies  should  treat  the  circular 
letter  with-  silent  contempt.  But  the  resentment  of  the 
mother  country  toward  Massachusetts  wvas  not  satisfied. 
It  was  determined  to  still  further  disgrace  her,  by  detach- 
ing a strong  military  force  to  occupy  her  capital  The 
rumor  that  such  a step  was  meditated  by  the  Crown 
caused  considerable  comment ; and  when,  on  the  28th  of 
September,  two  British  regiments,  accompanied  by  seven 
men-of-war,  arrived  at  Boston  from  Halifax,  the  indigna- 
tion, not  only  in  Massachusetts,  but  in  those  colonies  that 
sympathized  with  her,  became  intense.  In  Connecticut, 
numerous  town-meetings  were  held,  in  which  it  was 
resolved,  first,  ‘‘  to  seek  the  Lord,  by  general  fasting, 
prayer,  and  humiliation,  and  then  to  call  a convention  of 
ninety-two  persons,  to  determine  what  was  to  be  done  in 
the  present  difficulties  and  distress.”  In  New  York  city, 
especially,  the  Sons  of  Liberty  felt  deeply  the  indignity 
^)ffered  to  their  sister  colony;  and,  in  their  first  ebullition 
of  anger,  indignation  meetings  were  held,  and  Governor 
Bernard  and  his  sheriff  burned  in  effigy. 
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Such  was  the  state  of  public  sentiment,  when,  on  the 
14th  of  November,  Sir  Henry  Moore  laid  before  the 
House  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough’s  letter  forbidding  corre- 
spondence with  Massachusetts,  and  called  upon  it  to  ren- 
der a cheerful  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  Secretary. 
This  action  of  the  Governor  was  met  by  a warm  remon- 
strance from  the  Assembly;  and  when,  a few  days  after, 
the  former  threatened  to  dissolve  it,  in  case  of  its  not 
complying,  it  unhesitatingly  refused  obedience.  The  bold 
stand  thus  assumed  was  warmly  seconded  by  public  opin- 
ion, as  appears  conspicuously  in  the  newspapers  and 
private  correspondence  of  the  day.  A series  of  articles, 
which  had  recently  appeared  under  the  title  of  Letters 
from  a Farmer  in  Pennsylvania  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
British  Colonies,’’  had  paved  the  way  for  a fearless  utter- 
ance against  ministerial  oppression.  Let  these  truths,” 
said  the  leaders  of  the  people  in  New  York,  be  indelibly 
impressed  upon  our  minds,  that  we  cannot  be  free  without 
being  secure  in  our  property ; that  we  cannot  be  secure  in 
our  property  if,  without  our  consent,  others  may,  as  by 
right,  take  it  away ; that  taxes  imposed  by  Parliament  do 
thus  take  it  away  ; that  duties,  laid  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  raising  money,  are  taxes ; and  that  attempts  to  lay 
such  should  be  instantly  and  firmly  opposed.” 

While,  however,  the  x\sseinbly  was  thus  firm  in  main- 
taining its  constitutional  rights  and  privileges,  it  evinced 
no  disposition  to  countenance  acts  of  lawless  violence ; 
and,  in  reply  to  a message  from  the  Governor  on  the  23d, 
asking  its  aid  in  bringing  to  punishment  the  ringleaders 
in  a recent  riot,  it  reported  a series  of  resolutions  which 
distinctly  set  forth,  that,  although  it  felt  deeply  the  course 
of  Parliament  toward  them,  yet,  so  fiir  from  approving  of 
any  yiolent  proceedings,  it  would  on  all  occ;isions  endeavor 
to  support  the  dignity  and  authority  of  government.  The 

riot  to  which  allusion  is  here  made,  had  occurred  on  the 
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14th  of  November,  and  had  been  the  result  of  new  exac- 
tions, by  way  of  imposts,  of  the  Parliament  upon  the 
colonies ; and  while  the  reply  of  the  House,  as  intimated, 
strongly  censured  the  rioters,  yet  it  also  condemned  the 
new  duties  in  terms  equally  severe.  This  address  gave 
little  satisfaction  to  the  representative  of  the  Crown ; and 
on  the  last  day  of  the  year  it  was  followed  by  a series  of 
strong  constitutional  resolutions,  among  which  was  one 
declaring  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
the  House  had  an  undoubted  right  to  correspond  and  con- 
sult with  any  of  the  neighboring  colonies  on  any  matter, 
* subject,  or  thing  whatever,  whereby  they  should  concei\'e 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  House  to  be  in  any  way 
affected.” 

These  resolutions  gave  high  displeasure ; and  Sir 
Henry  Moore,  having  convened  the  Assembly  in  the  City 
Hall  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of  January,  1760, 
dissolved  it  by  a speech  of  evident  irritation,  yet 
of  affected  regret  and  sorrow  at  the  occasion  demanding 
the  summary  measure.  Writs  for  a new  election  were 
immediately  issued,  returnable  on  the  14th  of  February. 
The  people,  however,  sustained  the  action  of  their  repre-. 
sentatives,  and  all  the  former  members,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  six,  were  returned  by  overwhelming  majorities. 
Such  was  the  result  of  the  first  direct  appeal  of  the  Crown 
to  the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  great  constitutional 
principles  of  liberty,  which  were  now  beginning  to  agitate 
the  political  waters  to  their  deepest  fountains. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
old  members  were  returned,  the  election  wa«  hotly  con- 
tested. “ I hear,”  wrote  Sir  William  Johnson,  jocularly, 
to  a friend  in  New  York,  that  you  are  likely  to  have  a 
^ hot  election,  and  probably  there  will  be  work  for  shilla- 
lahs.”  Nor  was  the  writer  far  out  in  his  conjecture.  At 
no  time  for  many  years  had  the  excitement  been  more 
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intense,  and  every  means  and  device  was  made  use  of  to 
secure  votes.  In  New  York  city,  especially,  the  contest 
was  between  the  church  party  and  the  dissenters  ^ — the 
former  being  led  by  the  De  Lanceys,  and  the  latter  by  the 
Livingstons.  It  is  surprising,”  writes  Peter  Van  Schaak 
to  his  brother  Henry,  under  date  of  January  27th,  1769, 

what  trifles  can  be  turned  to  the  greatest  advantage 
in  elections,  and  be  made  to  captivate  the  passions  of  the 
vulgar.  A straw,  a fire-brand,  have  severally  answered 
this  purpose  in  a recent  instance.  It  was  said,  during  the 
last  election,  that  T.  Smith  had  said  that  the  Irish  were 
poor  beggars,  and  had  come  over  here  upon  a bunch  of  ^ 
straw.  The  whole  body  of  Irishmen  immediately  joined, 
and  appeared  with  straws  in  their  hats.  Mr.  Kissam, 
who  summed  up  the  evidence  for  Mr.  Scott  in  the  late 
charge  against ’ Mr.  Jauncey,  happened  to  say  that  the 
passions  of  the  Germans  were  fire-brands.  A whole  con- 
gregation were,  in  consequence  of  that,  resolved  to  vote 
with  them  in  their  hands ; but,  being  dissuaded,  they, 
however,  distinguished  themselves  by  the  name  of  the 
Fire-brands.  These  gentlemen  have  also  made  themselves 
remarkable  by  a song  in  the  German  language,  the  chorus 
of  which  is : 

•'  Maester  Cruger,  De  Lancey, 

Maester  Walton  and  Jauncey,’ 

“ ’Twas  droll  to  see  some  of  the  first  gentlemen  in 
town  joining  in  singing  these  songs,  while  they  con- 
ducted the  members  to  the  Coflee-house.”  I arrived 
here  St.  John’s  Day,”  writes  another  person,  at  the  same 
time,  from  New  York  to  a friend,  ‘‘  when  there  was  a 
grand  procession  of  the  whole  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a 

* Afid  not  between  the  lawyers  and  the  merchants  as  such,  as  stated  by 
Miss  Booth.  This  writer  also  makes  the  prorogation  of  the  Assembly,  by  Gov- 
ernor Moore,  occur  in  1708,  a year  previous.  This  is,  however,  probably  a 
typographical  error. 
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very  excellent  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Anchmuty,  at 
Trinity  church,  on  the  occasion.  At  the  same  time  a col- 
lection  was  made  for  the  city,  which  I think  amounted  to 
£200.  Would  you  think  it,  but  it  is  true,  that  the  Pres- 
byterians immediately  labored  to  convert  this  charitable 
affair  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Church  of  England  and 


the  part  which  they  take  in  the  election  ensuing?  Will. 
Smith  and  W.  Livingston  got  an  old  rascally  sermon, 
called  ^ Masonry,  the  sure  Guide  to  Hell,’  reprinted,  and 
distributed  it  with  great  assiduity,  * * and  there  is 

this  day  an  extraordinary  Lodge  held  on  the  occasion,  in 
order  to  consult  means  to  resent  the  affront.”  The 
church  party,  having  the  support  of  the  mercantile  and 
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Masonic  interests,  was  triumphant;  and  John  Cruger, 
James  De  Lancey,  Jacob  Walton,  and  James  Jauncey, 
were  elected  by  the  city. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1769,  the  new  Assembly  met, 
John  Cruger  was  immediately  chosen  speaker,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  another  proof  was  afforded  of  the  strength 
of  the  church  party  in  the  House.  “ The  De  Lance\’  inter- 
est,” wrote  ■ Hugh  Wallace,  a member  of  the  council,  to 
Sir  William  Johnson,  prevails  in  the  House  greatly,  and 
they  have  given  the  Livingston  interest  proof  of  it  by 
disnyssing  P.  Livingston  the  House  as  a non-resident.” 
The  Livingstons,  however,  were  not  entirely  crushed,  for 
the  same  writer  adds : “ It  is  said  he  will  be  returned 
a<L»:ain  and  a^-ain,  and  so  become  another  Wilkes.” 

The  opening  speech  of  Governor  Moore  contained  not 
the  remotest  reference  to  the  difficulties  which  had  caused 
the  recent  dissolution,  but  referred  only  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  colony’s  agent  in  London  was  appointed  ; a 
mode  which  his  excellency  thought  objectionable,  he 
being  of  the  opinion  that  the  appointment  of  an  agent 
should  be  made  by  an  act  of  the  Governor,  Council,  and 
Assembly,  specially  passed  for  that  purpose,  as  had  for- 
merly been  the  case.  The  change  in  the  manner  of 
appointing  the  colonial  agent  was  first  introduced 
during  the  administration  of  Governor  Clinton,  in  1747,  in 
the  appointment  of  Robert  Charles,  without  the  former’s 
privity  or  consent.  Clinton  complained  bitterly  at  the 
time  of  the  innovation,  but  without  effect ; it  was, 
therefore,  not  likely  that  the  Assembly,  having  had  their 
own  way  in  this  matter  for  upward  of  twenty  years, 
Avould  now  yield.  Accordingly,  in  their  reply,  they 
utterly  declined  adopting  the  mode  which  his  excellency 
Irad  recommended.  This,  of  course,  gave  great  dissatisfac- 
tion to  the  Governor,  who,  on  the  20th  of  May,  prorogued 
the  Asseml)ly  to  the  month  of  July;  not,  however,  until 
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that  body  had  voted,  with  a very  ill  grace,  £1,800  for  the 
support  of  his  majesty’s  troops  quartered  in  the  colony. 

The  death  of  Sir  Henry  Moore,  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1769,  threw  a gloom  over  the  entire  city.  His 
polished  manners,  courteous  address,  and  genial  disposi- 
tion had  endeared  him  to  many  in  the  colony.  Although 
forced  oftentimes,  as  the  representative  of  the  Crown, 
to  come  in  collision  with  the  popular  sentiment,  yet  such 
occasions  were  evidently  so  distasteful  to  him  that  many 
who  were  his  bitter  political  enemies  regarded  him  with 
cordial  good-will.  By  his  death,  the  reins  of  government 
fell,  for  the  third  time,  into  the  hands  of  Doctor  Golden, 
who,  as  Lieutenant-Governor,  opened  the  fall  session  of 
the  Assembly  on  the  22d  of  November. 

Appearances  seemed  to  indicate  a stormy  session. 
Massachusetts  had  just  passed  a series  of  spirited  resolu- 
tions against  the  military  and  naval  force  stationed  at  her 
capital.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia,  late  in  the  spring,  had 
been  dissolved  by  the  new  Governor,  Lord  Botetourt,  for 
its  presumption  in  sending  Massachusetts  words  of  encour- 
agement and  support.  The  refusal,  moreover,  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  March,  to  receive  the  representative  of 
the  New  Y(jrk  Assembly,  excited  the  apprehensions  of 
those  of  the  colonists  who  had  hitherto  been  warmly 
attached  to  the  Crown.  “ I must  confess,”  wrote  Sir  ^Yil- 
liam  Johnson,  in  September,  “that  the  aspect  of  affairs  at 
home  is  very  unpleasing,  and  ought  to  give  concern  to 
every  well-wisher  of  his  country,  because,  whatever  reason 
or  justice  there  may  be  in  the  late  steps,  there  is  a proba- 
bility of  their  being  carried  further  than  a good  man  can 
wish  for.” 

Contrarjg  however,  to  general  expectation,  during  the 
£ill  and  winter  session,  there  were  no  collisions  between 
the  Executive  and  the  Legislature,  although  the  spirited 
resolutions  of  Virginia,  of  tlie  preceding  May,  were  unani- 
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mously  concurred  in.  On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  a 
bill  was  introduced  for  emitting  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  to  be  put  out  on  loan, 
as  a means  of  revenue.  The  bill  was  at  first  hailed  with 
delight  by  the  leaders  of  the  popular  party,  who  thought 
they  disceriied  in  it  a desire,  on  the  part  of  the  Executive., 
to  gratify  the  wish  of  the  people.  When,  however,  it  was 
followed,  on  the  loth  of  December,  by  a motion  to  grant 
two  thousand  pounds  for  the  support  of  his  majesty’s 
troops  in  the  colony,  which  sum  was  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  interest  arising  from  the  loan  bill,  when  it  should 
become  a law,  a complete  revulsion  of  feeling  took  place ; 
and  they  now  saw  only  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, to  compel  the  Assembly  into  an  uncon- 
ditional submission  to  the  Mutiny  Act.  Accordingly,  the 
first  sight  that  greeted  the  citizens  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  was'  a flaming  placard,  posted  up  in  the  most  con- 
spicuous portions  of  the  city,  addressed  “To  the  Betrayed 
In  HABIT  ANTS.  OF  THE  CiTY  AND  COLONY  OF  NeW  YoRK,”  and 
signed  “ A Sox  of  Liberty.”  This  placard  declared  that 
the  granting  of  money  to  the  troops  was  implicitly 
acknowledging  the  authority  that  had  enacted  the.  reve- 
nue  acts,  which  had  been  passed  for  the  express  purpose 
of  taking  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  colonists  with- 
out their  consent ; that  what  made  the  gmnting  of  money 
the  more  grievous  was,  that  it  went  to  the  support  of 
troops  kept,  not  to  protect,  but  to  enslave  them ; that  this 
was  the  view  taken  of  the  iMutiny  Act  by  the  Assemblies 
of  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina — therefore,  let  not 
the  Assembly  of  New  York  tell  their  disgrace  in  Boston, 
nor  publish  it  in  the  streets  of  Charleston ! The  Assem- 
bly, moreover,  had  not  been  attentive  to  the  liberties  of 
this  continent,  nor  to  the  prosperity  of  the  good  people  of 
this  colony.  This  sacrifice  of  the  public  interest  it  attrib- 
uted to  a corrupt  source  which  it  scrupled  not  to  affirm, 
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in  plain  words,  was  an  influnoiis  coalition  recently  entered 
into  between  the  Executive,  and  the  De  Lancey  family  for 
this  very  object.  In  conclusion,  the  placard  advised  all 
the  people  to  assemble  the  following  day  in  “the  fields” 
(the  Park),  there  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  a point 
so  vital  tQ  colonial  liberty. 

The  large  concourse  of  people  gathered  in  “the  fields” 
at  the  time  appoiiited,  clearly  showed  how  in  unison  with 
the  public  feeling  were  the  sentiments  uttered  in  the 
placard  of  the  previous  day.  The  object  of  the  gathering 
was  set  forth  by  John  Lamb,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  and  the  question  asked,  whether 
the  citizens  would  uphold  the  recent  action  of  the  Assem- 
bly. The  emphatic  “No”  that  at  once  arose  from  the 
vast  throng  was  a sufficient  answer  to  this  question ; and 
a committee  of  seven  were  immediately  appointed  to  carry 
this  public  expression  of  feeling  to  the  Legislature.  But 
however  much  that  body  may  have  regretted  their  partial 
committal  to  the  loan  bill,  they  did  not  choose  to  be  dic- 
tated to  by  a meeting  which  they  considered  little  better 
than  a mob.  Accordingly,  the  consideration  of  the  placard 
having  been  made  the  first  order  of  the  following  dav, 
James  De  Lancey  moved  that  “ the  sense  of  the  House 
should  be  taken  whether  the  said  paper  was  not  an 
infamous  and  scandaloiF-  lil)el.”  The  question  being  put, 
all  the  members  voted  in  the  affirmative,  except  Colonel 
Schuyler,  who,  when  his  name  was  called,  with  admira- 
ble moral  courage,  fearlessly  answered  in  the  negative. 
A series  of  resolutions  was  then  passed  condemning  the 
paper  as  false,  seditious,  and  infamous,  and  requesting  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  offer  a reward  of  one  hundred 
pounds  for  its  author  or  authors.  Immediately  after  the 
" passage  of  these  resolutions,  Mr.  De  Lancey  laid  before  the 
House  another  hand  bill,  in  which  the  late  proceedings  of 
that  body  were  strongly  condemned,  signed  “ Legion.” 
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Re.^olves  were  at  once  passed,  similar  in  tone  to  those  just 
noticed,  and  an  additional  reward  of  fifty  pounds  offered 
for  the  writer  of  this  also. 

Nothing  worthy  of  special  mention  occurred  during  the 
remainder  of  this  session.  John  Lamb,  it  is  true,  three 
days  after  the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  was  arraigned 
})efore  the  House  on  suspicion  of  being  the  author  of  the 
libelous  hand  bill ; but,  nothing  being  proved  against  him, 
he  was  immediately  discharged.  The  General  Assembly 
having:  now  been  convened  more  than  two  months,  and 
its  n;embers  being  now  anxious  to  return  to  their  homes, 
Lieutenant-Governor  Golden  signed  several  acts,  among 
them  one  for  appointing  commissioners  from  the 
neighboring  colonies,  to  agree  upon  a plan  for  regu- 
lating the  Indian  trade;  and,  on  the  27th  of  January, 
1770,  prorogued  it  to  the  second  Tuesday  in  March,  and, 
from  time  tp  time  afterward,  to  the  11th  of  December. 

Meanwhile,  the  hatred  between  the  soldiers  and  the 
Sons  of  Liberty  daily  gained  strength.  The  former  had 
long  writhed  under  the  undisguised  disgust  wdth  which 
they  were  treated  by  the  latter,  and  only  waited  for  an 
opportunity  to  repay  this  scorn  with  interest.  Hitherto 
they  had  been  restrained,  through  motives  of  policy;  and, 
now  that  the  supplies  were  granted,  they  threw  off  all 
restraint,  and  resolved  to  insult  their  enemies  in  the 
most  tender  spot.  Accordingly,  on  the  13tli  of  Janu- 
ary, a portion  of  the  Sixteenth  regiment  attempted  to 
destroy  the  liberty-pole,  by  sawing  off  its  spars  and  blow- 
ing it  up  with  gunpowder.  A knot  of  citizens  having 
gathered  round  while  they  were  thus  engaged,  they 
desisted  for  the  present  from  the  attempt,  and,  charging 
uj)on  the  group  with  fixed  bayonets,  drove  them  into  a 
tavern  (kept  by  Montague),  a favorite  resort  of  the  Sons 
of  Liberty,  broke  the  windows,  and  demolished  a portion 

of  the  furniture.  Three  days  afterward,  however,  they 
29 
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succeeded  in  their  design  ; and  having^  on  the  night  of  the 
IGth,  cut  the  obnoxious  symbol  in  pieces,  they  piled  its 
fran-ments  in  front  of  Montagne’s  door.  Incensed  at  this 
daring  insult,  three  thousand  citizens  assembled  early  the 
following  morning  at  the  scene  of  the  outrage,  and  adopted, 
among  others,  a resolution  that  all  soldiers  found  in  the 
streets  after  roll-call  “ should  be  treated  as  enemies  of  the 
city ; ” hiutuall}^  pledging  themselves  to  see  that  this 
resolve  was  vigorously  enforced.  Early  the  next  morning, 
insulting  placards  were  found  posted  up  in  various  parts 
of  the  city,  ridiculing  the  resolutions  of  the  previous  day, 
and  daring  the  citizens  to  carrj^^  them  into  execution.  In 
the  course  of  the  day,  three  soldiers  were  discovered  by 
Sears  and  others  in  the  act  of  posting  up  more  of  these 
hand  bill's ; and  a skirmish  ensuing,  the  citizens,  having 
obtained  the  upper  hand,  were  conducting  the  oftenders  to 
the  othce  of  the  Mayor,  when  they  were  met  by  a band  of 
twenty  additional  troops.  A.  general  light  witli  cutlasses 
and  clubs  now  followed,  the  military  slowly  retreating  to 
Golden  Hill.*  At  this  point  they  were  met  by  a party 
of  olheers,  who  immediately  ordered  their  men  to  the 
barracks,  and  the  riot  was  quelled.  In  this  brush,  several 
citizens  were  wounded  and  one  killed,  although  the  sol- 
diers were  w^orsted.  The  following  dav  witnessed  a niim- 
ber  of  frays,  none  of  which,  however,  were  attended  with 
loss  of  life ; and  on  the  20th,  the  Mayor  having  issued  a 
proclamation  forbidding  the  soldiers  to  come  out  of  the 
barracks  unless  accompanied  by  a non-commissioned 
oflicer,  the  excitement  was  quieted  and  order  once  more 
restored.!  On  the  5th  of  February  another  pole  was 


* John  Street,  between  Cliti'  Street  and  Curling  Slip. 

f “ We  are  all  in  confusion  in  this  city  ; the  soldiers  have  cut  and  blowed 
up  the  Liberty  Pole,  and  have  caused  much  trouble  between  the  inhabitants. 
On  Friday  last,  between  Burling  Slip  and  Fly  Market  was  an  engagement  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  and  the  soldiers,  when  much  bh;od  was  s})ilt ; one  sailor 
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erected,  inscribed  “Liberty  and  Property,’^  on  ground  pur- 
chased for  the  purpose,  where  it  remained  until  cut  down 
in  177G  by  the  British  soldiery  at  that  time  occupying 
the  city. 

Meanwhile  the  Sons  of  Liberty  were  undaunted.  In 
February,  one  hundred  of  them  purchased  of  Colonel  Mor- 
ris a house  for  six  hundred  pounds — each  of  them  con- 
tributing six  pounds — in  which  to  celebrate  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  Act;  and  having,  on  the  19th  of  March,  drank 
forty-five  popular  toasts,  they  proceeded  to  the  jail,  where 
Captain  McDougall  was  confined  for  being  the  author  of 
tlie  libelous  handbill  of  the  previous  December,  saluted 
him  with  forty-five  cheers,  and  quietly  dispersed. 

In  Boston,  the  feeling  between  the  citizens  and  sol- 
diery was  even  more  embittered.  The  news  of  the  recent 
occurrences  in  New  York  was  not  calculated  to  soothe  this 
mutual  animosity;  and  when,  on  the  2d  of  March,  an 
affray  took  place  at  Gray’s  roj)e-walk,  between  a citizen 
and  a soldier,  in  which  the  latter  was  worsted,  it  required 
but  a small  degree  of  forecast  to  anticipate  an  approach- 
ing explosion.  Three  days  afterward,  on  the  evening  of 
the  5th,  a sentinel,  who  had  wantonly  abused  a lad,  was 
surrounded  in  King  Street  by  a mob  of  boys,  and  pelted 
with  snow-balls,  made  of  the  light  snow  that  had  just 
fallen.  “ They  are  killing  the  sentinel ! ” shouted  a by- 
stander to  the  main  guard.  Instantly  a file  of  six  sol- 
diers, headed  by  a corporal  and  followed  by  Preston,  the 
officer  of  the  day,  rushed  to  the  rescue,  at  a douljle-quick 


got  ruu  through  the  body,  who  since  died  ; one  man  got  his  skull  cut  in  the 
most  cruel  manner.  On  Saturday  the  Hall-bell  rang  for  an  alarm,  when  was 
another  battle  between  the  inhabitants  and  soldiers  ; but  tlie  soldiers  met  with 
rubbers,  the  chiefest  part  being  sailors  with  clubs  to  revenge  the  death  of 
•their  brotlier,  which  they  did  with  courage,  and  made  them  all  run  to  their 
barracks.  What  will  be  the  end  of  this,  God  knows.” — Letter  from  Xew 
York,  Jan.  2'2d,  1770,”  in  St.  James  Chronicle,  or  the  British  Keening  Post, 
March  oth,  1770, 
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.step,  with  fixed  bayonets.  A crowd  gathered  round,  and, 
the  musket  of  a soldier  being  hit  by  a stick  thrown  from 
the  throng,  Preston  gave  the  order  to  fire.  Montgomery, 
the  man  whose  musket  had  been  hit,  immediately  fired ; 
and  Attucks,  a mulatto,  who  had  been  quietly  looking  on, 
fell  dead  on  the  spot.  Six  others,  thereupon,  taking  delib- 
erate aim,  fired  in  succession  at  the  crowd,  who  were 
already  beginning  to  disperse.  Three  of  the  citizens, 
including  the  mulatto,  were  instantly  killed ; and  of  eight 
others  who  were  wounded,  two  died  shortly  afterward, 
from  their  injuries. 

* It  has  usually  been  asserted  by  historians,  that  the  first 
blood  in  the  war  of  the  American  lie  volution  was  shed  at 
Lexington ; but  such  is  not  the  fact.  The  Battle  of 
Golden  Hill,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1770,  ■was  the 
beginning  of  that  contest,  so  fearful  in  its  commencement, 
so  doubtful  in  its  progress,  and  so  splendid  in  its  results. 
The  storm  had  now  been  gathering  for  several  years,  and 
the  public  mind  had  become  exceedingly  feverish,  not 
only  in  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  parent  Government, 
but  in  regard  to  the  language  and  bearing  of  the  officers 
of  the  Crown  stationed  in  the  colonies.  The  destruction 
of  the  liberty-pole  increased  the  mutual  exasperation  ; and 
the  fight  that  followed  was  but  the  natural  consequence. 
To  the  City  of  New  York,  therefore,  must  ever  be  given  the 
honor  of  striking  the  first  blow.  The  town  \vas  thrown  into 
commotion,  the  bells  rang,  and  the  news,  wdth  the  exag- 
gerations and  embellishments  incident  to  all  occasions  of 
alarm,  spread  through  the  country  wdth  the  rapidity  of 
lightning.  Everywhere  throughout  the  w'ide  extent  of 
the  old  thirteen  colonies  it  created  a strong  sensation,  and 
was  received  with  a degree  of  indignant  emotion  which 
very  clearly  foretold  that  blood  had  only  commenced 
flowing.  The  massacre  in  King  Street,  two  months  later, 
added  intensity  to  the  flame ; and,  although  five  yeai's 
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intervened  before  the  demonstration  at  Lexington,  there 
were  too  many  nervous  pens  and  eloquent  tongues  in 
exercise  to  allow  these  feelings  to  subside,  or  the  noble 
spirit  of  liberty  that  had  been  awakened  to  be  quenched. 

Such  stirring  orations  as  those  of  Joseph  Warren  were 
not  uttered  in  vain ; and  often  were  the  people  reminded 
by  him,  or  by  his  compatriots  of  kindred  spirits — ^ The 
voice  of  your  brethren’s  blood  cries  to  you  from  the 
ground ! ’ The  admonition  had  its  effect,  and  the  resolu- 
tions of  vengeance  sank  deeper  and  deeper,  until  the 
fullness  of  time  should  come ! ” 
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Ox  the  18th  of  October,  1770,  John,  Earl  of  Dunmore, 
arHved  in  New  York  to  occupy  the  gubernatorial  chair, 
left  vacant  by  the  lamented  Sir  Henry  Moore. 
The  new  Governor  is  described,  in  a letter  to  Sir 
William  Johnson,  as  “a  very  active  man,  fond  of  Avalking 
and  riding,  and  a sportsman.”  This  description  affords  a 
clue  to  the  character  of  the  man — easy  in  his  disposition, 
and  one  who  preferred  the  delights  of  the  chase  to  contro- 
versies with  his  Legislature.  There  was  little  likelihood, 
however,  of  his  being  troubled  with  a body  that  had  of 
late  grown  very  subservient.  The  news,  moreover,  which 
he  brought  with  him,  of  his  majesty’s  consent  to  the  bill 
authorizing  the  emission  of  a colonial  currency,  increased 
the. spirit  of  loyalty ; and  when,  in  his  opening  speech  on 
the  11th  of  December,  he  expressed  his  pleasure  that  the 
example  of  the  loyal  subjects  of  the  province  had  been  the 
means  of  restoring  friendly  feelings  and  confidence  between 
the  parent  country  and  the  colonists,  the  address  of  the 
Assembly,  in  reply,  was  a simple  echo.  During  the  entire 
session,  therefore,  the  wheels  of  government  rolled 

ITtl.  . ^ 

smoothly;  and  at  its  close,  on  the  IGth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1771,  the  loan  bill  was  passed,  as  was  also  the 
-one  for  appropriating  two  thousand  pounds  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  troops.  The  crown  had  seemingly  triumphed  ; 
but  the  end  was  not  yet. 
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Oil  the  8th  of  July,  1771,  Sir  William  Tryon,  Bart., 
i laving  rendered  himself  odious  to  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  by  his  petty  tyranny,  arrived  in  New  York, 
bearing  his  majesty^s  commission  as  Governor  and  Com- 
Miander-in-Chief,  in  the  place  of  Lord  Dimmore,  who  was 
transferred  to  the  government  of  Virginia. 

The  year  1771  was  also  marked  by  the  founding  of 
the  New  York  Hospital.  The  first  regular  meeting,  after 
its  organization,  was  held  on  the  24th  of  July,  1771.  The 
hospital  began  by  the  reception  of  lunatics,  and  patients 
who  were  suffering  from  small-pox  and  syphilis.  Fractures 
and  maniacs  appeared  together  on  the  reports  of  diseases. 
In  1798,  the  governors  announced  that  the  hospital  was, 
properly,  an  infirmary  for  the  reception  of  such  persons 
as  require  ' first,  medical  treatment ; second,  chirurgical 
manafcement ; third,  for  maniacs ; and  fourth,  for  lvini2:-in 
women.  Two  hundred  pounds  were  voted  as  the  begin- 
ning of  a library.  The  meetings  of  the  governors  were 
held  for  a long  time  at  Bolton’s  tavern,  or  at  the  Coffee- 
house. Bolton’s  was  celebrated  for  fifty  years  as  a place 
of  resort,  like  our  modern  Delmonico’s,  and  was  still  better 
known  as  Sam  Francis’s  tavern.  Here  Washiim'ton  bade 

O 

farewell  to  his  officers,  December  4th,  1783.  The  building 
is  still  standing  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Broad  and  Pearl 
Streets.  The  Coffee-house,  sometimes  called  “ The  Mer- 
chants’ Coffee-house,”  stood  on  the  south-east  corner  of 
Wall  and  Water  Streets,  recently  occiqiied  by  the  Journal 
of  Commerce.  The  slip  near  it  was  known  as  ‘‘  Coffee-house 
Slip,”  at  the  foot  of  Wall  Street.  The  meal  or  Hour  mar- 
ket was  close  by.  The  river  then  came  up  to  Water 
Street.  When  the  governors  purchased  the  five  acres  on 
which  they  built  in  1771  (a  part  of  the  Rutgers  farm),  the 
sjTDt  selected  was  upon  a spur  or  hill,  surrounded  on  three 
sides  by  marshes. 

The  water  of  two  ponds,  oF‘‘  kolcks,”  frequently  over- 
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Howed  meadows  where  now  is  the  corner  of  Pearl  and 
Chatham  Streets,  so  that  ferry-boats  were  used.  Putgers 
had  suffered  so  lamentably  with  fever  and  ague  that  he 
had  some  years  before  prayed  the  King  for  a better  title 
to  his  marshes,  so  that  he  might  sell  them  to  somebody 
willimi:  to  make  drains,  because  the  inhabitants  lost  one- 
third  of  their  time  by  sickness.  Governor  George  Clinton 
complained,  in  1746,  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  that  his 
son  had  an  ague  and  fever  about  ten  months,  which  had 
worn  him  to  nothing.  Where  the  Astor  House  stands, 
there  was,-  in  1780,  an  encampment  of  negro  slaves  who 
had  been  enticed  by  Lord  Dunmore  from  Virginia.  They 
died  in  large  numbers  of  srnall-pox,  and  were  buried  where 
Stewart’s  store,  corner  of  Broadway  and  Reade  Street,  now 
stands.  .John  Quincy  Adams  saw  New  York  in  1785  for 
the  first  time,  and  found  the  city  had  then  but  18,000 
inhabitants.  He  says  that  while  he  tarried  at  John  Jay’s, 
that  gentleman  was  laying  the  foundation  of  a house  on 
Broadway,  a quarter  of  a mile  from  any  other  dwelling. 
Mr.  Jay  lived  nearly  opposite  the  hospital.  In  1780,  a 
duel  was  fought  behind  the  hospital,  as  the  most  retired 
spot  for  the  purpose.  The  cow-pastures  extended  from 
Grand  Street  down  to  the  hospital,  which  adjoined  the 
Ranelcagh  Gardens.  Bevond  St.  Paul’s  church  were  fields, 
orchards,  and  swamps.  G.  W.  P.  Custis,  who  was  a mem- 
ber of  Washington’s  family  while  tiie  President  resided  in 
New  York,  spoke  of  St.  Paul’s  church  as  quite  out  of  town, 
and  of  playing  on  a fine  green  common  where  the  Park 
Th  eater  stood. 

William  A.  Duer,  in  his  reminiscences  that  began  after 
the  war,  in  1784,  speaks  of  having  often  passed  on  skates 
from  the  “kolck”  under  the  bridge  at  Broadway  and 
Canal  Street;  and,  pursuing  the  outlet  to  the  meadows, 
tie  would  proceed  over  them  to  the  north  beyond  Hudson 
Square,  and  to  the  south  as  far  as  Duane  Street,  then 
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Barclay  Street,  in  the  rear  of  the  hospital.  Our  predeces- 
sors were  men  who  had  faith  in  the  growth  of  New  York. 
They  knew  that  malaria  would  disappear  with  drainage  ; 
and  so  they  ventured,  in  1771,  to  build  their  hospital  out 
of  town,  on  elevated  ground,  having  eight  beds  in  a ward, 
as  Jehu  Howard  proved  to  be  right,  in  Europe,  fourteen 
years  afterward.  The  lands  purchased  a century  ago  still 
remain  unsold,  and  are  not  unlikely  to  yield  a rental 
which  may  enable  the  society  largely  to  increase  its  use- 
fulness, while  so,  responsible  a trust  imposes  upon  the 
governors  the  duty  of  careful  inquiry  into  the  manner  of 
establishing  the  best  possible  hospital,  for  it  will  be  in 
their  power  to  afford  every  means  of  cure  that  science 
shall  point  out. 

Three  years  were  employed  in  selecting  the  place  and 
choosing  the  proper  kind  of  buildings  for  the  Asylum  for 
the  Insane.  Beginning  in  July,  1815,  various  sites  were 
chosen  and  abandoned.  Long  Island,  Great  Barren  Island, 
lands  on  the  East  River  and  on  Harlem  Heights,  were  ex- 
amined. Twenty-six  reports  of  committees  were  noted  in 
the  minutes  of  as  many  meetings  before  the  buildings  were 
begun.  Seventy-seven  acres  were  bought.  Thirty-seven 
of  them  were  sold.  A debt  of  $137,000  was  incurred,  and 
a sinking-fimd  established,  whicli  finally  discharged,  in 
1845,  the  entire  debt,  leaving  the  asylum,  with  nearly 
forty  acres  of  land,  free  of  incumbrances,  as  it  now 
remains.  So  favorable  to  longevity  has  the  locality 
proved,  that  four  patients  who  died  there  had  been  in- 
mates fifty -eight,  fifty-three,  lifty-one,  and  forty-four  years, 
respectively.  The  pressure  of  the  city  has  compelled  the 
asylum  to  seek  ampler  space  elsewhere.  Created  by  the 
enlightened  exertions  of  eininent  surgeons  and  physicians, 
the  New  York  Hospital  has  always  honored  them  and 
their  successors.  The  oldest  names  that  have  shed  luster 
upon  American  science  have  been  connected  with  our 
30  . 
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institution.  The  most  wonderful  triumphs  of  surgery  have 
been  achieved  within  its  walls  and  by  members  of  its 
staff..  The  fame  of  Mott,  Stevens,  Rogers,  Hosack,  Post, 
Smith,  Gordon  Buck,  and  many  others,  belongs  to  the  his- 
tory of  our  hospital,  and  is  our  proudest  possession.  The 
old  hospital  will  ever  seek  to  derive  its  chief  honor  from 
such  supporters,  and  to  afford  them  the  widest  field  for  the 
exercise  of  their  talents  and  for  gathering  fresh  laurels.’^* 
Connected  with  the  history  of  the  New  York  Hospi- 
tal is  an  episode  which  may  not  be  omitted,  as  it  also 
forms  a portion  of  the  history  of  the  city.  It  was  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1788,  that  a riot  occurred,  which,  although 
afterward  facetiously  called  “ The  Doctor’s  Mob,”  yet,  at 
the  time,  was  no  laughable  matter,  and,  indeed,  threatened 
to  be  very  serious  in  its  consequences.  The  public  mind 
had  a few  weeks  previously  been  thrown  into  great  excite- 
ment by  the  discovery  that  a number  of  dead  bodies  had 
been  stolen  from  the  different  cemeteries  of  the  city  by 
medical  students.  This  circumstance  had  considerably  agi- 
tated the  public  mind;  ‘‘and  it  was  further  provoked,”  says 
Judge  Duer,  “by  the  reckless  and  wanton  imprudence  of 
some  young  surgeons  at  the  hospital,  who  from  one  of  the 
upper  windows  exhibited  the  dissected  arm  of  a subject  to 
some  boys  who  were  at  play  on  the  green  below.  One  of 
them,  whose  curiosity  was  thus  excited,  mounted  upon  a 
ladder  used  for  some  repairs,  and,  as  he  reached  the  win- 
dow, was  told  by  one  of  the  doctors  to  look  at  his  mothcrh 
arm.  Jt  happened,  unfortunately,  that  the  boy’s  mother 
had  recently  died,  and  the  horror  which  had  now  taken 
the  place  of  his  curiosity'  induced  him  to  run  to  his  father, 
who  was  at  work  as  a mason  at  a buildine;  in  Bi’oadwav 

O V 

(no  doubt  on  Saturdays  April  12th),  with  the  information 

I ^ 

* Addre-ss  of  Mr.  James  ^V^  Beekman,  delivered  before  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  on  the  ‘J  ltli  of  July,  ISTl,  on  tlu'  occasion  of  the  celebration  of 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  fouudin;,^  of  the  New  York  Hospital. 


'.YTi3'iS^“ 

m 


r JT  0T8I II 


i i.i  1 ^V*’  u'ii‘'Tvi^  biliJ 

^,.irO.U.  ■ 

. / v;  .4/1  tEjiij  ib..'  '■■'■7' 'Icsiii 

v.i 

,i  -9'd-  ‘loa  'll' 

eiif  -.  ■ 

.,•  -I  . ^9 'odi  V 

V»  . ■)  •' 

'7»^W  ^t^JHY'KE  'un  i.  ;h< 

'rjii 

jjrfT'  . 

mu’/i  ‘io(iod^\sid^'&|i«y>fe^  >teoa:«if3i^r9  % r.Aln.odm 

>jdt  ncVi-  r>/  >Il  -'''^^iw  $fi'1  -0t^i|  fe'v'/flis  o^' fon.ii,«.^t-v.- 

[>d  ibiii  10 
i^itf  b^lsannoO 
ff  oi^^icjo  gs 
rio  rroitiivl  i^  ^miol,- 

^ :.  u.m0U  ;inqi~ %; 

' ,i»^!!a>‘_^|«0<^- ;:!  ^h^i--ii>y 

fe0ajj*r;!iji  -^yi;V(au-''-I  C'«  ^■'>‘'<'  ‘-••^^'’  '■- 

B«i(ii  oikHm  ^liT  ■■  ^I  m-niiMv^  :im-i  <>} 

■.«ii-.V3  Jj.:iJ;^oiHi  Hi  vl-t;«U7S^  H>i&:--«  v/c;i  il  .,)i:ii 

h,-,.r.  ':-itK-i!  hlK.b  lH  R^i,!;:-:'^:  " Hf:,h  ri-j  . ’(tfi^ai  ' 

'’  ’'■  'i^~  'i'H  ■ i ' r.'H  .'fl'3 '-.(iJib  Hit  llUyJ:  IE  ‘ioji;  '‘H'-Hi 

-]•«  ■■  V .. : ..  ; .H.;bilO&  AW  ‘Hi  iV  :>  ■!?•.  UeO;;  r -lU 

' «",,  ^:.::n..'Vo;.;.T:.Hl  ■■iitbfq  i..i-l  I '.»<M  . 

■)Hl'H*ilit'  ;E  V*i  iHa  , I'fuCX 

-,ay  OH  3“««-/  ynioB 

m v^~' ' 

r; -Efoqa:-:b(»*nt*)(a  :.rH,it '4>?r«  .({jiaohir  ■-'■-o  ^ 

: . ,.bMV»y--nj;qy-i  pg!4  ifHv‘1 

"5  ■r.\vV'v^  i'n\  Ivj  <•  ■ • H.■■^,:^^:4^y■■’H '!<J  &no.,^|..|»iol  >,'J'W  ,-wofo 

Tidl  Hi'  .iirixHh-./i  . .bW-V-iit!  t-(. 

. \-4Kt  filrti  rIt.bivi:TH'rr4«i  -hU  U.n  ^A 

Hlbjtaa  feh;  . r'mn  : i;b  ‘ 'immTM  H,nJ  0-.  y-.'q  y{f} 

Vi.f.'f  '-ia-  J*,H,;:vy  (Jii;« 

.-  :’M.  ‘ . aifHiQEO^mi^tditukw) 

.ni.n.:>-.l  '«  t-.m%-iV.  Js  simfeA  » 

• -H,  » ,-.  -. . •*.-' . ■:■-'•  ^ f* 

4m«g»  ’ ' i '<a»i  •imtiA-j.  iw 

■■  ■'  . .•■•  -1- , v„v  '•.  ■■■■'■•  iH'  h>i.!:>.U  ' :■  3^  ■ -*r- '■ ' ■ ■-,  - 


^ V r T.;  - I 

|^,:||..;:t.;,  ^ -:/k.3bmW 

' «i'  c?-  • ; 'fio  q vi 5 •-;/  ^ J4:>d  9U i.c : • 

1>  yY  fS  ! t > 


HrSTORlf  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


235 


of  what  he  had  seen  and  heard.  Upon  receiving  the  intel- 
ligence, the  father  repaired  to  his  wife^s  grave,  and,  upon 
opening  it,  found  that  the  body  had  been  removed.  He 
returned  forthwith  to  the  place  where  he  had  been  at  work, 
and  informed  his  fellow-laborers  of  the  circumstances : 
their  indignation  and  horror  at  the  relation  were  nearly 
equal  to  his  own.  Armed  with  the  tools  of  tiieir  trade, 
they  marched  in  a body  to  the  hospital,  gathering  recruits 
by  the  ^^^ay,  in  number  amounting  to  a formidable  mob.” 
On  arriving  at  the  spot,  the  hospital  itself  was  surrounded 
by  the  excited  crowd,  who,  bursting  open  the  doors,  de- 
stroyed a remarkably  choice  collection  of  specimens  in  the 
anatomical  museum,  which  had  been  brought  from  abroad. 
The  physicians  themselves  were  dragged  from  their  places 
of  concealment,  and  would  have  been  hung  up  on  the  spot, 
had  they  not  been  rescued  and  lodged  in  the  jail  for  safety. 
This,  however,  although  it  saved  the  lives  of  the  physi- 
cians, only  exasperated  the  populace  still  more.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  upon  their  demand 
for  the  ‘surrender  of  the  physicians  into  their  hands 
having  been  refused,  they  attacked  the  few  military  that 
had  been  chilled  out  to  defend  the  jail,  broke  the  windows, 
tore  down  the  fences,  and  swore  to  take  the  lives  of 
every  physician  in  the  city.  Matters  at  length  became  so 
serious  that  the  citizens  armed  themselves,  and,  accompa- 
nied by  the  Mayor,  turned  out  in  a body  to  relieve  the 
party  defending  the  jail.  Before  proceeding  to  violent 
measures,  however,  Clinton,  Hamilton,  Jay,  Baron  Steu- 
ben, and  other  ])rominent  citizens,  endeavored  to  appease 
the  popular  fury,  but  in  vain.  Still,  the  Mayor  hesitated 
to  give  the  order  to  tire;  and  it  was  not  until  John  Jay 
apd  Baron  Steuben  had  both  been  severely  wounded  by 
stones  (the  latter,  indeed,  felled  to  the  ground),  that  the 
order  was  given.  Five  rioters  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at 
the  lirst  lire;  several  wci-e  wounded,  and  the  remainder 
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quickly  dispersed.*  The  brigade  under  General  Malcom 
and  Colonel  Bauman’s  artillery  were  out  several  days  and 
nights  after  in  detachments ; but  the  mob  did  not  again 
collect,  and  the  peace  of  the  city  was  restored. 

The  General  Assembly,  which  had  been  prorogued  to 
the  7th  day  of  August,  1771,  was  now  further  prorogued 
from  time  to  time  to  the  7th  of  January,  1772, 
when  it  again  met,  and,  on  the  8tb,  the  session 
was  opened  for  business  by  a speech  from  the  new  Gov- 
ernor, of  a mild  and  conciliatory  character,  llis  arrival 
had  been  greeted  by  affectionate  addresses  of  congratu- 
lation, to  which  he  referred  with  apparent  warmth.  His 
recent  cruel  conduct  in  North  Carolina  was  then  justified 
as  a meritorious  effort  to  preserve  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  ; and,  in  seeming  mockery,  his  late  wonderful  achieve- 
ment in  that  province — of  dispersing  with  over  one  thou- 
sand armed  troops  an  unarmed  and  inoffensive  crowd— 
was  attributed  to  the  special  favor  of  a kind  Providence. 
The  necessity  of  passing  a good  militia  bill  was  then 
pointed  out ; and  the  thorough  repairing  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  city,  which  had  become  greatly  injured  by  the 
weather,  was  also  recommended  as  worthy  of  immediate 
attention.  Influenced  only,”  he  added,  with  consum- 
mate flattery,  ‘‘by  principles  that  flow  from  an  honest 
heart,  I feel  an  ardent  desire  to  co-operate  with  you  in 
every  measure  that  will  best  promote  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  his  majesty’s  Government,  and  advance  the  real 
felicity  of  a people  eminently  distinguished  by  their 
loyalty  to  the  best  of  sovereigns,  and  afiectionate  dis- 

* " A ludicrous  incident,  illustrative  of  the  heijxht  of  the  popular  fury, 
occurred  duriui^  the  riot,  which  was  nearly  attended  by  disastrous  conse- 
quences. n'hile  the  excitement  waa  at  its  height,  a party  of  the  rioters 
cuanced  to  pass  the  house  of  Sir  John  Temple,  then  resident  British  consul  at 
New  York,  and,  mistaking  the  name  of  ‘ Sir  Jolin’  for  ‘ Surgeon,’  attacked  it 
furiously,  and  were  with  diiliculty  restrained  from  leveling  it  to  the  ground.” 
— Miis  Booth’s  History  of  Site  York  City. 
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poj^ition  to  their  mother  country.”  The  address  sent  in  to 
the  Governor  the  House,  on  the  17th,  was  conceived 
in  the  same  spirit  that  dictated  the  opening  speech.  It 
accorded  high  praise  to  the  brief  administration  of  the 
Earl  of  Dunmore,  for  its  equity,  impartiality,  and  disin- 
terestedness ; and  expressed  strong  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dom which  was  to  mark  that  of  his  lordship’s  immediate 
successor  as*  shown  more  particularly  in  his  beneficent 
administration  of  his  former  government ! 

Indeed,  if  seemed  as  if,  in  this  address,  the  last  linger- 
ing embers  of  resistance  to  ministerial  tyranny  in  the 
colony  of  New  York  had  expired.  A few  stanch  patriots, 
such  as  Philip  Schuyler,  it  is  true,  still  remained  in  the 
Assembh' ; but  their  voices  were  powerless  to  turn  back 
the  tide  which  now  rolled  in  from  the  ocean  of  ministerial 
patronage.  William  Tryon,  a man  fully  as  subservient  as 
Hutchinson,  without  his  ability,  backed  by  the  Upper 
House,  and  rendered,  moreover,  independent  of  the  colony 
by  a recent  order  of  the  Crown,  that  his  salary  should 
hereafter  be  paid  from  the  revenue  chest,  was  well  fitted 
for  the  purpose  for  which  he  had  been  transferred  to  the 
chair  lately  occupied  by  the  mild,  but  passive  and  inefficient, 
Dunmore.  Indeed,  if  anything  was  wanting  to  show  the 
subservienc}^  of  the  present  Assembly,  it  was  supplied  by 
the  utter  indifference  with  which  this  attempt  to  render 
the  Executive  independent  of  the  people  was  received.  In 
former  Assemblies,  such  an  aimoimcement  would  have 
been  met  with  an  outburst  of  indignation  before  which  no 
Governor  could  have  stood ; but  now  a message  from 
Tryon,  in  February^  refusing  to  receive  a salary  from  the 
people,  produced  not  a word  of  comment;  and  the  removal 
of  this  strong  bulwark  of  their  liberties  was  quietly 
.acquiesced  in.  Far  different,  however,  was  the  action  of 
the  Assemblies  of  Massachusetts  and  the  other  colonies, 
to  whom  the  ministerial  instruction  in  relation  to  salaries 
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also  extended.  In  the  former  body,  especially,  the  recent 
act  of  Parliament  was  boldly  denounced ; other  colonial 
Legislatures  did  the  same.  New  York  was  silent.  True 
men  looked  on  in  amazement,  and  in  anxious  expectation 
strained  their  eyes  for  the  first  rays  of  the  day-star  of 
hope. 

But  while  the  representatives  of  the  people  were  thus 
unmindful  of  their  liberties,  they  were  more  attentive  to 
the  local  interests  of  the  colony.  At  the  close  of  the 
present  session,  many  praiseworthy  acts  were  passed  ; and 
among  them  one  for  founding  the  present  New  York  Hos- 
pital, and  another  for  dividing  Albany  county  into  tliree 
counties,  Albany,  Tryon,  and  Charlotte. 

Meanwhile,  blind  to  their  own  interests,  the  ministry 
thought  only  of  reducing  their  ‘‘  I’ebollious  subjects  ’’  into 
submission.  Mortified  and  exasperated  at  the  signal  fail- 
ure to  foist  the  Stamp  Act  upon  the  colonists,  they  were 
ready  to  embrace  an}-  scheme  which  promised  to  soothe 
their  wounded  pride.  An  opportunity  for  doing  this  soon 
came.  The  East  India  Company  were  now  suffering 
severely  from  the  eflect  of  the  non-importation  agree- 
ments. Unable  to  make  their  annual  payments  to  the 
Government,  of  £1,400,000,  they  found  themselves,  in  the 
spring  of  1773,  with  seventeen  million  chests  of  tea  on 
their  hands,  on  the  very  verge  of  bankruptcy.  In  this 
state  of  atfairs,  the  company,  in  April,  petitioned  Parlia- 
ment for  permission  to  export  tlieir  teas  to  America,  and 
other  countries,  free  of  duty.  This  rerpiest,  however,  the 
ministry,  jealous  of  relincpiishiiig  in  the  least  their  right 
to  tax  the  colonies,  would  not  grant ; but,  by  a special  act 
of  Parliament  passed  on  the  10th  of  June,  allowed  the 
company  to  ship  their  tea  to  America,  free  of  any  export 
duty — thus  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  company 
to  sell  their  tea  at  a lower  price  in  America  than  in  Eng- 
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land.  No  act  that  the  Home  Government  had  hitherto 
passed,  showed  more  plainly  its  utter  inability  to  compre- 
hend the  great  principle  for  which  the  colonists  were  con- 
tending, than  this.  It  was  clear  that  the  ministry  sup- 
posed that  the  motive  of  the  colonists  in  resisting  taxation 
was  merely  of  a sordid  nature.  This  idea  was  in  itself 
sufficiently  humiliating ; and  now,  when,  by  making  con- 
cessions to  the  East  India  Company,  a direct  attempt  was 
made  to  buy  them  off  by  an  appeal  to  their  pockets,  the 
indignation  of  the  colonists  was  raised  to  the  highest 
pitch. 

The  phan  of  union  as  proposed  by  Yirginia,  and  which 
had  now  been  adopted  by  all  the  New  England  colonies, 
rendered  concert  of  action  much  easier  than  heretofore. 
Accordingly,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  tea-ships 
were  on  their  way  to  America,  measures  were  immediately 
taken  to  prevent  the  landing  of  their  cargoes.  The  non- 
importation agreements,  which  had  of  late  grown  lax, 
became  again  stringent ; and  the  correspondence  between 
the  vigilant  committees  of  the  several  colonies  was 
renewed  with  greater  activity  than  ever.  On  the  18th 
of  October,  1773,  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  assem- 
bled ill  the  State  House ; and,  having  in  several  spirited 
resolutions  denied  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  America, 
and  denounced  the  duty  on  the  tea,  compelled  the  agents 
of  the  East  India  Company,  by  the  mere  force  of  public 
opinion,  to  resign.  In  Boston,  the  patriots  were  no  less 
active.  Town  meetings  were  constantly  held,  and  com- 
mittees appointed  to  confer  with  committees  from  the 
neighboring  towns  upon  the  best  method  of  preventing 
the  landing  and  sale  of  the  teas  exported  from  the  East 
India  Compant.'’  Unlike,  however,  the  excitement  pro- 
duced by  the  Stamp  Act,  everything  was  now  done 
“ decently  and  in  order.’’  The  burning  of  the  Gaspe  in 
the  waters  of  the  Narraganset,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of 
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June,  1772,  was  suggestive.  On  the  night  of  the  IGth  of  ' 
December,  1773,  three  tea-ships,  which  lay  moored  at  Grii'- 
fin’s  Wharf,  were  boarded  by  a party  of  men  di.<- 
guised  as  Mohawk  Indians,  and  their  cargoes,  con-  ’ 
sisting  of  three  hundred  and  forty  chests  of  tea,  tlirown 
into  the  waters  of  the  bay. 

Nor  was  New  York  behind  her  sister  colonies  in  resist- 
ing this  new  feature  of  ministerial  oppression.  Two  days  \ 
after  the  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  the  Sons  of  Liberty  held  | 

.a  public  meeting,  in  which  they  denounced  in  unequivocal  * 

'terms  the  importation  of  the  hateful  article;  and  declared  | 
with  such  effect  that  tea-commissioners  were  fully  as  1 
obnoxious  as  stamp-distributers,  that  the  commissioners  | 
appointed  for  New  York  forthwith  resigned.  Public  sen- 
timent, moreover,  was  not  confined  merely  to  resolves. 

A remark  of  Governor  Tryon,  that  the  tea  should  be 
delivered  to  the  consignees,  even  if  it  was  sprinkled  with 
blood,’’  was  not  calculated  to  pour  oil  upon  the  troulded 
waters ; and  so  soon  as  it  was  known  that  consignments 
of  tea  would  shortly  reach  the  city,  another  mass-meeting 
of  the  citizens  was  held  at  their  old  rendezvous — the 
fields” — to  devise  measures  for  preventing  the  landing  of 
the  tea  from  a vessel  which  was  hourly  expected.  Hardly 
had  the  people  assembled,  when  Whitehead  Hicks,  the 
Mayor,  hastened  to  the  meeting,  charged  with  a message 
from  the  Governor,  to  the  effect  that,  when  the  vessel 
arrived,  the  tea  should  be  publicly  taken  from  the  ship 
into  tl>3  fort,  and  there  kept  until  the  advice  of  the  coun- 
cil could  be  taken,  or  the  King’s  order  could  be  known. 
The  moment  was  critical,  but  John  Lamb — by  whose 
influence  undoubtedly  the  meeting  had  been  called — at 
once  saw  through  the  artifice.  He  immediately  arose  and 
addressee^  the  Assembly.  After  giving  a summary  of  the 
grieviinces  which  had  brought  them  together,  he  read  the 
act  of  Parliament  (which  prescribed  the  payment  of  the 
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(lutv,  if  the  article  was  landed),  and  then  asked,  “Shall 
the  tea  be  landed  1”  A unanimous  “ NO  !”  (repeated  three 
times)  clearly  showed  the  mind  of  his  audience. 

But  this  spirit  of  resistance  to  Parliamentary  usurpa- 
tion was  not  shared  in  by  the  Assembly,  whose  members 
were  more  subservient  than  ever.  Notwithstanding  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor,  they  did  not  hesitate,  in  the 
spring  session,  to  vote  five  thousand  pounds  toward 
rebuilding  the  Government  House,  which  had  been 
recently  destroyed  by  fire ; and,  in  response  to  his  open- 
ing speech,  in  which  they  were  informed  that  he  had  been 
call(^d  home  to  confer  with  the  ministry  in  relation  to  the 
New  Hampshire  grants,  they  expressed  the  hope  that  his 
return  to  a grateful  people  would  be  speedy.  Indeed,  as 
Mr.  Dunlap  remarks,  if  the  number  of  compliments  paid 
liim  upon  his  departure  were  any  test,  it  would  seem  as  if  he 
was  very  much  beloved.  Several  of  the  loyalists  residing 
in  the  city  gave  him  a piddic  dinner ; General  Haldimand, 
who  had  succeeded  Gage  as  Commander-in-Chief,  honored 
him  with  a ball ; corporations  and  societies  vied  in  pre- 
senting addresses ; King’s  College  created  him  a doctor  in 
civil  law;  and  the  General  Assembly  tendered  him  an 
address,  in  . which,  after  expressing  their  appreciation  of 
the  uprightness  and  integrity  of  his  conduct,  they  added, 
in  yet  more  fulsome  eulogy,  that  they  thought  it  their 
duty,  as  the  representatives  of  a free  and  hap})y  people,  to 
pay  this  tribute  of  applause  and  acknowledgment  to  a 
Governor  who  had  so  eminentlv  distinguished  himself  bv 
his  constant  attention  to  their  care  and  prosperity.  The 
Governor,  in  return,  thanked  them  for  their  “ truly  loyal 
and  aftectionate  address ; ” and  having,  on  the  19th  of 
March,  siimmoned  the  General  Assembly  to  his  house, 
he  gave  his  assent  to  the  acts  that  had  been  passed,  and 
closed  the  session  by  prorogation. 

Thus  ended  the  third  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
31 
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colony  and  the  administration  of  Governor  Try  on,  without 
havin<r  in  a single  instance’ come  into  collision  with  his 
excellency,  or  even  with  the  legislative  council,  save  in 
the  matter  of  a disagreement  between  the  two  bodies  in 
respect  to  an  amendment  to  the  militia  bill,  proposed  by 
the  council,  but  to  Yvhich  the  House  disagreed.  An 
attempt  was  made  in  the  council,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
'to  obtain  a 'conference,  but  the  proposition  was  voted 
down.  The  amendment  referred  to,  according  to  the  rea- 
sons of  dissent  recorded  by  Mr.  Smith,  was  an  invasion  of 
the  royal  prerogative  ; and,  had  the  bill  been  passed  in  the 
shape  insisted  upon  by  the  House,  Mr.  Smith  maintiiined 
that  it  would  have  received  the  Governor’s  negative. 
According  to  the  reasons  of  dissent,  the  rejection  of  the 
amendment  of  the  council  evinced  a determination  by  the 
House  to  control  the  action  of  the  Governor  in  command- 
ing the  ser\ices  of  the  militia,  while  there  were  indications 
that  their  services  would  be  required  to  quell  insurrection 
in  the  New  Hampshire  grants.  Mr.  Smith  set  forth  that 
a similar  amendment  sent  to  the  House  in  1772  had  been 
concurred  in  by  that  body,  and  that  no  reason  was  per- 
ceptible justifying  a change  of  sentiments  upon  the  ques- 
tion; and  he  thought  a friendly  conference  might  induce 
the  House  to  yield.  Other  reasons  for  his  assent  were 
given ; and  he  referred  to  oj>en  surmises  abroad,  that  the 
Legislature  was  losing  its  confidence  in  the  Governor,  and 
the  loss  of  the  bill  with  the  provision  in  question  might 
be  viewed  as  an  evidence  that  the  Legislature  had  not 
been  “ sincere  in  the  testimonials  they  had  given  and 
justly  awarded  to  his  excellency  for  an  administration 
wise  and  impartial,  fair  \ind  generous,  and  steadily  con- 
ducted upon  principles  unijiased  by  party  feuds,  and 
acknowledged  to  be  equally  friendly  to  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  and  the  weal  of  the  colony.”  But  the  conference 
was  not  asked,  and,  in  fact,  there  was  no  collision. 
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This  profound  tranquility  “which  had  succeeded  the 
election  of  the  present  General  Assembly  in  1770,  was  the 
niore  remarkable  for  the  raging  of  the  political  elements 
ail  around  New  York,  and  from  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  preceding  Assembly  had  been  dissolved,  and 
the  feelings  attending  the  new  election.  The  preceding 
Assembly  had  been  dissolved  for  its  strong  declaration  of 
those  constitutional  principles  which  had  been  planted  in 
the  bosoms  of  the  colonists  from  their  settlement,  and 
which  were  striking  deeper  root  every  hour ; and  yet, 
neither  under  Sir  Henry  Moore,  who  had  dissolved  the 
preceding  and  summoned  the  present  Legislature,  nor 
under  Lord  Dunmore,  nor  under  Governor  Try  on,  had  a 
breeze  moved  upon  the  political  waters,  so  far  as  the  Leg- 
islature was  concerned,  save  only  by  its  concurrence  in 
the  Virginia  resolutions  of  Maj^,  1769;  nor  did  that  act 
of  concurrence  occasion  any  visible  agitation.  But  it  was 
the  deep,  solemn  calm,  which  often  precedes  the  lightning 
and  the  whirlwind ! 

But  the  storm  \vas  to  break  sooner  than  was  antici- 
pated. The  utterances  of  James  Otis  and  Patrick  Henry 
liad  created  a tide  of  public  feeling  which  ordinary  barri- 
ers were  powerless  to  resist.  Events  followed  each  other 
in  startling  rapidity.  On  the  night  of  the  22d  of  April, 
1774,  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  following  the  examide 

. . 1TT4. 

of  their  Boston  neighbors,  and,  like  them,  also  dis- 
guised as  Mohawks,  threw  over  a cargo  of  tea,  brought 
by  the  Nanc/j^  into  the  waters  of  New  York  Bay.  New 
York,  imitating  the  example  of  her  sister  colonies,  formed 
a Provincial  Congress  in  opposition  to  the  regular  Assem- 
bly, whose  members  stifl  remained  lukewarm,  and  ap- 
pointed five  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which 
liad  already  convened  in  Philadelphia.  Tryon,  in  amaze 
at  the  turn  affairs  had  taken,  sailed,  as  we  have  seen,  for 
England,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1774,  to  represent  to  the 
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ministry  the  alarming  state  of  things  in  the  colonies.  The 
Province  of  New  York  was  ordered  by  the  Continental 
Congress  to  contribute  her  quota  of  three  thousand  men 
to  the  general  defense.  The  battle  of  Lexington  had  been 
followed  by  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill ; the  brave  Mont- 
gomery was  preparing  to  undertake  his  ill-fated  expedition 
against  Quebec ; and  Putnam,  and  Heath,  and  Pomeroy, 
•and  a score  of  brave  spirits,  laid  close  siege  to  Boston. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  wdien  Washington, 
on  the  21st  of  June,  1775,  set  out  from  Philadelphia  for 
Boston,  with  the  purpose  of  taking  New  York  in 
Pis  way.  All  disguise  had  now  been  thrown  ofl'; 
and  it  was  his  purpose  to  place  that  important  post  under 
the  command  of  one  of  his  generals  upon  whom  he  could 
rely.'  But  the  approach  of  Washington  toward  the  city 
threw  the  Provincial  Congress  into  a quandary.  It  had 
usurped  the  powers  of  Governor  Tryon  in  his  absence, 
while  professing,  at  the  same  time,  a semi-loyalty  to  the 
parent  Government.  To  add,  also,  to  its  perplexity, 
Tryon,  who  had  just  arrived  from  England,  was  in  the 
lower  bay,  and  might  arrive  at  the  wharf  at  any  moment. 
A middle  course  was  therefore  adopted.  The  militia  was 
ordered  out,  and  the  commanding  officer  directed  “to  pay 
military  honors  to  whichever  of  the  distinguished  func- 
tionaries should  first  arrive. As  it  chanced,  Washinaton 
arrived  first  on  the  25th,  and  was  escorted  into  the  city 
by  a committee  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  whom  he 
had  been  met  at  Newark.  As  soon  as  the  customary  mili- 
tary honors  had  been  paid,  Peter  Van  Burgh  Livingston, 
as  President  of  the  New  York  Congress,  advanced  and 
delivered  a congratulatory  address.  “ Confiding  in  you, 
sir,^'  said  the  speaker,  “ and  in  the  worthy  generals  under 
your  command,  we  have  the  most  flattering  hopes  of  suc- 
cess in  the  glorious  struggle  for  American  liberty,  and  the 
fullest  assurances  that  whenever  this  important  contest 
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?liall  be  decided  by  that  fondest  wish  of  each  American 
soul,  an  accommodation  with  our  mother  country,  you 
will  cherfully  resign  the  important  deposit  committed  into 
your  hands  and  resume  the  character  of  our  worthiest 
ycitizeii.’’ 

Hardly  had  these  honors  been  paid  to  Washington, 
when,  at  eight  o’clock  of  the  same  eyening,  Try  on  landed, 
and  was  in  turn  greeted  by  the  same  militia,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, by  the  Maj'or  and  Common  Council,  who,  by  their 
transports  of  loj'alty,  seemed  anxious  to  neutralize,  as  far 
as  })ossible,  the  reception  giyen  a few  hours  preyious  to 
\yashington.  Meanwhile,  the  latter,  haying  placed  the 
city  under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler,  departed  for 
Boston,  leaying  the  citizens  in  great  doubt  as  to  the  future 
steps  vyhich  would  be  taken  by  Tryon. 

Their  suspense,  howeyer,  was  to  be  short.  The  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  regarding  the  guns  in  the  battery  as  a 
stiinding  menace  to  the  patriot  party,  and  wishing  them 
for  the  defense  of  the  Highlands,  ordered  their  remoyal. 
The  indomitable  Lamb,  at  tlie  head  of  his  Liberty  Boys, 
among  whom  was  Alexander  Hamilton,  at  once  volun- 
teered for  this  service ; and,  in  the  face  of  the  guns  of  the 
Asia^  which  opened  her  batteries  upon  the  party,  succeeded 
in  carrying  away  to  a place  of  safety  the  whole  of  the 
pieces  of  cjinnon,  twenty-one  in  number.  This  event  at 
once  brought  things  to  a crisis  ; and  the  Governor,  alarmed 
for  his  personal  safety  among  an  incensed  populace,  took 
refuge  x)ii  board  of  the  Asia. 

Meanwhile,  the  Assembly  of  New  York,  not  wishing 
to  join  in  the  radical  action  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
and  yet  feeling  fceenly  the  course  of  the  parent  Govern- 
ment, had  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Crown  a memorial  for 
a redress  of  their  grievances — a fact  which  the  ministry 
soon  learned,  and  not  without  mortification.  AYe  claim,” 
the  address  said,  in  conclusion,  ‘M)ut  a restoration  of  the 
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rights  which  we  enjoyed  bj*  general  consent  before  the 
.close  of  the  last  war ; we  desire  no  more  than  a continua- 
tion of  the  ancient  government,  to  which  we  are  enti- 
tled by  the  principles  of  the  British  Constitution,  and  by 
which  alone  can  be  secured  to  us  the  rights  of  English- 
men.” The  address  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons' by  Mr.  Burke,  but  was  never  called  up.  Incensed 
at  this  insult  to  themselves,  those  faint  hearts  in  the 
Assembly  who  had  heretofore  wavered,  now  boldly  joined 
the  patriots;  and  when,  on  the  10th  of  July,  1770, 
the  news  was  received  in  the  city  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  the  enthusiasm  was  well-nigh  universal 
— almost  all  hastening  to  aid  General  Putnam  (who  had 
succeeded  Lee  in  the  command)  in  fortifying  the  city. 
The  principal  fortilications  were  as  follow : A grand  bat- 
tery of  twenty-three  guns  was  erected  directly  south  of 
the  Bowling  Green ; McDougalks  battery  of  four  guns 
stood  on  a little  eminence  to  the  west  of  Trinity  Church. 
On  the  East-Iliver  side  were  Coenties’  battery,  Water- 
bury’s  battery,  Badlam’s  battery  of  eight  guns  near  the 
Jewish  burial-ground  on  Chatham  Street,  and  the  Inde- 
pendent battery  on  a slight  elevation  on  the  corner  of  the 
present  Grand  and  Center  Streets.  ‘‘  Breast-works  were 
also  erected  at  Peck,  Beekman,  Burling,  and  Old  Slips; 
at  tlie  Coiiee-house,  the  Exchange,  and  in  Broad  Street.” 
Ditches  were  cut  across  the  island  from  .the  East  to  the 
North  River;  and,  at  the  same  time,  strong  fortifications 
were  thrown  up  on  Governor’s  Island,  Paulus  Hook  (Jei'- 
sey  City),  Brooklyn  Heights,  and  Long  Island. 

These  fortifications  were  erected  at  the  suirirestion  of 
the  Comniander-in-Chief,  who,  rightly  anticipoting,  on  the 
evacuation  of  Boston  by  General  Howe,  that  his  next  point 
of  attack  would  be  New  York,  detached  General  Greene, 
with  a portion  of  the  army,  to  put  Long  Island  and  the 
harbor  of  New  York  in  a posture  of  defense.  AYashington 
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followed  soon  afterward  himself,  and  established  his  head- 
(juarters  in  the  city.  Having  been  joined  by  his  brother, 
Lord  Howe,  as  commander  of  the  fleet  at  Halifax,  General 
(afterward  Sir  William)  Howe  arrived  wflth  his  reinforce- 
ments off  Sandy  Hook — the  latter  on  the  25th  of  June, 
1776,  and  the  former  on  the  12th  of  the  following  month. 
General  Clinton  arriving  at  about  the  same  time  from  the 
unsuccessful  attempt  against  Charleston  with  xVdmiral 
Hotham,  the  combined  forces  of  the  enemy  now  amounted 
to  nearly  twenty-four  thousand  men,  including  the  Hes- 
sians. 

» 

On  the  22d  of  August,  the  British  army  landed  upon 
Long  Island  at  Gravesend.  The  American  army,  consist- 
ing of  fifteen  thousand  men,  under  Sullivan,  was  encamped 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Brooklyn.  The  battle  of  Long 
Island,  wdiich  w^as  severely,  though  ineffectually,  contested 
by  the  American  forces  under  Sullivan  and  Lord  Stirling, 
was  fought  on  the  27th  of  August.  On  the  30th,  the 


kip’s  bay  uorsE, 


Americans  effected  a masterly -retreat  across  the  East 
River  to  New  York.  The  enemy  made  immediate  dispo- 
sitions to  attack  tiie  city ; and  a hasty  evacuation  was 
deemed  advisable.  The  British  fleet  was  divided  into  two 
squadrons,  one  of  which  entered  the  East  and  die  other 
the  North  River.  Under  cover  of  the  former.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  crossed  from  Long  Island  and  lauded  at  Kip’s 
Ba}’  with  such  celerity  that  the  xVmericans  fled  in  disorder. 
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Indeed,  the  evacuation  resembled  rather  a flight  than  a 
retreat— all  the  heavy  artillery,  military  stores,  baggage, 
and  provisions,  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  A 
large  portion  of  the  American  forces,  at  that  time,  con- 
sisted of  militia,  the  conduct  of  which  was  scandalous 
beyond  endurance.  They  deserted,  not  only  in  small 
numbers,  but  in  companies  and  squadrons,  whenever  they 
could ; and  their  conduct,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  or 
rather  when  running  from  the  faces  of  the  enemy,  was 
most  cowardly.  So  disorderly  was  their  demeanor,  and 
SO  like  poltroons  did  they  behave  when  flying  from  Sir 
flenry  Clinton,  that  even  Washington  himself  lost  his 
patience,  and  was  excited  to  a degree  of  hot  exasperation. 
In  writing  from  Harlem  Heights  to  a friend.  General 
Greene  said  that  “ two  brigades  of  militia  ran  away  from 
about  fifty  men,  leaving  the  Comniander-in-Chief  on  the 
ground,  within  eighty  yards  of  the  enemy,  so  vexed  with 
the  conduct  of  his  troops  that  he  sought  death  rather  than 
life.  His  attempts  to  stop  them  w^ere  fruitless.  He  drew 
his  sword  and  threatened  to  run  them  through,  and 
cocked  and  snapped  his  pistols.*  But  all  his  exertions 
were  to  no  purpose.'’  In  a letter  upon  the  subject  of  this 
infamous  conduct  of  the  militia,  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, the  Conunander-in-Chief  declared  that,  ‘Avere  he 
called  to  give  his  opinion  upon  oath,  he  should  say  that 
militia  did  more  injury  to  the  service  than  good.’’ 

General  Greene  strongly  urged  the  destruction  of  the 
city  by  fire — a measure  afterward  so  elfectively  adopted 
by  Count  Rostopchin,  Governor  of  the  ancient  capital 
of  Muscovy,  to  arrest  the  career  of  Napoleon — that  tlie 
enemy  miglit  be  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  establishing 
their  winter-quarters  therein.  His  reasons  for  this  meas- 
ure were  sound,  and  ought,  doubtless,  to  have  been 

* Mr.  Bancroft,  it  is  true,  discredits  this  stiitement ; but,  it  seems  to  me, 
without  sutlicieni  reason. 
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adopted,  Washington,  also,  was  believed  to  be  of  the 
snno  opinion,  especially  as  two-thirds  of  the  property 
which  it  was  proposed  to  destroy,  belonged  to  undisguised 
luvalists.  But  Congress  would  not  allow  the  sacrifice; 
and,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1776,  the  City  of  New 


VIEW  FROM  FORT  LEE. 


York  was  in  full  possession  of  the  British — General 
Washington  having  retired  with  the  army  to  King’s 
Bridge. 

For  several  weeks,  Washington  occupied  Harlem 

Ileiglits  above  Manhattanville,  residing  meanwhile  at  the 
32 
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house  of  Colonel  Roger  Morris  (between  160th  and  16 1st 
Streets) ; while  Colonel  Cadwallader,  with  eight  hun- 
dred men,  was  posted  along  the  lower  lines  which  crossed 
the  island.  At  length,  on  the  15th  of  November,  an 
attack  being  made  by  the  enemy  under  Lord  Percy,  Cad- 
wallader held  them  in  check  on  Harlem  Plains  for  more 
than  an  hour  and  a half,  until  Washington  had  been  able 
to  cross  the  Hudson  from  Fort  Lee,  reconnoitre  the  ’ 
position,  and  return  in  safety.  But  the  gallant  efforts 
of  Cadwallader  were  of  no  avail ; for  Lord  Percy,  having 
been  reinforced,  ruined  the  position  of  his  adversary, 
»and,  compelling  him  to  retreat  to  Fort;  Washington 
(already  in  possession  of  the  British),  made  him  prisoner. 
The  capture  of  Fort  Washington  compelled  that  of  Fort 
Lee.  “ Washington  retreated  with  his  troops  through  the 
Jerseys,  and  the  struggle  for  liberty  in  New  York  was 
over.” 

It  would  seem,  however,  as  if  the  idea  of  firing  the 
city — though  given  up  by  Washington  and  Greene — was 
still  cherished  by  some  of  the  residents  of  the  city. 

' Scarcely  had  the  British  lairly  taken  possession,  when,  on 
the  night  of  the  20th  of  Septemljer — ;Only  six  days  after 
they  had  marched  in — a terrific  fire  broke  out,  which  was 
not  subdued  until  one  thousand  houses,  or  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  cit}’,  were  reduced  to  ashes. ^ The  fii’e  was 
first  discovered  in  a low  dram-shop,  tenanted  by  abandoned 
men  and  women ; but,  in  a few  minutes  afterward,  flames 
were  seen  to  break  forth  from  several  other  buildings, 
lying  in  different  directions,  at  the  same  moment.  For 
some  time  previous,  the  weather  had  been  dry;  and  at  the 
moment,  a brisk  southerly  wind  prevailing,  and  tlie  build- 

* Haprb  Gaine,  in  Iiis  U/iiversal  Pu gider  U)V  1T87,  states  that  before 
fire  the  city  contained  about  four  thousand  two  hundred  houses,  and  thirty 
thousand  inhabitants. 
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tjigs  being  of  wood  and  covered  with  shingles,  the  flames 
fcooii  caught  the  neighboring  houses  and  spread  with  incon- 
ceivable rapidity.  The  fire  swept  up  Broad  and  Beaver 
iStreets  to  Broadway,  and  thence  onward,  consuming  all 


VIEW  ON  WASHINGTON  HEIGHTS, 


that  portion  of  the  town  lying  on  the  North  River,  until 
the  flames  were  stopped  by  the  grounds  of  King’s  (Colum- 
bia) College  at  Mortkile  Street,  now  Barclay.  St.  Paul’s 
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Church,  at  one  time,  was  in  great  danger.  Fortunately, 
however,  the  roof  was  flat,  with  a balustrade  on  the  eaves. 
Taking  advantage  of  this  circumstance,  a number  of  citi- 
zens went  into  the  balustrade  and  extinguished  the  Hakes 
of  fire  as  they  fell  on  the  roof  Trinity  Church,  with  the 
Lutheran  Chapel,  on  the  opposite  corner  of  Rector  Street, 
was  also  destroyed.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Inglis  was  then  rector 
of  Trinity ; and  with  this  sacred  edifice,  his  parsonage  and 
the  Charity  School — two  large  buildings — were  consumed, 
entailing  a loss  of  church  property  to  the  value  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  pounds.  The  organ  of  Trinity,  alone,  cost 
’ eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

the  present  day,  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the 
fire  was  or  was  not  the  result  of  incendiarism  on  the  part 
of  disaffected  Americans.  Even  reliable  contemporaneous 
W'riters  difier  widely  in  their  opinion  on  the  subject,  some 
affirming  positively  that  the  city  was  set  on  fire,  and  others, 
again,  quite  as  positively  affirming  the  contrary.  For 
ourselves,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  fire  was  the 
result  of  a deliberate  design ; nor,  if  the  newspapers  and 
private  correspondence  of  the  day  can  be  believed,  is  there 
much  room  left  for  doubt.  According  to  these  authorities, 
one  man  was  seized  in  the  act  of  setting  fire  to  the  col- 
lege, *who  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  employed  foi' 
the  purpose.  A New-Eugland  captain,  who  was  seized  at 
the  same  time  with  matches  in  his  pocket,  also  acKiiowh 
edged  the  same.  One  White,  a carpenter,  was  observed  to 
cut  the  leather  buckets  which  conveyed  the  water.  The 
next  day,  Saturday,”  says  Steadman,  in  his  history  of  the 
American  War,  “a  great  many  cart-loads  of  bundles  of 
pine-sticks  dipped  in  brimstone  Avere  found  concealed  in 
cellars  of  houses  to  which  the  incendiaries  had  not  had 
time  to  set  fire.”  The  rebels,”  says  the  Rev.  Charles 
Inglis,  in  writing  on  the  same  suliject,  a few  days  after,  to 
the  Venerable  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
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in  Foreign  Parts,  “ carried  off  all  the  bells  in  the  city, 
partly  to  convert  them  into  cannon  and  partly  to  prevent 
notice  being  given  speedily  of  the  destruction  they  medi- 
tated against  the  city  by  fire,  when  it  began.  * * Several 
rebels  secreted  themselves  in  the  houses  to  execute  the 
diabolical  purpose  of  destroying  the  city.’’  Notwithstand- 
ing, however,  this  seeming  mass  of  testimony,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  obtain  legal  proof  sufficient  to  fasten  the  act 


upon  any  particular  individual — for  all  who  had  been 
caught  at  the  time  with  matches,  &c.,  had  been  killed  on 
the  spot  by  the  enraged  soldiery — and  the  result  was, 
that  several  of  the  citizens,  who  had  been  arrested  and 
imprisoned  on  the  charge  of  being  the  incendiaries,  were 
acquitted. 
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The  history  of  New  York  city  during  its  occupation 
by  the  Britisli  is  not  one  that  Americans  can  recall  wiih 
pleasure.  True  it  is  that  this  period  has  invested  a lew 
of  the  old  buildings,  yet  standing,  with  interest ; but  these 
very  associations  are  of  a saddening,  melancholy  nature, 
and  only  calculated  to  make  Americans,  even  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  blush  at  the  remembrance  of  the  fact  that  British 
officers — having  their  blood,  and  the  same  ancestry,  ami 
speaking  the  same  tongue — could  ever  have  been  guilty 
of  such  horrid  atrocities  upon  ttie  persons  of  inoffensive 
captives.  Of  the  numerous  prison-pens  in  the  city  during 
* the  Revolution  (among  Avhich  was  the  old  Sugar-House), 
only  two  yet  stand,  like  charred  and  battered  monu- 
ments of  cruelty  and  tyranny — the  North  Dutch  Church, 
on  William  Street,  and  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  (the 
present  Post-office).  In  the  former  edifice,  eight  hun- 
dred prisoners  were  incarcerated,  without  fuel  or  bed- 
ding, during  two  of  the  coldest  winters  New  York  has 
ever  known. Their  provisions  were  scanty,  and  of  the 
poorest  quality ; and,  as  a natural  and  probably  anticipated 
consequence,  many  died  from  cold  and  st:irvation.  AVe 
never,”  says  Oliver  AVoodruff,  one  of  the  prisoners,  ^-drew 
as  much  provisions  for  tliree  days’  allowance  as  a man 
would  eat  at  a C(3mmon  meal.  I was  there  three  months 
during  that  inclement  season,  and  never  saw  any  tire, 
except  what  was  in  the  lamps  of  the  cit3^  There  was  not 
a pane  of  glass  in  the  windows,  and  nothing  to  keep  out 
the  cold,  except  the  iron  grates.”  t ‘‘  The  allowance,”  says 


* During  one  of  these  winters— that  of  lT79-’80~the  river  and  bay  between 
Cortlandt  Street.  New  Jersey,  and  Staten  Island  were  frozen  over  for  forty  days. 
Hundreds  of  people  crossed  daily  on  the  ice,  wdiich  was  so  thick  that  artillery 
was  also  conveyed  across. 

f It  is  very  true  that,  at  times,  the  British  themselves  were  often  in  want 
of  food,  and  suffered  from  cold,  and  also  that  provisions  wore  dear;  still,  that 
neei  not  have  {prevented  them  from  giving  the  prisoners  bedclothe.s,  and  min- 
istering to  their  neces.-^ities,  and  alleviating  their  condition  as  far  as  possible 
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Aiinlph  Meyer,  another  prisoner,  ‘‘was  one  loaf  of  bread, 
one  quart  of  peas,  half  a pint  of  rice,  and  one  and  a half 
|H)imds  of  pork,  for  six  days.  Many  prisoners  died  from 
want;  and  others  were  reduced  to  such  wretchedness  as 
to  attract  the  attention  of  common  prostitutes,  from  whom 
they  received  considerable  assistance.  No  care  was  taken 
of  the  sick ; and  if  any  died  they  were  throwm  at  the  door 
of  the  prison,  and  lay  there  till  the  next  day,  when  they 
were  put  on  a cart  Tiiid  drawn  out  to  the  intrench rnents, 
beyond  the  Jews’  burial-ground,  where  they  were  in- 
terred by  their  fellow-prisoners,  conducted  thither  for  that 
purpose..  The  dead  were  thrown  into  a hole  promiscu- 
ously, without  the  usual  rites  of  sepulcher.”  But  the  state 
of  tilings  was  even  worse  in  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  (the 
present  Post-office),  into  which  three  thousand  prisoners 
were  crowded.  “ Here,”  says  John  Pintard,  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  these  scenes,  “ the  prisoners  taken  on  Long  Island 
and  at  Fort  Washington — sick,  wounded,  and  well — were 
all  indiscriminately  huddled  together  by  hundreds  and 
thousands,  large  numbers  of  whom  died  by  disease ; and 
many  were  undoubtedly  poisoned  by  their  inhuman  attend- 
ants for  the  sake  of  their  watches  and  silver  buckles.” 
“ The  beds  of  the  prisoners,”  says  Dunlap,  writing  at  the 
time,  “were  straw,  intermixed  with  vermin.  For  many 
weeks,  the  dead-cart  visited  the  prison  every  morning,  into 
which  from  eight  to  twelve  corpses  were  flung  and  piled 
up,  then  dumped  into  ditches  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.” 
The  bones  of  the  unfortunate  victims  of  British  cruelty, 
thus  disposed  of,  were  collected  after  the  Revolution,  and 
buried  wdth  proper  funeral  rites.* 

* But  none  of  these  prison-pens  were  so  horrible  as  the  Jersey  prison- 
ship.  “ This  vessel  was  originally  a British  line-of-battle  ship,  built  in  1736, 
ami  carried  sixty  guns.  She  had  done  good  service  in  the  war  with  France, 
and  had  several  times  served  as  a part  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron.  In  the 
spring  of  1776,  she  sailed  for  America  as  one  of  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Hotham, 
and  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  in  the  month  of  August.  She  was  subsequently 
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But  while  the  American  prisoners  were  thus  langui.-<h- 
ing  in  prison,  the  British  officers  and  their  wives  were 
passing  their  time  in  a round  of  gayety  and  frivolity. 
The  best  view,  perhaps,  of  the  interior  and  social  life  of 
New  York  at  this  time — now  become  in  reality  a British 
city — is  given  in  the  letters  of  Mrs.  General  Biedesel."^ 
This  lady  was  the  wife  of  the  German  general  who  com- 
manded the  Brunswick  troops  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga’ 
where  he  was""captured  with  Burgoyne.  After  her  hus- 
band was  exchanged,  she  spent  nearly  two  years  in  New 
^ York  city  (1779-80),  and  her  letters  to  her  mother  at  this 
time  are  of  great  interest.  From  these  letters  we  make 
the  following  extracts : 

• “ Finally,  late  one  evening,  at  the  end  of  November, 
1779,  we  reached  New  York,  where  my  husband,  who  had 

gone  ahead  of  us,  had  already  arrived  before  me. 

A soldier  who,  at  the  gateway,  had  been  ordered 
to  show  us  the  way,  conducted  us  to  a very  great  and 

used  as  a store-sliip,  then  employed  as  a hospital-sliip,  and  was  finally,  in  the 
winter  of  1770-80,  fitted  up  as  a prison-ship,  and  anchored  near  the  Walla- 
bout  in  the  East  River,  near  what  is  now  the  Navy  Yard,  where  she  lay  until 
the  close  of  the  «.var,  when  the  day  of  retribution  arrived,  and  she  was  broken 
up  and  sunk  beneath  the  muddy  waters  of  the  East  River  to  rise  no  more. 
Dismantled  of  her  sails  and'  stripped  of  her  rig'g'inor,  with  port-holes  dosed, 
with  no  spar  but  the  bowsprit,  and  a derrick  to  take  in  supplies,  her  small  lone 
flag  at  the  stern  became  the  appropriate  but  unconscious  signal  of  the  dreadful 
suffering  that  raged  within.  Hundreds  of  captured  prisoners  were  packed  into 
this  small  vessel,  where,  with  but  one  meal  of  coarse  and  filthy  food  per  ditin, 
without  hammocks,  or  physician,  or  medicines,  or  means  of  cleanliness,  they 
wretchedly  perished.  Thousands  of  emaciated  skeletons  were,  during  these 
perilous  years,  cast  into  the  billows  of  the  bay.  or  left  half  covered  in  the  '•.ind- 
banks  and  trenches.  The  bones  of  the  dead  lay  exposed  along  the  beach,  dry- 
ing and  bleaching  in  the  sun,  whitening  the  shore  until  washed  away  by  the 
surging  tides.  About  twelve  thousand  prisoners  are  believed  to  have  died  on 
these  vessels,  most  of  whom  were  young  men,  the  strength  and  flower  of  their 
country.” 

* Letters  and  Journals  relating  to  the  War  of  the  American  Itcrolution,  and 
the  Capture  of  the  German  Troops  at  Saratoga,  by  Mrs.  General  Fikdesd. 
Translated  from  the  original  German,  by  William  L.  Stone,  Alb.vny  : J. 
Munsell.  1807. 
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house,  where  we  found  everything  prepared  for 
iuir  reception;  and,  better  than  all,  a good  supper.  I was 
Um>  much  occupied  in  putting  the  children  to  bed,  and  too 
tired  to  inquire  where  I was,  and  supposed  I was  in  a 
public-house.  My  husband,  who  had  taken  tea  with  Gen- 
eral Cornwallis,  came  home  late.  The  next  morning,  a 
servant  catne  in  to  ask  me  what  I desired  for  dinner,  and 
how  many  visitors  1 would  probably  have  daily  at  table.  I 
replied  that  as  my  husband  did  not  dine  at  home,  I should 
, not  need  more  than  three  dishes  for  six  persons,  namely : 
myself,  my  children,  my  women-servants,  and  the  pastor, 
Mylius,  the  chaplain  of  my  husband’s  regiment,  whom  we 
retained  in  our  family,  and  who  gave  my  children  instruc- 
tion in  everything  useful.  He  was  a man  of  piety,  and 
of  excellent  character  and  good  humor,  and  the  children 
and  we  all  loved  him  very  much.  I was  then  told  that 
the  order  had  been  given  to  serve  up  on  my  table  every 
day  six  large  and  four  small  dishes.  Being  still  under 
the  impression  that  I was  in  a tavern,  I decidedly  forbade 
this  profusion,  as  I dreaded  the  bill.  But  I soon  discov- 
ered that  I w'as  staying  at  the  house  of  the  Governor, 
General  Tryon,  who  had  forbidden  them  to  tell  me  where 
I had  been  taken,  through  fear  that  I would  not  accept  of 
his  house.*  This  noble-minded  man,  moreover,  in  order 

* The  site  of  the  present  (ISTl)  Bank  ot  New  York. 

"On  tke  ni;]^ht  of  December  ‘2i)lh,  1778,  the  Government  House  accidentally 
cau;^ht  fire.  So  rapid  was  the  progress  of  the  dames,  that  in  a few  moments 
after  the  alarm  was  given  a thick  cloud  of  smoke  and  tiame  pervaded  the  whole 
building,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  it  was  entirely  consumed.  From  this 
dreadful  conflagration,  nothing  in  the  building,  except  a few  articles  of  furni- 
ture taken  from  one  of  the  jvarlors,  was  saved.  Tlie  manner  in  which  the  fire 
originated  was  not  discovered.  The  deep  snow  which  covered  tlie  roofs  of  the 
other  buildings  in  the  city  contributed  to  their  ])rotection,  and  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  the  city  showed  great  activity  in  preventing  the  progress  of  the  flames. 
Governor  Tryon  was  a resident  of  the  Government  House  in  the  fort  at  the  time 
of  its  destruction,  and  was  a heavy  loser  by  the  event.  He  afterward  resided 
in  a house  on  the  corner  of  Wall  and  William  Streets,  the  same  house  having 
lieen  subsequently,  and  until  late  years,  occujued  by  the  Bank  of  New  York.” — 
Vnltnti}\en  Manual  for  1804,  page  048. 
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to  avoid  my  thanks,  crossed  over  to  Long  Island,  where 
he  had  a provisional  command.  All  my  wishes  were 
anticipated,  and  I was  only  in  continual  fear  lest  I should 
abuse  so  much  kindness.  I also  received  a call  from  Gen- 
eral Patterson,  the  commandant  of  the  city,  who  told  me 
that  they  were  still  busy  with  the  arrangement  of  the 
house,  which  we  were  to  have  as  our  own  residence.  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  General  Clinton  likewise  came  to  see  me. 
The  former  went  off  soon  afterward  upon  an  expedition. 
The  latter  offered  me  a country-seat,  of  which  he  had  the 
disposal,  where  I might  have  my  children  inoculated  with 
’ the  small-pox,  an  operation  which  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  have  performed  in  the  city,  as  that  disease  was  raging 
there  violently.  I.  accepted  his  offer  with  much  satisfac- 
tion, and  we  made  all  necessary  preparations  to  go  there. 
I gave  our  cook  ten  guineas  to  purchase  all  kinds  of  pro- 
visions. But  when  he  very  soon  came  back  and  asked  for 
more  money,  I learned,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  money  I 
had  given  him  would  scarcely  last  for  two  days,  so  dear 
was  everything,  even  the  commonest  thing.  For  example, 
one  pound  of  meat,  reckoning  according  to  our  money,  cost 
twelve  groschen ; * one  pound  of  butter,  eighteen  groschen ; 
one  turkey,  four  rix-thalers  ; a fowl,  twenty  groschen;  an 
egg,  four  groschen ; a quart  of  milk,  six  groschen ; a bushel 
of  potatoes,  two  rix-thalers  ; a half  bushel  of  turnips,  two 
florins  ; ten  oysters,  eight  groschen ; and  six  onions,  one 
rix’-thaler.  But  what  was  there  left  for  me  to  do  but  to 
bear  it  with  patience 

* A gropohen,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  a preceding  note,  is  a fraction  over 
three  American  cents, 

■f  All  contemporaneous  accounts  fully  corroborate  the  statement  of  our 
authoress.  The  rich  in  the  city  at  first  strove  to  keep  up  thoir  six  courses,  their 
three-side  services,  and  their  profusion  of  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl;  but  at  leiiL’'th 
their  res<'»urces  failed.  Many  articles  of  food  could  no  longer  be  obtained,  and 
others  were  so  dear  as  to  exhaust  the  means  of  the  wealthiest.  A turkey  wa>^ 
cheap  at  four  dollars.  Good  meat  could  seldom  be  procured,  and  ve<ret.ables 
were  extravagantly  dear.  Fifty  dollars,  says  an  eye-witness,  would  not  teed  a 
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“ One  day  a general  was  announced.  I received  him, 
and  in  the  course  of  conversation  he  asked  me,  among 
oihtT  things,  whether  I was  satisfied  with  my  quarters. 
Mv  heart  was  too  full  of  thankfulness  for  all  the  kindness 
that  had  been  chown  me,  not  to  give  full  vent  to  my  feel- 
ings in  this  regard,  and  I at  last  expressed  the  wish  to 
know  personally  my  noble  benefactor  who  had  treated  me 
with  so  much  delicacy.  He  laughed,  and  just  at  that 
moment  my  husband  stepped  in,  and  said  to  me,  “ This  is 
' the  man  who  has  shown  us  so  much  kindness.”  I was  so 
delighted  at  seeing  him,  that  I could  not  find  words  to 
express  my  feelings.  Upon  seeing  my  emotion,  the  man 
was  very  much  affected.  I have  invariably  received  from 
him  the  greatest  proofs  of  his  friendship. 

The  country  residence  of  General  Clinton,  where  we 
went,  was  an  hour’s  ride  from  the  city.  The  grounds 
were  beautiful,  as  was  also  the  house ; but  the  latter  was 
arranged  more  for  a summer  residence,  and,  as  we  had 
come  there  in  the  month  of  December,  we  suffered  much 
from  the  cold.  Notwithstanding  this,  however,  the  inocu- 
lation was  perfectly  successful.  Accordingly,  as  it  was 
now  completed,  and  we  had  nothing  more  to  fear  from 
the  infection,  we  got  ourselves  in  readiness  to  return  to 
the  city,  and  sent  our  cook  and  the  rest  of  our  servants 
ahead  to  prepare  everything  for  our  arrival,  which  we 
expected  would  be  upon  the  following  day.  During  the 
night,  however,  we  had  such  a terrible  storm  that  we 

family  for  two  days.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  entreated  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity 
to  bring  in  provisions,  but  in  vain.  Nor  was  he  more  successful  in  the  forag- 
ing parties  he  sent  out.  At  sight  of  .the  enemy,  the  alarm  was  given.  The 
farmers  of  Westport  and  Southport,  of  Elizabethtown  and  Rahway,  hastily 
buried  their  corn  and  oats  beneath  the  snow,  and  old  family  furniture  was  car- 
ried otf  at  midnight  and  hidden  in  the  depths  of  the  forest.  Tlie  British  foraging 
parties  accordingly  found  the  barns  empty,  the  cattle  driven  otf,  and  the  farm- 
houses deserted.  In  tiieir  rage,  the  foragers  set  tire  to  the  old  homesteads  and 
desolated  w’hole  districts,  thus  increasing  the  general  misery  without  accom- 
plishing’the  least  good. 
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believed  the  whole  house  would  be  overturned.  As  it  was, 
an  entire  balustrade  actually  fell  down  with  a dreadful 
crash,  and  on  getting  up  the  next  morning  we  saw  that 
on  account  of  snow  having  fallen  during  the  night  four  or 
five  feet  on  the  level,  and  eight  feet  in  drifts,  it  would  he 
utterly  impossible  to  venture  forth  without  sledges.  I 
therefore  went  to  work  to  hunt  up  all  that  I could  find 
for  our  dinner.  An  old  hen  that  had  been  forgotten  served 
us  for  soup,  and  some  potatoes  whicli  the  gardener  gave 
us,  with  some  salt  meat  that  still  remained  over  from  our 
stock  of  .provisions,  made  up  the  entire  meal  for  more  than 
'fourteen  persons,  which  number  we  then  were. 

“On  our  return  to  New  York,  I found,  to  my  great 
amazement,  our  new  dwelling  fitted  up  througliout  with 
mahogany  furniture.  I was  at  first  frightened  at  the 
expense  which  this  would  occasion.  But  Captain  Willoe 
informed  me  that  the  entire  cost  would  be  defrayed  by 
the  Governor,  and  that  the  Commandant,  General  Patter- 
son, considered  himself  fortunate  in  being  able  to  justify 
the  confidence  wliich  I had  placed  in  the  English  nation. 
To  render  this  remark  intelligible,  I must  here  state  that 
I had  assured  him,  when  he  consulted  me  upon  the 
arrangement  of  our  house,  that  I would  leave  everything 
entirely  to  the  English,  from  whom,  up  to  the  present 
time,  I had  received  sincere  kindness  and  courtesy,  and 
who  certainly  would  still  preserve  tow'ard  us  that  full 
confidence  which  they  had  shown  toward  us. 

“ Thev  overwhelmed  us  with  distinguished  marks  of 
courtesy  and  friendship,  for  which  we  had,  in  a great  meas- 
ure, to  thank  General  Phillips,  who,  in  New  York,  was 
very  much  beloved,  and  was  so  strong  a friend  of  ours  that 
he  declared  that  whatever  was  done  for  us  would  Hatter 
him  more  than  as  if  done  for  himself.  I had  also  the 
good  fortune,  during  our  stay,  to  make  many  friends  on 
my  own  account. 
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# ' “ 

As  the  birthday  of  the  Queen  of  England  was 
approaching  (which  really  comes  in  summer,  but,  as  the 
King’s  birthday  also  comes  in  that  season,  is  celebrated  in 
winter,  to  give  more  custom  to  the  trades-pcople,  as  every 
one  upon  those  days  appears  at  court  in  gala-dress),  they 
wished  to  celebrate  the  day  with  a great  fete ; and  as  it 
was  the  general  wdsh — partly  to  please  General  Philips, 
and  partly  to  make  me  forget  my  own  suffering — to  confer 
on  me  a distinguished  honor,  they  desired  me  to  be  queen 
of  the  ball.  In  order  to  bring  this  about,  they  persuaded 
the  ^vife  of  General  Cornwallis’s  adjutant — who,  as  an 
English  lady  of  noble  birth,  would  have  had  precedence 
over  me — to  remain  at  home,  on  the  ground  that  she  was 
near  her'  confinement.  When  at  length  the  great  day 
arrived,  all  the  ladies  assembled  at  Governor  Tryon’s, 
wliere  they  received  me  with  all  ceremony.  The  General 
introduced  me  to  all  the  ladies,  some  of  whom  were  envi- 
ous of  the  honor  which  was  shown  me.  But  I immediately 
declared  that  I received  this  distinction  only  on  account  of 
the  day,  as  they  had  conferred  on  me  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting the  Queen,  and  that  in  future  I would  give  place  to 
those  ladies  who  were  older  than  I.  xis  there  were  quite 
a number  present  who  w'ere  my  elders,  nw  explanation 
conciliated  them.  Their  countenances,  accordingly,  quickly 
brightened  up,  and  I was  soon  upon  a pleasant  footing 
with  the  whole  company. 

“ At  six  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  I was  obliged  to  seat 
myself  on  a carriage  with  Generals  Tryon  and  Patterson, 
to  be  driven  to  the  ball,  where  Ave  Avere  received  with 
kettle-drums  and  trumpets. 

“ At  supper,  1 was  obliged,  as  I represented  the  Queen, 
to  sit  under  a canopy,  and  drink  the  first  toast.  I wais 
certainly  much  touched  at  all  the  marks  of  friendship  I 
received,  although  extremely  tired;  still,  in  order  to  show 
my  gratitude,  I cheerfully  stayed  as  long  as  possilde,  and 
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remained  until  two  o’clock"  in  the  morning.  Not  only  on 
this  occasion,  but  during  the  whole  of  my  sojourn  in  this 
place,  I was  loaded  with  kindness ; and  1 passed  ilie 
remainder  of  the  winter  very  pleasantly,  with  the  exce[)- 
tion  of  suffering  very  much  from  the  cold,  as  the  commis- 
sary had  not  had  a sufficient  quantity  of  wood  cut.  To 
save  expense,  he  had  this  work  done  by  his  negro  slaves; 
and  the  winter  setting  in  earlier  than  usual,  and  being 
impossible,  as  the  river  was  frozen  half  over,  to  bring  in 
wood  either  by  boats  or  sledges,  many  of  the  garrison  sid- 
fered  for  fuel.  We,  indeed,  received  an  order  for  it ; but 
’ how  did  that  help  the  matter,  since  there  was  no  wood 
to  be  had  1 We  were,  therefore,  often  obliged  to  borrow 
wood  of  General  Tryon  for  Saturday  and  Sunday,  which 
we  w'ould  return  on  Monday  if  we  received  any.  The 
cold  was  so  intense  that  L frequently  made  the  children 
lie  in  bed  in  order  to  keep  them  wairm.  Wood  could  not 
often  be  purchased  for  money ; and  if  by  chance  a little 
was  for  sale,  it  cost  ten  pounds  by  the  cord.  I have 
myself  paid  one. piaster  (which  is  a crown  with  us)  for  a 
single  stick.  The  poor  were  obliged  to  burn  fat,  in  order 
to  warm  themselves  and  cook  their  meals.* 

' ‘‘One  day  I was  at  the  house  of  the  lady  of  General 
Cornwallis’s  aid-de-camp,  who  had  been  conlined,  and  com- 
plained bitterl}’  of  this  lack  of  wood ; whereupon,  she 
promised  to  send  me  some  coals,  which  1 could  return  at 
my  own  convenience.  I showed  so  much  joy  at  this,  that 
a certain  major,  named  Brown,  who  happened  to  be  pres- 
ent, and  was  attached  to  the  commissariat,  and  who  had 


* “ The  wealthy,”  writes  a contemporary,"  sliivered  for  cold  in  their  splendid 
apartments.  In  vain  did  Sir  Henry  Clinton  issue  proclamations  to  the  farmers 
of  Long  Island  to  send  in  their  wood.  In  vain  did  he  dispatch  foraging  parties 
to  cut  down  the  forests  on  the  large  estates  of  the  patriots  William  Floyd  ami 
William  Smith,  the  patroons  of  Long  Island.  Tlie  demand  for  fuel  could  not 
be  sup4)liod,  and  the  Baroness  Uiedesel,  the  caressed  of  all  the  army,  sutldred 
severely  in  that  inclement  winter.” 


L ykc.  l”'':  . 'uiawta  '.ril  !i.uu_>juf.is«t?t:  .,.• 

wiV'ni  rw;  V6?=-4//  ■■  -a-  .; 

MiaiK' -0  -Ji-H  8«,  J'^aW  'mr  ^';  - 

„t;:  ;:i : 'lou'w  'lo  c b«v'  :.■  l;  0>'^ 

. i.ajsMI  mi  9<l;  ■ 

- ..  J .,„  ,hiW6U  a?iii^  tti  valla’!  w; rarr  r./ii  fcai 

'j^K  ... 


y Yi  .1Sii  l-->  iv:,  ;t  -,- 


Jfjtf  -i 


' >l--& 

'n\}\  ■ '■.  ■ 


..>  iU. 

. - " -^'s:  . 'i!.  ■>  ' -1 


( 


.'l 


i.»‘/I’ailii>t^  *■.!  i^xW/ 


13^ 


7/  •-»  //  - r [iJv'-.i'  Lid  u;' 

-/'iT  ijn’S.atii' 

, ;.  ■ ^ ■ ’7 *ii  yrAiiiii4‘  ivir'A-f*-/ 

'i  Jj(H-)  >’  .jirifcW^afYl-S  OY'JII  01  -tYfe-iOtt'  Ivd  n;  -/i{ 
viff  :'L.'L  vil  Ifei  : Yl».T01M  'It'i  ; ‘ *''C-i.O'!Oq.  Y.*?<  SVuiO 

■'.VO  <di  e|).«#ijq  «ai  i«oo  d' , ••  -v.|  '•-i-./f 

, , V - 4:';■d^^ay/)%^»^;q -‘aw vo;w'.r  .i9 


lx  -'ib 


i--  .bu.i  />JjH  do  ■'!,  ddi  f ^ 

ada  ^ntMOJ  -.v-in  y >>ivh  iy  S;'.«u;!q 

' iB  awi-r:  I''-  i daiii// V- {»fi'  ii.  f«n  ?•  '■' 

- ipii  .-iiflJ  Jil  ■/(4d'!»».<a  9*  «.  «'i(i>  I ^Jt 

--Y-t.q  oc!«t  feHsuqwl  ^f'  ,«  a»*ift!W  n 

: Ml  odY  lYW-il^^vOisiv- ,0BW  :in«  ,ifla 


yj  :i  i(i  blv';  yi\  ‘ *• 


;■  r •■■{'v^  1-j’  t . -' 
ail' 


ih'-l. 


fjl  AUr.^itii'if:.\  ., 
M 05  'UUv‘J  i© 

. ;{*')lft  ft*--’ 


>'—  1^1  ■£' 


■re 


5 >•..4 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


263 


already  expressed  much  sympathy  at  our  want  of  wood, 
was  so  much  affected  that  he  immediately  left  the  room. 

“ The  next  day,  as  I was  looking  out  of  the  window, 
{ saw  quite  a number  of  wagons  full  of  chopped  trees, 
standing,  still  in  the  street.  Each  wagon  contained  two 
cords  of  wood.  I went  into  the  room  where  the  pastor, 
Mylius,  sat  with  the  children  before  the  fire-place,  in  which 
the  last  stick  was  burning,  and  said  to  him  : ^ Never  before 
have  I been  envious  ; but  now,  the  distress  and  pain  which 
these  poor  children  suffer,  make  me  so  ; for  just  now  there 
has  come  to  our  very  door  four  wagons  filled  with  wood. 
How  happy  would  I be  if  I only  had  some  of  it ! ’ 
Scarcely  had  I thus  spoken,  when  a servant  brought  me 
a message  from  Major  Brown,  stating  that  he  had  sent  me 
these  loads  of  wood  with  his  compliments,  and  begging  us 
to  send  to  him  whenever  we  should  again  be  out  of  fuel. 
Imagine  my  joy,  and  my  eagerness  to.  thank  our  guardian 
angel.  I had  scarcely  seen  his  face,  as  the  lying-in  cham- 
ber of  milady  had  been  so  dark.  Some  days  after,  I was 
at  a ball  where  he  .also  was  expected  to  be  present.  He 
had  been  described  to  me  as  a man  with  a very  prominent 
turned-up  nose.  For  such  a person,  therefore,  I looked 
attentively;  but  I was  obliged  to  look  for  a long  time, 
because  the  excellent  man  kept  continually  out  of  the 
way,  that  I might  have  no  opportunity  to  thank  him.  At 
last,  however,  I found  him,  and  thanked  him  right  heartily. 
He  then  told  me  that  up  that  time  he  had  known  nothing 
of  our  necessity,  but  that  when  he  heard  my  story  he 
had  not  been  able  to  go  to  sleep  quietly  the  whole  night, 
through  fear  that  the  dispositions  which  he  had  alre;idy 
made  for  our  relief  would  not  arrive  sufficiently  speedy. 
These  ‘dispositions’  consisted  in  giving  the  order  to  cut 
down  some  of  the  trees  in  the  great  avenue  * in  front  of  the 


* Probably,  the  present  Wall  Street.  All  the  principal  hijjhways  of  the  city 
were  adorne<l  at  this  period  with  luxuriant  ■’  mle-trees.  A celebrated  traveler. 
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city;  and  when  this  proceeding  w^as  objected  to  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  make  considerable  damage,  he 
repliedy  that  it  w’-as  much  better  to  spare  a few  trees  than 
to  have  a family,  who  had  served  the  King  with  so  much 
zeal,  suffer  from  want.  He  further  told  me  that  in  future 
we  must,  under  all  circumstances,  whenever  anything  was 
wanting  that  it  belonged  to  the  commissary  to  supply, 
apply  directly  to  him.  This  acquaintance  was  of  great 
advantage  to  us.  My  husband  was  supplied  with  many 
kinds  of  provisions ; with  Indian  meal,  part  of  which  we 
used  for  bread  and  part  for  cake,  and  also  with  salted 
meat,  which  latter  article,  however,  was  entirely  useless 
to  us,  as  we  received  more  than  we  could  consume ; and 
it  often  was  so  uneatable  that  I gave  it  away  to  get  rid 
of  it,  especially  since  our  servants  were  also  supplied  with 
the  same  kind  of 'food.  The  major,  accordingly,  advised 
us  to  pursue'  the  same  plan  in  this  regard  as  the  other 
generals,  viz. : to  exchange  our  meat  for  boxes  of  tallow 
and  candles  of  spermaceti  (which  burn  better  and  are 
more  beautiful  than  those  of  wax),  and  also  for  butter, 
which  they  did  gladly,  as  they  were  obliged  to  ^=upply  the 
soldiers  with  meat.  By  this  means,  we  saved  considera- 
ble.' We  were  now  no  longer  troubled  for  the  want  of 

who  visited  New  York  just  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Governor  Tryon,  thus 
describes  the  various  kinds  then  c;rowing  in  the  city  ; “ In  the  chief  streets  there 
are  trees  ])lanted,  which,  in  the  summer,  give  them  a tine  appearance,  and,  dur- 
ing the  excessive  heat  at  tliat  time,affoi‘d  a cooling  shade.  I found  it  extremely 
pleasant  to  walk  in  the  town,  for  it  seemed  quite  like  a garden.  The  trees  whi'  h 
are  planted  tor  this  j)iir[>ose  are  chiefly  of  two  kinds  ; the  water-beech  is  the  most 
numerous,  and  gives  an  agreeable  shade  in  summer  by  its  large  and  numerou.s 
leaves.  The  locust-tree  is  likewise  frefpient ; its  tine  loaves  and  the  odorU'er- 
ous  scent  which  exhales  from  its  flowers  make  it  very  jtroper  for  being  planned 
in  the  streets  near  the  houses  and  in  the  gardens.  There  are  likewise  lime- 
trees  and  eim.s  in  these  walk.s,  but  they  are  not,  by  far,  so  frequent  as  the 
others.  One  sehlom  meets  with  trees  of  the  same  sort  adjoining  each  other,  they 
being  in  general  placed  alternately.”  'I'he  last  of  these  trees  in  Wall  Street 
was  cut  down  in  ISOd.  A portion  of  its  tnink  (preserved  as  a sacred  relic)  is  to 
be  seen  in  the  old  English  chop-house,  on  Thames  Street,  known  as  '*  Old 
Tom’s.” 
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w.imi,  for  they  broke  to  pieces  an  old  and  worthless  ship 
ni  order  to  furnish  us  with  fuel,  and  from  this  time  we 
received  weekly  two  cords  of  fire-wood. 

“ Tiiroughout  the  whole  winter,  Generals  Phillips, 
Tryoii,  and  Patterson  were  our  constant  friends  and  guests, 
and  every  week  we  gave  a gentleman’s  dinner  party. 
Tliis  was  all  that  we  could  afford  to  do,  as  everything  was 
>0  terribly  high  in  the  city.  At  the  end  of  the  winter. 
General  Tryon  sailed  for  England ; but,  just  before  his 
departure,  he  sent  to  my  house  magnificent  furniture,  tap- 
estry^carpets,  and  curtains,  besides  a set  of  silk  hangings 
lor  an  entire  room.  Never  shall  I forget  the  many  marks 
of  friendship  which  I have  received  from  almost  every  one 
of  this  excellent  nation  ; and  it  will  always  be  to  me  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  be  able  at  any  time  to  be  of  use 
to  the  English,  as  I 'have  learned  by  experience  how 
pleasant  it  is  to  receive  kindness  from  foreigners. 

“ About  this  time  our  friendly  relations  began  with  our 
excellent  friend  General  Clinton,  who  was  the  General- 
in-Chief  of  the  English  army  in  the  Southern  provinces  of 
America.  As  is  the  case  with  every  Englishman,  it  was 
at  first  very  difficult  for  our  acquaintance  to  2‘ipen  into 
intimacy.  Ilis  first  call  upon  us  was  one  of  ceremony,  as 
he  came  as  General-in-Chief,  attended  ])v  his  entire  staff' 
As  his  general  appearance  and  conversation  were  agreea- 
ble, I said  to  his  friend.  General  Phillips,  that  I regretted 
that  he  had  treated  us  with  so  much  ceremony,  and  that 
a more  friendly  manner  would  have  better  accorded  with 
our  feelings.  Afterward  he  invited  us  out  to  his  countrv- 
seat  to  spend  the  summer,  an  invitation  which  was 
accepted.  His  country  residence  was  magnificent,  a most 
beautiful  situation,  orchard  and  meadows,  and  the  Hudson 
River  running  directly  in  front  of  the  house.  Everything 
was  placed  at  our  disposal,  including  fruits  of  the  most 

delicious  fiavor ; indeed,  of  this  latter  article  we  had  more 
34 
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than  we  could  eat.  Our  servants  feasted  on  peaches  even 
to  satiety,  and  our  horses,  which  roamed  through  tlr; 
orchard:5,  eagerly  ate  the  fruit  from  the  trees,  disdaining 
that  upon  the  ground,  which  every  evening  we  had  gath- 
ered up  and  given  to  the  pigs  to  fatten  them.  It  seems 
almost  incredible,  but  nevertheless  it  is  true,  that  with 
nothing  but  this  fruit  Ave  ilxttened  six  pigs,  the  hesh  of 
which  was  capital,  only  tiie  fat  was  somewhat  soft. 
Peach,  apricot^  and  other  fruit-trees  are  raised  here  witli- 
out  espaliers,  and  have  trunks  as  thick  as  those  of  ordinary 
trees. 

Not  far  from  us  were  the  Hell  Gates,  which  are  dan- 
gerous breakers  for  those  ships  that  pass  through  them  up 
the  river.  We  often  saw  ships  in  danger,  but  only  one 
was  wrecked  and  went  to  pieces  during  our  stay  at  this 
place. 

“ General  Clinton  came  often  to  visit  us,  but  in  hunt- 
er’s dress,  accompanied  by  only  one  aid-de-camp.  On  one 
of  these  occasions  he  said  to  us  : H feel  confident  that  you 
look  upon  me  more  as  a friend  than  a stranger;  and  as  I 
feel  the  same  toward  you,  you  shall  always  be  regarded 
by  me  as  such.’  The  last  time  he  came  to  see  us,  he  had 
\Hth  him  the  unfortunate  — as  he  afterward  became — 
Major  Andre,  who,  the  day  afterward,  set  out  upon  the 
fatal  expedition  in  which  he  was  captured  by  the  Ameri- 
cans and  afterward  hung  as  a spy.  It  was  very  sad  that 
this  pre-eminently  excellent  young  man  should  have 
fallen  a victim  to  his  zeal  and  his  kind  heart,  which  led 
him  to  undertake  such  a precarious  errand  instead  of 
leaving  it  to  older  and  known  officers,  to  whom  properly 
tlie  dutv  belonged,  but  whom,  on  that  verv  accomit  (as 
the\Avould  be  more  exposed  to  danger),  he  wished  to  save. 

‘‘  We  passed  much  of  our  time  at  this  most  agreeable 
place,  but  our  contentment  was  broken  in  upon  by  a 
malignant  fever  that  prevailed  in  New  York,  and  of 
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which  in  our  family  alone,  twenty  fell  ill,  eight  danger- 
ously. Among  these  eight  were  my  husband,  and  my 
(laiighterTxustava.  One  can  imagine  my  grief  and  appre- 
hension ; day  and  night  I did  nothing  but  divide  my  nurs- 
ing be.tween  my  husband  and  daughter.  The  former  -was 
so  ill  that  we  often  thought  he  would  not  survive  the  day; 
and  Gustava  had  such  violent  paroxysms  of  fever  that  she 
entreated  me,  when  she  was  shivering  with  the  ague,  to 
lay  myself  upon  her,  at  ^vhich  times  she  violently  shook 
me,  together  with  her  bed,  although  she  was  onlv  nine 
years  old.  It  frequently  happened  that  tliose  sick  of  the 
fever  died  in  these  fits  of  shaking,  and  every  day  persons 
would  tell  me  of  fifty  or  sixty  fresh  burials,  which  cer- 
tainly did  not  tend  to  raise  my  spirits.  The  heat  which 
the  sick  suffered  was  so  intense  that  their  pulse  beat  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  times  in  a minute.  All  our  serv- 
ants were  sick,  and  of  course  I was  obliged  to  do  everv- 
thing.  I w*as  then  nursing  my  little  America,  and  had 
neither  opportunity  nor  desire  to  lie  down,  except  while 
giving  her  the  * breast.  At  such  times  I lay  down  upon 
the  bed  and  fell  asleep.  xVt  night  I w^as  often  busied  in 
making  for  my  patients  a lemonade  of  salts  of  wormwood, 
mixed  with  lemon-juice,  sugar,  and  water ; by  which  means, 
as  all  the  sick  in  the  house  had  them,  I used  up,  in  the 
space  of  two  weeks,  two  full  boxes  of  lemons,  each  box 
containing  five  hundred. 

We  remained  the  entire  summer  of  1780  upon  this 
lovely  estate.  Two  Miss  Itobinsons  came  to  share  oui 
loneliness  and  enliven  our  little  company.  They  remained 
with  us  a fortnight  previous  to  our  return  to  the 

° ^ . ITSO. 

city,  when  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  a ship  from 
England,  bringing  over  the  latest  fashions,  took  them  back 
again  to  the  town.  On  our  return  to  the  city  I scarcely 
recognized  them  in  their  odd  and  actuallv  laughable  garb, 
which  a very  pretty  woman,  just  over  frum  England,  had 
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imposed  upon  them  and  the  other  New  York  ladies.  This 
lady  was  with  child,  and  did  not  wish  it  to  be  known. 
Accordingly,  she  made  them  think  that  in  England  thcv 
wore  bodices  that  were  parted  in  the  middle,  whereby  the 
points  stuck  upward,  hoops  as  large  around  as  those  of  a 
hogshead,  and  very  short  cloaks  tied  up  with  ribbons,  all 
of  which  they  believed  implicitly,  and  copied  after.^ 

Upon  our  return  to  New  York  we  were  received  in 
the  most  friendly  manner,  and  our  friends  vied  with  each 
other  in  making  the  winter  pass  most  pleasantly.  My 
husband.  General  Phillips,  and  their  aids-de-camp,  were 
•finally  exchanged  in  the  autumn  of  1780,  but  the  rest  of 
the  troops  captured  at  Saratoga  remained  prisoners. 

“General  Clinton,  partly  through  friendship  to  my 
husband,  and  partly  out  of  attachment  to  onr  present 
duke,  wished  to  place  General  Riedesel  in  active  service, 
where  he  could  serve  to  advantage.  He,  therefore,  by 
virtue  of  .the  power  which  an  English  general  has  in  his 
own  army,  appointed  him  Lieutenant-General,  and  gave 
him  the  corresponding  English  allowance ; which,  on 
account  of  the  dearness  of  everything  (by  reason  of  which 
we  had  dilhculty  in  making  both  ends  meet),  proved  very 
acceptable  to  us.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  him  a com- 
mand at  Long  Island,  which  island  lies  opposite  New  York, 
being  separated  from  it  by  only  a narrow^  channel  called 

* The  taste  for  fashionable  frivolity  and  display  seems  to  have  been  the 
only  thing  unaffected  by  the  privations  of  that  gloomy  winter.  Eugene  Law- 
rence, in  speaking  of  New  York  city  at  this  time,  in  a paper  read  before  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  January  Gth,  1857,  says:  “Meanwhile,  in  the 
midst  of  all  this  suffering  and  want,  the  city  streets  were  filled  with  the  fash- 
ions and  the  luxuries  of  Europe.  The  ladies  crowded  William  Street,  and  the 
merchants  spread  out  the  most  costly  wares.  French  silks,  captured  in  some 
unlucky  vessels,  sold  readily  at  extravagant  rates.  Lutestrings  and  poplins, 
brocades,  and  the  best  broadcloth  of  England,  were  shown  on  the  counters  of 
William  Street  and  Wall;  and  it  is  a curious  circumstance,  that,  through  all 
the  war,  William  Prince,  of  Flushing,  continued  his  advertisement  of  fruit 
and  flowers,  of  magnolias  and  apricots,  and  of  the  finest  grafts  and  the  rare.": 
eeods.” 
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the  River.  I was  not  able  during  the  winter  to  be 
with  him,  as  the  house  in  which  he  had  his  quarters  w\as 
not  habitable  for  me,  as  it  was  possible  to  heat  only  a few 
n3oms  in  it.  My  husband,  accordingly,  w'ent  back  and 
forth,  wiiich  he  easily  did  all  winter,  as  everything  was 
(piiet.  The  autumn  before  he  was  appointed  to  this  post, 
he  had  a severe  relapse  of  his  old  complaint,  caused  prob- 
ably by  a cold  which  he  caught  by  going  in  sea-bathing 
while  heated.-  He  suddenly  became  perfectly  stiff,  and 
could  not  speak ; and  had  it  not  been  for  friend  Colonel 
Wurmb,  who  fortunately  was  in  his  room,  it  might,  per- 
haps, have  been  all  over  with  him.  The  doctor  immedi- 
ately opened  a vein  and  rubbed  him  strongly,  and  God 
once  more  spared  him  to  me  ; but  his  cramps,  oppressions, 
headaches,  and  drowsiness  increased.  All  the  physicians 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  climate  thoroughly  disa- 
greed with  him,  and  that  he  never  would  be  any  better  as 
long  as  he  remained  in  the  Southern  provinces  of  North 
America.  Still,  there  was  nothing  else  for  us  to  do.  My 
husband  could  not  think  of  receiving  permission  to  leave, 
and  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  remain  at  his  post. 

“ In  the  spring  of  1781,  I also  settled  down  on  Long 
Island,  where  wd,  although  pretty  lonesome,  might  have 
lived  perfectly  contented  if  we  only  could  have 
been  without  solicitude ; but,  as  the  river  was  not 
frozen  over,  the  Americans  constantly  attempted  surprises 
in  order  to  take  prisoners.  Major  Maybaum  was  drawn 
out  of  his  bed,  and  we  knew  that  they  aimed  to  do  the 
same  thing  with  mv  husband.  Our  house  was  situated 
close  to  the  shore,  and  was  perfectly  isolated,  so  that  if  they 
had  overcome  the  watch,  they  could  easily  have  carried 
him  away.  Every  one  was  therefore  constantly  on  the 
watch.  Throughout  the  entire  night,  at  the  slightest  noise, 
he  would  wake  up  and  place  himself  in  readiness  for  an 
attack,  and  thus  he  lost  considerable  sleep.  I also  became 
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SO  accustomed  to  watching,  that  daylight  would  often  sur- 
prise me,  wiien  I would  lie  down  and  catch  a few  houi\s’ 
sleep ; aor  it  was  only  when  my  husband  believed  that  I 
was  Avide-awake  and  on  guard,  that  he  Avould  allow  him- 
self to  sleep,  so  terrible  was  to  him  the  thought  that  ho 
might  again  be  taken  prisoner.  We  had  from  our  house 
a magnilicent  prospect.  Every  evening  I saw  from  my 
window  the  City  of  New  York,  entirely  lighted  up ; and, 
as  the  city  is  built  close  to  the  shore,  I saw  its  reflection 
in  the  water.  We  heard,  also,  the  beating  of  the  drums ; 
and,  if  everything  Avais  particularly  still,  even  the  calls  of 
fhe  sentinels.  We  had  our  own  boat,  and  could  cross  over 
in  it  to  New  York  in  a quarter  of  an  hour.” 

During  the  Ilevolution,  the  house  No.  1 BroadAvay — to 
which  allusion  has  been  made  on  a preceding  page — was 
the  head-quarters  and  general  rendezvous  of  the  British 
generals  and  other  army  officers."^  In  like  manner, 

* Connected  with  the  house  No.  1 Broadway,  built  in  1743,  and  now  the  oldest 
house  in  New  York  city,  there  is  quite  an  amusing  reminiscence.  Previous 
to  this  year  (1743.)  the  site  was  occupied  by  an  old  tavern  kept  by  a Mrs.  Kocks, 
built  fifty  years  before  by  her  husband,  Pieter  Kocks,  an  officer  in  the  Dutch 
service,  and  an  active  leader  in  tlie  Indian  war  of  1693.  Connected  with  this 
personage  there  is  an  interesting  as  well  as  amusing  episode.  According  to 
Judge  Daly,  in  The  lUdorical  M<(gazine  for  January,  1671,  it  appears  that  in 
1654  this  same  Pieter  Kocks,  then  a single  man,  residing  in  New  Amsterdam, 
brought  an  action,  in  the  Court  of  Burgomeisters  and  Schepens,  against  Anna 
Van  Vorst,  who  is  described  as  a maid  living  at  Ahasimus,  for  a breach  of 
promise  of  marriage  mutually  entered  into  between  them,  in  confirmation  of 
which  he  had  made  her  certain  gifts.  It  w'ould  seem,  however,  as  the  record 
states,  that  the  lady  had  misgivings,  and  was  not  disposed  to  marry  him.  On 
her  part,  she  proved,  by  two  witnesses,  that  he  had  agreed  to  give  her  up,  and 
had  promised  to  give  her  an  ac.[uittal  in  writing.  But  the  court  w'ould  not 
excuse  her;  “as  the  promise  of  mariage,”  says  the  court,  “was  made  before 
the  Omnipotent  Cod,  it  shall  remain  in  force;”  and  they  held  that  neither 
should  marry  any  otlier  person  without  the  approval  of  the  court ; that  the 
present.s  should  remain  with  the  lady  until  they  were  married,  or  until,  by 
mutual  consent,  they  wmre  exempted  from  the  contract;  and  they  were  equally 
comlemned  in  the  costs  of  the  suit.  This  Anna  Van  Vorst  is  supposed  to  have 
been  a daughter  of  ihe  first  emigrant  by  Vrouwtje  Ides,  and  was  the  ancestor 
<jf  our  fellow-citizcm  Hon.  Hooper  C.  A*an  Vorst. 

J'ince  speaking  of  this  house  on  page  153,  a writer  iu  the  New  York 
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liif  Deekman  House  (the  site  of  the  present  of  Com- 

iiu'rce  iiuilding)  was  at  the  same  time  the  head-quarters  of 
the  British  naval  officers.  This  continued  to  be  so  during 
the  entire  war,  and,  indeed,  had  been  so  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. Admirals  Charles  Hardy  (Admiral  of  the  Blue)  and 
John  Digby  (Admiral  of  the  Red)  were  often  here.  The 


THE  TOMBS. 


late  King  of  England,  William  IV,  who,  as  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  and  a midshiprimn,  came  over  here  with  Admiral 
Digby,  in  the  St.  George,  in  17S2,  made  this  house  his 
place  of  resort  on  shore.  His  German  tastes  were  shown 
by  his  taking  every  occasion,  when  off  dut\’,  to  skate 
on  the  Kolck  or  Collect  Pond  (now  the  site  of  the 

litg  Post  Las  given  currency  again  to  the  story  that  it  was  built  by  Captain 
Kennedy.  Let  this  question  be  forever  set  at  rest.  The  Watts  family  acquired 
the  ownership  to  the  property  of  No.  1 Broadway  through  Sir  Peter,  Admi- 
ral Warren,  who,  as  stated  on  page  152,  built  the  house.  Captain  Archi- 
bald Kennedy,  who,  late  in  life,  succeeded  to  the  Scotch  Earldom  of  Cassilis, 
married  a daughter  of  John  Watts — a niece  of  Sir  John  Johnson’s  wife,  nee 
Miss  Mary  Watts — and  by  this  marriage  acquired  the  property  in  question, 
'Ihiii  is  all  the  connectiorl  that  Kennedy  ev(>r  had  with  tlie  house  in  dispute 
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Tombs).  His  companion  on  these  occasions  was  Guli.in 
Verplanck  * — the  grand-uncle  of  the  late  Gulian  C. 
Yerplanck — who  once  rescued  him  from  drowning  when 
he  had  broken  through  the  ice  and  fallen  into  tla* 
Pond.  The  changes  which  have  taken  place  from  tim*' 
to  time  in  the  lines  of  roads  and  streets,  have  greatly 
altered  the  aspect  of  the  entire  neighborhood.  The  calm 
and  quiet  life  of  the  ancient  Hollanders  in  this  locality  has 
given  place  to  scenes  of  which  they  had  little  dreamed. 
Within  a stone’s-throw  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  Build- 
png,  Wall  Street,  with  its  fibers  stretching  out  into  every 
part  of  the  civilized  globe,  controls  the  destinies  of  millions 
of  human  beings.  Where  the  good  Mrs.  Beekman  and  her 
five  daughters  attended  to  their  household  duties  in  the 
old  Dutch -kitchen,  a steam-engine  now  drives  a printing- 
press.  Where  they  sat  waiting  for  news  from  ‘‘home’’  by 
ships  that  were  months  in  coming,  editors  now  sit,  and 
receive  in  the  afternoon  the  morning’s  news  in  Englairl 
and  Holland,  t 

At  length  a definite  treaty  of  peace  was  entered  into 
by  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 17S3;  and  on  the  25th  of  November  of  the  same 
year—just  seven  years,  two  months,  and  ten  day> 
from  the  time  the  British  had  occupied  New  York 
in  triumph — Wa.^hington  entered  the  city  at  noon — at  the 


* Afterward  President  of  the  Bank  of  New  York,  in  which  office  he  contin- 
ued until  his  death,  in  1799. 

f William  Beekman  had  a '•ountry-seat  three  miles  from  the  City  Ilal),  and 
a house  on  his  plantation  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city.  Ilis  down-town  hou.-e 
w'as  located  on  the  spot  which  is  now  the  site  of  the  Journal  of  Commirfe 
buildinfr.  The  old  road  to  the  fort,  from  the  ferry  on  the  East  River,  then  at 
Peck  Slip,  ran  alon^  the  shore  nearly  to  the  foot  of  Wad  Street,  when  it 
turned  and  passed  the  Beekman  House,  wliich  was  probably  erected  with 
reference  to  this  hierhway.  In  1712,  a negrro  riot  broke  out  near  Hanovi  r 
Square,  and  Adrian  Beekman  (a  son  of  Gerard,  who  had  been  owner  of  tins 
and  other  prf.'perty),  rushinpf  out  of  his  residence  to  help  quell  the  insurr-  c- 
tion,  was  stabbed  by  a negro.  As  a residt  of  this  riot,  nineteen  slavt  s wi-:e 
executed. 
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-a me  time  that  the  British  troops,  having,  as  they  sup- 
pi'eyented  the  immediate  hoisting  of  American 
colors,  hy  knocking  off  the  cleats  and  greasing  the  fiag- 
-lalfon  Fort  George,  evacuated  the  city  and  sailed  slowly 
down  the  bay.  But  this  device  availed  them  little. 
New  cleats  were  at  once  nailed  to  the  pole;  and  before 
the  British  disappeared  in  the  offing  they  heard  the  thun- 
ders of  American  cannon,  proclaiming,  as  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  were,  run  up,  the  downfall  of  British  supremacy 
iu  America  I 


TUE  BOWLING  GKEEN  AND  FOP.T  GEORGE  IN  1783. 
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CHAPTER  YIII. 


A HISTORY  of  this  period  would  be  incomplete  without 
iin  allusion  to  the  newspapers  published  in  the  City  of 
"New  York-  before  and  during  the  American  Revolution. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  New  York  city  was 
the  New  York  Gazette^  established  by  William  Bradford  in 
October,  1725,  just  twenty-one  years  subsequent  to  the 
establishment  at  Boston  of  the  first  newspaper  pub- 
lished in  America — the  Neivsletter.  It  was  printed 
on  a half  sheet  of  foolscap,  with  large  and  almost  worn- 
out  type.  There  is  a large  volume  of  these  papers  in  the 
New  York  Society  Library,  in  good  preservation.  The 
advertisements  do  not  average  more  than  three  or  four  a 
week,  and  are  mostly  of  runaway  negroes.  The  ship-news 
was  diminutive  enough — now  and  then  a ship  and  some 
half-dozen  sloops  arriving  and  leaving  in  the  course  of  the 
week.  Such  was  the  daily  paper  published  in  this,  the 
commercial  metropolis  of  America,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  years  ago  ! 

Eight  vears  after  the  establishment  of  Bradford’s 
Gazette^  the  New  York  WeeJchf  Journal  was  commenced  by 
John  Peter  Zenger,  and  was  distinguished  for  the  raciness 
of  its  advertisements.* 

* One  of  tliese  advei-tiscmeiits  ^vas  as  follows  ; 

Whereas,  the  wife  of  Peter  Smith  has  left  his  bed  and  board,  the  public 
are  cautioned  aprainst  trustitijr  her,  as  he  will  pay  no  debts  of  her  contract itii^ 
“ N.  R. — The  best  of  j^ardeu  seeds  sold  by  the  same  Peter  Smith,  at  the  sign 
of  the  rjolden  Hammer.” 
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The  third  paper  published  in  New  York  was  called 
tlie  Evening  Post.  It  was  comineiiced  by  Henry 
I )e  Forest  in  1746.  It  was  remarkable  chiefly  for 
.-.tupidity,  looseness  of  syntax,  and  worse  orthography, 
and  died  before  it  was  able  to  walk  alone. 

In  1752,  the  New  York  yPer cur g was  commenced,  and,  in 
1763,  the  title  was  changed  to  the  New  York  Gazette 
and  Weekhj  Mercury.  This  paper  was  established  by  Hugh 
Gaine  at  the  sign  of  the  Bible  and  Crown,  Hanover 
Square.  It  was  conducted  with  taste  and  ability, 
and  became  the  best  newspaper  in  the  colonies. 

In  1763,  Gaine  was  arraigned  by  the  Asseml)ly  for  pub- 
lishing a part  of  the  proceedings  without  permission,  and 
withal  incorrectly.  He  was  a gentleman  of  a kind  spirit, 
and  never  had  the  power  to  withhold  an  apology  when  it 
was  asked  ; he  accordingly  apologized,  was  reprimanded, 
and  discharged. 

As  the  storm  of  war  drew  on  in  1775,  the  Mercury 
contained  a series  of  patriotic  papers,  under  the  signature 
of  the  “ Watch-Tower.’’  But  as  the  British  drew  near  to 
New  York,  the  patriotism  of  Gaine  began  to  cool;  and, 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  his 
Mercury  afforded  very  accurate  indications  of  the  state 
of  the  contest.  When  with  the  Whigs^  Hugh  Gaine  was 
a ^Y^dg ; when  with  the  Royalists^  he  was  loyal.  When 
the  contest  was  doubtful,  equally  doubtful  was  the 
politics  of  Hugh  Gaine.  In  short,  he  was  the  most  per- 
fect pattern  of  the  genuine  non-committal.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  British  army,  he  removed  to  Newark,  but  soon 
returned  to  the  city,  and  published  a paper  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  the  Crown.  His  course  was  a fruitful  theme  for 
the  wags  of  the  day ; and,  at  the  peace,  a poetical  petition 
from  Gaine  to  the  Senate  of  the  State,  setting  forth  his 
life  and  conduct,  was  got  up  with  a good  deal  of  humor. 
His  paper  closed  with  the  war. 
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Ailother  paper,  called  the  Netu  York  Gasette^  was  com- 
menced by  AVayman,  the  former  associate  of  Parker.  lu 
ITGG,  AVayman  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  for  a 
contempt  of  the  Assembly,  upon  no  other  charge 
than  that  of  two  typographical  errors  in  printing  the 
speech  of  Sir  Henry  Moore,  the  Governor  of  the  colony. 
One  of  these  errors  consisted  in  printing  the  word  never 
for  ever^  by  reason  of  which  the  meaning  of  the  sentence 
was  reversed.  The  Assembly,  however,  was  more  rigid 
in  this  case,  from  the  suspicion  entertained  that  this  error 
was  intentional ; but  such  was  clearly  not  the  case. 

A paper  called  the  Keio  York  Chronicle  was  published 
dui'ing  the  vears  17Gl-’62,  and  then  died.  The  Nevj  York 
Facqiict  was  next  puldished  in  1TG3,  but  how  long  it  lived 
is  not  known.  In  17GG,  Holt  established  the  Neiu  York 
Journal^  General  Advertiser^  which,  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  was  united  with  Parkeds  Gareette^  the  Journal  being 
printed  as  a separate  paper.  John  Holt 'edited  the  first 
AATiig  paper  published  in  this  city ; nor,  as  in  the  case  of 
Hugh  Gaine,  did  his  patriotism  come  and  go  as  danger 
approached  or  receded  from  the  city.  In  1774,  Holt 
discarded  the  King\s  arms  from  the  title  of  his 
paper,  and  substituted  a serpent,  cut  into  pieces^ 
with  the  expressive  motto,  “ Unite  or  dieC  In 
Januar}',  1775,  the  snake  was  united,  and  coiled  with 
the  tail  in  its  mouth,  forming  a double  ring.  On  the 
body  of  the  snake,  beginning  at  the  head,  were  the  fol- 
lowing lines : 

‘MJnited  now,  alive  and  free — 

Firm  on  this  basis  Liberty  shall  stand, 

And,  thus  supported,  ever  bless  our  land, 

Till  time  becomes  Eternity.” 

The  designs  both  of  1774  and  1775  were  excellent  — 
the  first  by  a visible  illustration,  showing  the  disjointed 
state  of  the  colonies ; and  tlie  second  presenting  an 
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einblein  of  their  strength  when  united.  Holt  maintained 
hi-  integrity  to  the  last.  When  the  British  took  possession 
ot  New  York,  he  removed  to  Esopus  (now  Kingston),  and 
Ti^vived  his  paper.  On  the  burning  of  that  village  by  the 
enemy  in  1777,  he  removed  to  Poughkeepsie,  and  pub- 
ii-hed  the  Journal  there  until  the  peace  of  1783,  when  he 
returned  to  New  Y^ork,  and  resumed  his  paper  under  the 
title  of  \X\Q'  Independent  Gazette^  or  the  Neiv  York  Joiirncd 
revived.  Holt  was  an  unflinching  patriot,  but  did  not  long 
survive  the  achievement  of  his  country’s  freedom.  He 
fell  a victim  to  the  yellow  fever  in  1798.  The  paper  was 
continued  by  his  widow  for  a little  while,  but  ultimately 
fell  into  the  hands  of  that  celebrated  political  gladiator, 
James  Clieetham. 

The  celebrated  James  Rivington  began  his  paper  in 
1733,  under  the  formidable  title  of  IlivingtoJs  New  York 
Gazette;  o)\  the  Connecticut^  Neiv  Jersejj^  Hudson  Fave)\  and 
Quebec  Weeklg  Advertiser.  The  imprint  read  as  follows: 
“ Printed  at  his  ever  open  and  uninfluenced  press,  fronting 
Hanover  Square.”  It  is  well  known  that  Rivington  was 
the  royal  printer  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary 
War ; and  it  is  amusing  to  trace  the  degrees  by  which  his 
toryism  manifested  itself  as  the  storm  gathered  over  the 
country.  The  title  of  the  paper  originally  contained  the 
cut  of  a large  ship  under  full  sail.  In  1774,  the  ship  sailed 
out  of  sight,  and  the  King’s  arms  appeared  in  its  place; 
and,  in  1775,  the  words  ever  open  and  uninfluenced  were 
withdrawn  from  the  imprint.  These  symptoms  were  dis- 
liked by  the  patriots  of  the  country;  and,  in  November, 
1775,  a party  of  armed  men  from  Connecticut  entered  the 
city  on  horseback,  beset  his  habitation,  broke  into  his 
})rinting-oflice,  destroyed  his  presses,  and  threw  his  types 
intojr?/.  They  then  carried  them  away,  melted,  and  cast 
them  into  bullets.  Rivington’s  paper  was  now  effectually 
stopped,  until  the  British  army  took  possession  of  the  city. 
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Rivington  himself,  meantime,  had  been  to  England,  where 
he  procured  a new  printing  apparatus,  and,  returning, 
established  the  New  York  Rojjal  Gazette^  published  by 
James  Rivington,  printer  to  the  King’s  most  excellent 
Majesty.  During  the  remaining  five  years  of  the  war, 
Rivington’s  paper  was  more  distinguished  for  its  lies  and 
its  disloyalty  than  any  other  journal  in  the  colonies.  It  was 
published  twice  a week ; and  four  other  newspapers  were 
published  in  this  city  at  the  same  time,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  British  officers, — one  arranged  for  each  day, 
so  that,  in  flict,  they  had  the  advantages  of  a daily  paper. 

. It  has  been  said  and  believed  that  Rivington,  after  all, 
was  a secret  traitor  to  the  Crown,  and,  in  fact,  the  secret 
spy  for  General  Washington.  Be  this,  however,  as  it 
may,  as  the  war  drew  to  a close,  and  the  prospects  of  the 
King’s  arms  began  to  darken.  Riving  ton’s  loyalty  began 
to  cool  down;  and  by  1787  the  King’s  arms  had 

1T87»  ' ^ 

* ' disappeared  ; the  ship  again  sailed  into  sight ; and 
the  title  of  the  paper,  no  more  the  Royal  Gazette^  was 
simply  Riuuifjtonh  New  York  Gazette  and  Universed  Ad- 
vertiser. But,  although  he  labored  to  play  the  repub- 
lictin,  he  was  distrusted  by  the  people,  and  his  paper  was 
relinquished  in  the  course  of  that  year. 

From  this  brief  sketch  of  the  history  of  newspapers, 
from  their  first  introduction  into  th(;  city  down  to  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
germ  of  the  newspaper-press,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
chief  glories  of  our  country.  The  public  press  of  no  other 
country  equals  that  of  New  York  city  and  the  United 
States,  either  on  the  score  of  its  moral  or  its  intellectual 
power,  or  for  the  exertion  of  that  manly  independence  of 
thought  and  action,  which  ought  ever  to  characterize  the 
press  of  a free  people.* 


* Tho  whole  number  of  periodicals  issued  in  the  United  States  is  5,0S3,  ^vith 
73  to  be  added  for  the  Territories,  3o3  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  29  for 
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Wlijit  a prophet  would  the  great  wizard-novelist  of 
Si-utlaiid  have  been,  had  the  prediction  which  he  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Galeotti  Martivalle,  the  astrologer  of  Louis 
the  Eleventh,  in  the  romance  of  Quentin  Durward,  been 
written  at  the  period  of  its  date ! Louis,  who  has  justly 
iKjen  held  as  the  Tiberius  of  France,  is  represented  as 
paying  a visit  to  the  mystic  workshop  of  the  astrologer, 
whom  his  majesty  discovered  to  be  engaged  in  the  then 
newly-invented  art  of  multiplying  manuscripts  by  the 
intervention  of  machinery, — in  other  words,  the  apparatus 
of  prij^ting. 

the  British  colonies, — making  a grand  total  of  6,4dS  ; of  which  637  are  daily,  118 
tri-weekly,  129  semi-weekly,  4,642  weekly,  21  biweekly,  100  semi-monthly,  715 
monthly,  14  bimonthly,  and  62  quarterly.  New  York  State  has  the  largest 
number  of  publications — 894  (of  which  371  are  published  and  printed  in  New 
York  city),  and  Nevada  has  the  smallest  number  issued  in  any  State — only  15. 
Nevada  has  more  daily  than  weekly  papers,  and  is  unique  in  this  respect, 
every  other  State  having  from  three  to  twelve  times  as  many  weeklies  as  dailies. 
Tri-weekly  papers  are  more  common  in  the  South  than  semi-weeklies,  while  in 
the  Northern  States  the  facts  are  reversed. 

New  York  has  89  dailies,  being  the  largest  number  published  in  any  State. 
Pennsylvania  is  second,  with  61.  Next  comes  Illinois,  with  38 ; and  California 
has  34,  being  the  fourth  on  the  list.  Delaware  and  Florida  have  eacli  one 
daily  paper.  Kansas  has  as  many  as  Vermont,  West  Virginia,  Mississippi,  and 
Arkansas  combined.  Nebraska  and  Nevada  have  each  more  dailies  than  either 
Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  Vermont,  West  Virginia,  Arkansas, 
Delaware,  Florida,  Maine,  or  Mississippi. 

Of  the  73  publications  issued  regularly  in  the  Territories,  13  are  daily 
50  weekly,  3 tri-weekly,  4 semi- weekly,  1 monthly,  1 semi-monthly,  and  1 
biweekly. 

The  papers  of  New  York  State  have  the  largest  circulation,  averaging  7,411 
each  issue.  Massachusetts  is  second,  with  5,709  average ; then  comes  the 
District  of  Columbia,  with  4,323.  As  New  York  papers  circulate  everywhere, 
while  those  of  California  do  not  go  very  much  out  of  the  State,  it  is  evident 
that  the  papers  have  a better  local  support  than  in  other  States  of  the 
American  Union, 

In  the  District  of  Columbia  there  is  one  newspa[>er  published  for  every 
three  square  miles  of  territory.  Massachusetts  has  one  to  30  scjuare  miles,  and 
Rliode  Island  one  to  50.  Then  comes  New  York,  with  one  to  57.  Connecticut 
has  one  to  60,  New  Jersey  one  to  63,  Texas  one  to  2,345,  Florida  one  to  2,693  ; 
wliile  in  the  Territories  one  newspaper  spreads  its  circulation  over  no  less  than 
11,465  square  miles. 

For  the  names  of  the  publications  published  in  New  York  city,  the  curious 
reader  is  referred  to  the  Amerkan  Nucapdpcr  Directory,  of  this  city. 
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Can  things  of  such  mechanical  and  terrestrial  im- 
port,” inquired  the  King,  ^-interest  the  thoughts  of  oik* 
before  whom  Heaven  has  unrolled  her  own  celestial 
volumes  1 ” 

•“My  brother,”  replied  the  astrologer,  “believe  hk*, 
that,  in  considering  the  consequences  of  this  invention,  I 
read  with  as  certain  augury,  as  by  any  combination  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  the  most  awful  and  portentous  changes. 
When  I retlect  with  what  slow  and  limited  supplies  the 
stream  of  science  hath  hitherto  descended  to  us ; how  dif- 
ficult to  be  obtained  by  those  most  ardent  in  its  search ; 
’ how  certain  to  be  neglected  by  all  who  love  their  ease ; 
how  liable  to  be  diverted  or  altogether  dried  up  by  the 
invasions  of  barbarism, — can  I look  forward  without  won- 
der and  astonishment  to  the  lot  of  a succeeding  genera- 
tion, on  whom  knowledge  will  descend  like  the  first  and 
second  rain,— fed,  unabated,  unbounded ; fertilizing 
some  grounds  and  overtlowing  others ; changing  the  whole 
form  of  social  life ; establishing  and  overthrowing  relig- 
ions;  erecting  and  destroying  kingdoms- — ” 

“ Hold  ! hold,  Galeotti ! ” cried  the  King ; “ shall  these 
changes  come  in  our  time  ? ” 

“ No,  my  royal  brother,”  replied  Martivalle ; “ this 
invention  ma}'  be  likened  to  a young  tree  which  is  now 
newly  planted,  but  shall,  in  succeeding  -generations,  bear 
fruit  as  fatal,  .yet  as  precious,  as  that  of  the  Garden  of 
Eden,— the  knowledge,  namely,  of  good  and  of  evil.” 
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THIED  PERI  O'D. 

1783—1871. 

From  tlie  Evacuation  of  New  York  City  by  the  British  to  the  present  day. 

CHAPTER  I. 

! 

“ The  city  is  ruined  by  the  war,  but  its  future  great- 
ness is  unquestionable.^’  So  wrote  a citizen  of  New  York,  at 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  to  a friend ; and  never 
was  there  a truer  prophecy  uttered.  The  trade 
of  the  city  was  indeed  ‘4'uined  ; ” her  treasury  was 
empty ; and  her  people  were  yet  divided  by  domestic 
feuds.  Still,  this  state  of  things  could  not  last  long.  The 
position  of  New  York  among  the  colonies  had  already 
become  too  important  to  be  ignored  for  any  length  of 
time ; and  the  same  causes  which,  at  an  early  period, 
made  New  York  the  center  of  the  colonial  intei*est,  were 
to  continue  in  operation  until  *she  should  become  that 
winch  she  now  is, — the  metropolis  of  America.  The  Colo- 
nial Congress  of  1705,  the  Provincial  Congress  of  1776, 
the  selection  of  herself  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  1788,  and  the  inauguration  of  Washington  in 
1780,  were  ‘Gall  hints  of  the  empire  that  was  to  be.” 
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On  the  13th  of  September,  1788,  the  adoption  of  the 
Fedeml  Constitution  was  publicly  announced ; and  New 
York  was  chosen  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Gov- 

17  88« 

'*  ernment.  This  action  of  the  Convention  wa> 
peculiarly  gratifying  to  the  citizens  of  New  York,  who  at 
once  took  steps  to  celebrate  the  occasion  with  titting 
ceremonies.* 

It  is  well  known  that  the  festivities  attendant  upon 
such  a momentous  occasion  should  be  embalmed  for 
American  generations  yet  unborn.  The  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution — the  instrument  which  was  to  bind 
* the  almost  disjointed  members  of  the  republic  together, 
as  one  people — was  the  most  important  event  that  the 
citizens  of  New  York  had  ever  been  called  upon  to  com- 
‘memorate.  The  period  intervening  between  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution  by  the  Convention,  and  its  adoption 
by  the  number  of  States  requisite  to  give  it  validity,  was 
one  of  deep  anxiety  to  the  patriots  of  that  day,  not  un- 
mingled with  fears  as  to  the  final  result.  A violent 
opposition  sprung  up  in  various  parts  of  the  Confederation, 
which  was  so  successfully  fomented  by  demagogues,  and 
by  those  who  feared  they  might  lose  weight  in  the  national 
scale,  should  the  new  Federal  edifice  be  erected,  that  tlie 
friends  of  the  Constitution,  seeing  nothing  better  than  civil 
tumult  and  anarchy  in  the  prospective,  should  that  instru- 
ment be  rejected,  entertained  the  most  lively  apprehen- 

* The  account  ^iven  in  the  text  of  the  Procession  in  honor  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  well  as  the  narrative  of  the  Inauguration 
Ball,  is  taken  from  the  writing's  of  the  late  Colonel  William  L.  Stone,  for  thirty 
years  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser.  It  is  believed  to 
comprise  the  only  faithful  historiail  record,  political,  festive,  and  fashionable, 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment. the  pageantry  attending  it,  and  tlie  demonstrations  which  followed  that 
imf)ortant  epoch  in  our  national  history.  The  particulars  were  collected  by 
Colonel  Stone,  with  much  care  and  labor,  from  such  printed  accounts  as  could 
be  found  in  the  scattered  remnants  of  the  little  dingy  newspapers  of  that  day, 
and,  also,  such  facts  as  were  yet  dimly  floating  in  the  recollections  of  those  few 
who  were  then  surviving  and  had  been  actorb  in  the  scenes  described. 
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upon  tlie  subject.  There  were,  likewise,  among  the 
opiHUients  of  the  proposed  Constitution,  some  good  men 
and  real  patriots,  who  honestly  believed,  that,  in  the  event 
of  its  adoption,  too  much  power  would  pass  from  the 
States  to  the  Federal  Congress  and  the  Executive.  The 
ablest  tongues  and  pens  in  the  Union  were  brought  into 
action ; and  it  was  that  contest  which  combined  the  united 
wisdom  of  Hamilton,  Jay,  and  Madison,  in  the  Federalist^ — 
the  ablest  exposition  of  the  Constitution  that  ever  has 
l)een,  or,  perhaps,  ever  will  be,  written. 

Xlie  action,  however,  of  the  respective  States  was  slow. 
The  proceedings  of  their  conventions  were  watched  with 
absorbing  interest ; and,  when  it  was  found  that  the  voice 
of  New  York  would  turn  the  scale  (the  Convention  being 
in  session  in  Poughkeepsie),  all  eyes  were  eagerly  turned 
toward  that  quarter.  The  chief  reason  of  New  York’s 
reluctance  to  come  into  th'e  Constitutional  Union  was  the 
fear — in  view  of  the  rising  destiny  of  their  city  and  State — 
of  making  over  too  much  of  their  local  power  to  the 
central  Government ; especially  their  great  share  of  rev- 
enue from  imports,  and  their  commanding  position  between 
New  England  and  the  South  and  West.  The  contest, 
however,  was  not  long  in  doubt.  Hamilton  redoubled  his 
wonderful  efforts,  and  Livingston  put  the  whole  energies 
of  his  capacious  mind  in  requisition,  and  the  Federalists 
triumphed.  The  news  was  received  in  New  York  city 
with  unbounded  delight ; the  clubs  celebrated  the  event 
with  dinners  and  great  festivity,  and  the  citizens  gav<; 
themselves  up  to  the  most  unequivocal  evidences  of  grati- 
fication. But  private  hianifestations  of  the  public  feeling 
were  held  not  to  be  worthy  of  the  occasion,  and  no  time 
was  lost  in  concerting  the  necessary  measures  for  a public 
commemoration  of  the  event,  upon  the  most  extensive  and 
splendid  scale  tliat  the  public  means  would  allow.  Nor 
has  the  pageantry  of  any  Ameri<*an  celebration  since  tliat 
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day — not  even  excepting  the  Atlantic  Cable  Celebration 
of  1859 — excelled  it  in  the  ardor  of  its  enthusiasm,  or  in 
the  splendor  of  its  effect.  In  describing  the  procession  on 
this  occasion,  Colonel  Stone  says  : — 

The  procession  was  organized  ‘ in  the  fields,^  above 
the  city ; thence  it  moved  down  Broadway  to  Great  Dock 
Street ; thence  through  Hanover  Square  and  Queen  (now 
Pearl)  Street,  up  to  Chatham  ; through  Chatham  to 
Division,  and  thence  across,  through  Bullock  Street,  to 
the  grounds  surrounding  the  country-seat  of  Nicholas 
Bayard,  near  the  present  junction  of  Broadway  and 
Grand  Street. 

A volume  would  scarce  suffice  to  detail  the  par- 
ticulars necessary  to  a full  description  of  the  flags  and 
emblems,  and  patriotic  decorations,  which  graced  the  many 
divisions  and  subdivisions  of  this  brilliant  pageant — alto- 
gether exceeding  anything  of  a kindred  character  pre- 
viously exhibited  in  the  New  World.  After  a .brilliant 
military  escort  came  Captain  Moore,  in  the  character  and 
ancient  costume  of  Christopher  Columbus,  preceded  and 
followed  by  a band  of  foresters,  with  axes,  suitably  ap- 
pareled. The  next  division  consisted  of  a large  number 
of  fiirmers,  among  whom  were  Nicholas  Cruger,  driving  a 
six-ox  team,  and  the  present  venerable  John  Watts,  hold- 
ing a plow.  All  the  implements  of  husbandry  and 
gardening  were  borne  in  the  procession,  and  the  Baron 
Poelnitz  attended  a threshing-machine.  Their  horses 
were  handsomely  caparisoned,  and  led  by  boys  in  wliite 
uniforms.  The  tailors  made  a very  brilliant  display  vi' 
numbers,  uniform.^,  and  decorations  of  various  descriptions. 
In  the  procession  of  the  bakers  were  boys  in  beautiful 
dresses,  representing  the  several  States,  with  roses  in  their 
hands.  There  were  likewise  an  equal  number  of  journey- 
men in  appropriate  uniforms,  with  the  implements  of  the 
calling,  iind  a loaf  of  bread  was  borne  in  the  procession 
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t^Mi  feet  long  and  three  wide,  on  which  were  inscribed  the 
names  of  the  several  States.  The  display  of  the  brewers 
was  happily  conceived,  and  appropriate.  In  addition  to 
their  banners  tluttering  gayly  in  the  air,  they  paraded  cars 
with  hogsheads  and  tuns,  decorated  with  festoons  of  hop- 
vines,  intertwined  with  handfuls  of  barley.  Seated  on 
the  top  of  a tun  was  a living  Baccluis — a beautiful  boy  of 
eight  years  old — dressed  in  flesh-colored  silk,  fitted  snugly 
to  the  limbs,  and  thus  disclosing  all  the  fine  symmetrical 
proportions  of  his  body.  In  his  hand  he  held  a silver 
goblet,  with  which  he  quaffed  the  nut-brown,  and  on  his 
head  was  a garland  of  hops  and  barley-ears.  The  coopers 
appeared  in  great  numbers.  Their  emblem  of  the  States 
were  thirteen  boys,  each  thirteen  years  of  age,  dressed  in 
white,  with  green  ribbons  at  their  ankles,  a keg  under 
their  left  arms,  and  a bough  of  white  oak  in  their  right 
hands.  Upon  an  immensely  large  car,  drawn  by  horses 
appropriately  adorned,  the  coopers  wmre  at  work.  They 
had  a broken  cask,  representing  the  old  confederacy,  the 
staves  of  which  all  their  skill  could  not  keep  together.  In 
despair  at  the  repeated  niillijicatwn  which  their  work  ex- 
perienced, they  all  at  once  betook  themselves  to  the  con- 
struction of  an  entirely  new  piece  of  work.  Their  success 
was  complete,  and  a fine,  tight,  iron-bound  keg  arose  from 
their  hand,  bearing  the  name  of  the  New  Constitution. 
The  procession  of  butchers  was  long,  and  their  appearance 
highly  respectable.  Upon  the  car  in  their  procession  was 
a roasted  ox,  of  a thousand  pounds,  which  was  given  as  a 
sweet  morsel  to  the  hungry  multitude  at  the  close  of  the 
day.  The  car  of  the-  ^sons  of  St.  Crispin  was  drawn  by 
four  milk-white  steeds,  beautifully  caparisoned.  The 
tanners,  curriers,  and  peruke-makers  followed  next  in 
order,  each  with  various  banners  and  significant  emblems. 
The  furriers,  from  the  novelty  of  their  display,  attracted 
great  attention.  It  was  truly  picturesque.  Their  marshal 
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was  followed  by  an  Indian  in  his  native  costume  and 
armor,  as  though  coming  wild  from  the  wilderness,  laden 
with  raw  furs  for  the  market.  A procession  of  journey- 
men furriers  follow^ed,  each  bearing  some  dressed  or  manu- 
factured article.  These  were  succeeded  by  a horse 
bearing  two  packs  of  furs,  and  a huge  bear  sitting  upon 
each.  The  horse  was  led  by  an  Indian  in  a beaver 
blanket,  and  black  plumes  waving  upon  his  head.  In  the 
rear  came. one  of  their  principal  men,  dressed  in  a superb 
scarlet  blanket,  wearing  an  elegant  cap  and  plumes,  and 
smoking  a tomahaw’k  pipe.  After  these,  in  order,  marched 
* the  stone-masons,  brick-layers,  painters  and  glaziers,  cabinet 
and  chair  makers,  musical-instrument  makers,  and  the 
upholsterers.  The  decorations  of  the  societies  vied  wdtli 
each  other  in  Uiste  and  variety,  but  that  of  the  upholsterers 
excelled.  The  Federal  chair  of  state  was  borne  upon  a 
car  superbly  carpeted,  and  above  wdiich  w^as  a rich  canopy, 
nineteen  feet  high,  overlaid  wdth  deep-blue  satin,  hung 
with  festoons  and  fringes,  and  glittering  in  the  sun  as  wdth 
‘ barbaric  pearl  and  gold\  It  was  sufficiently  gorgeous  to 
have  filled  the  eye  of  a Persian  emperor,  in  the  height  of 
Oriental  splendor  and  magnificence.  Tweh’e  subdivisions 
of  various  trades  succeeded  in  the  prescribed  order,  after 
wffiich  came  the  most  imposing  part  of  the  pageant.  It 
was  the  Federal  ship  Hamilton^ — a perfectly-constructed 
frigate  of  thirty-tw'o  guns,  twenty-seven  feet  keel,  and  ten 
feet  beam,  with  galleries  and  everything  complete  and  in 
proportion,  both  hull  and  rigging.  She  wars  manned  by 
thirty  seamen  and  marines,  wdtli  officers,  all  in  uniform, 
and  commanded  bv  that  distinguished  Ptevolutionarv 
veteran.  Commodore  Nicholson.  The  ship  w^as  drawui  by 
ten  horses ; and,  in  the  progress  of  the  procession,  w^ent 
through  every  nautical  preparation  and  movement  for 
storms,  calms,  and  squalls,  and  for  the  sudden  shifting  of 
w’inds.  Ill  passing  Liberty  Street,  she  made  a signal  for  a 
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pilot,  and  a boat  came  off  and‘  put  one  on  board.  On 
arriving  before  Constable’s  house,  Mrs.  Edgar  came  to  the 
window,  and  presented  the  ship  with  a suit  of  rich  silk 
colors ; the  yards  were  instantly  manned,  and  the  sailors 
gave  three  hearty  cheers.  When  passing  Old  Slip,  a 
Spanish  government-ship  gave  her  a salute  of  thirteen 
guns,  which  was  returned  by  the  Hamilton  with  as  much 
promptness  as  though  she  had  actually  been  a ship  of 
war  upon  the  wide  ocean.  Next  after  the  ship  came  the 
pilots  and  the  Marine  Society.  To  these  succeeded  the 
printers,  book-binders,  and  stationers,  led  by  those  veterans 
of  the  type  and  quill,  Hugh  Gaine  and  Samuel  Landon. 
They  had  a car,  upon  which  the  printers  were  at  work ; 
the  press  was  plied  briskly,  and  impressions  of  a patriotic 
ode  distributed,  as-  they  were  taken,  among  the  multitude. 
Their  banners  were  worthy  of  their  proud  vocation.  To 
these  succeeded  twenty-one  subdivisions,  of  as  many 
different  trades,  each  moving  under  its  own  banners ; after 
which  followed  the  learned  professions  and  the  literary 
societies.  The  lawyers  were  preceded  by  John  Lawrence, 
Esq.,  supported  by  John  Cozine  and  Robert  Troup.  The 
Philological  Society,  headed  by  Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman, 
Esq.,  the  president,  was  the  next.  One  of  the  founders  of 
this  society  was  Noah  Webster,  LL.  D.,  the  great  American 
lexicographer,  who  was  in  the  procession.  The  standard 
was  borne  by  William  Dunlap,  Esq.  The  officers  and 
members  of  the  university  came  next,  and  their  successors 
were  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  merchants,  headed 
by  John  Broome^  president.  AWlliam  Maxwell,  vice- 
president  of  the  Bank,  followed  in  a chariot,  and  William 
Laight,  the  secretary,  was  mounted  upon  a noble  steed. 
Physicians,  strangers,  and  gentlemen  wlio  were  members 
of  Congress,  then  in  session  in  New  York,  closed  the  civic 
procession ; and  the  whole  was  brought  up  by  a detach- 
ment of  artillery. 
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“ The  procession  contained  nearly  five  thousand  people ; 
and  the  spectacle  was  more  solemn  and  imposing,  and 
more  truly  splendid,  than  had  ever  before  been  presented 
to  the  eye  of  man  on  the  American  continent.  It  was, 
indeed,  a pageant  of  indescribable  interest,  and,  to  most, 
of  double  attoction ; the  occasion  being  one  in  which  the 
deepest  sympathies  were  enlisted,  and  it  being  also  the, 
first  display  of  pomp  and  circumstance  which  they  had 
ever  witnessed.  The  whole  population  of  the  city  had 
given  themselves  up  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion ; and 
gladness,  in  all  its  fullness,  was  depicted  in  every  counte- 
nance, while  a noble  enthusiasm  swelled  every  bosom. 
The  bond  of  union  was  complete,  and  every  man  felt  as 
though  his  country  had  been  rescued,  in  the  last  hour, 
from  the  most  imminent  peril. 

‘‘  When  the  procession  reached  the  country-seat  of 
Nicholas  Bayard,  a noble  banquet  was  found  already 
spread  for  the  whole  assemblage,  beneath  a grand  pavil- 
ion temple  covering  a surface  of  eight  by  six  hundred 
feet,  with  plates  for  six  thousand  people.  This  splendid 
rural  structure  had  been  erected  in  the  short  space  of  four 
days,  and  the  citizens  were  indebted  for  it  to  the  taste  and 
enterprise  of  Major  L’Enfant,  by  whom  it  was  designed, 
and  under  whose  direction  the  work  was  executed.  The 
two  principal  sides  of  the  building  consisted  of  three  large 
pavilions,  connected  by  a colonnade  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  front,  and  forming  two  sides  of  an  obtuse 
angle ; the  middle  pavilion,  rising  majestically  above  tlie 
whole,  terminated  with  a dome,  on  the  top  of  which  was 
Fame,  with  her  trumpet,  proclaiming  a new  era,  and  iiold- 
ing  in  her  left  hand  the  standard  of  the  United  States,  and 
a roll  of  parchment  on  which  were  inscribed,  in  large  char- 
acters, the  three  remarkable  epochs  of  tlie  War  of  the 
Revolution, — the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  Alli- 
ance with  France,  and  the  Peace  of  1783.  At  her  side 
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was  the  American' eagle,  with  extended  wings,  resting  on 
a crown  of  laurel  gracing  the  top  of  the  pedestal.  Over 

of  the  principal  pillars  of  this  colonnade,  escutcheons 
were  placed,  inscribed  with  the  ciphers  of  the  several 
{sowers  in  alliance  with  the  United  States,  viz.:  France, 
Spain,  Sweden,  Prussia,  Holland,  Morocco;  and  over  these 
were  displayed  the  colors  of  those  respective  nations,  which 
atlded  greatly  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  entablature,  already 
decorated  with  festoons  and  branches  of  laurels.  The 
extremities  of  this  angle  were  joined  bj"  a table  forming 
part  pf  a circle,  and  from  this  ten  more  colonnades  were 
extended,  each  four  hundred  and  forty  feet  in  length,  radi- 
ating like  the  rays  of  a circle ; the  whole  having  one 
common  center,  which  was  also  the  center  of  the  middle 
pavilion,  where  sat  the  President  of  Congress.  At  the 
extremity  of  each  colonnade  was  a pavilion,  nearly  simi- 
lar to  the  three  before  mentioned,  having  their  outsides 
terminated  in  a pediment  crowned  with  escutcheons,  on 
which  were  inscribed  the  names  of  the  States  now  united. 
The  whole  of  the  colonnades  were  adorned  with  curtains 
elegantly  folded,  and  with  wreaths  and  festoons  of  laurels 
dispersed  with  beautiful  and  tasteful  effect.  The  various 
bands  of  music  which  had  enlivened  the  march  of  the  pro- 
cession were  concentrated  in  the  area  within  the  angle 
first  described,  during  the  banquet,  but  so  disposed  as  not 
to  intercept  the  prospect  from  the  seat  of  the  president, 
throufrh  the  whole  length  of  the  ten  colonnades.  The 
repast  concluded,' the  procession  wa-s  reorganized,  and 
marched  again  into  the  city,  and  was  dismissed  at  the 
Bowling  Green,  \\diere  the  Federal  ship  fired  a closing 
salute.” 

Thus  passed  the  23d  of  July,  1788,  in  the  City  of  New 

York, — a day  which  deserves  to  be  remembered  by  the 

patriof  the  politician,  and  the  philosopher,  as  that  on 

which  the  people  of  the  first  city  in  the  Western  World 
a? 
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gave  simultaneously  the  strongest  and  most  enthusiastic 
demonstration  of  tlieir  attachment  to  the  great  princi- 
ples of  our  Federal  Union,”  as  those  principles  were 
understood  by  the  distinguished  architects  who  formed 
the  civil  structure.  On  that  occasion  all  narrow  and  bia- 
oted  distinctions  w'ere  lost,  and  absorbed  in  that  noblest 
of  passions, — the  love  of  country,  and  the  determination 
to  secm'e  and  preserve  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  Esto  perpetua! 
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CHAPTER  II. 


The  winter  festivities  of  1788-89,  however,  were  suc- 
ceeded by  matters  of  a public  nature,  which  quickened  the 
pulse  of  the  politician,  and  excited  a lively  degree 
of  attention,  not  only  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
but  throughout  the  borders  of  the  young  republic. 

The  elections  under  the  new  Constitution  had  been  held ; 
Washington- — the  man  of  all  others  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen-’ —had  been  spontaneously  designated 
by  the  people  as  their  first  Chief  Magistrate  under  the  new 
system ; and  the  constituted  authorities  elect  were  about 
to  assemble  in  New  York,  to  give  action  to  the  new  polit- 
ical machinery.  Congress,  consisting  for  the  first  time  of 
two  branches, — a Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, — 
was  to  meet  on  the  4tli  day  of  March,  1789;  and  the 
thoughts  of  all  were  directed  with  deep  solicitude  to  the 
})eriod  at  which  their  labors  were  to  be  commenced. 

The  day,  “big  with  the  fate  of  Rome,”  at  length 
arrived  ; but  it  brought  not  a quorum  of  either  House  ; for 
although  the  men  of  those  days  cannot  be  safely  charged 
with  a deficiency  of  patriotism,  yet  they  had  no  sinister 
or  ambitious  purposes  to  accomplish,  and,  therefore,  did 
not  assemble  in  organized  bodies  of  partisans  at  the  first 
tap  of  the  political  drum.  Adjourning  over  from  day  to 
day,  until  nearly  the  “ ides  of  March  ” had  arrived,  with- 
out any  accession  being  made  to  their  numbers,  on  the 
11th  of  that  month  the  senators  present  jointly  addressed 
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a circular  letter  to  the  absentees,  urging  their  prompt 
attention  to  assist  in  putting  the  Government  into  opera- 
tion. The  request  was  repeated  by  letter  on  the  18th. 

The  House  of  Representatives  was  similarly  circum- 
stanced. Only  thirteen  members  appeared  on  the  day 
appointed,  and  these  were  from  the  five  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  South 
Carolina, — a commonwealth  which,  though  always  proud 
and  high-spirited,  was  then  as  anxious  to  come  into  the 
Union  as  she  seems  since  to  have  been  to  break  out  of  it. 
The  members  gathered  in  by  degrees,  though  slowly  ; and 
the  House,  like  the  Senate,  adjourned  over  daily,  until  the 
1st  of  April,  when  a quorum  appeared,  and  Frederick 
Augustus  Mulilcnburgh,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  elected 
Speaker.  Among  the  most  distinguished  patriots  then 
present  were  Roger  Sherman,  Fisher  Ames,  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  Tames  Madison,  Elias  Boudinot,  and  ^homas 
Tudor  Tucker. 

The  members  of  the  Senate  came  in  still  more  tardily; 
but,  on  the  6th  of  April,  the  arrival  of  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  of  Virginia,  enabled  them  to  form  a quorum  and 
commence  their  labors.  John  Langdon  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  pro  tcm.^  and  Samuel  A.  Otis,  secre- 
tary. Both  Houses  thus  being  organized,  they  proceeded 
to  business, — their  first  act  being  to  canvass  the  votes 
returned  for  President  and  Vice-President,  as  prescribed 
in  the  new  Constitution.  At  the  time  the  election  by  the 
people  was  held,  but  ten  States  had  placed  themselves 
within  the  pale  of  the  new  Constitution.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  cast  was  sixty-nine ; and  so  entirely  did 
the  Father  of  his  Country  enjoy  the  affection  of  his  chil- 
dren, that,  without  the  aid  of  caucuses,  or  nominating  con- 
ventions, every  vote  was  given  for  Gf:oROE  Washington. 
“ If  we  look  over  the  catalogue  of  the  first  magistrates  of 
nations,  whether  they  have  been  denominated  president.' 
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or  consuls,  kings  or  princes,  where  shall  we  find  one 
whose  commanding  talents  and  virtues,  whose  overruling 
good  fortune',  have  so  completely  united  all  hearts  and 
voices  in  his  favor, — who  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  admi- 
ration of  foreign  nations  and  his  fellow-citizens  with  equal 
unanimity  ? Qualities  so  uncommon  are  no  common  bless- 
ing to  the  country  that  possesses  them.  But  it  was  by 
these  great  c{ualities,  and  their  benign  effects,  that  Provi- 
dence had  marked  out  the  first  head  of  this  great  nation, 
with  a hand  so  distinctly  visible  as  to  have  been  seen  by 
nil  men  and  mistaken  by  none.’’  * By  the  Constitution, 
while  it  bore  the  unadulterated  impress  of  the  wisdom  of 
its  framers,  and  before  it  had  been  impaired  by  amend- 
ment, the  candidate  receiving  the  second  highest  number 
of  votes  was  to  be  declared  the  Vice-President.  The  lot 
fell  upon  one  who,  during  the  whole  combat  of  the  Revo- 
olution,  had  b't^en  in  the  halls  of  legislation  what  his  illus- 
trious compeer  had  been  in  the  field, — first  in  wisdom  and 
foremost  in  action.!  > 

The  gratifying  result  having  been  thus  ascertained 
agreeably  to'  the  constitutional  forms,  Charles  Thomson, 
the  secretary  of  the  old  Congress,  was  dispatched  to 
Mount  Vernon,  as  a commissioner,  to  notify  the  chieftain 
of  his  election.  Meantime  a discussion  arose  in  both 
Houses,  resulting  in  an  irreconcilable  difference  between 
them,  of  a character  at  once  delicate  and  interesting.  It 
called  forth  great  talent,  and  first  awakened  those  feelings 
of  democratic  jealousy  and  distrust  of  titles  and  power, 
of  which  we  have  seen  so  much  since.  Not  that  our  mod- 
ern republicans  are  opposed,  per  sc^  to  titles  of  a subordi- 
nate character,  since  for  this  species  of  distinction  no 

* Inaugural  Address  of  the  first  Vice-President — the  elder  Adams. 

I The  vote  st(X)d  a.s  follows:  George  Washington,  G'J ; John  Adams,  3t; 
John  Jay,  9;  Robert  H.  Harrison,  6;  John  Rutledge,  0 ; John  Hancock,  4; 
George  Clinton,  3 ; Samuel  Huntington,  *2  : John  Milton,  2 : and  one  each  for 
James  Armstrong,  Edward  Telfair,  and  Bt-njamiii  Lincoln. 
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people  on  earth  appear  so  fond,  or  in  fact  enjoy  so  much, 
or  ndhere  to  it  with  greater  tenacity.  Many  of  the  mo.^t 
respectable  citizens  were  constant  listeners  to  the  debates 
of  which  we  have  just  been  speaking ; for  they  were  not 
only  interested  in  the  principle  involved,  but  loved  to 
study  the  characters  of  those  noble  spirits  who  were  now 
assembled  to  consummate  the  revolution  which  their  wis- 
dom and  valor  had  achieved,  by  reducing  the  'discordant 
members  of  the  republic  to  order,  and  adjusting  the  details 
of  a government,  under  the  firm  but  harmonious  action  of 
which,  complicated  as  it  was,  it  was  hoped  the  principles 
* of  civil  and  religious  freedom  would  for  ages  find  shelter 
and  protection.  The  question  at  issue  was  upon  the 
adoption  of  some  respectful  title  by  which  the  President 
of  the  United  States  should  be  addressed  in  their  ofiicial 
intercourse  with  him.  The  first  proposition  in  the  Senate 
was,  that  the  official  address  should  be  His  Excellency.” 
But  this  was  not  considered  as  sufficiently  elevated.  It 
was  at  length  determined  bv  that  bodv,  that  the  address 
should  be — “ His  Highness  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  and  the  Protector  of  their  Liberties.”  But  the 
House  of  Repre.sentatives  obstinately  refused  to  sanction 
any  title  whatever,  and  declared  that  the  constitutional 
address — “ To  the  President” — was  the  only  title  which, 
as  consistent  republicans,  they  could  sanction.  Commit- 
tees of  conference  were  appointed,  but  to  no  purpose.  The 
indomitable  spirit  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
not  to  be  moved.  The  Senate  finally  resolved  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  address  the  President  by  some  respect- 
ful title  ; but,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  they  would  for  the 
present  act  in  conformity  with  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives.” And  thus  the  matter  has  rested  to  this  day. 

Summoned  by  the  worthy  messenger  of  Congress  to 
repair  to  the  seat  of  government  and  assume  the  high 
trust  which  had  been  conferred  upon  him  by  the  people, 
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the  progress  of  the  President-elect,  from  the  shades  of 
Vt-rnon  to  New  York,  was  like  a triumphant  procession 
the  whole  distance.  At  Philadelphia  he  was  met 
!(V  Governor  St.  Clair,  General  Mifflin,  and  other  distin- 
;:ul.'‘hed  citizens,  with  the  most  rapturous  enthusiasm.  A 
-rand  banquet  was  prepared,  of  which  he  partook ; and 
addresses  were  presented  to  him  from  all  classes  of  the 
people,  expressive  ’of  their  gratitude  for  his  past  services, 
their  joy  for  his  present  elevation,  and  their  confidence  in 
his  future  administration.  As  he  passed  through  the 
'treets^  the  welkin  rang  with  their  joyous  acclamations, 
.md  shouts  of  ‘‘Long  live  George  Washington,  the  father 
uf  his  people,’’  resounded  from  thousands  of  voices.  But, 
however  flattering  would  have  been  these  spontaneous 
marks  of  popular  affection  to  ordinary  mortals,  the  con- 
duct of  the  great  chief  on  the  occasion  illustrated  the 
republican  virtue  of  dignified  humility,  and  showed  how 
excellent  is  glory  when  earned  by  virtue.  Instead  of 
assuming  the  pomp  of  royalty,  or  of  any  personal  superior- 
ity, he  sought  throughout  to  prove  himself,  not  only  the 
friend  of  the  people,  but  one  of  them. 

An  escort  attended  him  from  the  hospitable  city  of 
Penn,  until  he  was  received  by  the  citizens  of  Trenton, 
into  which  place  he  was  conducted  by  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary authorities  of-  New  Jersey,  with  every  patriotic 
demonstration  of  respect  and  joy.  This  place  had  been 
rendered  memorable  by  the  capture  of  the  Hessians,  and 
by  the  repulse  of  the  British  troops  near  the  bridge  over 
tile  Delaware,  the  night  before  the  Battle  of  Trenton, 
llecollecting  these  circumstances,  the  ladies  of  that  city 
f ‘nned  and  executed  the  design  of  testifying  their  grati- 
tude to  the  chieftain  for  the  protection  of  their  daughters, 
by  celebrating  those  actions  in  their  pageant.  For  this 
purpose  a triumphal  arch  was  raised  on  the  bridge,  of 
twenty  feet  span,  supported  by  thirteen  pillars,  each  of 
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which  was  entwined  with  wreaths  of  evergreens.  The 
arch  was  covered  with  branches  of  laurel,  and  decorated 
on  the  inside  with  evergreens  and  flowers.  Suitable  in- 
scriptions were  tastefully  disposed,  intertwined  with  flow- 
ers of  various  hues.  On  the  center  of  the  arch  above 
stood  a dome  bearing  the  dates  of  the  glorious  actions 
referred  to,  inscribed  in  letters  of  gold,  and  enwreathed 
with  flowers.  The  summit  of  the  dome  displayed  a large 
sun-flower,  which,  directing  to  the  sun,  signified,  in  the 
language  of  Flora,  “ To  you  alone^'‘ — an  emblem  of  the 
unanimity  of  the  people  in  his  favor.  Assembled  beneath 
’the  arch  were  many  ladies,  surrounded  by  their  daughters, 
to  welcome  their  former  deliverer  and  defender.  As  the 
chieftain  passed  beneath  the  arch,  a choir  of  girls,  dressed 
in  white,  and  crowned  with  wreaths  and  chaplets  of 
floWers,  sung  a sonata  composed  for  the  occasion,  com- 
mencing— 

“ Welcome,  mighty  chief,  once  more.” 

Each  of  the  white-robed  misses  carried  a basket  of  flowers, 
which,  as  the  concluding  line  was  sung — 

“ Strew  your  hero's  way  with  flowers,” — 

were  scattered  in  the  path  as  he  advanced.  The  pageant 
was  simple  and  beautiful;  and  the  General  returned 
thanks  for  the  compliment  in  a card  which  was  published 
at  the  time,  and  in  which  the  white-robed  maidens  were 
particularly  mentioned. 

Thence  to  Elizabethtown,  the  journey  of  the  chieftain 
was  a continued  pageant,  in  which  no  means  were  left 
untried  by  the  people  to  testify  their  attachment  to  the 
ruler  of  their  choice.  At  this  point,  preparations  had 
been  made  to  receive  their  illustrious  fellow-citizen  by  tlie 
authorities  of  New  York.  A splendid  barge,  constructed 
for  the  occasion,  and  elegantly  decorated,  had  been  dis- 
patched thither  to  receive  the  beloved  soldier  and  states- 
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in  \n  in  a manner  corresponding  with  his  exalted  character, 
and  the  dignity  of  the  station  he  was  about  to  fill.  The 
^ u-'j:e  was  rowed  by  thirteen  masters  of  vessels, — Thomas 
It  mdall,  Esq.,  acting  as  cockswain,  and  commanded  by 
Commodore  Nicholson.  A deputation  from  the  Senate 
and  ‘House  of  Representatives,  together  with  the  Chan- 
I'olior  of  State,  the  Adjutant-General,  and  the  Recorder 
of  the  city,  proceeded  to  Elizabethtown  in  the  barge, 
wliicli  was  accompanied  by  two  others,  one  being  occupied 
!>y  the  Board  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  by  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  embarkation  took  place  on  the  morning  of  April 
2dd — as  clear  and  beautiful  a day  as  could  be  desired.  A 
."alvo  of  artillery  announced  the  departure  of  the  flotilla 
from -the  Jersey  shore,  and  the  spectacle,  as  the  fleet  of 
boats  which  had  joined  the  procession  emerged  from  the 
narrow  pass  of  the  Kills  into  the  noble  bay  of  New  York, 
was  of  the  most  animating  description.  From  every  point, 
the  smaller  craft,  of,all  kinds  and  degrees,  sped  their  way 
thither  to  join  in  the  fleet.  All  the  flags  and  nautical 
decorations  upon  which  hands  could  be  laid  for  the  occa- 
sion were  put  in  requisition,  and  were  now  fluttering  in 
the  breeze,  as  the  thousand  boats  danced  lioRtlv  over  the 
blue  waters,  and  the  many  thousands  of  oars,  briskly  plied, 
flashed  in  the  sunbeams,  as  with  every  stroke  they  were 
lifted  from  the  foam.  Every  ship  in  the  harbor  was  gayly 
dressed  for  the  occasion,  excepting  the  Galveston^  a Spanish 
man-of-war,  which  lay  at  anchor,  displaying  only  her  own 
proper  colors.  The  contrast  which  she  presented  when 
compared  with  the  splendid  flags  and  streamers  floating 
troin  every  other  vessel  in  the  bay,  especially  the  govern- 
ment-ship, the  North  Carolina,  universally  observed, 
and  the  neglect  was  beginning  to  occasion  unpleasant 
remarks ; when,  as  the  barge  of  the  General  came  abreast. 

in  an  instant,  as  if  bv  magic,  the  Spaniard  displaved  every 
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flag  and  signal  known  among  nations.  This  handsome 
compliment  was  accompanied  by  a salute  of  thirteen  guii'. 
Salutes  were  also  fired  from  the  North  Carolina  and  llu* 
Battery  of  thirteen  guns  each. 

Stairs  for  the  landing  of  the  chieftain  had  been  pre- 
pared upon  Murray’s  Wharf,  on  arriving  at  which  a salute 
was  fired  by  a detachment  of  artillery  commanded  by 
Captain  Van  Dyck.  He  was  there  received  by  Governor 
Clinton,  who  made  a congratulatory  address  on  the  occa- 
sion; together  with  the  principal  otficers  of  the  State,  and 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  city.  There  was  a very 
, large  assemblage  of  people  at  the  dock,  waiting  anxiously, 
but  not  impatiently,  for  the  moment  when  they  could 
greet  the  arrival  of  the  great  object  of  their  proudest  hopes 
and  afiections,  and  gratify  their  desires  of  looking — many 
of  them  again,  and  man}’  others  for  the  first  time — upon 
that  noble  form  and  godlike  countenance.  There  was  no 
crowding  for  rank,  or  struggle  for  places,  but  all  were 
respectful  and  decorous  in  their  demeanor.  One  old  man, 
whose  head  was  frosted  by  upward  of  seventy  winters, 
standing  upon  the  wharf,  was  particularly  noted  as  labor- 
ing under  deep  and  evident  emotion  He  succeeded  in 
grasping  the  hand  of  the  chieftain,  and,  as  he  passed  along, 
audibly,  but  involuntarily,  expressed  himself  as  follows  : — 
‘‘  I have  beheld  him  when  commanding  the  American 
armies ; I saw  him  at  the  conclusion  of  peace,  returning 
to  the  bosom  of  his  family  in  his  primeval  habitation  ; and 
now  I behold  him  returning  to  take  the  chair  of  the 
Presidentship.  I have  not  now  another  wish  but  that  he 
may  die  as  he  has  lived,  the  beloved. of  his  country!” 

From  the  landing,'  the  chief  was  conducted  by  a 
numerous  procession,  civil  and  military,  through  Queen 
Street  to  the  quarters  of  Governor  Clinton,  at  Faunce’s 
Tavern,*  the  large  and  ancient  structure  yet  standing  in 


* Also  known  as  Bolton's  and  Sam  Francis’  Tavern. 
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IVarl  Street,  on  the  south-east  “corner  of  Broad.  The 
{mlitary  portion  of  the  procession  consisted  of  Captain 
Stokes’s  dragoons,  Captain  Van  Dyck^s  artillery,  the 
(hTiiiaii  Guards  of  Captain  Scriba,  a detachment  of  in- 
fantry' under  Captains  Swartwout  and  Steddiford,  and 
the  artillery  of  Colonel  Bauman.  Next  came  the  Cor- 
poration, with  the  public  officers;  the  President  elect 
walked  with  Governor  Clinton,  his  old  companion  in 
arms.  The  clergy  followed'  in  a body.  The  foreign 
ambassadors,  in  their  carriages,  came  next,  and  the  cit- 
izens promiscuously  brought  up  the  rear.  The  wffiole 
were  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Morgan  Lewis,  mar- 
.-hal  of  the  day,  assisted  by  Majors  Morton  and  Yan  Horne. 

The  day  w^as  one  of  unmingled  joy.  No  former  event 
of  a civic  chai-acter  had  more  deeply  arrested  the  public 
attention.  The  hand  of  labor  wvis  suspended,  and  the 
various  pleasures  of  the  city  were  concentrated  into  a single 
enjoyment.  All  ranks  and  professions,  with  one  universal 
acclaim,  joined  in  the  loud  welcome  to  “ the  Father  of 
his  Country.”  The  city  wms  illuminated  in  the  evening ; 
and  many  beautiful  and  appropriate  transparencies  w^ere 
exhibited,  creditable  at  once  to  the  citizens  wffio  displayed 
them  and  to  the  artists  by  whom  they  w'ere  executed. 

The  30th  day  of  April,  1789,  wms  appointed  by  Con- 
gress for  the  august  ceremony  of  inducting  the  first 
President  of  our  Federal  Union  into  his  exalted 

. -r,  , , . . T 1789. 

station.  Pursuant  to  previous  notice  and  concert, 
all  the  churches  in  the  city  w’ere  opened  at  nine  o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  that  day,  and  their  respective  congregations 
repaired  to  them,  to  unite  in  imploring  the  blessing  of 
Heaven  on  the  new  government.  In  these  enliglitened 
days,  wdien  chaplains  are  voted  out  of  legislative  halls 
from  a sensitive  regard  to  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the 
people’s  money,  it  may,  perhaps,  appear  strange  that  such 
a concerted  ceremony  should  have  preceded  the  other 
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duties  of  the  dav.  But  the  truth  is,  our  Revolutionarv 
forefathers  were  a race  of  men  sui  generis^  and  they  had  a 
way  of  doing  things  peculiar  to  themselves.  They  were 
in  the  habit  of  imploring  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  all 
their  important  undertakings,  and  of  returning  thanks  tor 
all  signal  blessings  ; and,  at  the  time  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Federal  Government,  the  march  of  mind  had  not 
yet  been  so  rapid  as  altogether  to  have  left  this  custom  in 
forgetfulness. 

At  twelve  o’clock,  a procession  was  formed  under  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Lewis,  consisting  of  the  same  detach- 
ments of  the  State  troops  which  had  been  detailed  for  the 
reception  of  the  President  elect  on  his  landing.  The 
President’s  house  was  then  in  Cherry  Street,  a few  doors 
from  Franklin  Square, — which  was  at  that  period  the 
court  end  of  the  town.  The  procession  moved  thence 
through  Queen,  Great  Dock,  and  Broad  Streets,  until  they 
arrived  in  front  of  the  building  called  Federal  Hall ; it 
having  been  determined  that  the  ceremony  of  administer- 
ing the  Oath  should  take  place  in  the  open  space  in  front 
of  the  Senate  Chamber,  which  was  on  the  second  story  of 
the  building,  and  in  full  view  of  the  people  who  should 
assemble  in  Wall  and  Broad  Streets  as  spectators.  Stop- 
ping at  the  proper  distance,  the  procession  was  divided 
into  two  pcirallel  lines,  facing  inwardly,  and  the  observed 
of  all  observers”  passed  through  with  stately  and  solemn 
tread,  attended  by  John  Jay,  General  Knox,  Chancellor 
Livingston,  and  other  distinguislied  gentlemen.  They 
were  conducted,  first  to  the  Senate  Chamber,  where  the 
President  elect  was  introduced  to  both  Houses,  assembled 
in  convention  to  receive  him.  Thence  the  illustrious 
individual  was  conducted  to  the  gallery  or  terrace  before 
mentioned,  overlooking  the  two  streets  in  which  the 
multitude  had  assembled. 

As  the  building  under  wliose  lofty  pediment  this  im- 
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p4)<in^  scene  was  exhibited  has  been  so  long  swept  from 
(he  face  of  the  earth  that  few  of  the  present  generation 
liave  any  distinct  recollection  of  it,  a description  of  it  may 
aid  our  attempt  to  depict  the  sublime  ceremony,  which  it 
is  the  principal  design  of  the  present  chapter  to  bring 
1)0 fore  the  reader.  On  the  site  of  the  old  City  Hall,  which 
had  served  the  provincials  for  a court-house,  and  was  a 
mean,  unsightly  object,  projecting  awkwardly  into  Wall 
Street  from  the  north,  a noble  edifice  had  been  erected  for 
the  accommodation  of  Congress,  on  a plan  and  under  the 
direction  of  Monsieur  L’Enfant,  a French  architect,  at 
that  time  in  high  repute,  whose  name  we  had  occasion  to 
mention  in  a preceding  page.  This  building,  like  the  first, 
projected  into  Wall  Street,  but  permitted  foot-passengers 
to  continue  their  promenades  through  an  arched  way. 
Over  this  arcade  was  a balcony,  the  pediment  projecting 
over,  which  was  supported  by  four  massive  Doric  pillars, 
dividing  the  open  space  into  three  parts,  and  forming  an 
ai'ca  similar  in  that  respect  to  the  divisions  in  E-aphaeks 
“ Beautiful  Gate  of  the  Temple.”  After  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  this  building  was  called  Federal  Hall.^ 
Its  front  was  upon  Broad  Street,  which  was  terminated 
by  it.  Persons  on  the  balcony  would,  consequently,  be  in 
full  view  from  that  street;  and  it  was  tliere,  within  a few 
yards  of  the  Hall,  that  a few  select  spectators  took  their 
stand. 

The  volunteer  companies  of  infantry  were  paraded  in 
front  of  the  Hall  on  Wall  Street.  A troop  of  horse,  uni- 
formed and  equi})ped  much  after  the  manner  of  Lee's  and 
Sheldoifs  dragoons  (as  may  be  seen  in  the  picture  of 
Jack  Laughton,  the  hero  of  Cooper’s  ‘‘Spy,”  as  painted  by 
our  distinguished  countryman,  Dunlop),  were  prominent 
figures.  Of  the  foot-soldiers,  the  most  conspicuous  were 

* In  later  years,  succeeded  by  the  Custom-house,  which  is  now  tlie  United 
Stales  Sub-treasury 
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and  faced  with  black  bear-skin.  "A  company  in  the  full 
uniform  of  Scotch  Highlanders,  with  the  national  music 
of  the  bagpipe,  were  seen  among  the  military  of  the  day, 
as  also  were  several  well-disciplined  and  well-equipped 
corps  of  light  infantry  and  artillery.  Colonel  Lewis, 
the  marshal,  was  assisted  by  Major  Morton,  acting  aid- 
de-camp,  as  on  the  occasion  of  the  landing  one  week 
before. 

Both  Houses  of  Congress,  having  left  their  respective 
cliambers  to  witness  the  ceremony,  now  quite  filled  the 
balcony  and  the  space  behind  it.  Every  part  of  the  build- 
ing was  thronged.  From  the  balcony  the  view  of  Broad 
Street  was  as  of  one  mass,  a silent  and  expectant  throng ; 
with  faces  upturned,  they  gazed  upon  the  great  object  of 
their  regard,  as  he  came  forth  from  the  interior  of  the 
Hall,  and  took  his  place  in  the  center  of  the  balcony, 
between  the  two  pillars  which  formed  the  boundaries  of 
the  middle  comparfment  of  the  picture.  He  made  his 
appearance  in  a plain  suit  of  brown  cloth,  coat,  waistcoat, 
and  breeches,  white  silk  stockings,  and  buckles  of  the  sim- 
plest fiishion  in  his  shoes,  and  every  article  of  his  dress 
was  of  American  manufacture.*  His  head  was  uncov- 
ered, his  hair  powdered  and  dressed  in  the  prevailing 
fashion  of  that  day,  completed  the  costume  in  which  his 
tall,  fine  figure  was  presented  to  view,  at  the  moment 
which  formed  that  epoch  in  the  history  of  nations. 

John  Adams,  the  Vice-President,  who  had  a few  days 
previously  been  inducted  into  office  without  parade  in  the 
Senate,  a short,  athletic  figure,  in  a somewhat  similar 
garb,  but  with  the  old-fashioned  Massachusetts  wig,  dressed 
and  powdered,  stood  upon  the  right  of  the  chieftain.  Roger 
Sherman  was  seen  in  the  group,  a little  behind,  standing 
with  Hamilton  and  many  other  sages  and  warriors,  among 

* Adams  was  also  entirely  clad  in  American  fabrics  on  the  occasion  here 
described. 
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whom  was  the  American  artillerist,  Knox,  and  the  accom- 
plished Baron  Steuben. 

Opposite  to  the  President  elect  stood  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston, in  a full  suit  of  black,  ready  to  administer  the 
oath  of  office.  Between  them,  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, a small,  short  man,  held  the  open  Bible,  upon  a rich 
crimson  cushion.  The  man  on  wdiom  all  eyes  were  fixed, 
stretched  forth  his  hand  with  simplicity  and  dignity.  The 
oath  of  office  ^vas  administered.  The  Bible  w^as  raised,  and 
his  head  bowled  upon  it  to  kiss  the  sacred  volume.  The 
Chancellor  then  proclaimed  that  it  Was  done,  in  a full, 
•distinct  voice,  and  in  the  following  w^ords : Long  lwe 

George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States  ! ” 
The  silence  of  thousands  was  at  an  end, — the  air  was 
rent  with  acclamations,  dictated  by  reason,  and  bursting 
from  the  hearts  and  tongues  of  men  who  felt  that  the 
happiness  of  themselves,  their  posterity,  and  their  country 
was  secured. 

The  President  bowed,  and,  having  retired  to  the  Hall 
of  the  Ptepresentatives,  where  the  Senate  also  assembled, 
delivered  his  inaugural  speech.  Thence,  the  President, 
accompanied  by  the  Vice-President,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  the  members  of  both 
Houses,  repaired  in  procession  to  St.  Paul’s  Church,  where 
Divine  service  was  performed  bj’  Bishop  Provost,  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Senate ; and,  before  the  adjournment  of 
Congress,  they  passed  a resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  recommending  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  observe  a day  of  thanksgiving  and 
prayer,  on  account  of  the  successful  arganization  of  the 
new  Government. 

Such  was  the  spectacle ; so  simple,  so  dignified  was 
this  august  ceremony ! Contrast  it  with  the  impious 
mockery  of  Heaven  and  the  degrading  pageantry  displayed 
to  mislead  the  children  of  earth,  which  attends  the  coro- 
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nation  of  European  potentates,  and  every  American  must 
I'cfl  proud,  and  justly  proud,  when  he  contemplates  the 
jHcture  it  presents  of  the  institutions  and  manners  of  his 
own  couiitiw!  ‘‘It  seemed,”  said  a young  gentleman  in  a 
letter  to  a distant  father,  “ to  be  a solemn  appeal  to 
Heaven  and  earth  at  once.  Upon  the  subject  of  this  great 
and  good  man,”  he  added,  “I  may,  perhaps,  be  an  en- 
thusiast; but  I confess  I was  under  an  awful  and  religious 
persuasion  that  the  gracious  Ruler  of  the  Universe  was 
looking  down  at  that  moment  with  peculiar  complacency 
upon  an  act  which,  to  the  American  portion  of  His 
creatiu'es,  was  so  very  important.  Under  this  impression, 
when  the  distinguished  Chancellor  of  New  York  announced, 
in  a very  feeling  inanner,  the  words  ‘ Long  live  George 
Washington,’  my  sensibility  was  wound  up  to  such  a 
})itch  that  I could  do  no  more  than  wave  my  hat  with  the 
rest,  without  the  power  of  joining  in  the  repeated  accla- 
mations which  rent  the  air.” 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  had  all  been  marked  by 
that  gravity  and  solemnity  befitting  the  importance  of  the 
occasion.  It  was,'  however,  a day  of  unmingled  rejoicing; 
and,  after  the  more  imposing  civic  and  religious  ceremonies 
were  over,  the  popular  feeling  broke  forth  in  the  usual 
manifestations  of  gladness.  The  festivities  closed  by  an 
illumination  in  the  evening  of  unparalleled  splendor,  and 
by  a display  of  fireworks  under  tlie  dii'ection  of  Colonel 
Bauman,  of  the  artillery,  which  had  only  been  equaled  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  by  the  memorable  pyrotechnical 
exhibition  which  took  place  at  West  Point  during  the 
Revolution,  when  our  French  allies  were  celebrating  tlie 
birtii  of  the  Dauphin — the  unfortunate  young  prince  who 
subsequently,  after  his  fither’s  execution,  himselt  fell  a 
victim  to  that  spirit  of  freedom  which  those  French  ofiicers 
imbibed  in  this  country,  and  which,  running  to  riot  after 
their  return,  drenched  the  whole  surface  of  France  in  blood. 
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Ghreat  pains  had  been  taken  the  principal  citizens 
and  the  public  authorities  in  the  preparation  ot- appropriate 
transparencies.  At  the  foot  of  Broadway  a splendid 
painting  was  exhibited,  representing  the  Virtues  of  Forti- 
tude, Justice,  and  Wisdom,  intended  as  emblems — the  (irst 
of  the  President,  the  second  of  the  Senate,  and  the  third 
of  the  House  of  Hepresentatives.  Of  the  propriety  of 
the  first,  the  world  had  had  the  fullest  evidence ; and  the 
two  others  were  well  applied  then,  however  great  would 
be  the  solecism  of  such  an  appropriation  of  those  attributes 
in  later  and  more  degenerate  days.  The  Federal  Hall 
• was  illuminated  with  great  splendor,  and  attracted  uni- 
versal attention.  The  Theatre,  then  situated  at  the  corner 
of  Fly- Market  Slip,  was  likewise  tastefully  illuminated  by 
various  patriotic  and  attractive  paintings.  The  ship  North 
Carolina^  off  the  Battery,  displayed  a glorious  pyramid 
of  stars,  lustrous  and  beautiful  as  the  lamps  of  heaven. 

The  illuminations  of  private  residences  which  attracted 
the  greatest  attention  were  those  of  the  French  and 
Spapish  Ministers — the  Count  Moustier  and  Don  Gardoqiii. 
These  Ministers  both  felt  a lively  interest  in  the  rising 
destinies  of  the  young  republic,  and  lost  no  suitable  occa- 
sion for  testifying  their  friendship.  Their  houses  were 
situated  in  Broadway,  near  the  Bowling  Green,  and  they 
seem  to  have  exerted  a generous  rivalry  in  their  prep- 
arations for  celebrating  this  event.  The  illuminations  of. 
both  were  in  a style  of  elegance  and  splendor  alike  novel, 
attractive,  and  beautiful.  The  doors  and  windows  of 
Count  Moustier  displayed  splendid  borderings  of  lamps, 
with  fancy  pieces  in  each  window  of  tasteful  and  compli- 
mentary designs.  But  the  decorations  of  the  Spaniard’s 
mansion  excelled.  The  tout  ensemUe  formed  a superbly 
brilliant  front.  The  principal  transparency  represented 
the  figures  of  the  Graces,  exceedingly  well  executed, 
among  a pleasing  variety  of  patriotic  emblems,  together 
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with  shrubbery,  arches,  flowers,  and  fountains.  The  effect 
was  greatly  heightened  by  the  disposition  of  moving  pic- 
tures of  persons  and  figiu’es  in  the  background,  so  skillfully 
devised  and  executed  as  to  present  the  illusion  of  a living 
panorama  in  a little  spot  of  fairy  land. 

But  we  will  not  dwell  too  long  upon  the  incidents  of 
this  joyful  evening,  as  other  objects  crowd  upon  our  atten- 
tion. The  inauguration  was  succeeded  by  a round  oi  fetes 
of  a different  description,  the  recollection  of  which  it  is 
our  design  briefly  to  revive,  before  concluding  the  present 
chapter. 

For  several  subsequent  days  the  time  of  the  President 
was  much  occupied  in  receiving  visits,  official  and  un- 
olFicial,  of  individuals,  societies,  and  public  bodies,  calling 
to  pay  their  respects  to  the  first  magistrate.  In  all 
instances,  their  reception  was  such  as  still  more  to  endear 
the  illustrious  man  in  their  affections  ; for,  altliougli  inured 
to  the  camp,  and  in  earlier  life  to  the  still  rougher  service 
of  border  warfare  in  the  wilderness,  no  one  could  dispense 
the  coiudesies  of  the  drawing-room,  or  the  ceremonies  of 
state,  with  more  true  dignity,  blended  with  a just  measure 
of  affability  and  condescension,  than  Washington. 

Extensive  preparations  had  been  made  by  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  city  dancing  assemblies  to  pay  the  Presi- 
dent the  compliment  of  an  Inauguration  Ball.  The 
honored  lady  of  the  chieftain,  however,  had  not  accom- 
panied her  august  husband  to  New  York,  but  was  to 
follow  in  a few  days.  The  anxiety  for  her  arrival  was, 
therefore,  great;  though,  of  course,  proportionably  less 
than  it  had  been  for  the  President  elect  himself  But  a 
short  time  intervened  before  her  approach  to  Elizabeth- 
town was  announced,  accompanied  by  the  lady  of  Robert 
Morris,  of  Philadelphia — then  in  the  Federal  Senate.  She 
was  met  by  the  President  at  Elizabethtown  Point,  who 
proceeded  thither,  with  Robert  Morris  and  several  other 
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gentlemen  of  distinction,  in  tker  barge  already  descriljcd, 
rowed,  as  before,  by  tbirtedn  eminent  pilots,  in  bandsoine 
white  dresses.  Tbe  passage  tbrongb  tbe  bay  again  pre- 
sented a brilliant  spectacle ; a salute  was  fired  on  passing 
tbe  Battery  ; and,  on  ber  landing,  sbe  was  welcomed  by 
large  crowds  of  citizens  wbo  bad  assembled  to  testify  tbeir 

joy- 

Tbe  ball  was  truly  an  elegant  entertainment.  Tbe  ol<l 
‘‘  City  Assembly  Ilooms,”  in  wbicb  it  took  place,  were  in 
a large  wooden  building  standing  upon  tbe  site  of  tbe  old 
City  Hotel. In  addition  to  tbe  distinguisbed  pair  for 
’wbom  it  was  given,  it  was  honored  by  tbe  Vice-President, 
the  Speaker  of  tbe  House,  and  most  of  the  members  of 
both  branches  of  Congress ; Governor  (George)  Clinton, 
Chancellor  Livingston,  Chief-Justice  Yates,  of  New  York; 
tbe  Hon.  John  Jay,  General  Knox,  tbe  Commissioners  of 
tbe  Treasury;  James  Duane,  Mayor  of  tbe  city;  tbe 
Baron  Steuben,  General  Hamilton,  the  French  and  Spanish 
Ambassadors,  and  many  other  distinguisbed  gentlemen, 
both  Americans  and  foreigners.  Never  was  a lady,  either 
in  public  or  private  life,  more  popular  than  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton; and,  from  tbe  moment  of  ber  arrival,  tbe  most 
respectful  attentions  had  been  paid  to  ber  by  tbe  principal 
ladies  of  tbe  city,  and  by  those  likewise  of  celebrity  from 
a distance.  A numerous  and  brilliant  collection  of  ladies 
consequently  graced  the  saloon  with  tbeir  presence,  and 
tbe  decorations  were  such  as  in  all  respects  comported 
with  tbeir  presence  and  tbe  proud  occasion.  Among  tbe 
leading  circles  were  tbe  lady  of  bis  Excellency  Governor 
Clinton,  Lady  Sterling,  Lady  Mary  Watts,  Lady  Kitty 

* The  City  Hotel — the  Astor  House  of  that  day,  and  built,  by  Ezra  Weeks — 
stood  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  on  the  block  from  Thames  to  Cedar 
Streets,  and  was  for  many  years  the  most  distinf^uished  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  the  country.  It  was  the  site  of  the  Kin^r's  Arras  Tavern”  of  a 
hundred  years  previous,  which  was  also  in  its  day  one  of  the  most  prominent 
points  of  interest  in  the  “ fashionables  ” of  “old  New  York.” 
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Duor,  La  Marchioness  De  Brekaiij  Mrs.  Langdon,  Mrs. 
Dulton,  Mrs.  Duane  (the  Mayoress),  Mrs.  Peter  Van 
Ih'ook  Livingston,  Mrs.  Livingston,  of  Clermont ; Mrs. 
Chancellor  Livingston,  the  Misses  Livingston,  Lady 
'romple,  Madame  de  la  Forest,  Mrs.  Montgomery,  Mrs. 
Knox,  Mrs.  Thomson,  Mrs.  Gerry,  Mrs.  Edgar,  Mrs. 
McComb,  Mrs.  Lynch,  Mrs.  Houston,  Mrs.  Grillin,  Mrs. 
Provost,  the  Misses  Bayard,  and  many  others  of  the  most 
respectable  families  in  the  State  and  from  abroad.  The 
whole  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  at  the  pile  exceeded 
three  hundred. 

There  was  more  of  etiquette  in  the  arrangements  for 
this  complimentary  ball  than  was  thought  by  some  to  be 
exactly  consistent  with  our  republican  institutions,  and 
more,  in  fact,  than  was  altogether  agreeal)le  to  the  feelings 
of  HLM  in  whose  honor  it  was  observed.  In  connection 
with  the  managers  of  the  assemblies.  Colonel  Plumphries 
and  Colonel  William  S.  Smith  Avere  selected  to  adjust  the 
ceremonies,  and  their  arrangements  were  reported  to  have 
been  as  folloAvs : — At  the  head  of  the  room,  upon  a plat- 
form handsomely  carpeted,  and  beneath  a rich  drapery  of 
curtains  and  banners,  Avas  placed  a damask-coA'ered  sola, 
upon  Avhich  the  President  and  Lady  Washington  Avere  to 
be  seated.  The  platform  AA^as  ascended  by  a tlight  of 
three  or  four  steps.  The  costume  of  the  gentlen}en  Avas 
prescribed ; their  hair-AAais  to  be  dressed  in  bags,  Avith  tAvo 
long  curls  on  the  sides,  Avith  poAvder,  of  course,  and  all 
Avere  to  appear  and  dance  Avith  small  swords.  Each 
gentleman,  on  taking  a partner  to  dance,  AA'as  to  lead  her 
to  the  sofa,  and  make  a Ioav  obeisance  to  the  President 
and  his  lady,  and  repeat  the  ceremony  of  respect  before 
taking 'their  seats  after  the  figure  Avms  concluded.  The 
decorations  of  the  assembly-room  Avere  truly  splendid  and 
very  tastefully  disposed. 

At  that  time  there  had  been  no  more  brilliant  assem- 
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blage  of  ladies  in  America  tlian  were  collected  on  this 
occasion..  Few  jewels  were  then  worn  in  the  United 
States^  but  in  other  respects  their  dresses  were  rich  and 
beautiful,  according  to  the  flxshions  of  the  day.  We  are 
not  quite  sure  that  we  can  describe  the  full  dress  of  a lady 
of  rank  at  the  period  under  consideration  so  as  to  render 
it  intelligible.  But  we  will  make  the  attempt.  One 
favorite  dress  was  a plain  celestial  blue  satin  gown,  with 
a white  satin  petticoat.  On  the  neck  was  worn  a very 
large  Italian  gauze  handkerchief,  wdth  border  stripes  of 
satin.  The  head-dress  was  a pouf  of  gauze,  in  the  form 
’ of  a globe,  the  creneaux  or  head-piece  of  which  was  com- 
posed of  white  satin,  having  a double  wing,  in  large  plaits, 
and  trimmed  with  a wreath  of  artificial  roses  falling  from 
the  left  at  the  top  to  the  right  at  the  bottom  in  front,  and 
the  reverse  behind.  The  hair  was  dressed  all  over  in 
detached  curls,  four  of  which,  in  two  ranks,  fell  on  each 
side  of  the  neck,  and  was  relieved  behind  by  a floating 
chignon. 

Another  beautiful  dress  was  a perriot,  made  of  gray 
Indian  tafieta,  with  dark  stripes  of  the  same  color,  having- 
two  collars,  the  one  yellow  and  the  other  white,  both 
trimmed  with  a blue  silk  fringe,  and  a reverse  trimmed  in 
the  same  manner.  Under  the  perriot  they  wore  a yellow 
corset  or  boddice,  with  large  cross  stripes  of  blue.  Some 
of  the  ladies  with  this  dress  wore  hats  a rEspagnole  of 
white  satin,  wdtli  a band  of  the  same  material  placed  on 
the  crown,  like  the  wreath  of  flowers  on  the  head-dress 
above-mentioned.  This  hat,  which,  with  a plume,  was  a 
very  popular  article  of  dress,  was  relieved  on  the  left 
side,  having  two  handsome  cockades,  one  of  which  was 
at  the  top  and  the  other  at  the  bottom.  On  the  neck 
w^as  worn  a very  large  plain  gauze  handkerchief,  the  ends 
of  which  were  hid  under  the  boddice,  afteo"  the  man- 
ner represented  in  Trumbuirs  and  Stuart’s  portraits  of 
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L:u\v  Washington.  Round  the  bosom  of  the  perriot  a 
b ill  of  gauze,  a la  Henri  IV ^ was  attached,  cut  in  points 
around  the  edge. 

Tliere  was  still  another  dress  which  was  thought  to  be 
very  simple  and  pretty.  It  consisted  of  a perriot  and  pet- 
ticoat, both  composed  of  the  same  description  of  gray 
-triped  silk,  and  trimmed  round  with  gauze,  cut  in  points 
at  tiie  edges  in  the  manner  of  herrisons.  The  herrisons 
were,  indeed,  nearly  the  sole  trimmings  used  for  the  per- 
riots,  caracos,  and  petticoats  of  fashionable  ladies,  made 
either  of  ribands  or  Italian  gauze.  With  this  dress  they 
wore  large  gauze  handkerchiefs  upon  their  necks,  with  four 
>atin  stripes  around  the  border,  two  of  which  were  narrow 
and  the  others  broad.  The  head-dress  was  a plain  gauze 
cap,  after  the  form  of  the  elders  and  ancients  of  a nunnery. 
The  shoes  were  celestial  blue,  with  rose-colored  rosettes. 

Such  are  descriptions  of  some  of  the  principal  cos- 
tumes of  the  ladies  who  graced  the  inauguration  ball  of 
Washington ; and,  although  varied  in  divers  unimportant 
particulars  by  tlie  several  ladies,  according  to  their  respect- 
ive histes  and  fancies,  yet,  as  with  the  peculiar  fashions  of 
all  other  times,  there  was  a general  correspondence  of  the 
outlines,  the  tout  ensemble  was  the  same. 

The  President  and  his  lady  were  introduced  and  con- 
ducted through  the  saloon  to  the  seat  provided  for  them 
ly  Colonel  Humphries — a man  of  tine  accomplishments 
and  maimers.  General  Knox  had  just  been  appointed 
Secretary  of  War,  and  his  lady  had  been  charged  with  so 
far  resembling  Cmsar  as  to  have  been  somewhat ‘‘ ambi- 
tious.”  Be  that  as  it  mav,  it  was  said  in  those  da  vs  that 
>he  so  arranged  her  own  movements  as  to  enter  the  saloon 
with  the  President  and  his  lady,  following  them  to  their 
station  and  ascending  the  steps,  with  the  evident  design 
of  obtaining  an  invitation  from  the  President  to  a seat 
upon  the  honored  sofa.  Unluckily,  however,  the  seat  was 
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too  narrow  for  the  accommodation  of  three  persons,  and  the 
ladj"  of  the  war  minister,  with  deep  and  apparent  mortifi- 
cation, was  compelled  to  descend  to  the  level  of  those  whu 
had  shown  themselves  to  be  less  openly  aspiring.  No  other 
incident  worthy  of  especial  note  occurred  during  the  even- 
ing, or  none  which  attracted  particular  attention. 

x\mong  the  gayest  and  most  courteous  of  the  cavaliers 
present  was  the  Baron  Steuben.  Well  educated  and  bred 
in  a German  court,  having  also  mingled  much  in  tlie 
splendid  court  circles  of  Louis  XY,  in  Paris,  where  he  had 
usually  passed  his  winters  previous  to  his  emigration  to 
America,  the  manners  of  this  gallant  officer  were  formed 
upon  the  best  model  of  graceful  ease,  affability,  and  dig- 
nity. He  was  thus,  perhaps,  as  well  qualified  to  teacli 
the  tactics  of  the  drawing-room  as  those  of  the  field  ; but, 
too  much  of  the  real  gentleman  to  appear  in  the  least 
degree  assuming,  he  was  a universal  favorite.  His  dress 
was  of  rich  black  silk  velvet,  wdth  the  star  of  his  order 
upon  his  breast,  and  he  had  ever  some  witty  or  playful 
remark  for  every  person  and  every  occasion,  which  was 
received  with  additional  interest  from  his  German  accent 
and  the  little  and  often  ludicrous  mistakes  to  which  he  was 
liable  from  his  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  English  idioms. 

The  saltatory  exercises  were  such  as  were  usual  in 
those  times  and  on  great  occasions.  There  are  a few  of 
both  sexes  vet  living  who  then  mingled  in  the  dance,  but 
the  incidents  of  the  festive  night  linger  in  their  memories 
like  the  fragments  of  a broken  vision  in  times  that  are 
passed.  They  remember  only  that  the  exercises  went  on 

“ With  smooth  step 
Disclosing  motion  in  its  every  charm, 

To  swim  along  and  swell  the  mazy  dance.” 

presenting  to  the  eye,  as  in  Milton’s  beautiful  description, 

“ Mazes  intricate, 

Eccentric,  intervolved,  yet  regular 

Then  most,  when  most  irregular  they  seem.” 
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The  illustrious  chieftain  himself  did  not  hesitate  to 
/‘mintenance  the  elegant  amusement  by  participation,  as 
the  heroes  and  statesmen  of  antiquity,  the  demi-gods  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  had  done  before  him.  Mrs.  Peter 
Van  Brook  Livingston  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  were  succes- 
jiively  honored  by  the  chieftain’s  hand  in  a cotillion.  He 
afterward  danced  a minuet  with  Miss  Van  Zandt,  subse- 
quently the  lady  of  AVilliam  Maxwell,  Esq.,  vice-president 
of  the  bank.  There  was  dignity  and  grace  in  every 
movement  of  this  incomparable  man.  But  in  the  minuet, 
which  is  held  to  be  the  perfection  of  all  dancing,  he 
appeared  to  more  than  his  wonted  advantage.  The  min- 
uet contains  in  itself  a compound  variety  of  as  many 
turnings  in  the  serpentine,  which  is  the  line  of  beauty, 
as  can  well  be  put  together  in  distinct  quantities,  and  is, 
withal,  an  exceedingly  fine  composition  of  movements.  It 
is,  therefore,  the  best  of  all  descriptions  of  dancing  to  dis- 
play the  graces  of  person  and  attitude,  and  never  did  the 
majestic  form  of  ^Yashington  appear  to  greater  advantage 
than  on  tUe  present  occasion  of  elegant  trilling.  There 
was,  moreover,  youth  and  beauty  in  the  countenance,  grace 
in  the  step,  and  heaven  in  the  eye  of  his  fair  partner. 

Shortly  after  the  brilliant  spectacle  which  we  have  thus 
attempted  but  imperfectly  to  describe,  the  President  was 
complimented  by  another  similar/f /{?,  which  he  also  honored 
by  his  presence,  given  by  the  F rench  minister.  The  pagean  t 
was  one  of  uncommon  elegance,  both  as  it  respected  the 
character  of  the  company  and  the  plan  of  the  entertainment. 
As  a compliment  to  the  alliance  of  the  Lbiited  States  and 
France,  there  were  two  sets  of  cotillion  dances  in  complete 
uniforms.  The  uniform  of  France  was  worn  by  one  set, 
and  that  of  the  United  States — the  Revolutionary  blue  and 
buff — by  the  other.  The  ladies  were  dressed  in  white, 
with  ribands,  bouquets,  and  garlands  of  llowers,  answer- 
ing to  the  uniforms  of  the  gentlemen.  But  it  would  l>e 
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alike  wearisome  and  unnecessary  to  enter  into  further 
particulars 

The  levees  of  President  Washington  were  far  more 
select  and  courtly  than  are  those  of  the  Presidents  of 
later  days.  They  were  numerously  attended  by  all  that 
was  fashionable,  elegant,  and  refined  in  society;  but  there 
were  no  places  for  the  intrusion  of  the  rabble  in  crowds,  or 
for  the  more  coarse  and  boisterous  partisan,  the  vulgar 
electioneerer,  or  the  impudent  place-hunter,  with  boots, 
and  frock-coats,  or  roundabouts,  or  with  patched  knees 
’and  holes  at  both  elbows. 

Proud  of  her  husband’s  exalted  fame,  and  jealous  of 
the  honors  due,  not  only  to  his  own  lofty  character,  but 
to  the  dignified  station  to  which  a grateful  country  had 
called  him,  Mrs.  Washington  was  careful  in  her  drawing- 
rooms to  exact  those  courtesies  to  which  she  knew  he  was 
entitled,  as  well  on  account  of  personal  merit  as  of  official 
consideration.  Fortunately,  moreover,  democratic  rude- 
ness had  not  then  so  far  gained  the  ascendancy  as  to  ban- 
ish good  manners,  and  the  charms  of  social  intercourse 
were  heightened  by  a reasonable  attention  in  the  best  cir- 
cles to  those  forms  and  usages  which  indicate  the  well- 
bred  assemblage,  and  fling  around  it  an  air  of  elegance 
and  grace  vrhich  the  envious  only  affect  to  decry,  and  the 
innately  vulgar  only  ridicule  and  contemn.  None,  there- 
fore, were  admitted  to  the  levees  but  those  who  had  either 
a right  by  official  station  to  be  there,  or  were  entitled  to 
the  privilege  by  established  merit  and  character,  and  full 
dress  was  required  of  all.* 


* Some  show,  if  not  of  state,  at  least  of  respect  for  the  high  officer  they  were 
to  visit,  was  exacted  down  to  the  close  of  Mr  Madison’s  administration.  Mr. 
Monroe  required  less  formality  and  attention  to  dress,  and  the  second  President 
Adams  less  still.  But  respect  and  reverence  for  the  oiHce  still  kept  tlie  multi- 
tude, who  had  no  busine.=s  there,  from  the  President’s  drawing-rooms  until  the 
year  1S’30,  when — but  t^irivior-a  mutantur  / 
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Ml'S.  W«Tshington  was  a pleasing  and  agreeable,  rather 
than  a splendid  woman.  Her  figure  was  not  commanding, 
f.ut  her  manners  were  easy,  conciliatory,  and  attractive. 
Hit  domestic  arrangements  were  always  concerted  under 
liiT  own  eye,  and  everything  within  her  household  moved 
forward  with  the  regularity  of  machinery.  No  daughter 
of  hive  ever  worshipped  her  lord  with  more  sincere  and 
idleotionate  veneration  ; and  none  had  ever  cause  to  render 
greater  or  more  deserved  homage.  When  absent,  he  was 
ever  in  her  thoughts,  and  her  mild  eyes  kindled  at  his 
presence.  She  was  well  educated,  and  possessed  strong 
native  sense,  guided  by  all  necessary  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion. She  rarely  conversed  upon  political  subjects,  and 
when  the  most  expert  diplomatists  would  attempt  to  draw 
her  out,  she  had  the  faculty  of  turning  the  course  of  con- 
versation with  equal  dexterity  and  politeness.  At  all  the 
President's  entertaininents,  whether  at  the  table  or  in  the 
lira  wing-room,  notwithstanding  the  regaid  to  etiquette 
heretofore  adverted  to,  there  was,  nevertheless,  so  much 
kindness  of  feeling  displayed,  and  such  an  unaffected  degree 
of  genuine  hospitality,  that  golden  opinions  were  won 
alike  from  the  foreign  and  domestic  visitors. 

In  those  days  late  hours  were  not  necessary  to  fashion  ; 
and  many  of  our  fair  metropolitan  readers,  wL  ^ are  in  the 
habit  of  dressing  at  ten  to  enter  a distant  drawing  room  at 
eleven,  will  doubtless  be  surprised  to  learn  that  Mrs. 
Washington's  levees  closed  always  at  nine  ! This  was  a 
rule  which  that  distinguished  ladv  established  on  the 
occasion  of  holding  her  first  levee,  on  the  evening  of 
January  1st,  1790.  The  President's  residence  was  in  the 
Franklin  House,  at  the  head  of  Cherry  Street.  “The 
day,”  .says  a letter*  of  John  Pintard,  Esq. — who  was  then 
in  the  hey-day  of  youth  and  life,  mingling  with  the 
lashionable  world — “ was  uncommonly  mild  and  pleasant. 

* To  Colonel  Morris,  of  the  2iew  York  Mirror. 
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•WASHINGTON’S  RESIDENCE  IN  1790,  AS  IT  APPEARED  IN  ISoO. 

during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  who  always  received 
marked  attention  from  General  Washington.  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington stood  by  the  side  of  the  General  in  receiving  the 
respects  of  the  visitors.  * * * * Amid  the  social  chit- 
chat of  the  company,  the  Hall  clock  struck  nine.  Mrs. 
Washington  thereupon  rose  with  dignity,  and,  looking 
around  the  circle  with  a complacent  smile,  observed : ‘ The 


It  was  about  full  moon,  and  the  air  so  bland  and  serene, 
that  the  ladies  attended  in  their  light  summer  shade-'. 
Introduced  by  the  aids  and  gentlemen  in  waiting,  after 
being  seated,  tea,  coffee,  plain  and  plum  cake  were  handed 
round.  Familiar  and  friendly  conversation  ensued,  and 
kind  inquiries,  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Washington,  after  the 
families  of  the  exiles,  with  whom  she  had  been  acquainted 
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CJeiieral  always  retires  at  nine,  and  I usually  precede 
liiiii.'  At  this  hint  the  ladies  instantly  rose,  adjusted 
their  dresses,  made  their  salutations  and  retired.’^ 

General  Washington  had,  on  that  day,  been  waited 
5j|)on  by  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  city,  according  to 
the  ancient  New  York  custom  of  social  and  convivial 
visiting  on  that  day.  “ After  being  severally  introduced, 
and  paying  the  usual  compliments  of  the  season,”  says 
Mr.  Pintard,  “ the  citizens  mutually  interchanged  their 
kind  greetings,  and  withdrew,  highly  gratified  by  the 
friendly  notice  of  the  President,  to  most  of  whom  he  was 
personally  a stranger.”  In  the  course  of  the  evening, 
while  speaking  of  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington remarked : Of  all  the  incidents  of  the  day,  none 

so  pleased  the  General,”  by  which  title  she  always  desig- 
nated him,  “ as  the  friendly  greetings  of  the  gentlemen 
who  visited  him  at  noon.”  To  the  incpiiry  of  the  Presi- 
dent, whether  it  was  casual  or  customary,  he  was  answered 
tliat  it  was  an  annual  custom,  derived  from  our  Dutch 
forefathers,  which  had  always  been  commemorated.  After 
a short  pause,  he  uttered  these  remarkable  words : The 

hvjhhj-favored  situation  of  Neio  York  tvitl^  in  the  process  of 
uearSj  attract  numerous  emigrants, jvho  2citl  graduathj  change 
its  ancient  customs  and  manners  ; hut  let  luhattver  changes  take 
place^  NEVER  FORGET  THE  CORDIAL,  CHEERFUL  OBSERVANCE  OF 

new-year’s  day.” 
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CHAPTER  III. 


In  the  year  1792,  the  construction  of  the  Tontine 
Building  was  begun  by  an  association  of  merchants,  orga- 
nized in  1790,  and  incorporated  in  1794,  under  the 
name  of  the  Tontine  Association.’’  Its  object  was 
to  provide  a business  center  for  the  mercantile  community. 
The  original  building  fronted  what  was  then  known  as 
Coffee-house  Slip — now  the  corner  of  Wall  and  IMiter 
Streets.  The  merchants  had  long  felt  the  need  of  some 
place  where  they  could  assemble  and  discuss  the  probable 
results  of  trade  and  the  various  questions  of  the  time,  and, 
during  their  leisure,  indulge  in  a cup  of  prime  old  cofiee, 
without  walking  to  their  distant  homes  in  State  Street, 
Bowling  Green,  and  the  lower  part  of  Greenwich  Street. 
Among  the  merchants  who  pushed  forward  the  enterprise 
were  John  Broome,  John  Watts,  Gulian  Verplanck,  Julm 
Delafield,  and  William  Laight.  In  the  vicinity  of  Broad 
and  Pearl  Streets  was  the  old  Merchants’  Coffee-house ; and 
in  front  of  that,  on  December  1st,  1791,  the  sheriff  of  New 
York,  Marinus  Willett,  sold  under  a writ  of  venditioni  ex'jyo- 
naSy  the  dwelling  and  lot  of  land  then  ‘Gn  the  tenure  and 
occupation  of  Anthony  Bleecker,  formerly  held  by  Francis 
Lucas,  and  known  as  No.  22  Wall  Street,  reserving  the 
right  of  way,  ‘ if  they  have  any  right  to  it,’  through  an 
alley  adjoining  one  side  of  the  said  property,  and  leiiding 
from  the  adjoining  farm  and  garden  of  Francis  Clark.” 
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'rhe  property  Avas  purchased  by  the  five  merchants  already 
jiiiMitioned,  for  the  sum  of  £2,510,  and  held  by  them  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Tontine  Association,  as  its  first  board 
of  directors.  * 

On  the  31st  of  January,  1792,  the  same  gentlemen 
bought  of  Dr.  Charles  Arding  and  x\bigail  his  wife,  “all 
that  certain  corner  house  and  land  bounded  south-easterly 
hy  Water  Street,  south-westerly  by  Wall  Street,  north- 
westerly and  south-easterly  by  houses  and  land  lately  pur- 
chased by  them,’^  for  the  sum  of  £1,970,  current  money 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  On  August  22d,  1792,  Hugh 
Gaine,  Thomas  Roach,  and  John  Keese,  commissioners 
aj)[)ointed  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  then  called  the 
Mayor’s  Court,  in  settling  the  large  estate  of  the  late  Mor- 
decai  Gomez,  chocolate-maker,  conveyed  to  the  same  board 
of  directors,  for  the  sum  of  £1,000,  “all  that  certain  mes- 
suage and  lot  of  land  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  Sec- 
ond Ward,  formerly  the  East  Ward,  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  bounded  south-easterly  in  front  by  Water  Street, 
north-westerly  in  the  rear  by  a part  of  a lot  of  land  lately 
[aircliased  by  the  parties  to  these  presents  of  the  second 
part,  of  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
under  a decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery;  north-easterly 
by  a house  and  lot  of  land  late  the  property  of  Joseph 
Ro}'all,  deceased,  and  south-westerh-  by  a house  and  lot’ 
of  laud  lately  purchased  by  the  said  party  of  Dr.  Charles 
Arding,  and  containing  in  breadth  in  front  and  rear  at 
each  end,  eighteen  feet  four  inches,  and  in  length  on  each 
side  thirty  feet,  English  measure.” 

This  transaction  completed  the  purchases  of  land  for 
the  Tontine  Coflee-house,  and  the  massive  buildino:  mven 
in  the  cut  on  next  page,  witli  its  heavy  wooden  cornice, 
railed  balcony,  and  long  stoop  or  piazza,  wfitli  steps  at  each 
end,  soon  rose  from  the  ruins  of  the  houses  of  Mordecai 
Gomez  and  Dr.  Arding. 
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There  was  another  Tontine  society  called  the  New 
York  Tontine  Hotel  and  iVssembly  Rooms’  Association, 
and  on  September  27th,  1793,  Peter  De  Lancey  and  Eliz- 
abeth his  wife,  sold  to  Philip  Livingston,  John  Watts, 
Thomas  Buchanan,  Gillian  Yerplanck',  James  Watson, 
Moses  Ptogers,  James  Farquhar,  Richard  Harrison,  and 
Daniel  Ludlow,  a lot  of  land  bounded  east  by  Broadway, 
west  by  Temple  Street,  south  by  Thames  Street,  and  north 


by  Little  Queen  Street,  subject  to  such  rights  of  survivor- 
ship as  the  majority  of  the  subscribers  should  decide. 
Some  years  after,  during  a season  of  sharp  political 
excitement,  the  Fifth  Ward  Tontine  was  started,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  real-estate  owners  of  enough  young 
men  to  carry  a majority  vote  in  the  election.  The  vote 
was  cast,  but  the  city  authorities  declared  it  illegal,  and 
that  association  caused  no  further  public  notice. 
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Oil  the  completion  of  the  Tontine  Coffee-house,  the 
MiTchants^  Exchange  was  removed  to  it  from  the  dilapi- 
dattnl  building  in  the  middle  of  Broad  Street,  below  Pearl, 
wiiere  it  had  been  since  the  war. 

In  1793  war  was  declared  between  France  and  Eng- 
land ; and  on  the  9th  of  April,  five  days  after  the  news 
was  received  at  New  York,  Citizen  Genet  arrived  at 
Charleston  as  the  accredited  Minister  to  the  United  States 
iVoiri  the  new  French  rejniblic.  The  war  placed  this  Gov- 
emiiient  in  an  embarrassing  position;  for,  bound  to  France 
l»y  obligations  of  gratitude  as  well  as  by  the  conditions  of 
a tre<Tty  of  alliance,  it  was  pledged  also  by  the  Federal 
|)olicy  to  preserve  a strict  neutrality  in  European  wars. 
Alexiinder  Hamilton,  at  the  head  of  the  Federalists,  in- 
sisted that  the  treaty  had  been  annulled  hy  the  change  in 
tlie  French  government;  or,  in  any  event,  did  not  apply 
in  case  of  an  offensive  Avar.  Washington  inclined  to  the 
latter  opinion;  and” Avhile  he  recei\'ed  Genet  as  the  Min- 
ister of  the  republic,  proclaimed  the  strictest  neutrality 
in  respect  to  Avarlike  operations.  This  greatly  displeased 
the  anti-Federalists,  A\dio  cheered  on  the  new  republic,  and 
aided  Genet  in  fitting  out  priAuiteers  to  cruise  against  the 
enemies  of  France.  Genet  reached  NeAv  York  on  the  8th 
of  August,  and  Avas  AA'elcomed  by  sah'os  of  artillery  and 
pealing  bells,  saluting  republican  France.  On  the  12th  of 
June,  the  AmbiiscaJc^  AAdnch  had  brought  Genet  to  Amer- 
ica, arriA'ed  at  Ncaa"  York,  and  her  officers  and  crew  AA^ere 
recei\xd  and  entertained  Avith  much  enthusiasm  by  the 
anti-Federalists.  The  Liberty  Cap  aatis  hoisted  on  the  tlag- 
stafl'  of  the  Tontine  Coffee-house,  and  all  true  patriots 
exhorted  to  protect  it ; tri-color  cockades  Avere  Avorn ; the 
Marseillaise”  A\\as  sung;  and,  for  a time,  Ncav  Yorn  AA^ore 
almost  the  aspect  of  a French  city. 

During  the  year  ending  xVpril  2d,  1811,  the  association 

was  called  to  mourn  the  decease  of  Gulian  Yerplanck, 
41 
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William  Laight,  and  John  Broome.  The  board  of  directors 
was  reduced  to  John  Watts  and  John  Delafield,  who,  in 
conformity  with  the  second  section  of  the  Constitution — 
that,  whenever  the  trustees,  in  whom  the  fee-simple  is 
vested,  be  reduced  to  less  than  three,  then  five  others  should 
be  elected,  and  the  property  conveyed  to  them — transferred 
their  trust  to  Eichard  Varick,  Matthew  Clarkson,  Francis 
B.  Winthrop,  John  B.  Coles,  and  Gulian  Ludlow.  The  old 
Coffee-house  was  then  in  full  operation,  but  who  can  tell 
us  of  the  scenes  therein  1 Who  can  call  back  the  voices 
of  the  old  merchants  of  that  day,  and  repeat  the  stories 
•they  often  laughed  over  in  the  Coffee-house  on  “ opening 
night 

At  length  the  Merchants’  Exchange  moved  further  up 
Wall  Street,  and  sales  of  merchandise  were  not  so  frequent 
within  the  old  house,  but  the  long  stoop  on  the  Wall 
Street  front  was  still  used,  and  the  advertisements  of  the 
day  read,  At  X o’clock,  in  front  of  the  Tontine  Coffee- 
house, will  be  sold .” 

In  182G  and  1827  the  Tontine  Coffee-house  was  in  the 
hands  of  John  Morse,  who  had  formerly  kept  the  old 
Stage-house  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  Crown  Streets, 
New  Haven.  He  turned  the  entire  house  into  a tavern, 
and  it  so  remained  for  several  years.  The  first  floor  was 
in  one  room,  running  the  full  length  of  the  house,  and 
fronting  Wall  Street.  At  the  back  of  the  room,  extending 
nearly  its  whole  length,  was  the  old-fashioned  bar.  Jutting 
out  from  the  counter  were  curious  arms  of  brass  supporting 
the  thick,  round,  and  mast-like  timber  on  which  the  heavy 
dealers  leaned  while  ordering  refreshments.  About  the 
.room  were  numerous  small  tables,  and  after  supper,  in  fliir 
weather,  around  the  tables  could  be  seen  many  of  the 
wealthy  city  men  diminishing  the  contents  of  their  pewter 
mugs,  or  planning,  amid  the  curling  smoke  in  the  room, 
their  operations  for  the  next  day.  Morse  was  not  success- 
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fill  in  the  Tontine,  and  was  finally  sold  out  for  the  benefit 
oi  ‘‘  whom  it  might  concern.^’ 

In  1832,  it  was  kept  as  a hotel  by  Lovejoy  & Belcher, 
and  was  the  scene  of  several  brilliant  Masonic  dinners, 
'flic  lodges^  in  annual  parade,  would  march  from  the  City 
Hotel,  on  Broadway,  down  to  Broad  Street;  through 
Broad  to  Pearl,  and  through  Pearl  Street  to  Wall  and  the 
Coffee-house — which  they  thought  a long  tramp.  After 
the  banquet,  the  march  would,  be  resumed  along  Pearl 
to  Beekman  Street,  up  Beekman  to  Chatham  Street,  down 
Chatham  to  Broadway  and  the  City  Hotel. 

In  1834,  the  Court  of  Chancery  issued  a decree  re- 
moving the  restrictions  by  which  the  Tontine  Association 
were  required  to  maintain  the  building  as  a Coffee-house, 
and  it  was  then  leased  for  general  business  purposes.  In 
1834,  two  brothers  named  Hudson  came  to  New  York, 
from  Boston,  and  established  on  the  first  floor  of  the  house 
a news-room,  on  the  plan  of  that  one  now  in  Pine  Street, 
near  William.  They  also  originated  the  Express  news- 
paper, the  early  numbers  of  which  were  printed  in  the 
old  Tontine. 

The  balcony  had  been  removed,  the  interior  of  the 
building  somewhat  changed,  but  the  memory  of  happy 
hours  spent  within  its  walls  thrilled  the  hearts  of  the 
gallant  bands  of  men  who  composed  the  old  volunteer  Fire 
Department  when  the  bells  struck  off  the  first  alarm  for 
the  great  fire  of  1835. 

Down  through  the  narrow  streets,  amid  the  rush  and 
roar  of  the  flames,  the  dense  volumes  of  smoke  and  the 
crash  of  falling  warehouses,  the  firemen  fought  for  every 
inch  of  ground.  Streets  were  obliterated  by  the  ruins, 
block  after  block  of  stores  and  dwellings  vanisheu  in  the 
crimson  cloud  that  surged  and  rolled  over  them.  At 
length  the  flames  reached  the  old  Tontine,  and  the  cornice 
took  fire.  Among  the  bravest  of  the  brave  throughout 
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that  fight  was  the  daring  company  of  Engine  No.  10.  A.s 
the  cry  went  out,  ‘‘  There  goes  the  old  Tontine,”  the 
brakes  of  No.  10  began  to  work  with  great  vigor,  and  a 
stalwart  fireman,  who  held  the  pipe,  directed  the  stream 
against  the  threatened  building.  The  atmosphere,  un- 
usually cold  even  for  December,  caught  the  spray  from  the 
upward  stream  and  dashed  it  in  icy  particles  back  on  the 
face  and  clothing  of  the  sturdy  pipeman.  Three  times 
the  cornice  caught  fire,  and  each  time  the  pipe  of  No.  10 
saved  the  Tontine.  The  plucky  fireman  was  John  Betts, 
formerly  a clerk  with  Hoffman  & Glass,  auctioneers,  after- 
wards with  Glass  & Gerard,  and  more  recently  of  the 
firm  of  Gerard  & Betts.  He  is  still  living,  and  will 
doubtless  remember  that,  when  he  gave  up  the  pipe  at 
the  Tontine  fire,  the  palms  of  his  gloves,  frozen  to  the 
pipe,  were  left  on  it  when  he  went  away. 

After  the  fire,  and  in  1836,  the  Hudson  Brothers  gave 
up  the  news-room,  and  the  lessee  of  the  building,  Peter 
McCarty,  engaged  Mr.  James  W.  Hale  to  continue  the 
establishment,  which  was  then  called  Hale’s  News-room.” 
Mr.  Hale  occupied  the  whole  of  the  lower  floor  as  the 
news-room;  and  Caldwell  & Kenyon  kept  a restaurant  in 
the  basement.  Caldwell  k Kenyon  afterwards  sold  out  to 
Charles  Bidabock,  familiarly  known  as  the  ^‘Alderman.” 
Charles  was  a heavy,  good-natured  German,  who  kept  the 
dirtiest  shop  and  the  l>est  oysters  in  the  city.  He  had 
been  for  many  years  an  employee  of  George  Washington 
Brown,  at  the  Auction  Hotel,  in  Pearl  Street.  He  re- 
mained at  the  Tontine  until  just  before  the  house  was 
torn  down. 

In  1843,  the  Legislature  changed  the  name  to  the 
‘‘  Tontine  Building,”  and  gave  the  management  of  its 
afiairs  into  the  hands  of  ‘‘  The  Committee  of  the  Tontine 
Building.” 

The  old  Tontine  was  also  the  birth-place  of  what  is 
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n<uv  one  of  the  institutions  of  our  country — its  express 
M stein.  It  was  here,  in  1837,  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Hale 
oriixinated  the  package  and  letter  express  business,  and 
started  William  F.  Hamden  for  Boston,  three  times  a 
\v<‘ek,  with  his  little  carpet-bag  seldom  more  than  half 
lull.  His  only  advertisement  was  a slate  hung  up  in  the 
News-room,  and  in  a stationer ^s  office  at  the  corner  of 
Nassau  and  Wall  Streets.  The  first  customers  of  the 

express  were  the  visitors  to  Hale's  News-rooms. 

xVs  there  were  no  lines  of  mail  steamers  then  running, 
foreign  correspondence  was  always  sent  by  packet-ships 
and  other  sailing  vessels,  the  letter-bags  for  which  were 
kept  at  Hale^s,  as  were  also  those  of  the  steamers  Sirius 
and  Great  Western^  after  they  commenced  running  to 
New  York. 

In  1855,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce^  speaking 
of  the  Tontine  Coffee-house,  said : 

" There  are  few,  however,  whose  ag-e  links  them  to  the  olden  time,  when  it 
was  the  chief  center  of  the  commercial  interests,  who  cannot  recall  scenes 
.within  its  walls  ‘ the  like  whereof  we  ne’er  shall  see  airain.’  A public  meeting 
Convened  within  its  roof,  sent  forth  a decision  wliich  was  almost  universally 
r(‘spected.  As  a single  instance  of  this,  let  us  turn  back  for  forty  years,  when 
the  habit  of  distril)uting  expensive  scarfs  to  bearers  and  others  at  ordinary 
tanerals  was  so  prevalent,  that  many  poor  families  were  sorely  pinched  to 
provide  this  necessary  mark  of  respect  for  a departed  relative.  Some  benevo- 
lent individuals,  seeing  the  evil  intlueuce  of  such  a fashion,  called  a meeting 
at  the  Coffee-house,  when  nearly  two  hundred  of  those  whose  weight  of 
character  gave  force  to  their  decisions,  signed  a pledge  to  abstain  from  the 
custom  of  distributing  scarfs,  exceju  to  the  attendant  ministers  and  physicians. 
This  was  the  death-knell  of  the  op]>ressive  fashion.  In  matters  of  more  vital 
moment,  when  great  public  interests  were  at  stake,  a voice  has  gone  out  from 
the  Coffee-house,  which,  like  a recent  echo  from  Castle  Carden,  has  been 
heard  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Some  of  the  noblest 
charities,  too,  which  the  world  has  ever  witnessed,  received  their  tirst  contri- 
butions beneath  this  time-hallowed  roof. 

“ But  the  history  of  this  organization  is  highly  instructing  in  another 
point  of  view.  The  longevity  of  the  nominees  has  been  remarkable,  we 
believe,  beyond  any  similar  experiment  of  the  kind  ever  witnessed.  It  is  true 
that  the  circumstances  under  which  their  names  were  selected  would  naturally 
lead  us  to  expect  for  them  a longer  average  period  of  existence,  but  this  average 
has  been  so  fur  extended  as  to  be  (juite  extraordinary.  Of  the  two  hundred 
and  three,  whose  names  were  handed  in  about  sixty-one  years  ago,  fifty-one 
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fltill  sui  vive  I Of  these,  the  youngest  is  about  sixty-two,  and  the  oldest  eighty- 
three.  This  is  about  one-third  greater  longevity  than  the  average  of  European 
estimates.  Only  three  of  the  nominees  died  in  18o4,  or  one  in  every  eighteen, 
which,  considering  their  average  age,  was  very  remarkable.” 

In  1855,  during  the  month  of  May,  the  old  building 
was  demolished,  and  the  ground  leased  to  Mr.  William  11. 
Aspinwall,  with  the  condition  that  he  should  pay  to  the 
Tontine  Association,  as  rent,  the  sum  of  $5,500  per 
annum,  and  should  pay  all  taxes  and  assessments  levied 
by  the  city  upon  the  ground,  and  upon  such  buildings  as 
should  be  upon  it ; also,  that  the  said  lease  should  expire 
and  all  the  buildings  upon  the  ground  should  revert  to  the 
a’ssociation  when  by  death  the  nominees  should  be  reduced 
to  seven.  Mr.  Aspinwall  caused  the  erection  of  the  present 
building  soon  after  he  obtained  the  lease. 

The  walls  are  of  Massachusetts  yellow  free-stone,  the 
keystones  in  the  arches  of  the  windows  and  doors  being  of 
the  same  material.  On  the  left  of  the  picture,  on  the 
Wall  Street  front,  is  seen  the  narrow  alley  mentioned  in 
the  title  deeds,  showing  that  the  heirs  of  Francis  Clark 
had  the  right  of  way  in  1791.* 

The  death  of  Mr.  John  P.  De  Wint,  at  Fishkill,  in 
November, -1870,  severed  the  last  link  in  the  Tontine 

* The  interior  is  cut  up  into  offices,  a large  shaft  near  the  rear  of  the  hall- 
way  giving  room  for  the  main  staircase  and  the  facilities  for  ventilation.  The 
history  of  the  building  since  18o5  has  not  differed  so  much  from  that  of  others 
in  the  vicinity  as  to  make  a detailed  sketch  of  it  necessary,  but  an  incident  of 
1858  may  be  worth  relating.  The  office  of  Messrs.  W,  T.  Coleman  & Co.,  the 
shipping  merchants,  was  on  the  first  floor  of  the  new  building,  and  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  w'as  seated  at  his  desk  one  aftermxm,  busily  examining 
the  papers  of  a California  ship  nearly  ready  to  sail.  A hack  was  driven  up  to 
the  door.  A moment  after,  a hearty  slap  on  the  shoulder  started  Mr.  Coleman, 
and  the  nasal  tones  of  a gentleman  from  “ down  East  ” resounded  in  his  ear — 
“ Saay,  Squire,  jest  yeou  give  me  the  best  room  in  ther  heouse,  will  yer?” 

Mr.  Coleman. — “ This  is  not  a tavern,  sir.  It’s  the  office  of  the  California 
packets.” 

Stranger. — “ No  ! Well,  I hain’t  been  to  York  for  thirty  year,  but  used  to 
come  pretty  often  then,  and  always  stopped  at  the  old  Tontine  Coffee-house.” 

Mr.  Coleman  kindly  directed  the  stranger  to  the  Astor  House,  and  thither 
the  old  gu(“st  of  the  Tontine  was  hurried. 


i 


Y/  H V'i  'i  O Y 51 0 T a I B 


as8 


.YTia  BflOV 
i-bto  .ji  u . .8«.ox  .4, 

>-t  ; *•_ L± 


^nililk'Vl  bio 'MJ 


lo 


^r,m,u>x  -!^w.ia  adJ  gajiub  ,So|I  nl" 

It  ai«ilt&/  iM  ^ oili  h.m  i:.9d«Io;nab_«n^ 


Ctl  UlJJUUJt*  ix-j.  Vi  r>  . ',  ■ II  • i, 

;diit.>iT«q  bl«'>«i»  «1  ic#  «b;jlbmo  -jilJ  liwu  llawniq«i. 

-,an  00?v-^  ’O  «*»«  aitt  .1.':'^><»  -.noiJiiiJKr-A..  »«HnoT 
bij  . i 6p«  II*;  mi 

'wiiiia4}ndioo»/.twii^l--‘‘a  aUJ  ii«lirx.b0  odniXd  . , ^ 

:!,ni-Ho  bi»iie  fc«-  «mIJ  ;ti  noiju  ^luoda 

- »d  fck<>d¥ liitx-tirM  jradvf  noiwwOajiS  • _.  • * 


>iU  1o  nr- 


1 1 rr, 


7/  f r i i{  ci  A /ll  ^ 


■ 


,.,ii .,}  9<it  baiUiii<Io  W'-xolls  iioos  snibiiud 
M'lt  "io  »'w  RlliiW  yrif 

'i-.JO'  «JWU«'4  'M*  I^f'  t>rii  4*di  snmot!^  .Owob  sdJ  . 

'ni'  V&MtH  3A  ,’taW,  »tt  .‘I  fidob  nK  Id  4lfiyb>9iiT  ,f-t,  < 

^ ite.feioY-,a^,0t8£;.  ;;>3dxn9vo/.  -» 


-lUif 


a qa  eXT  ** 


( 


' -t  x.'i  ‘ .XJI  A X»'*’ 

«iT  " p ^'’tad  ?& f i!«i!»^3aib!in(f  wtl  lo  %xoi^M 

* f,'-'^  % il-f  ^ ^ vm  •{  ■*» • J-'J-fi!*  b»)UfM>)»%iem  t«  "* 

■ I'.vi  » v/  w..ji.o.wiT'  wiH**’  «■ 

^ r Vmbiiiia' v--  a -d!  !"  V...S  'Wiadjiitf  s*«  >)a«bi»W«n<'ri«» 
„.u3!^  <.ii.  bna  ^..  j,  !»!,:??  ,/iv;  irnft  »iU  V>  v*fin'.ai  , 

' f aaofblxaaa  *,>  aaao,  U««  *1=  1«*  ,f._ 

, tiatH  w wr^a  , . ..iA-»i>;,rr  >'— aam»foO 

n «-« irjr-- 

S "k\X  '--  •;_,  ^ a-  ,-;  ■ j.  -.,jv 

- -nv..:  -,..  A:...-  ,.  ■•’" 


;,l 


.5^ 


1 


- K-  ^ ' ’■"  ■■  C fV."  .'  - 

V '*  ,.-  s '•1*  ^ . . , .,,  f.  ^ V *^  * . v.i  ^ r-  T 

M-  ^ -X  ' ,\  ■ - ■ 


.2 


'■ . 


:i 


niSTOIlY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


327 


rhain,  the  letise  of  the  building  terminated,  the  property 
Inverted  to  the  owners  of  the  shares  represented  by  the 
.Hiirviving  seven  nominees,  and  the  affairs  passed  into  the 
liaiids  of  Mr.  Frederick  De  Peyster,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Horn, 
as  attorney.  The  surviving  nominees  are  Ptobert  Benson, 
Jr.,  William  Bayard,  Gouverneur  Kemble,  Horatio  Gates 
Stevens,  Daniel  Hoffman,  Mrs.  William  P.  Campbell,  and 
Ml'S.  John  A.  King.  The  heirs  of  George  Bright,  who 
died  two  years  after  he  nominated  Gouverneur  Kemble, 


. liave  yet  to  be  found.  The  property  will  then  be  sold, 
and  the  Tontine  Association,  like  the  old  Coffee-house, 
things  of  the  shadowy  past,  will  go  down  into  the  grave 
of  memory  with  its  epitaph,  “ Well  done,''  written  on  it  by 
the  merchants  of  New  Yoi'k.* 

On  the  12th  day  of  May,  1789,  about  two  weeks  after 
General  Washington  had  taken  the  oath  of  office,  as  the 

* This  sketch  of  the  Tontine  As.soct.vtion  is  takou  from  an  article  pul> 
li.'^hed  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  July  2oth,  1S71: 

For  the  con.stitution  of  the  Tontine  Cotlee-house,  in  ITJO,  see  xVppenJix 

No  I. 


T£S  .ytio  aa6»-’W;~‘%'t#*^a«T8ija  ■ ■'- 

vHaqoiq.ofi)  ^ifi  *!^>  naf 'twli ;^ii^ 

*{d  /•*  :Toi  'bsi^'^^'im. 

•.. . •■! -o)rji  -.  roa  ui#^  ■■  ‘'!(»rbvi,'- 

,i\:'  -br.j:  /U;':i 'jQ.  -hll  1>  < "i)JM;.;i 

^nivmur"'b?T  ' - 

^a9k^0  ....-I 

b(i«  *fe*’  nwr'^*  • :i  U9iv.  ■' 

,.v..  "'^'>  vJ^.>  ^ ^ii/I  .A  'mf^t 

a ^>3} . ' ^ jx#*}  t’&i ; ‘'T * n 5 c jjifl:- ■ owi  Ixaxi s?-' 


' ■;:■  • -,J/,'?-'jt‘l  sd  Ot‘''#-T  0 /iwl 

;,  . ..  .--:':V''6  Wo,  •:■•'.!,  bror 

. j OArorai  n//bb:«h  b- 'o  -^obmA- 

1 1 ■ V-".  '■  '''M* ' ^ ' ■* ' .' '-xdqo j jq^  ilil  /r 

-,",■■■■  . ".  y;:>>!.  jo' ''in 

j-.jji  A X7i;.^Y/q^  lo  Tiib  ifiirirW^  ■ 

'^iil  v'’-^‘'^'  ^*4.1  i)'i!d  nmy^nhkiiV. 

‘o'nfi  '^^iti'  ’■'  ■■  ;•■  ■'  ■ “ ' ’jiiV'm'f,/  s A ;ii'l'.’.'.‘^T  i>il,  Xo 
.;  a/  , 5Xe'J,4^-<-:.  \X,rfi.  /v-.. -..v  ,,•  J.v  HI 

7.lf4t-a'i{! A'  fjE^liAoV  -^U^Jo  ^X,t  70^*1  • 

. 'V'  •"■  ■.  ; '■  . ' ■ ■■',,  . '■  -:*  .1  o?i 


328 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


6rst  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  the  oldest 
political  organization  in  the  city  now  in  exist- 
ence, and  which  has  recently  (1871)  been  the 
subject  of  much  oblocpiy — the  Tammany  Society,  or  Col- 
umbian Order — was  instituted.* 

The  year  following  (1790),  a most  interesting  event 
in  the  history  of  this  organization  occurred,  which,  at  the 
time,  excited  considerable  interest  amono;  the  citi- 

1790.  ‘ ^ 

zens  of  New  York.  The  United  States  had  long 
been  desirous  of  forming  a treaty  of  friendship  and  alli- 
ance with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  various  unsuccesslul 
attempts  had  been  made  to  effect  this  object.  At  length, 
Colonel  Marinus  Willet  went  to  that  nation,  and  induced 
Alexander  McGilvery,  a half-breed,  with  about  thirty  of 

" The  history  of  the  origin  of  this  name— which  is  involved  in  much 
obscurity — is  as  follows ; — St.  Tammany  was  the  name  of  an  Indian  chief,  who 
has  been  popularly  canonized  as  a saint,  and  adopted  as  the  tutelary  genius  of 
one  branch  of  the  Democratic  party.  Tammany  or  Tammenund  (the  name  is 
variously  written),  was  of  the  Delaware  nation,  and  lived  probably  in  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  resided  in  the  country  which  is  now 
Delaware,  until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  moved  beyond  the  Alleghanies,  and 
settled  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  He  became  a diief  sachem  of  his  tribe,  and, 
being  always  a friend  of  the  whites,  often  restrained  his  warriors  from  deeds 
of  violence.  His  rule  was  always  discreet,  and  he  endeavored  to  induce  his 
followers  to  cultivate  agriculture  and  the  arts  of  peace,  rather  than  those  of 
war.  When  he  became  old,  he  called  a council  to  have  a successor  appointed, 
after  which  the  residue  of  his  life  was  spent  in  retirement  ; and  tradition 
relates  that  “ young  and  old  repaired  to  his  wigwam  to  hear  him  discourse 
wisdom.”  His  great  motto  was,  ‘‘  Unite  in  peace  for  happiness,  in  war  for 
defense.”  Where  and  by  whom  he  was  first  styled  Saint,  or  by  what  whim 
he  was  chosen  to  be  the  patron  of  the  Democracy,  does  not  appear. 

The  New  York  Daily  Gazette  for  May  12th,  1790,  contains  the  following 

list  of  the  officers  of  this  order  ; 

“ The  Sfxdety  of  St.  Tammany,  being  a national  society,  consists  of 
Americans  born,  who  fill  all  offices,  and  adopted  Americans,  who  are  eligible  to 
the  honorary  posts  of  warrior  and  hunter. 

“ It  is  founded  on  the  true  principles  of  x>atriotism,  and  has  for  its  motives, 
charity  and  brotherly  love. 

“ Its  officers  consist  of  one  grand  sachem,  twelve  sachems,  one  treasurer, 
one  secretary,  one  door-k('epcr ; it  is  divided  into  thirteen  tribes,  which 
severally  n'present  a State  ; each  tribe  is  governed  by  a sachem,  the  honorary 
posts  in  which  are  one  ^\arrior  and  one  hunter.” 
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the  principal  chiefs,  to  come  to  this  city.  The  Tammany 
>iH'ioty  determined  to  receive  them  with  great  ceremony. 
The  members,  at  that  day,  were  accustomed  to  dress 
in  tiic  Indian  costume,  and  on  this  occasion  they  wore 
leathers,  moccasins,  leggings,  painted  their  faces,  and 
-ported  huge  war-clubs  and  burnished  tomahawks.  When 
the  Creeks  entered  the  wigwam,  they  were  so  surprised  to 
: ee  such  a number  of  their  own  race,  that  they  set  up  a 
whoop  of  joy  which  almost  terrified  the  people  present. 
On  the  occasion  of  this  interview.  Governor  George  Clin- 
ton, Chief- Justice  Jay,  Mr.  Duane,  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Jef- 
terson.  Secretary  of  State,  and  other  distinguished  men 
were  present.  The  Creeks  were  overjoyed  with  their 
reception ; they  performed  a dance,  and  sang  the  E-tho 
song.  Mr.  Smith,  the  Grand  Sachem  of  the  Societv,  made 
a speech  to  the  Indians,  in  which  he  told  them  that, 
although  the  hand  of  death  was  cold  upon  those  two 
great  chiefs,  Tammany  and  Columbus,  their  spirits  were 
walking  backward  and  forward  in  the  wigwam.  The  Sag- 
amore presented  the  chiefs  with  the  calumet,  and  one  of 
them  dubbed  the  Grand  Sachem  “ Tuliva  Mico,  or  Chief 
of  the  White  Town.^’  In  the  evening  they  went  to  the 
theater,  attended  by  the  Sachems  and  members.  Before 
they  left  the  city  they  entered  into  a treaty  of  triendship 
with  “ Washington,  the  Beloved  Sachem  of  the  Thirteen 
Fires,”  as  they  were  pleased  to  call  him. 

In  June,  of  the  same  year,  the  SocieW  established  a 
museum  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  |)reserving  every- 
thing relating  to  the  history  of  the  country.  A room  was 
granted  for  its  use  in  the  City  Hall,  and  Gardiner  Baker 
was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  collection.  In 
1794,  it  was  removed  to  a brick  building  standing 
directly  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  at  the  intersection  of 
Broad  and  Pearl  Streets,  called  the  Exchange.  The  lower 
part  was  used  as  a market,  but  the  upper  paid,  being  light 
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and  airy,  was  well  calculated  for  displaying  the  manv 
curiosities  which  now,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 

Mr.  Baker,  had  been  collected.  On  the  25th  of  i 
June,  1795,  the  Society  passed  a resolution  relin- 
quishing to  Gardiner  Baker  all  their  right  and  title  to  the 
museum.  He  had  taken  so  much  pains  and  incurred  so 
much  expense  in  getting  it  up,  that  he  could,  with  good 
reason,  make  a claim  upon  it.  It  was,  therefore,  given  up 
to  him,  upon  condition  that  it  should  be  forever  known  as 
the  “ Tammany  Museum,”  in  honor  of  its  founders,  and 
^ that  each  member  of  his  family  should  have  free  access  to 
it.  This  museum,  after  the  death  of  Baker,  was  sold  to 
Mr.  W.  I.  Waldron,  and,  after  passing  through  various  ; 
hands,  formed  the  foundation  of  what  was  afterwards 
called  the  American”  or  Scudder’s  Museum,”  in  Chat- 
ham Street."*^ 

In  September  of  the  same  year  (1795)  the  city  was 
visited  by  tliat  dreaded  scourge,  the  yellow-fever,  when  j 
sevenTiundred  and  thirty-two  persons  died  from  the  dis-  | 

ease.  In  speaking  of  the  situation  at  this  time,  the  Xew  | 

York  Journal^  of  October  17th,  says:  “This  city  has  been  I 
in  a truly  melancholy  situation ; although  the  accounts  | 

of  the  mortality  have  been  gre^itly  exaggerated  in  the  j 

country.  Consternation  has  added  greatly  to  the  distress 
of  the  city ; the  poor  have  suffered  much,  but  their  wants 
have  been  liberally  supplied  from  the  hands  of  benevolent 
donors.  Very  little  business  has  been  done — a solemn 
calm  has  reigned  through  every  street.  We  are  now 
blessed  with  salubrious  western  gales,  which  are  conceived  | 

to  be  sent  in  mercy,  and  presage  to  our  hopes  that  the  ] 

city  will  be  free  from  the  epidemic  in  a little  time.  It  \ 

certainly  puts  on  a less  terrible  hue — not  more  than  one  | 


* History  of  the  Tammany  Society,  by  R.  G.  Horton. 
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in  twenty  dies.  Those  who  have  died  were  the  greatest 
part  new  residents.’^ 

In  the  month  of  December,  1796,  the  Fish-market  was 
torn  down  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  a very  destructive 
fire.  This  conflagration  is  thus  noticed  in  the 
Minerva*  for  December  9th,  1796:  ‘‘About  one 
ollock  this  morning,  a fire  broke  out  in  one  of  the  stores 
on  Murray’s  Wharf,  Coffee-house  Slip.  The  number  of 
buildings  consumed  may  be  from  fifty  to  seventy — a 
whole  block  between  the  above  slip.  Front  Street,  and 
the  Fish  Market.  The  progress  of  the  fire  was  finally 
arrested  by  cutting  down  the  Fish  Market.” 

So  many  fires'  occurring  at  about  the  same  time,  led 
many  of  the  citizens  to  believe  that  the  slaves  were  again 
conspiring  to  destroy  the  city.  Great  excitement  was 
caused  and  much  preparation  made  to  guard  against  such 
a calamity.  The  same  paper,  of  the  14th  instant  follow- 
ing, says  :■ — “ Serious  Cause  of  Alann  : Citizens  of  New 
York,  you  are  once  more  called  upon  to  attend  to  your 
safety.  It  is  no  longer  a doubt — it  is  a fact,  that  there 
is  a combination  of  incendiaries  in  this  city,  aiming  to 
wrap  the  whole  of  it  in  flames  ! The  house  of  Mr.  Lewis 
Ogden,  in  Pearl  Street,  has  Ijeeii  twice  set  on  fire — the 
evidence  of  malicious  intent  is  indubitable — and  he  has 
sent  his  black  man^  suspected,  to  prison.  Last  night  an 
attempt  was  made  to  set  fire  to  Mr.  Lindsay’s  house,  in 
Greenwich  Street — the  condjustibles  left  for  the  purpose 
are  preserved  as  evidence  of  the  fact.  Another  attempt, 
we  learn,  was  made  last  night  in  Beekman  Street.  A bed 
was  set  on  fire  under  a child,  and  his  cries  ularmed  his 
family.  Rouse,  fellow-citizens  and  magistrates ! your  lives 

* Tlio  Minerva  (then  edited  by  Noah  Webster)  a few  years  afterwards 
changed  its  name  to  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  Zacliariah  Lewis 
assuming  its  editorsiiip.  In  18*34  it  again  changed  hands,  Messrs.  Stone  and 
Hall  becoming  its  proprietors. 
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and  property  are  at  stake.  Double  your  night-watch,  and 
confine  your  servant 

The  Common  Council,  on  the  15th  December,  passed 
resolutions  olFering  five  hundred  dollars  reward  for  the  con- 
viction of  offenders,  and  recommended  that  good  citizens 
in  the  several  wards  should  arrange  themselves  into  com- 
panies or  classes,  “ to  consist  of  such  numbers  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  such  watch  for  the 
safety  of  the  city.”  A citizen  of  that  day,  in  writing  to  a 
friend,  also  says  : “ The  yellow-fever  produced  not  such 
extraordinary  commotion.  The  present  alarm,  as  it  is 
contagious,  may  be  called  the  fire-fever T The  “ fever,” 
hoAvever,  soon  died  out,  as  the  precautions  taken  had  the 
desired  effect,  even  if  there  had  been  any  actual  design  of 
conspiracy. 

In  the  summer  of  1798  the  city  was  again  visited  by 
the  yellow-fever ; and  so  fearful  was  it  in  its  effects  this 
time  that  the  year  was  known  for  many  years  afterward  as 
the  Dreadful  yellow-fever  year.”  It  came  on  so  suddenly 
that  many  were  seized  with  it  before  they  were  really 
aware  of  its  presence.  So  fatal  was  it  in  August  that 
nearly  one  half  of  the  cases  reported  died  ; but,  before  it 
had  run  its  course,  tlie  proportion  diminished  one  third. 
The  horror  of  the  situation,  moreover,  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  fact  that  the  country  people,  becoming 
naturally  alarmed,  would  not  bring  their  produce  into  the 
city,  although  every  encouragement  was  given  them. 
“ No  fees  [licenses  ']]  were  demanded  of  the  country  people 
bringing  provisions  to  our  markets.”  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  afford  relief  to  the  indigent  and  distressed  sick, 
in  a communication  to  the  public,  say:  “We  entreat  our 
fellow-citizens  of  the  surrounding  country  not  to  withhold 
from  the  markets  the  usual  su[)plies  of  pcmltry  and  s)nall 
meats. well  as  other  aidichis  so  essentially  necessary  to 
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U,iih  sick  and  well,  in  this  city,  in  this  distressed  season.”* 
Idiese  appeals  were,  it  is  pleasant  to  know,  answered  by 
iiKinv  ol*  the  citizens  who  had  left  the  city  ; while  others, 
living  in  New  Jersey,  Long  Island,  and  elsewhere,  sent 
l.irge  sums  of  money,  as  well  as  gifts  of  beef,  pork,  mutton, 
butter,  cheese,  flour  of  all  kinds,  poultry  and  vegetables 
!)V  the  wagon  and  sloop  load.  But,  notwithstanding  all 
that  was  done  to  alleviate  it,  the  ravages  of  the  fever  were 
frightful,  since  2,086  deaths  were  registered  in  a few  short 
inf)nths — a very  large  proportion,  considering  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  at  this  time. 

Incleed,  many  of  the  slabs  which  still  appear  in  the 
grave-yards  of  Trinity  and  St.  Pauhs,  in  the  midst  of  the 
crowded  and  busv  street,  mark  the  resting-places 

' <—>1.  ITOS. 

of  the  victims  of  this  fell  destroyer.  Sad,  however, 
is  the  reflection  how  very  short  a period  do  the  memorials 
reared  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  by  the  hand  of  sur- 
viving friendship  and  affection,  endure!  A few,  a very 
few,  brief  years,  and  the  head-stone  has  sunk,  the  slab  is 
l>roken,  the  short  column,  or  shaft,  overturned.  Yet, 
while  they  do  remain,  they  are  often  mementos  of  many 
interesting  incidents  or  endearing  recollections. 

An  incident  of  this  description,  connected  with  the 
pestilence  of  the  year,  now  rises  upon  the  memory;  and, 
as  its  relation  will  wound  none  among  the  living,  we  will 
repeat  it. 

There  is  a Imndfle  free-stone  now  standing  in  Trinity 
Cl]urch-yard,  so  near  the  street  that  the  bright  and  laugh- 
ing eyes  of  beauty  and  pleasure  can  look  upon  it  any  day 
as  their  possessors  are  tripping  along  Braadway.  It 
^^tands  }>eneath  the  tree  at  the  corner  of  Trinitv  Buikhngs, 
now  III  Broadway;  and  the  inscription  yet  retains  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Isidore  Johnson.  The  deceased  was  young 
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and  beautiful,  full  of  intelligence  and  vivacity  when  she 
was  married,  a few  months  before  the  breaking  out  of  the 
fever.  One  Sunday  afternoon,  soon  after  the  fever  had 
commenced,  and  before  there  was  much  alarm,  walking 
down  Broadway,  leaning  upon  the  arm  of  her  husband,  by 
whom  she  was  adored,  and  w^hom  she  adored  in  turn,  in 
company  wdth  a friend,  who  was  also  newly  married,  the 
topic  of  conversation  naturally  turned  upon  the  epidemic. 
Mrs.  Johnson,  whose  natural  buoyancy  of  spirits  perhaps 
imparted,  even  at  that  moment,  an  appearance  of  light- 
^ heartedness  she  did  not  feel,  w^as  remarkably  lively  and 
cheerful.  In  passing  the  spot  w’^e  have  indicated,  w^here 
the  tree  was  then  casting  its  refreshing  shade  upon  the 
green  sward  beneath,  she  suddenly  stopped,  and,  looking 
up  into  her  husband’s  face  with  a swx^et,  though  slightly 
pensive  smile,  remarked  with  the  utmost  naivete^  “ There, 
husband,  if  I die  of  the  yellow-fever,  bury  me  here.”  On 
the  very  next  Friday,  she  was  buried  there  I 
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CHAPTER  lY. 


The  opening  of  the  nineteenth  century  found  New 
York ’vastly  improved.  As  commerce  and  trade  revived, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  enlarge  the  grounds  of 
the  city,  and  give  it  a more  presentable  appearance 
to  the  many  foreigners  who  had  already  begun  to  tiock 
thither  for  trade.  The  city  no^v  numbered  twenty-three 
thousand  souls,  exclusive  of  a floating  population,  large 
even  for  that  early  day.  Reade  and  Duane  Streets  were 
laid  out  and  opened  to  the  public  in  1794.  The  waste 
grounds  around  the  Collect  were  filled  in  and  graded ; a 
canal,  following  the  present  Canal  Street  (wdience  the 
name),  was  cut  through  from  the  Collect  to  the  North 
River,  wdth  a view  of  draining  the  Lispenard  meadows ; 
the  beautiful  lake  was  filled  up  and  made  firm  ground ; 
the  grade  of  Broadway,  from  Duane  to  Canal  Streets,  was 
determined  upon  by  the  city  authorities  ; the  streets  had 
received  numbers ; the  United  States  Navy-yard,  at 
Brooklyn,  had  been  begun ; the  plan  of  the  present  modern 
city,  wnth  its  parallel  streets  and  broad  avenues,  had  been 
adopted;  Washington,  Union,  Madison,  and  Tompkins 
Squares  had  been  laid  out ; the  great  salt  meadow  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  city  had  been  drained,  and  ahvady,  in 
imagination,  divided  into  building-lots ; and,  as  the  grand 
step  in  this  march  of  improvement,  New  Y"ork  received, 
in  1790,  her  first  sidewalks,  which  wxre  laid  on  both  sides 
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of  Broadway,  from  Vesey  to  Murray  Streets.  True,  the>e 
sidewalks  were  only  narrow  payements  of  brick,  scarcely 
allowing' two  lean  men  to  walk  abreast,  or  one  fat  man 
alone ; still  they  were  far  preferable  to  walking  in  the 
middle  of  the  streets  on  cobble-stones,  especially  if  a person 
had  corns.  At  this  time,  also,  Nassau  and  Pine  Street^ 
were  what  the  upper  part  of  Fiftli  Avenue  is  now.  Pearl 
(then  Queen)  Street,  from  Hanover  Square  to  John  Street, 
was  the  abode  of  wealth  and  fashion.  Wall  Street,  now 
given  over  to  the  sordid  purpose  of  Mammon,  was  the  gay 
promenade  on  bright  afternoons,  and  there  many  a gallant's 
heart  has  been  pierced  by  glances  shot  from  beneath  the 
frizzled  locks  of  the  fair  sex ; while  the  beaux,  with  their 
powdered  curls  before,  and  their  neat  black  silk  bags 
' behind  the  head,  their  laced  ruffles,  and  desperately  square- 
toed  shoes,  were  equally  comme  il  faiit.  The  City  Hall 
stood  at  the  foot  of  Nassau  Street.  Just  below  it  was  the 
elegant  mansion  of  Mr.  Gulian  Yerplanck,  and  imme- 
diately opposite,  on  the  corner  of  Broad  Street,  was  the 
Watch-house ; while  further  down,  at  the  corner  of  New 
Street,  stood  Becker’s  Tavern,  then  a place  of  great  resort. 
In  Nassau  Street  resided  the  Jays,  Waddingtons,  Had- 
cliffes,  Brinckerholfs,  and  other  prominent  families.  Where 
the  Merchants’  E.xchange  now  stands  were  tlie  residences 
of  Thomas  Buchanan,  Mrs.  White,  and  W.  C.  Letlingwell ; 
while  in  Pearl  Street  were  the  fashionable  dwellings  of 
Samuel  Denton,  John  Ellis,  John  J.  Glover,  John  Mowatt, 
Robert  Lennox,  Tliomas  Cadle,  John  B.  Murray,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Broome,  Andrew  Ogden,  Governor  George 
Clinton,  and  Richard  Yarick.  Near  the  location  of  the 
present  City  Hall  was  the  Alms-house,  with  the  Bridewell 
on  one  side  and  the  prison  on  the  other.  Grenzeback's 
grocery  stood  wiiere  French’s  Hotel  now  stands.  There 
were  but  three  or  four  buildings  on  the  block  where 
Tammany  Hall  lately  stood,  one  of  which,  nearly  on  the 
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site  of  the  Tribune  Biiildiiig,  was  a place  of  great 
for  military  men  The  only  remnants  of  the  neigh- 
!.^)rhooJ  at  that  time  are  the  wooden  shanties,  with  their 
moss-covered  roofs,  which  now  disfigure  Chatham  Street, 
< opposite  Center.* 

In  regard  to  the  society  and  social  life  of  the  city  at 
this  period,  it  is  true  that  New-Englanders  had  even  then 
hejiun  a brisk  emicrration  thither,  but  the  Dutch  inhabit- 
ants  as  yet  greatly  preponderated,  wliile  the  Anglo-New- 
Yorkers  considera'bly  outnumbered  the  new  citizens  from 
the  Eastern  States.  The  simple,  kind-hearted,  and  unos- 
tentatious manners  of  the  Dutch  had  not,  however,  disap- 
[lea red,  although  great  inroads  had  been  made  upon  them. 
Still,  the  good  vrows  and  their  daughters  were  to  be  seen 
occasionally,  in  the  gray  of  the  summer  evening,  sitting 
upon  their  stoops,  saluting  their  passing  acquaintances,  or 
talking  to  their  neighbors  at  the  adjoining  door,  or  even 
across  the  narrow  streets,  in  a social  and  friendly  man- 
ner. More  frequently  yet  might  the  worthy  old  Knicker- 
bocker be  observed  on  his  porch,  refreshing  himself  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening  with  the  soothing  influences  of  his  pipe 
— that  friend  of  indolent  meditation  and  genuine  inactive 
philosophy. 

The  manners  of  the  Anglo-American  popuLition  were 
entirely  different.  Previous  to  the  Revolution,  tlie  royal 
governors,  most  frequently  noblemen,  liad  kept  up  the 
[ugeantry  of  a little  court  in  the  metropolis,  which  was 
often  graced  by  the  presence  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
had  receiv'cd  the  advantages  of  polished  and  I'efined  soci- 
ety abroad.  The  lengthened  occupation  of  New  York,  as 
the  head-quarters  of  the  British  army,  moreover,  had 
served  to  continue  much  intelligent  and  accomplished 


* R.  O.  Ilortou’s  llidorif  of  the  Tammany  Society. 
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society  in  the  city  during  the  contest  of  the  Revolution, 
the  advantages  of  which  were  by  no  means  lost  by  th^^ 
residents ; and  tlie  effects  of  these  associations  had  nor 
been  rubbed  off  by  contact  with  democratic  rusticity. 
Many  American  ofBcers,  likewise,  with  their  families,  of 
education  and  gentle  breeding,  if  not  of  noble  extraction, 
had  returned  from  the  wars  and  settled  down  in  the  city  : 
who,  in  addition  to  the  advantages  of  foreign  travel  and- 
kindred  society  at  home,  had  more  recently  been  associ- 
ated with  the  splendid  array  of  officers  from  La  Bdk 
France — among  whom  were  the  veteran  Count  Rochain- 
*beau  and  the  gallant  Lafayette — sent  hither  to  fight  the 
battles  of  freedom,  and  carry  back  to  their  own  country 
the  sacred  fire  of  liberty  kindled  at  the  x\merican  altai  '. 
These  had  left  the  impress  of  their  gay  and  agreeable 
manners  upon  the  more  English  gravity  of  our  own ; so 
that  the  “good  society”  of  that  period,  in  New  York, 
deserved  the  appellation.  Equally  removed  from  the 
imputed  English  taciturnity  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
apparent  frivolity  and  loquacity  of  the  French  on  the 
other,  it  was  just  what  it  ought  to  be — easy,  graceful,  and 
intelligent,  and  totally  different  from  the  puritanical  pre- 
cision which,  at  that  time,  prevailed  to  a flir  greater 
extent  in  New  England  tlian  at  present.  All,  theretbre. 
was  novelty  to  tlie  young  stranger  who  chanced  to  be  in 
the  city — as  well  in  the  manners  of  society  in  its  different 
national  classifications  as  in  the  extent  and  construction 
of  the  city  itself;  for  nothing,  to  an  unsophisticated  eye. 
could  ap[)ear  more  odd  and  grotesque  than  the  primitive 
Dutch  architecture  of  New  York. 

If  w'e  suppose  a stranger  to  be  on  a visit  to  the  city  at 
this  period,  he  probably  visited  the  old  red  building  called 
a theater,  in  John  Street,  to  see  the  Othello  of  John 
Henry,  and  the  Desdemona  of  his  wife  ; the  Falstaff  of 
Harper,  the  Hallams,  and  Wignell,  Jefferson,  and  others 
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of  the  corps,  dramatique^  who  were  then  strutting  their  brief 
Imtirs  upon  the  stage.  In  his  afternoon  ranii)les  for  exer- 
cise, he  frecpiently  accompanied  his  friends  to  the  garden 
of  ••  Katey  Mutz,”  at  \Yind-mill  Hill — more  recently  the 
.^ite  of  the  Chatham  Street  Chapel — for  a draught  of 
mead  ; for  the  making  of  which  “ Aunt  Katey,”  as  she  was 
fimiliarly  called,  was  particularly  celebrated.  From  this 
(livorite  place  of  resort  he  would,  perhaps,  stroll  through 
the  meadows  and  orchards  along  the  Bowery  road,  and 
thence  into  the  woods  towards  Corlear’s  Hook ; which, 
though  now  a densely  peopled  portion  of  the  city,  was 
then  a long  walk  into  the  country.  His  favorite  ramble, 
however,  when  alone,  was  to  the  hickor}'  grove  of  Mr. 
Nicholas  Bayard,  on  the  North  River  side,  in  that  section 
of  the  present  city  lying  between  Canal  and  Charlton 
Streets.^  There  was  a spring  of  pure  water  here,  and  the 
shady  trees  rendered  it  a charming  place  for  solitary 
meditation.  Occasionally  he  drove  out  to  the  head  of  the 
Kiiu>:’s  Road,  and  on  the  west  side  to  Lake^s  “ Hermitaiie.” 
near  what  is  now  the  beginning  of  the  Sixth  Avenue. 
More  frequently,  however,  he  droi^ped  in  at  the  ‘‘Ranelagh 
Garden”  to  take  a glass  of  ale  or  an  ice  of  Jones,  near  the 
Hospital.  Again,  if  provided  with  letters  to  the  principal 
residents,  he  would,  on  a clear  afternoon,  walk  up  the  new 
road  (now  Broadway)  as  far  as  the  beautiful  country-seat 
of  Andrew  Elliott,  Esq.,*  an  English  gentleman,  who  had 
acted  as  Lieutenant-Governor  under  the  Crown  during  a 
portion  of  the  time  that  the  city  was  in  British  occupa- 
tion. After  spending  an  hour  very  agreeably  with  Mr. 
Elliott,  who  was  on  the  ev^e  of  taking  his  final  departure 
from  this  republican  clime  to  one  more  congenial  to  his 
feelings,  he  set  out,  towards  evening,  on  his  return  to  the 
city — taking  the  grove  at  Bayard’s  spring  in  his  way. 

* Now  tlie  comer  of  Tenth  Street  and  Broadway — whore  A T.  Stewan's 
iron  store  stands  — and  well  known  as  the  Sailor's  Snn^^  Harbor  propertv. 
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Meeting  there  some  of  his  acquaintances,  they  strolled 
together  leisurely  across  the  Lispenard  meadows,  and 
as  the  sun  was  sinking  into  his  golden  bed,  called  in  at 
the  Mount  Vernon  Gardens,  a fashionable  place  of  retreat 
at  the  White  Conduit  House,  then  situated  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  city,  near  what  is  now  the  corner  of 
Leonard  Street  and  Broadway.  While  seated  in  a rural 
alcove,  partaking  of  some  of  the  ordinary  refreshments  of 
such  places,  conversations  of  interest  arose,  mingled  with 
interesting  stories  and  lively  anecdotes,  which  caused  the 
friends  to  take  no  note  of  time,  until  they  were  startled 
’ by  the  bells  of  St.  Paul's  pealing  out  the  hour  of  nine. 

The  friends  separated  hastily,  and  our  visitor,  thread- 
ing his  way  slowly  along  the  narrow  and  inadequately 
lighted  streets,  either  returned  to  his  lodgings  at  the  City 
Hotel,  or,  if  previously  introduced,  paid  a visit  to  the 
Kelvidere  Club,  at  the  house  erected  bv  that  memorable 
association  of  good  fellows,  on  the  hill  beyond  the  seat  of 
Colonel  Rutgers,  which  has  been  dug  away  within  the 
last  forty  years  and  built  over  upon  a dead  level.  The 
Belvidere  Club  was  composed  chiefly  of  foreigners,  in- 
cluding some  of  the  professional  gentlemen  and  merchants 
of  the  city.  They  played  lightly,  gave  excellent  dinners, 
and  did  not  drink  to  excess,  or  rather,  to  what  in  those 
days  was  counted  excess.  The  house  referred  to  as  hav- 
ing been  built  by  the  Club,  was  an  elegant  establishment, 
standing  upon  one  of  the  most  charming  sites  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  city,  overlooking  the  town,  with  its  beauti- 
ful harbor,  and  a handsome  section  of  Long  Island.  There 
was  also  the  Hardenl)rook  Club  in  existence  at  the  same 
period ; but  its  associates  were  hard  drinkers,  and  our 
visitor  had  no  fellowship  for  such.  Not  being  inclined  to 
become  a member,  even  if  his  stay  in  the  city  had  not 
been  short,  he  merely  visited  them  a few  times  as  a guest, 
and  as  a matter  of  curiosity. 
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There  were,  however,  other  enjoyments  at  his  com- 
mand of  a higher  order,  and,  being  a student,  much  more 
to  ins  taste.  The  bar  of  New  York  at  this  time  presented 
a noble  array  of  knowledge  and  talent.  There  were  lit- 
erally “giants’’  in  those  days,  among  whom  were  the  elder 
Samuel  Jones,  John  Jay,  Robert  Troup,  Richard  Harrison, 
Brockholst  Livingston,  William  Duer,  John  Cozine,  Josiah 
Ogden  Hofiinan,  and  Chief- Justice  Lansing — at  this  time 
in  the  full  meridian  of  their  high  professional  career. 
Alexander  Hamilton  also,  though  a few  years  younger 
than  those  just  mentioned,  was  fast  soaring  to  the  pinnacle 
of  his  splendid  intellectual  course,  as  also  was  his  able  and 
subtle  rival,  by  whose  hand  he  subsequently  fell.  It  was 
the  delight  of  the  young  student  to  visit  the  courts  and 
witness  the  intellectual  contiicts  of  these  great  men,  where 
the  richest  treasures  of  deep  and  varied  learning  were 
disclosed,  and  the  art  of  eloquence  exerted  to  its  highest 
perfection — where  mind  grappled  with  mind,  and,  dis- 
daining the  petty  subtleties  and  technicalities  of  the 
profession,  the  champions  stood  forth  in  their  own  majesty 
and  strength,  contending  like  men,  and  yieldingonly  after 
all  had  been  done  for  their  clients  that  could  be  achieved 
by  the  power  and  weight  of  learning  and  the  splendor  of 
eloquence. 

These  were  likewise  times  of  high  political  excitement. 
Parties  under  the  lead  of  Hamilton  and  Burr  respectively, 
were  forming  in  strong  friendship  or  violent  opposition. 
Frequent  public  meetings  were  held,  and  the  ablest  states- 
men in  the  city  often  took  part  in  these  jahmary  assem- 
blages. Night  after  night  did  the  old  Union  Hotel  in 
William  Street  resound  with  the  oratory  of  the  distin- 
guished popuhir  leaders  of  the  day,  and  often  was  our 
visitor  among  the  most  delighted  of  the  auditors.  He 
was  ever  gratilled  with  the  antagonistic  feats  of  mind, 
whether  at  the  bar,  or  upon  the  tribune  of  the  people  — 
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whether  exercised  in  close,  logical,  and  nervous  argument, 
or  in  the  more  showy  exhibitions  of  popular  declamation — 
whether  imbued  with  wisdom,  or  sparkling  wdth  wit, — 
the  brisk  assault  and  the  tart  reply. 

One  of  these  exhibitions  of  forensic  ability  was  wit- 
nessed in  a remarkable  criminal  trial  that  took  place  in 
March  of  the  present  year.  The  last  week  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  (1799)  had  been  signalized  by  the- 
1800.  ^ ^ ® . r _ 

occurrence  ot  a most  mysterious  murder,  which  at 

the  time  threw  the  city  into  great  excitement,  and  for 
many  days  afterwards  furnished  the  principal  topic  of 
’conversation  among  its  citizens.  In  itself,  the  incident 
might  not  be  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  allude  to, 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  trial  of  the  suspected 
murderer,  as  before  hinted,  called  forth  the  splendid 
abilities  of  Alexander  Hamilton  and  Aaron  Burr. 

The  case  to  which  allusion  is  here  made  was  as  fol- 
lo^vs : An  exceedingly  comely  young  woman,  Juliana 
Elmore  Sands  by  name,  was  taken,  one  Sunday  afternoon, 
to  ride,  by  Levi  WeelvS,  a young  man,  and  a nephew  of 
Ezra  Weeks,  wdio  built  the  City  Hotel.  The  following 
Thursday  the  body  of  tlie  girl  was  found  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Manhattan  Well,”  just  above  the  present  line  of 
Spring  Street,  ])etweeii  Greene  and  Wooster  Streets,  pre- 
senting every  appearance  of  having  been  foully  dealt 
with.*  The  young  man,  who  had  been  her  companion  on 
the  previous  Sunday,  was  at  once  arrested  and  placed 
on  trial  for  willful  murder.  Alexander  Hamilton,  Aaron 
Burr,  and  Brockholst  Livingston  were  retained  for  the 
defense ; and  during  the  trial,  which  lasted  two  days  an<l 

* Called  the  “ Manhattan  W<‘11”  from  the  fact  that  the  “Manhattan  Com- 
pany,” in  searchinf;  round  the  city  and  suburbs  for  water,  found  a spring,  whicli 
they  caustal  to  be  duix  out  seyeral  feet  and  made  into  a well.  In  the  end,  liow- 
eyer,  they  decided  that  it  would  not  answer  their  purpose;  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly left  curbed  and  coyered,  retaining  e\'er  afterwards  the  name  of  the  “ 31an 
hattan  Well.” 
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nights,  the  former  two  exhibited,  in  a marked  degree, 
fhe  individual  traits  for  which  they  were  distinguished, 
Iii  conversation  recently  with  a gentleman,  now  (1871) 
ninety-four  years  old,  he  described  to  me  the  character- 
istics of  each  of  those  great  men  as  they  appeared  upon 
the  trial,  of  which  he  was  an  eye-wituess.  Hamilton,  it 
seems,  was  more  of  an  orator  than  Burr.  His  style  was 
tiowery,  and  his  oratory  graceful,  fluent,  animated,  and 
impassioned.  Burr,  on  the  contrary,  was  cool  and  impos- 
ing in  manner,  collected  and  dispassioiied  in  reasoning, 
and  confined  himself,  in  argument,  to  a few  strong  and 
iproniinent  traits.  Nevertheless,  the  latter  did  not  always 
depend  upon  argument,  but  resorted  occasionally  to  what 
would  now 'be  called  stage  effect,”  to  carry  his  point.  At 
least  this  seems  to  be  a fair  inference  from  a circumstance 
that  occurred  during  this  trial.  It  appears  that  at  first 
all  the  testimony  pointed  to  the  prisoner  as  the  mur- 
derer, and  the  evidence  of  one  witness,  in  particular,  was 
so  strong  that  it  became  plain  that  unless  his  testimony 
could  be  broken  down,  the  case  for  the  defense  would  be 
lost.  The>  trial  had  lasted  all  the  afternoon,  and  when  it 
grew  towards  dusk.  Burr  called  his  clerk  to  him,  and,  in  an 
aside,  ordered  a lighted  candle  to  be  brought  in  when  he 
should  give  a signal.  Burr  meanwhile,  continued  to  cross- 
question  and  harass  the  witness,  constantly  insinuating 
that  he  himself  was  the  ]>erpetrator  of  the  deed,  until, 
having  succeeded  in  confusing  him,  he  made  the  sign. 
The  lighted  candle  was  thereupon  handed  him ; when, 
suddenly  holding  it  full  in  the  face  of  the  witness,  he 
exclaimed,  in  his  most  telling  manner,  Behold  the  mur- 
derer!” This  coin})leted  the  discomfiture  of  the  witness  ; 
and,  after  a charge  by  Chief-Justice  Lansing,  a verdict  of 
acquittal  was  rendered  by  the  jury. 

In  181)3,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  appointed  Mayor  of  the 
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city,^  which  station  he  held  until  the  spring  of  LS07,  when 
he  was  succeeded,  for  a short  time,  by  Colonel  ^lari- 

1803«  ‘ ^ 

nus  Willett,  the  venerable  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  who,  nearly  half  a century  before,  had  gatheiV(l 
imperishable  laurels  at  Fort  Stanwix. 

One  event,  however,  was  to  impede,  for  a short  time, 
the  progress  which  the  city  was  making  on  the  road  t<j 
prosperity.  This  was  the  tire  of  1804.  About  tw(j 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  December, 
of  that  year,  a serious  tire  commenced  in  a grocery  store 
,on  Front  Street.  The  air  was  cold,  and  a high  wind 
blowing,  and  the  engines  late  in  their  appearance,  the 
devouring  element  extended  with  unexampled  rapidity, 
destroying  many  valuable  stores  and  dwellings,  with  their 
contents.  The  buildings  from  the  west  side  of  Coffee- 
house Slip,  on  Water  Street,  to  Gouverneur’s  Lane,  and 
thence  down  to  the  East  River,  were  swept  away,  and 
crossing  Wall  Street,  the  houses  upon  the  east  side  of  the 
slip  were  also  burned.  Among  them  was  the  old  Ton- 
tine Coffee-house,  so  celebrated  in  its  day,  with  several 
brick  stores.  Most  of  the  buildings  being  of  wood,  their 
destruction  caused  new  and  fire-proof  brick  edifices;  to  be 
built  in  their  places.  About  forty  stores  and  dwellings 
were  consumed — [itteen  on  Wall  Street,  seventeen  on 
Front,  and  eight  on  Water  Street — the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty destroyed  amounting  to  two  millions  of  dollars.  The 
fire  was  supposed  to  be  the  work  of  incendiaries,  from 
anonymous  letters  sent  to  a merchant  [)revious  to  the 
event.  A reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  was,  accordiimlv, 
offered  by  the  Mayor  for  the  apprehension  of  the  guilty 
parties.  This  same  region,  thirty-one  years  afterwards, 


* The  Mayor  was  at  this  time  ajipoiuted  to  otiice  by  a Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, consistiuLT  of  a St'nator  chos('n  by  tlie  Lt‘«;isla!ure  from  eacli  of  the  four 
districts  of  the  State,  with  the  (iovernor  as  Chairman  of  the  Council. 
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was  to  witness  the  greatest  conflagration  which  ever  took 
l>hu*e  in  this  city. 

The  year  1804  was  indeed  a memorable  date  in  the 
annals  of  the  city.  In  that  year  the  Historical  Society 
was  founded,  with  De  Witt  Clinton  for  its  first  vice-presi- 
iLait ; the  New  York  Society  Library  received  a fresh 
impetus  by  the  appointment  of  Gulian  C.  Verplanck  as 


one  of  its  trustees;  the  present  City  ILill  ])egan  to  rise 
IVom  its  foundation ; and  the  Public  School  Society  was 
virtually  determined  upon.  It  was  marked  also  by  dark 
siirns ; for,  besides  briimiim  the  dreadful  fire,  alreadv 
described,  it  brought  the  death  of  Alexander  Hamilion 
— killed  in  a duel,  by  Burr,  on  the  11th  of  July — and  the 
loss  of  his  brilliant  gifts  and  guiding  intellect.  Formerly, 

a iirarble  monument,  erected  by  the  St.  Andrew’s  Society, 
44 
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on  the  “ Weehawken  Dueling  Ground,"  opposite  Thirty- 
first  Street,  marked  the  exact  spot  of  the  fatal  encounter; 
and  even  as  late  as  1800,  a cedar-tree,  against  which 
Hamilton  stood,  while  the  seconds  were  arranging  the 
preliminaries,  was  still  standing.  Now,  however  (1871), 
the  newly-completed  road-bed  of  the  West-side  Railroad 
has  destroyed  the  tree,  besides  removing  every  vestige  of 
the  narrow  ledge  on  which  the  principals  stood.* 

The  year  1807  is  also  one  yet  more  memorable,  not 
only  in  the  cityls  history,  but  in  that  of  the  United  States 

and  the  alobe.  In  tiiat  year  was  witnessed  the 

1807«  ^ '' 

successful  introduction  of  steam  navigation,  Who 
shall  say,’’  writes  Dr.  0^-good,  what  steam  navigation 
has  done  to  emancipate  mankind  from  drudgery,  and  con- 
struct society  upon  the  basis  of  liberty!  It  is  science 
turned  liberator  ; and  the  saucy  philosophy^  of  the  eight- 
eenth century'  become  the  mighty'  and  merciful  helper  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  To  us,  individually  and  generally', 
how  marvelous  has  been  the  gift  I Wherever  that  piston- 
rod  rises  and  falls,  and  those  paddles  turn,  man  has  a 
giant  Tor  his  porter  and  defender.  The  liberty  of  the 
nation  has  been  organized  under  its  protection ; and  the 
great  States  of  the  Mississippi  valley'  and  the  Pacific 
coast  are  brought  within  one  loy'al  affinity,  and  build  their 
new  liberties  upon  the  good  old  pattern  of  our  fathers. 
Clinton  and  Fulton — the  one  identified  with  the  rise  of 
steam  navffiation,  the  other  with  the  Erie  Canal — are 
names  that  belong  to  universal  history',  as  having  given 

* The  details  of  tliis  duel  have  been  so  often  g'iven  that  we  may  properly 
omit  them  here.  But  t>ne  recent  landmark  of  the  city,  connected  with  that 
event — viz.,  Richmond  Hii.l,  where  Burr  was  residing  at  the  ^ime,  and  at  the 
f(K)t  of  which  the  boat  was  moored  that  conveyed  him  across  the  river  to  meet 
Hamilton  on  that  fatal  morning — has  entwined  around  it  so  many  interestinir 
ineniories  that  our  readers  will  thank  us  for  <rivintr  a sketch  of  it  from  the 
scholarly  pen  of  General  Prosper  M.  Wet  more,  who  wrote  it  orijxinally  for  TU^ 
Historical  Mayaziue.  This  sketch  will  be  found  in  .V[tpeiidi.v  No.  II. 
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America  its  business  unity,  and  brought  its  united  wealth 
to  bear  upon  the  industry  and  commerce  of  the  world.” 

But,  notwithstanding  the  place  which  Dr.  Osgood 
assigns  to  Fulton,  justice  requires  it  to  be  stated  that  to 
.lotiN  Fitch,  and  not  to  Robert  Fulton,  belongs  the  honor 
of  inventing  the  steam-boat. 

Probably  no  person  has  received  so  much  praise,  and 
deserved  it  so  little,  as  Robert  Fulton.  A man  of  no 
j)ractical  ingenuity — of  no  power  of  conceiving,  much  less 
of  executing,  an  original  mechanical  idea — his  friend 
Golden  has  succeeded  in  persuading  the  public  that  to  him 
alone  is  due  the  successful  navigation  of  our  rivers  by 
steam.  Tiie  facts,  however,  as  I gathered  them  from  the 
late  Bishop  Potter,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  in  turn  received 
tliem  from  Chancellor  Livingston  himself,  are  as  follows: 
Thirteen  years  before  Fitch  experimented  with  his  steam- 
boat upon  the  Collect  in  New  York,  he  had^  as  is  well 
known,  run  a little  steamer  on  the  Delaware,  between 
Philadelphia  and  Bordentown,  with  great  success.  During 
that  period  he  had  experimented  with  various  kinds  of 
propelling  power — the  screw,  the  side-wheel,  and  sweeps 
or  long  oars.  The  most  primitive  thing  about  his  vessel 
was  the  boiler,  which  consisted  simply  of  two  potash 
kettles,  riveted  together.  Mr.  Livingston,  who  was  greatly 
interested  in  the  success  of  Fitches  expeiiments,*  seized 
the  opportunity,  when  Minister  to  France,  to  visit  the 
workshops  of  Watt  and  Bolton,  in  England,  where,  for  the 
first  time,  he  saw  a properly  constructed  steam-l^oiler.  But 
how  was  he  to  introduce  it  into  the  United  States,  unless 
(which  was  then  impossilile)  he  went  there  himself  ] At 
this  crisis  he  thought  of  Robert  Fulton,  who,  originally  an 
artist  in  Philadelphia,  was  then  exhibiting  a panorama  in 


* The  Chancellor  had  previously  expended  larj^e  sums  in  boats  and 
machinery  for  navi^^atinij  the  Hudson  by  steam,  and  obtained  an  act  frivinp:him 
the  exelusive  right  to  do  so  in  17‘jS.  This  w as  three  yours  before  he  saw  Fulton. 
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Paris.  His  panorama,  however,  failing  to  pay,  was  at- 
tached, and  he  himself  arrested  for  debt  and  thrown  int-' 
prison.  Livingston  also,  at  this  time,  had  in  his  possession 
the/?/^m-s,  models^  and  dravjiwjs  of  what  was  afterwards  tho 
successful  steam-boat,  which  he  had  obtained  from  tiio 
American  Consul,  then  residing  at  Havre,  who,  in  turn, 
had  'purchased  them  of  Fitch,  when  the  latter,  com- 
pletely discouraged,  and  a stranger  in  France,  utterly 
destitute,  had  given  up  in  despair.  Livingston,  falling 
into  the  error  so  common  to  many,  of  believing  that, 
because  an  artist  can  draw  cleverly,  he  must  necessarily 
slicceed  equally  well  in  mechanical  conception  and  execu- 
tion, paid  off  Fulton’s  debts,  and  sent  him  over  to  New 
York  with  one  of  James  Watt’s  boilers.  Fulton,  how- 
ever, thoroughly  incompetent  and  untrustworthy,  failed 
to  rise  to  the  occasion;  and  when  Livingston  returned,  a 
year  after,  he  found  his  pet  project  precisely  where  he  had 
left  it  several  years  before.  He,  therefore,  at  once  took 
hold  of  it  himself,  and  by  his  energy  and  perseverance, 
finally  brought  bis  idea  to  a successful  issue — Fultcm, 
whom  he  could  not  entirely  shake  off,  acting  as  a kind  of 
general  superintendent.  These  facts,  moreover,  are  con- 
firmed not  only  by  the  late  President  William  A.  Duer, 
in  his  ±^e.w  Yorker  (Letter  7th),  but  by  Mr.  Ransom 
Cook,  now  (1871)  living  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Cook  informs  me  that,  in  the  summer  of  1837,  he  was 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  engaged  upon  his  electro- 
magnetic machinerv.  Among  his  workmen  were  two 
who  had  been  emphn'ed  by  Livingston  and  Fulton,  while 
those  gentlemen  were  perfecting  their  steam-boat.  They 
surprised  him  greatly  by  stating  that  Fulton  was  a capital 
draughtsman,  and  that  was  all.  They  added,  that  he  was 
so  deficient  in  a knowledge  of  the  laws  of  mechanics  as 
to  furnish  daily  mirth  for  the  workmen,  and  that  it  was  a 
long  time  before  Livingston  could  convince  him  that  the 
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‘‘  .starting-bar  ” of  an  engine  should  be  made  larger  at  the 
fiilmiin  end  than  at  tlie  handle  !'^ 

On  the  Tth  of  August.  1S07,  the  hi\st  steam-boat,  the 
Clermont^  constructed  and  tinished  under  the  nominal 
superintendence  of  Robert  Fulton,  encouraged  by  Ciian- 
ccllor  Livingston,  stood  in  the  stream  opposite  Jersey 
City,  ready  at  a signal  to  start  on  her  way  to  Albany. 
Thousands  of  citizens  lined  both  banks  of  the  river,  and 
tilled  every  kind  of  a.vailable  water-craft  with  the  expec- 
tation of  witnessing  the  utter  failure  of  ‘‘Fulton’s  Folly"’ 
— as  they  had  tauntingly  christened  the  new  boat — and 
of  having  the  satisfaction  of  saying,  “ I told  you  so.”  But 


for,  at  the  word 
from  the  alleged  inventor,  the  wheels  began  to  revolve, 
slowly  at  first,  then  faster  and  taster,  until  “ Fulton’s  Folly  ” 
vanished  up  the  river,  leaving  the  scolfers  ^taring  after  it 


* In  the  above  ■^Mateni^^lt  reirardirir  the  ciain:?;  of  Fitch  aiui  Fulton  to  be  considered  the 
inventors  of  the  steam-boat.  I have  written  what  I believe  to  be  the  trne  facts  ot  the  case.  It 
i'  far  from  my  wish,  however,  to  uo  injustice  to  any  one.  at.d  1 tiiei'elore  here  Ltive  a }»ortion 
of  a letter  written  to  me  by  ^Ir.  J.  U-  F>.  Latrobe.  of  Baltimore.  Md.  .Mr.  Latrobe  recently 
read  a paper  before  the  Mtiryl.and  Historical  Suciity.  dosi>_:ne<t  to  show  that  Mr,  Nicholas  J. 
Roosevelt,  of  New  York  city,  was  the  real  inver.tor  of  the  jifesent  side-wheels  fo  the  steam- 
boat. This  pajier  has  been  published,  and  i-^  accessible  to  tho^e  w i.-hinL:  to  pursue  the  ques- 
tion further.  Mr.  Latrobe  writes;  “ [r  was  Fulton  who  made  the  plans  and  superintended  the 
Work  of  the  d^rmont.  The  Chancellor  was  wholly  incumi)et''nt.  He  wa~  ait  inventor  in  a 
small  way,— a man.  rather,  of  ideas  to  hecarrietl  out  Ity  others.  Hi'  inventions,  or  his  idea, 
wanted  the  merit  of  praciicaltility.  I have  letters  on  letters  ol  Ids— which  prove 
this  beyond  question.  An  able  lawyer;  a statesman,  too.  he  \\as  luii  a sinatterer  in  the  sci- 
ences that  involve  accuracy  in  tlie  mechanic  arts.  Thi.s  is  tiie  impre"ion  his  correspond- 
ence pives  me.  .Soil  would  you.  Fulton,  a miniature  painter,  a panorama-man.  a tor[H'do- 
man.  a man  of  siiifts  throuirh  necessity,  was  a man  of  re'onrce-.  There  are  papers  in  my 
collection  that  abundantly  i>rove  this.  ^ * With  retrard  now  to  Fitch.  I mention  him 

in  my  monoirr.aph.  There  is  a drawing  somewhere  ol  his  hnat.  hut  he  w.as  not  the  first  who 
had  the  idea  of  steam.  Many  ha<i  it.  He  practically  antedated  the  t liancellor.  and  Roosevelt, 
and  Fulton  with  lii'  vertical  jKvOlles  or  oora  .•  hut  you  are  the  tlr't  that  I have  ever  heard  say 
tliat  he  had  anythin;^  to  do  with  vi^rtical  ivhtdv  on  the  ei'li the  Had  it 

been  as  you  state,  if  would  have  come  out  in  the  proceedim:'  before  the  Leu'isluture  of  New 
Jersey-uf  Trenton,  (m  the  vtr;/  rivrr  irh<-re  his  r.vjttrimtnts  tinA-  The  merit  of  Roose- 

velt was  that  he  not  only  stm''?e't.ed,  hut  de'criheil  the  ineeh  inie.il  de'ails  <’f  construction  of 
these  — and  tiiis  to  the  Chancellor,  too  ! It  v\  ,is  not  to  Fitch,  but. to  two  AV’r-  i’/o  Avrs. 

of  r!K>  old  Knicki  rhocker  'tock.  too.  that  the  >ide  wheid  I'o.ir  ow.-~  it'  orL'in— Ko("evelt.  w h > 
supLtested  and  described  it,  while  workii'.it  at  the  v’liaucele-r's  ;:u’jniclicai>i;ity.  • * * • 


THE  CLERMONT. 


that  sentence  wa.s  never  to  be  uttered ; 
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with  blank  visages  and  open  mouths.  The  triumph  was 
complete — yet  to  Fitch,  not  Fulton,  belongs  the  honor. 

In  the  summer  of  1807,  I chanced  to  be  a passenger 
on  one  of  the  swift  and  lairy-like  steamers  that  ply  in  the 
day-time  between  New  York  and  Albany.*  While  passing 


Catskill,  the  birth-place  of  Tliurlow  Weed,  the  latter,  who 
was  also  a passenger,  was  reminded  of  an  incident  of  liis 

* In  the  course  of  tlie  trip  mentionefl  in  the  text,  the  distance  between 
West  Point  and  Xewbur;r — ten  miles — was  made  in  twenty  minutes  and  a half, 
nearly  thirty  miles  an  hour.  The  speed  of  the  boat  (the  Chauncey  VihhartP'  on 
this  occasion  was  timed  by  ]Mr.  Weed,  Mr.  Erastus  Brooks,  of  the  Exnres.i,  and 
Mr.  Wilkes,  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Times.  This  time  becomes  the  more  remark- 
able when  it  is  stated  that,  at  the  time,  the  steam-boat  had  five  h under  1 an^l 
fifty  passenjrers  on  board.  The  speed  of  Fulton’s  boat  was  about  six  miles  an 
hour!  T\\e  Chan  nee  y Vihbnrd  and  Thus.  are  at  present  considered  the 

fastest  boats  in  the  United  State-^,  if  not  on  the  g-lobe.  In  this  connection,  als^. 
it  will  be  interestin£T  to  jrive  the  following  account  of  the  dimens;  jiis  and  sj>eed 
the  Clermont.  The  Clermont  vrsis  100  feet  long,  12  feet  wide,  and  7 deep. 
The  following  advertisement  ar)peared  in  the  Albany  Gazette  on  the  1st  of  Sejv 
tember.  1807 : — 

“The  Xorth  Hirer  SteamJjoat  will  leave  Paulus-llook  [.Jersey  City]  on 
Friilay,  the  4th  of  Se[)trmber,  at  0 in  the  morning,  and  anive  at  Albany  at  0 in 
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jM)yhood,  connected  with  the  first  trip  of  the  Clermont^ 
wliicli  he  related  to  the  little  circle  gathered  around  him : 
‘•Sixty  years  ago,  this  very  day,”  said  Mr.  Weed,  “the 
first  steam-boat  passed  up  the  Hudson  from  New  York  to 
Albany.  The  news  spread  like  wild-fire,  although  there 
was  then  no  telegraph,  and  the  banks  of  the  entire  rivxu' 
were  almost  literally  lined  with  people,  to  whom  the  first 
steam-boat  was  a much  greater  wonder  than  the  Great 
Eastern  to  the  present  generation.”  To  be  on  the  bank, 
however,  was  not  enough  for  Mr.  Weed ; so,  stripping  ofl‘ 
his  clothes  aiid  placing  them  on  a rude  raft  improvised  for 
the  occasion,  he  swam  out  into  the  stream,  pushing  the 
raft  before  him ; and  from  an  island  (now  forming  the 
main-land)  he  watched  in  actual  fear  and  trembling,  the 
singular,  and  to  him  weird,  spectacle — 

“ A peaceful  bark  o’er  the  waters  sped, 

As  the  monster  form  drew  near ; 

From  his  perilous  post  the  helmsman  fled, 

And  the  hailing  captain  bade  with  dread 
From  her  demon-wake  to  steer. 

* y * * * * * * ♦ k 

“ From  the  fishermen’s  cabins  the  inmates  burst. 

And  were  moved  in  their  panic  to  say. 

That  the  ghosts  of  the  Dutchmen  had  risen  from  dust 
To  smoke  their  great  pipes  with  a terrible  gust, 

And  hasten  from  Gotham  awav.”  * 

the  afternoon.  Provisions,  good  bertlis,  and  accommodation  are  provided.  The 
charge  to  each  passenger  is  as  follows : 

Dollars.  Hours. 

To  Newburg..." 3 00  14 

“ Poughkeepsie  4 00  17 

“ Esopus 5 00  20 

“ Hudson 5 50  30 

“ Albany 7 00  36 

“ Mr.  Fulton’s  new  steam-boat,”  said  the  same  paper,  on  tlie  5th  of  October, 
'‘left  New  York  on  the  2d,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  against  a strong  tide,  very 
rough  water,  and  a violent  gale  from  the  north.  She  made  a headway,  against 
the  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  without  being  rocked  by  the  waves.” 

Mr.  Charles  Dyke,  who  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  in 
this  State,  was  the  engineer  of  Fulton’s  little  trial  steamer,  the  Clermont, 
at  the  time  she  made  her  first  trip  from  New  York  to  Albany,  on  the  7th  of 
August,  1807. 

* 'fhe  First  Steamboat  by  Mrs.  Sigourney. 
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It  WtTS  not,  however,  until  1811  tluit  “ Crossing  tlie 
Ferry”  at  New  York  became  an  accomplished  fact.  In- 
deed, the  dilliculties  exj:)erienced  in  crossing  tlie 
North  and  East  Rivers  before  horse  or  steam  fer- 
ries were  known,  will  never  be  realized  by  the  present 
generation.  They  may  be  judged  of  somewhat  by  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  a letter  to  the  writer,  written  by  a 
gentleman  who  now  (1871)  is  still  living,  at  the  age  oi' 
eighty-eight,  hale  and  hearty.  When  a boy  of  hlteen,” 
he  writes,  “I  first  visited  New  York  city,  in  1801.  Then 


we  crossed  from  Rrookhm  in  small  sail-boats — two  cents 
ferriage.  .With  ice  in  the  river,  it  was  sometimes  ex- 
tremely perilous.  To  get  a gig  across,  of  course,  the 
wheels  must  be  taken  off,  and  the  horse  jumped.  On  that 
first  visit  I saw  the  fine  farms  below  the  present  City 
Hall — and  one  farmer  was  just  driving  out  the  gate  witii 
a fine  coif  to  carry  down  town  to  the  butcher.  My  father 
took  me  to  the  old  Fly  Market,  whither  he  carried  his 
produce.”  * 

♦ Letter  from  Isaac  Uushmore,  of  Westbunj,  L.  L,  to  the  writer,  dated  -W 
cember  1th,  ISTl. 


: -^1 


,;-i..^  \nsil  toiHiUj fit^^^i .r>ti  •■}f^h^^i\  ' vrivi 

t.;^l.  . tiVOjiJul  ^ ' ' rt'lJ^I. 

imi UJ^T : ^ ■iiivf  ,(! v/op  ' 

■ . ’ ' •'.  L •*  »■'  i 'M  "... 


h -H>  •iBili 


■nrr  /vf  ';»l4  H'?-  T5»j| 


riK 


^ jr\  ^ , 

nf  hirtixo  Siil  ''^  i 


:if 


-,  oiiJ  ir>  -.'^/iJiii^c  .-il  Ci.i'?^)  oih/  mMio) 


7f  Ou  ■ - ..  .,1 


■ *■'  -i.  •'  ’,1  . , ' 


'■■  ‘ ■ V ' V '' 


* 


'ir 


W€' 


-V.t 


. \*iv  ■■« 


4*rf-Vy.<-',  -/jW  "1'^, 


.1^0^ 


i! 


:.ra. 


*iX , ,--.^ 
i ^ 

?» 


.r*’o  -K' 

. - m*“~:::^‘K- ■ ■ ■ 

-'l>'  ••^';’f->,* 


?3 


■ J.fj'j  Ijv/I— ■■'>  i[r.!*S:;«I'jrH;}iw>^^  tau^  ii'-3i#i'J  8W  

^-y:  ■ ::‘-<’}irm  I'-'-v  si  ,'i;i-.<’i'i  9it!  ■'’!  uji,.tUi'U.  .Sgmiiol 

'^(  . . Tii;<’-;  "to  -Pis'i'kOfi  tfl  JJ  oX  - '.••ijofi'f^,  ^ . 

i;;>ii  nO'rb^afrni'  aaifw  giswJw  _ 

viilXiitarS'iq  (idt  j(foi0''0^f'jd)\^ip./^^  X jisiv  Jn3,^ 

, 'htv^'  -Jk.s  fiHJ,  iuo  "^niyrjti  i^y‘i  -m  r>f»'!isi  f i^or.— iUH  ^ ,,,,;- 
-■TOiVwk'-i-M  /!9JmXk? /.nii  '•>  amvrcV/fv^^^  oni.i»,^ift  « . :?:'  . 

- .id  ,b9Fn*i9  &i<>  ."  ■ - ■'■■ 


vSS.  S:-_,.  . ■ » . ■.'-*.V,fc*-5r.-' 


, ;,.  ''''/‘-i  '’kimk.  -kM  &': 

'-  ^ ■ ■•"  -.:  . . -.■.,  r ■.  .? 


dXVE<p;'::  > V 


EX ; 


\ ;■  c 


^!. : 


HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


355 


The  first  announcement  of  a steam  ferry-boat  appears 
ill  the  Cohirnhian  newspaper  of  the  18th  of  September, 
1811,  as  follows  : “ Hoboken  Steamboat.  — Mr..  Godwin 
respectfully  acquaints  the  citizens  of  New  York  and  the 
public  at  large,  that  he  has  commenced  running  a steam- 
l)oat  on  the  Hoboken  Ferry,  of  large  and  convenient  size, 
and  capable  of  affording  accommodation  in  a very  exten- 
sive degi’ee.  The  boat  moves  with  uncommon  speed  and 
facility,  and  starts  from  the  usual  ferry  stairs,  at  the  Cor- 
poration wharf,  foot  of  Yesey  Street,  New  York,  where 
passage  may  be  taken  at  any  hour  of  the  day.’’  On  the 
24th  of  the  same  month,  the  following  editorial  appears  in 
the  same  paper : ‘‘  Steam-boats  are  rapidly  getting  into  the 
Hull  tide  of  successful  experiment’  in  this  country.  Last 
week  one  of  Colonel  Stevens’  ferry-lioats,  employed  by 
Mr.  Godwin,  of  Hoboken,  was  started  into  operation,  and 
yesterday  made  sixteen  trips  back  and  forth,  between  that 
place  and  this  city,  with  a probable  average  of  one  hun- 
dred passengers  each  trip."^  Her  machinery,  we  under- 
stand, is  somewhat  different  from  that  of  the  large  North 
River  boats,  and  we  presume  she  sails  considerably  faster 
than  any  other  heretofore  constructed  in  our  waters.” 
Even  in  those  days  it  seems  that  there  was  sharp  com- 
petition. Especially  was  this  the  case  between  Fulton, 
who  represented  the  Paulus  Hook  Feriy  Company,  and 
Colonel  John  Stevens  that  of  the  Hol)oken  Ferry.  The 
latter,  it  would  appear,  started  the  first  passenger  steam 
ferry-boat,  but  the  former  produced,  although  at  a later 
period,  a boat  (or  rather  a double  boat)  which  proved  suc- 
cessful for  the  general  wants  and  uses  of  such  a craft. 
In  July  of  the  year  following,  1812,  the  Cotmnbian  says, 
editorially : The  large  and  commodious  Steam-boat  which 


* Compare  tliia  statement  with  the  fact  that  now  tico  hundred  thousand  per- 
sfms  daily  cross  the  East  River,  and  as  many  more  on  the  other  side  to  New 
Jersey  and  Staten  Island. 
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has  been  for  some  time  erecting  in  this  city  by  Mr.  Fulton, 
as  a ferry-boat  to  ply  between  this  city  and  the  city  of 
Jersey,  will  be  in  full  operation  on  Thursday  next.  Tho 
crossing  of  the  North  River  has  beeen  such  an  obstacle  to 
the  communication  with  this  city,  that  it  is  a matter  of 
real  congratulation  to  the  public  that  their  difficulties  are 
removed.  The  most  timid  may  cross  now  without  fear. 
As  the  fare  of  a market-wagon,  loaded,  will  be  but  fifty 
cents,  there  is  no  doubt  but  our  markets  will  be  better 
supplied  than  ever  they  have  been.”  “ The  boat  impelled 
by  horses,  from  the  New  (Catharine)  Slip  to  the  upper 
firooklyn  Ferry,  cariied  at  one  time  543  passengers,  be- 
sides some  carriages  and  horses.  And  a horse-boat  is  to 
run  soon  from  Grand  Street  Dock  to  Williamsburo'h.” 
The  same  authority,  a short  time  afterwards,  announces 
the  successful  launching  of  this  boat,  called  the  WilUcuns- 
biirrjh^  from  the  ship-yard  of  Mr.  Browne.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever^ until  May,  1814,  that  steam  ferry-boats  superseded 
those  propelled  by  horse-power  on  the  Brooklyn  ferry.* 
In  speaking  of  this  great  improvement,  the  pajier  we  have 
before  quoted  (the  Coliimhkui)^  under  date  of  May  14th, 
says  : ' Broolthjn  Fenij-Boat. — The  JVassau,  the  new  steam- 
boat belonging  to  Messrs.  Cutting  & Co.,  which  commenced 
running  from  Beckman  Slip  to  the  lower  ferry  at  Brook- 
lyn a few  days  ago,  carried,  in  one  of  her  first  trips,  549 
(another  counted  550)  passengers,  one  wagon  and  a pair 
of  horses,  two  horses  and  chairs,  and  one  single  horse. 
She  has  made  a trip  in  four  'minutes,  and  generally  takes 
from  four  to  eight,  and  has  crossed  the  river  forty  times 
in  one  day.”  “ Yesterday  (Sunday,  Mjiy  10th),  between 
twelve  and  one  o’clock,  Mr.  Lewis  Rhoda  accidentally  got 
hurled  into  the  machinery  of  the  new  stearn-boat  Kassau, 

* The  picture  of  the  Brooklyn  Ferry-house,  on  tlie  opposite  pag-e,  is  copied 
from  a colored  engraving  published  in  London,  by  Thomas  Bakevvell,  in  17-lb, 
entitded,  “ A Soutli  Prospect  of  ye  P'lourishing  City  of  New  York,  in  ye  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,  in  America.” 
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which  cut  off  his  left  arm  a little  below  the  elbow,  and 
broke  his  neck.  He  expired  in  about  three  hours.’’* 

In  1808,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  again  appointed  Mayor 
of  the  city,  which  oiTice — with  the  exception  of  only  one 
1808  when  he  was  superseded  by  Judge  Hadcliffe 

in  consecpience  of  a change  in  party  politics — he 
retained  by  successive  annual  appointments,  until  the  year 
1815. 

“ In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Mayor,”  says  Dr. 
David  Ilosack,  in  his  address  before  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society,  “whether  presidingat  the  Common 
Council  Board,  superintending  the  general  interests  of  the 
city  as  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Health,  or  officiating 
in  the  character  of  a judge  on  the  bench,  Mr.  ^Clinton 
acquired  the  confidence,  the  respect,  and  the  gratitude  of 
all  classes  of  citizens,  uninfluenced  by  the  various  party 
feelings  that  distracted  the  commimity.  As  the  presiding 


* This  may  probably  be  considered  the  first  “ steam-boat  accident  ” — now 
become  so  frightfully  common — on  record. 

The  first  ferry  ordinance  on  record  (1054)  lays  down  the  following  rates  of 
ferriage ; 


The  ferryman  is  to  be  allowed  for  a wagon,  cart  (either  with  horses  or  Fior.  st.v. 

oxen),  or  a head  of  cattle 2 10 

For  a one-horse  wagon 2 

P"or  a plough 1 

For  a hog,  sheepi  buck,  or  goat 3 

For  a savage,  male  or  female 6 

For  each  other  person 3 

Half  for  children  under  ten  years. 

For  a horse,  or  four-footed  horned  beast 1 10 

For  a hogshead  of  tobacco 16 

For  a tun  of  beer 16 

For  an  anchor  of  wine  or  spirits 6 

For  a keg  of  butter,  or  anything  else 6 

For  four  schepels  of  corn 1 

Tlie  ferryman  cannot  be  compelled  to  ferry  any  one  over  before  he  is  paid. 
The  hours  shall  be  from  7 o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  5 P.  M.,  in  winter  ; but  he  is  not  to 
be  obliged  to  ferry  during  a tempest,  or  when  he  cannot  sail. 

The  directors  and  members  of  the  Council,  or  court  messenger,  and  other 
persons  invested  with  authority,  or  dispatched  by  the  Executive,  are  to  be 
exempt  from  toll. 
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ofiicer  of  the  Common  Coimcir,  the  dignity,  the  ability, 
and  the  dispatcdi  with  which  he  performed  tlie  duties  of 
that  important  office,  were  always  the  tlieme  of  eulogy ; 
and  to  the  municipal  concerns  of  the  city  he  paid  a 
devoted  and  unremitted  attention.’’ 

In  this  year,  also,  he  was  instrumental  in  obtaining 
from  the  State  Legislature  an  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  the  fortification  of  the  city.  He  was  likewise  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  to 


superintend  the  accomplishment  of  those  important  mili- 
tary works  on  Staten  Island  and  in  other  portions  of  the 
bav  for  the  defense  of  the  citv. 

It  was  while  Clinton  was  Mayor  that  the  affair  took  place 
which  is  generally  known  as  the  ‘‘  Trinity  Church  Riot.”* 

* The  folio wi  account  of  this  riot  is  taken  from  Chief-Justice  Daly’s 

Pcliolarly  discourse,  delivered  before  the  Century  Club,  on  the  <ieath  of  Guliaa 
C.  Verplanck. 
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“In  1811,  one  of  the  graduating  class  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege, afterwards  well  known  as  Dr.  J.  B.  Stevenson,  who 
had  been  appointed  one  of  the  disputan  ts  in  a politi- 
cal debate  which  was  to  take  place  at  the  college 
commencement,  submitted,  as  required,  what  he  was  to  say, 
to  the  inspection  of  one  of  the  faculty,  Dr.  Wilson.  It  contain- 
ed this  passage  : ‘ Representatives  ought  to  act  according  to 
the  sentiments  of  their  constituents,’  which  Dr.  Wilson 
required  him  to  modify  by  limiting  it  to  one  instance 
only.  The  young  man  remonstrated,  but  the  doctor  was 
inexorable,  because,  as  he  afterwards  testified,  he  con- 
sidered it  expedient  that  the  young  man  should  deliver 
correct  principles,  as  he  was  to  be  the  respondent  in  the 
debate.  The  ci^nmencement  was  held  in  Trinity  Church 
before  a crowded  audience,  and,  when  Stevenson  came  to 
reply,  he  omitted  the  qualification,  and  delivered  the 
passage  exactly  as  he  had  written  it.  When  his  name 
was  called  for  the  delivery  of  a diploma,  he  ascended  the 
stage,  and,  as  the  president  was  in  the  act  of  handing  him 
the  one  prepared  for  him,  one  of  the  professors  interposed, 
and  the  president  refused  to  confer  the  degree.  The 
young  man  withdrew,  overwhelmed  by  this  public  ex- 
posure ; but,  upon  returning  to  the  body  of  the  church,  he 
was  surrounded  by  his  fellow-graduates  and  friends,  for  he 
had  been  an  industrious  and  most  exemplary  student,  and, 
at  their  instigation,  here  turned  to  the  platform  and 
demanded  his  diploma.  One  of  the  professors,  anxious  to 
accommodate  matters,  said  to  him,  ‘ Probably  you  forgot;’ 
but  the  young  man  promptly  answered,  ‘ I did  not,  but  I 
would  not  utter  what  I did  not  believe.’  The  diploma 
was  again  refused,  upon  which  he  had  the  courage  to  turn 
to  the  audience  and  say : ‘ I am  refused  my  degree,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  not  from  any  literary  deficiency,  but 
because  I refused  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  others  as  my 
own.’  This  at  once  produced  a sensation,  upon  which 
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Hii<rh  Maxwell,  an  alumnus  of  the  college,  and  afterwards 
a distinguished  advocate,  went  upon  the  stage  and  ad- 
dressed the  audience  in  support  of  Stevenson,  Condemning 
the  faculty  in  what  they  considered  very  bold  and  oflfen- 
^ive  language.  At  this  juncture  Mr.  Yerplanck  also  went 
on  the  platform  and  demanded  of  Dr.  Mason,  the  provost, 
who  was  the  ruling  power  in  the  college,  why  the  degree 
was  not  conferred.  Dr.  Mason  informed  him,  and  Ver- 
planck  answered : ‘ The  reason,  sir,  is  not  satisfactory ; 
Mr.  Maxwell  must  be  sustained.’  The  audience  now 
!)ecaipe  greatly  excited  in  favor  of  Stevenson,  and  Yer- 
})lanck,  turning  towards  them,  moved  a vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Maxwelk^  for  his  zealous  and  honorable  defense  of  an 
injured  man,’  ^ proposition  which  the  graduating  class 
received  with  three  cheers,  followed  by  three  groans  for 
the  provost.  Yerplanck’s  manner  in  this  scene,  as  subse- 
quently described  by  Dr.  Mason, was  loud  and  rude,  witli 
an  air  of  consequence  and  disdain,  calculated  to  aid  and 
increase  the  disturbance,’  and,  according  to  the  doctor’s 
account,  he  ‘ appeared  as  if  erecting  himself  into  a tribunal 
to  judge  abov^  the  heads  of  the  laculty,’  a statement  in 
which  others  who  were  present  did  not  concur.  Old  as 
well  as  young  men  now  took  as  active  a part  as  Yerplanck 
or  Maxwell ; and  when  Dr.  Mason,  in  his  oilicial  character 
as  provost,  came  forward  to  restore  oixler,  he  was,  to 
employ  his  own  words,  when  examined  as  a witness,  re- 
ceived with  a ‘ hiss  that,  in  manner  and  quality,  would  not 
di.sgrace  a congregation  of  snakes  upon  Snake  LLill  in  New 
Jersey.’  He  was  compelled  to  retire,  the  police  were 
broim-ht  in,  and  the  commencement  came  to  an  end  in 
confusion  and  disorder. 

From  the  college  and  the  church  the  affair  passed 
into  the  newspapers.  The  faculty  puldished  in  the  daily 
journals  a lengthv  vindication  of  their  course,  and  were 
answered  by  a rejoinder  from  the  graduating  class,  and  by 
4Q 
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replies  from  others  who  were  present.  A complaint  was 
made  to  the  grand  jury,  and  seven  of  the  principal  actors, 
—Stevenson,  Verplanck,  and  Maxwell  being  included, — 
were  indicted  ; and,  at  the  August  term  of  the  Court  of 
Sessions,  or,  as  it  was  then  popularly  called,  the  Mayor’s 
Court,  they  were  arraigned  and  put  upon  their  trial  for 
the  criminal  offense  of  creating  or  assisting  in  a riot.  De 
Witt  Clinton,  being  then  Mayor  of  the  city,  presided ; and 
from  the  unusual  circumstance  of  such  an  occurrence  in  a 
church  upon  such  an  occasion,  and  the  fact  that  all  who 
were  indicted  were  members  of  leading  families  of  the 
city,  the  trial  excited  the  deepest  interest.  Verplanck 
and  Max^vell  defended  themselves,  and  three  of  the  most 
eminent  counsel  of  that  dav,  David  B.  Ogden,  Josiah  0. 
Hoffman,  and  Peter  A.  Jay,  appeared  for  the  other 
defendants.  The  principal  members  of  the  faculty  were 
examined  as  witnesses,  conspicuous  among  whom  was 
Dr.  Mason,  the  provost  of  the  college,  in  the  earnestness 
and  zeal  which  he  displayed  to  secure  a conviction.  He 
was  at  the  time  the  most  eloquent  preacher  in  the  city,  or, 
indeed,  in  the  country,  and  in  giving  his  testimony  brought 
all  the  weight  of  his  popularity  and  his  intellectual  gifts 
to  bear  with  great  effect  against  the  accused. 

Verplanck  addressed  the  jury  upon  his  own  behalf  He 
declared,  which  was  no  doubt  the  truth,  that  he  was  moved 
to  do  what  he  did  solely  from  his  sense  of  the  injustice  of 
the  college  authorities,  in  publicly  refusing  to  confer  the 
degree  because  the  young  man  would  not  utter  their 
political  sentiments.  ‘There  was,’  he  said,  ‘gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  a lofty  spirit  of  gallantry  about  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Maxwell,  with  which,  at  the  time,  I could  not  but 
sympathize,  and  which  now  I cannot  but  admire.  He  was 
bold  in  the  cause  of  friendship  and  of  character.  I ap- 
proved of  his  behavior,  and  I am  proud  that  I did  so and 
then  gratified  his  own  feelings,  at  least,  by  telling  the  jury 
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that  Dr.  Mason  was  ‘a  man  towering  in  the  proud  con- 
M'iousness  of  intellectual  strength,  little  accustomed  to 
yield,  or  even  to  listen  to  the  opinions  of  others,  that  he 
appeared  as  a witness  pouring  forth  upon  him  and  Max- 
well  all  the  bitterness  of  his  rancor  and  the  overboiling  of 
his  contempt ; throwing  olT  the  priest  and  the  gentleman 
and  assuming  the  buffoon  ; showering  upon  them  his  deli- 
cate ironjg  his  choice  simile  of  the  congregation  of  snakes, 
and  all  the  other  savory  flowers  of  rhetoric,  in  which  he 
was  so  fertile,  and  had  poured  forth  in  such  abundance,^ 
and,  appealing  to  the  jury,  asked,  ^ What  credit  will  you 
give  to  a witness,  inflamed  by  passion,  smarting  with 
wounded  pride,  and  mortified  self-confidence  V 

It  Avas-very  doubtful  Avhether  the  oflense,  which  the 
law  denominates  a riot,  had  been  proved,  or  in  fact  com- 
mitted— whether  there  was  any  thing  more  than  a strong 
expression  of  disapprobation  on  the  part  of  the  audience, 
an  occurrence  more  or  less  incident  to  the  nature  of  public 
assemblages,  Avhich  became  a scene  of  disorder  from  the 
faculty  persisting  in  refusing  to  gi\^e  the  young  man  his 
diploma.  No  actual  violence  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
defendants  Avas  proved,  nor  Avas  what  occurred  of  a nature 
to  create  public  terror,  a necessary  ingredient  in  the  crime 
of  riot.  There  aaxxs  probably  nothing  more  than  a breach 
of  the  peace. 

It  AA^as  pertinently  suggested  by  Mr.  Jay,  that,  if  the 
college  permitted  the  students  to  discuss  a political  ques- 
tion, as  a part  of  the  public  exercises  at  a cominencement, 
they  should  have  been  alloAved  the  iVee  exercise  of  their 
own  Auews  in  the  discussion  of  it,  and  that  the  superAusion 
of  their  remarks  should  Iuxa'c  been  confined  to  the  correc- 
tion merely  of  literary  defects ; that  otherwise  there  Avas 
no  freedom  in  the  debate,  but  the  students  Avere  simply 
mouth-pieces  to  utter  the  political  Auews  and  sentiments 
of  the  professors ; that  there  Avas  nothing  in  the  statutes 
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of  the  college  which  imposed  the  penalty  of  a refusal  of  a 
degree  if  a student  would  not  incorporate  in  his  speech 
what  a professor  directed  him  to  put  in ; that  a resolution 
had  been  inserted  in  the  minutes  of  1790,  subjecting  the 
compositions  of  the  students  to  the  inspection  of  the 
faculty,  and,  if  any  such  penalty  as  the  deprivation  of  a 
degree  were  attached,  the  students  were  left  in  ignorance 
of  it,  as  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  in  the  college 
statutes ; and  he  argued  that  it  was  not  the  young  men 
upon  trial,  but  the  faculty,  who  were  responsible  for  the 
disturbance ; that  they  had,  perhaps,  without  sufficient 
retlection,  fallen  into  an  error,  which  their  pride  prevented 
them  afterwards  from  admitting.  Thev  liad  committed  a 
palpable  act  of  injustice,  and  it  was  their  unwillingness 
to  recede  from  it,  and  their  determination  to  persist  in  it, 
that  had  exasperated  the  audience.  They,  consequently, 
were  the  real  authors  of  the  riot,  if  there  was  one  ; but  he 
insisted,  as  did  the  other  counsel  for  the  defense,  that,  in 
the  sense  of  the  law,  there  had  been  no  riot. 

“ Clinton,  however,  had  no  misgivings  in  respect  to 
the  law.  He  charged  the  jury  that  the  offense  had  been 
committed,  that  all  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  it,  and 
got  riff  of  the  definition  of  a riot  by  Hawkins,  a learned 
elementary  authority  upon  the  criminal  law,  by  declaring 
it  to  be  ‘ undoubtedly  liad.’  He  commented  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  defendants  with  great  severity,  and  was  espe- 
cially severe  upon  ^'erplanck.  It  was  difficult,  he  said,  to 
speak  of  his  conduct  in  terms  sufficiently  strong;  that  he 
was  one  of  the  principal  ringleaders  ‘ in  the  scene  of  dis- 
order and.  disgrace,’  and  that  in  his  reply  to  the  provost, 
and  in  his  moving  a vote  of  thanks  to  Maxwell,  he  evinced 
‘ a matchless  insolence.’  He  told  the  jury  that  they  were 
bound  ‘ by  every  consideration  arising  out  of  the  public 
peace  and  the  public  morals,  and  liy  their  regard  for  an 
institution  venerable  for  its  antiipiity,  to  bring  in  all  the 
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(lefendants  guilty  ; ’ that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
that  the  disturbance  was  ‘ the  most  disgraceful,  the  most 
unprecedented,  the  most  unjustifiable,  and  the  most  outra- 
ireous,  that  had  ever  come  to  the  knowled^-e  of  the  court.’ 

“ Under  this  charge  the  jury  found  the  defendants 
guilty.  Yerplanck  and  Maxwell  were  fined  two  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  was  imposed,  says  Ptenwick,  Clinton’s 
biographer,  in  an  address  conveying  a severe,  merited, 
and  pointed  reprimand.  They  were  required,  in  addition, 
to  procure  sureties  for  tlieir  future  good  behavior ; and  the 
same  authority  states  that  Clinton  hesitated  for  some  time 
whether  he  was  not  called  upon,  by  a regard  for  justice, 
to  inflict  also  the  disgrace  of  imprisonment.”* 

But  before  New  York  city  was  to  attain  to  her  present 
high  position,  she  was  destined  to  pass  through  another 

Bat  the  resalt  of  the  prosecution  did  not  produce  the  effect  which  its 
promoters  anticipated.  Public  feeling,  especially  in  the  Democratic  party,  was 
with  the  defendants,  and  the  course  of  Clinton,  upon  the  trial,  greatly  aug- 
mented the  hostility  of  the  Madisonian  Democrats  to  him.  We  were  then  on 
tlie  eve  of  a war  with  England.  The  measures  of  ^Madison  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently energetic  to  satisfy  the  more  ardent  of  the  Democrats;  and  Clinton, 
relying  upon  a diversion  of  the  dissatisfied  portion  of  that  party  in  his  favor, 
had  taken  the  field  as  a candidate  for  the  Presidency  against  Madison,  and  at 
this  very  time  Avas  intriguing  to  secure  the  support  of  the  Federalists.  By  the 
Democrats  his  course  upon  the  trial  was  attributed  to  a desire  to  ingratiate  him- 
self with  the  Federal  party,  and  matters  subsequently  brought  to  light  disclose 
that  this  belief  was  not  wholly  without  foundation.  Dr.  Mason,  a Federalist 
of  the  straitest  sect,  either  shortly  before  or  about  the  time  of  the  trial,  had 
acted  as  the  private  friend  of  Clinton  in  bringing  about  an  interview  between 
him  and  John  Jay,  Rufus  King,  and  Gouvmrneur  Morris,  three  of  the  principal 
Federal  leaders,  which  failed  of  its  object  through  John  Jay’s  disgust  at  hear- 
ing Clinton  say  that  he  had  never  sympathized  with  the  Democrats,  but  had 
always  been  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  Washington  and  Adams’  administrations 
— an  extraordinary  statement  from  the  man  whose  denunciation  of  the  Federal 
leaders  as  ‘men  who  had  rather  reign  in  hell  than  serve  in  heaven,’  had  rung 
through  every  part  of  the  Union.  It  Avas,  therefore,  not  Avithout  some  ground 
that  he  was  exposed  to  the  suspicion  of  having  been  actuated  upon  this  trial 
by  a desire  to  do  something  that  Avould  gratify  the  Federalists,  and  especially 
his  negotiator  Avith  them,  a man  of  imperious  temper  and  despotic  aauII,  avIio 
had  set  his  heart  upon  the  success  of  this  prosecution.” — Ch'.ef -^Justice  Daly's 
Discourse. 
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period  of  darkness  and  depression — the  War  of  1812 — a 
period,  moreover,  which  was  to  be  rendered  additional! v 
trying  by  the  crippling  of  its  resources  by  the  terrible  con- 
flagration of  1811.  The  late  Hon.  G.  P.  Disosway,  who, 
with  a few  yet  living,  passed  through  this  fiery  ordeal, 
gives  his  personal  reminiscences  of  this  fire  as  follows : 

“An  extensive  fire  broke  out  in  Chatbam  Street,  near  Duane,  on  Sunday 
morning',  May  19th,  1811,  raging  furiously  several  hours.  A brisk  nortli-east 
■veind  was  blowing  at  the  moment,  and  the  flames,  spreading  with  great  rapid- 
ity, for  some  time  baffled  all  the  exertions  of  the  firemen  and  citizens.  Bet  werui 
eighty  and  one  hundred  buildings,  on  both  sides  of  Chatham  Street,  were  con- 
sumed in  a few  hours. 

, “ We  well  remember  this  conflagration.  The  writer  was  then  a Sabbath- 

school  boy,  and  a teacher  in  a public  school-room  near  by,  at  the  corner  of  Tryon 
Row.  The  school  was  dismissed,  and,  as  usual,  proceeded  to  old  John  Street 
Church,  thick  showers  of  light,  burning  shingles  and  cinders  falling  all  over 
the  streets.  That  was  the  day  of  shingle  roofs.  When  the  teachers  and  schol- 
ars, thefr  number  very  large,  reached  the  church,  the  venerable  Bishop  McKen- 
dall  occupied  the  pulpit,  and  seeing  the  immense  clouds  of  dark  smoke  and  liv- 
ing embers  enveloping  that  section  of  the  city,  he  advised  the  men  ‘ to  go  to 
the  fire  and  help  in  its  extinguishment,  and  he  would  preach  to  the  women  and 
children.’  This  advice  was  followed. 

“ By  this  time  the  scene  had  become  very  exciting,  impressive,  and  even 
fearful.  We  have  not  forgotten  it,  and  never  will.  The  wind  had  increased  to 
a gale,  and  far  and  wide  and  high  flew  the  blazing  flakes  in  whirling  eddies, 
throwing  burning  destruction  wherever  they  lit  or  fell. 

“ The  lofty  spires  near  by  of  the  ‘ Brick  Meeting,’  ‘ St.  Paul’s,’  and  ‘ St. 
George’s  Chapel,’  enveloped  in  the  rapidly  passing  embers,  soon  became  the  espe- 
cial objects  of  watchfulness  and  anxiety.  Thousands  of  uuliited  eyes,  and,  we 
doubt  not,  prayers,  were  directed  towards  these  holy  tabernacles,  now  threatened 
with  speedy  destruction.  And  there  was  cause  for  fear.  Near  the  ball  at  the  t^p 
of  the  ‘ Brick  Church,’  a blazing  spot  was  seen  outside,  and  apparently  not  larger 
than  a man’s  head.  Instantly  a thrill  of  fear  evidently  ran  through  the  bosoms 
of  the  thousands  crow'ding  the  Park  and  the  wide  area  of  Chatham  Street. 
They  feared  the  safety  of  an  old  and  loved  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  they  feared, 
also,  if  the  spire  was  once  in  flames,  with  the  increasing  gale,  what  would  be 
the  terrible  consequence  on  the  lower  part  of  the  city. 

“‘What  can  we  do?’  was  the  universal  question — ‘ What  in  the  world  can 
be  done?’  was  in  everybody’s  mouth.  The  kindling  spot  could  not  be  reached 
from  the  inside  of  the  tall  steeplfe,  nor  by  ladders  outside ; neither  could  any 
fire-engine,  however  powerful,  force  the  water  to  that  lofty  height.  With  the 
deepest  anxiety,  fear,  and  trembling,  all  faces  were  turned  in  that  direction.  At 
this  moment  of  alarm  and  dread,  a sailor  appeared  on  the  roof  of  the  church, 
and  very  soon  was  seen  climbing  up  the  steeple,  hand  over  hand,  by  the  light- 
ning-rod! yes,  by  the  rusty,  slender  iron!  Of  course,  the  excitement  now 
became  most  intense ; and  the  perilous  undertaking  of  the  daring  man  was 
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wstchecl  every  moment,  as  he  slowly,  step  by  step,  grasp  after  grasp,  literally* 
rnvwled  upward,  by  means  of  his  slim  conductor.  Many*  fears  were  expressed 
among  the  immense  crowd,  watching  every*  inch  of  his  ascent,  for  there  was  no 
r>  "ling-place  for  hands  and  feet,  and  he  must  hold  on,  or  fall  and  perish ; and 
should  he  succeed  in  reaching  the  burning  spot,  how  could  he  po.ssibly  extin- 
guish it,  as  water,  neither  by  hose  nor  bucket,  could  be  sent  to  his  assistance? 

‘ Hut  wlvere  there  is  a will;  there  is  a way,’  says  an  old  maxim,  and  it  was  at 
this  crisis  he  reached  the  kindling  spot,  and,  firmly  grasping  the  lightning-rod 
in  one  hand,  with  the  other  he  removed  his  tarpaulin  hat  from  his  head,  and 
with  it  literally,  blow*  after  blow*,  thick,  strong,  and  unceasing-,  extinguished  or 
beat  out  the  fire!  Shouts  of  joy*  and  thanks  greeted  the  noble  fellow  as  he 
slowly  and  safely*  descended  to  the  earth  again.*  The  ‘ Old  Brick  ’ was  thus 
preserved  from  the  great  conflagration  of  that  Sunday*  morning.  Our  hero 
quickly  disappeared  in  the  crow-d,  and,  it  was  said,  immediately  sailed  abroad, 
with  the  favorable  wind  then  blowing.  A reward  Avas  oflered  for  the  person 
who  performed  this  daring,  generous  act ; but  it  is  said  that  some  impostor 
passed  himself  ofl'  for  the  real  hero,  and  obtained  the  promised  amount. 

“ The  cupola  of  the  ‘ Old  Jail,’  Avhich  stood  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the 
‘ Hall  of  Records,’  also  took  fire.  This  was  extinguished  through  the  exertions 
of  a prisoner  ‘on  the  limits.’  fl'his  was  the  famous,  generous  institution  Avhere 
unfortunate  debtors  formerly  Avere  confined  and  barred  in  Avith  grated  doors 
and  iron  bolts,  deprived  of  liberty*,  and  Avitliout  tools,  books,  paper,  or  pen, 
expected  to  pay  their  debts.  It  AA*as  a kind  of  ‘ Calcutta  Black-Hole,’  and  the 
inmates  having  no  yard-room,  the  prisoners  frequented  the  top  of  the  building 
for  open-air  exercise.  Here  they  might  be  seen  every  hour  of  the  d'ay.  Gen- 
erally discoA'ering  fires  in  the  city*,  they  gave  the  first  alarm,  by  ringing  the 
‘ Jail-Bell.’  This  became  a sure  signal  of  a conflagration,  and  on  this  occasion 
they  saved  the  legal  pest-house  from  quick  destruction.  The  Corporation 
reAvarded  the,  debtor  aaJio  fortunately  extinguished  the  threatened  cupola. 

“If  the  building  had  been  destroyed  and  its  inmates  only*  saved,  there 
would  not  have  been  much  public  regret,  for  it  had  been  a sort  of  ‘ Calcutta 
Black-Hole’  to  American  prisoners  of  A^r  during  the  Revolution.  After  Gen- 
eral Washington's  success,  during  1777,  in  NeAv  Jersey*,  a portion  of  these  poor 
prisoners  were  exchanged  ; but  many*  of  them,  exhausted  by  their  confinement, 
before  reaching  the  vessels  for  their  embarkation  home,  fi-ll  dead  in  the 
streets  These  are  some  of  the  historical  reminiscences  of  the  ‘ Old  Debtors’ 
Prison,’  which  so  narroAAdy  escaped  burning  in  the  great  fire  of  May,  ISll.” 

Scarcely  had  the  citizens  of  New  York  recovered  from 

the  disheartening  effects  of  this  fire,  when,  on  the  20th  of 

June,  1812,  the  news  was  received  in  the  city  of 

' . . *^.1812. 
President  Madison’s  declaration  of  v/ar  against 

Great  Britain,  issued  a few  days  previous.  A meeting 

was  immediately  called  at  noon  of  the  same  day,  in  the 

* This  -ailor  Avas  the  father  of  tlie  late  Ro\’.  Dr.  II;iL:iie,  P.'istor  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
corner  of  Thirty-first  Street  and  Madison  Avenue.— Zcgtr/Vw/i  Thomrui  IIckjs  to  the  Author. 
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park,  at  which  the  citizens  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to 
give  the  Government  their  undivided  support.  Clinton, 
aho, — although,  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  he  could 
with  perfect  propriety  have  pleaded  his  official  duties  as 
an  excuse  for  not  taking  an  active  part, — hastened  to  oiler 
to  the  commander-in-chief  his  personal  services  for  active 
operations  in  the  held.  These  were  preferred  in  a letter 
addressed  to  Governor  Tompkins,  by  their  mutual  friend,, 
Thomas  Addis  Emmet.  But  the  patriotism  of  Mr.  Clinton 
did  not  stop  here.  The  declaration  of  war  had  found  us 
as  a nation  wholly  unprepared  for  war.  The  treasury 
’ was  empty,  and  its  credit,  at  that  time,  impaired.  It  was, 
accordingly,  soon  perceived  that,  if  the  city  of  New  York 
was  to  be  defended,  the  funds  for  that  purpose  must  be 
provided  by  her  own  citizens.  At  this  crisis,  Mr.  Clinton 
suggested  to  the  Common  Council  that  they  should  borrow 
the  necessary  funds  on  the  credit  of  the  city,  and  loan  the 
amount  thus  raised  to  the  United  States.  The  plan  was 
approved.  An  impressive  address,  drafted  by 3Ir. 'Clinton, 
was  made  to  our  citizens,  and  a million  of  dollars— at  that 
time  a large  sum  to  be  secured  in  this  manner — was  raised 
by  subscription  for  the  defense  of  the  city. 

Nor  was  it  only  in  repelling  outside  foes  that  the 
virtues  of  Clinton^s  character  were  exhibited.  His 
patriotism,  his  'imshaken  firmness  in  supporting 
the  laws  and  in  preserving  the  peace  of  the  community, 
were  at  this  time  most  conspicuous. 

A state  of  war  in  every  country  produces  a body  of 
men  who,  under  various  specious  pretexes,  excite  to  acts 
of  riot  and  disorder,  which  they  turn  to  the  gratifica- 
tion of  their  private  and  personal  resentments,  or  their 
own  malignant  passions. Disgraceful  scenes  of  lawless 
violence  and  of  bloodshed  had  recentlv  occuiTed  in  a 

* for  example,  the  “Draft  Riot”  in  New  York  in  ISilo. 
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lister  city,  and  gave  fearful  omen  of  what  might  likewise 
he  expected  in  New  York,  unless  restrained  by  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law,  Mr.  Clinton  foresaw^  the  crisis,  and  his 
correct  and  intrepid  spirit  prepared  for  the  emergency. 
In  an  address  to  the  Grand  Jury,  he  alluded  to  the  riotous 
.‘‘Cenes  in  Baltimore,  and,  with  a view  to  prevent  a repe- 
tition of  similar  occurrences  in  New  York,  he  digested 
and  prepared  a system  of  police  regulations  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace  of  the  city,  vrhich  was  adopted  by 
the  Common  Council.  The  result  was  that  the  city  re- 
mained tranquil  and  undisturbed  by  tumult  of  any  sort. 
“The  character  of  Mr.  Clinton,”  says  Dr.  Hosack,  in 
alluding  to  this  circumstance,  “ was  an  assurance  to  the 
community  that  these  regulations  would  not  remain  a 
dead  letter,  but  be  faithfully  and  promptly  executed.  His 
well  knowm  firmness  gave  tranquillity  to  our  city ; the 
vicious  were  awed ; the  virtuous,  under  his  auspices,  felt 
additional  confidence.” 

But,  as  a city,  New  York  did  well.  Her  conduct, 
in  view  of  thov severe  blow  which  it  was  perceived  would 
at  once  be  given  by  the  war  to  the  prosperity  of  New 
York,  was  no  slight  proof  of  patriotism ; and  many  who 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  were  rich,  found  themselves, 
when  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1814^  ruined.  The  condition  in  which 
New  York  was  at  the  close  of  the  war,  as  well  as 
the  extravagant  demonstration  of  joy  wdth  which  the 
news  of  the  termination  of  hostilities  was  received,  is  thus 
graphically  described  by  the  late  Francis  Wayland,  who 
was  an  eye-witness  of  the  scene : 

“ It  so  chanced  that,  at  the  elose  of  the  last  war  wdth 
Great  Britain,  I was  temporarily  a resident  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  prospects  of  the  nation  were  shrouded 
in  gloom.  We  had  been,  for  two  or  three  years,  at  war 
with  the  mightiest  nation  on  eaidli,  and  as  she  had  now 
47 
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concluded  a peace  with  the  continent  of  Europe,  Ave  Avere 
obliged  to  cope  AAutli  her  single-handed.  Our  harbors  Avere 
blockaded,  coiiiinunications  coastAAuse  betAA^een  our  port- 
Avere  cut  ofi' ; our  ships  Avere  rotting  in  every  creek  and  cove 
where  they  could  find  a place  of  security ; our  imnien.-e 
annual  products  Avere  mouldering  in  our  Avarehouses  ; the 
sources  of  profitable  labor  Avere  drycd  up ; our  currency 
vA^as  reduced  to  irredeemable  paper ; the  extreme  portions 
of  our  country  Avere  becoming  hostile  to  each  other ; and 
differences  of  political  opinion  AA^ere  embittering  the  peace 
of  every  household ; the  credit  of  the  Government  was 
exhausted ; no  one  could  predict  Avhen  the  contest  AA^ould 
terminate,  or  discern  the  means  by  Avhich  it  could  much 
longer  be  protracted.* * 

* I'Jie  following  lines,  entitled  “Hard  Times,”  published  in  New  York 
citv  at  the  close  of  the  AA^ar  of  1812.  seem,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
written  for  the  present  day.  History  has  repeated  itself,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  geese  and  turkeys  ! AA'ould  that  a “ good  fat  goose  ” could  now  be  bought 
for  five  shillings ! 

“No  business  stirring,  all  things  at  a stand. 

People  complain  they  have  no  casli  in  hand. 

' Dull  times  ’ re-echoes  now  from  every  quarter, 

E%'en  from  father  to  the  son  and  daughter. 

.£  Merchants  cry  out  no  money  to  be  had. 

Grocers  say  the  times  are  very  bad ; 

Mechanics  work,  but  they  can  get  no  pay. 

Beaux  dress  genteel,  and  ladies  too  are  gay. 

Cash  very  scurce,  dancing  twice  a week — 

• ^ Business  dull — amusement  still  we  seek. 

Some  live  awhile,  and  tlien,  perhaps,  they  fail. 

AA’hile  many  run  in  debt  and  go  to  jail. 

The  females  must  have  ribbons,  gauze,  and  lace. 

And  paint  besides,  to  smooth  a wrinkled  face  ; 

The  beaux  will  dross,  go  to  the  ball  and  play. 

Sit  up  all  night  and  lay  in  bed  all  day, 

Brush  up  an  empty  jnite,  look  smart  and  prim. 

Follow  each  tritling  fashion  or  odd  whitir. 

Five  shillings  will  buy  a good  fat  goo.se, 

AA^hile  turkeys,  too,  are  ofiered  fit  for  use. 

Are  those  bad  times  when  persons  will  profess 
To  follow  fashions  and  delight  in  dress? 

No!  times  are  good,  but  ] eople  are  to  blame, 

AATro  spend  too  much,  and  justly  merit  shame.” 
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It  happened  that,  on  a Sunday  afternoon,  in  February, 
ISlo,  a ship  was  discerned  in  the  offing,  which  was  sup- 
TMk-ed  to  be  a cartel,  brino-in^i:  home  our  Commis- 

I / o o 181 5* 

.-ioners  at  Ghent,  from  their  unsuccessful  mission. 

The  sun  had  set  gloomily  before  any  intelligence  had  reached 
the  city.  Expectation  became  painfully  intense,  as  the 
hours  of  darkness  drew  on.  At  length,  a boat  reached  t]ie 
wharf,  announcing  the  fact  that  a treaty  of  peace  had  been 
siirned,  and  was  waiting  for  nothing  but  the  action  of  our 
Government  to  become  a law.  The  men,  on  whose  ears 
these  words  first  fell,  rushed  in  breathless  haste  into  the 
cikv,  to  repeat  them  to  their  fidends,  shouting  as  they  ran 
through  the  streets,  ‘ Peace  ! Peace  ! PEACE  ! ’ Every 
one  who  heard  the  sound  repeated  it.  From  house  to 
house,  from  street  to  street,  the  news  spread  with  electric 
rapidity.  The  whole  city  was  in  commotion.  Men  bear- 
ing lighted  torches,  were  flying  to  and  fro,  shouting  like 
madmen,  ‘ Peace  ! PEACE  !’  When  the  rapture  had  par- 
tially sul^sided,  one  idea  occupied  every  mind.  But  few 
men  slept  that  night.  In  groups  they  were  gathered  in 
the  streets,  and  by  the  fireside,  beguiling  the  hours  of 
midnight  by  reminding  each  other  that  the  agony  of  war 
was  over,  and  that  a worn-out  and  distracted  country  was 
about  to  enter  again  upon  its  wonted  career  of  prosperity.”* 

* At  the  time  that  the  news  of  peace  was  received,  S.  G.  Goodrich  Peter 
Parley  ”)  happened  to  be  in  the  city.  Speaking  of  the  joyful  effect  produced,  he 
says : “ I had  gone  in  the  evening  to  a concert  at  the  City  Hotel.  Wliile  listen- 
ing to  the  music,  the  door  of  the  concert-room  was  thrown  open,  and  in  rushed 
a man  breathless  with  excitement.  lie  mounted  on  a table,  and  swinging  a 
wliite  handkerchief  aloft,  cried  out,  ‘Peace!  Peace!  Peace!!’  The  music 
ceased  ; the  hall  was  speedily  vacated.  I rushed  into  the  street,  and  oh,  what 
a scene  ! In  a few  minutes,  thousands  and'  tens  of  thousands  of  people  were 
marching  about  with  caudles,  lamps,  torches — making  the  jubilant  street  ap- 
pear like  a gay  and  gorgeous  procession.  The  whole  night  Broadway  Siuig  its 
song  of  peace.  We  were  all  Democrats,  all  Federalists!  Old  enemies  rushed 
into  each  other’s  arms  ; every  house  was  in  a revel  ; every  heart  seemed 
melted  by  a joy  which  banishtxl  all  evil  thought  and  feeling.  On  Monday 
morning,  I set  out  for  Connecticut.  All  along  the  road,  tlu>  people  saluted  us 
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The  winter  of  1817  was  unusually  severe.  As  late 

as  the  15th  of  February  the  Hudson  was  frozen  over  from 

the  city  to  the  New  Jersey  side,  so  that  people 

crossed  on  the  ice  from  shore  to  shore.  “ Several 

gentlemen,”  records  the  Evening  Post  for  February,  set 

out  for  a sleigh-ride  on  the  ice  from  Flushing  to  Riker’s 

Island,  where  they  arrived  in  safety.  rfThis  was  the  first 

sleigh  that  was  ever  known  to  visit  the  island,  and,  as  it 

passed  down  the  bay,  it  drew  forth  numbers  of  people  on 

the  shore  to  view  so  singular  an  event.”  The  sue- 
1818* *  ^ 

ceeding  year,  also,  witnessed  the  same  intensity  of 

<cold.  Long  Island  Sound  being  entirely  closed  by  ice 
between  Cold  Spring  and  the  Connecticut  shore.  The 
Hudson  likewise  was  again  frozen  so  firmly  that  heavy 
1?eams  crossed  to  the  Jersey  side.  Many  persons,  like 
the  Canadians,  when  the  ice-pont  forms  between  Quebec 
and  Point  Levi,  sought  to  make  gain  out  of  this  unusual 
circumstance.  Accordingly,  they  erected  tents  on  the  ice 
and  sold  in  them  liquor,  roasted  clams,  and  oysters.  xVn 
attempt  was  also  made  to  roast  an  ox,  but  the  experiment 
» fiiiled,  on  account  of  the  ice  becoming  weak  near  the  fur- 
naces where  the  cooking  was  done.* 


with  swinging  of  hats  and  cries  of  rejoicing.  At  one  place,  in  rather  a lone- 
some part  of  the  road,  a schoolmaster  came  out,  with  the  whole  scho<')l  at  his 
heels,  to  ask  ns  if  the  news  was  true.  We  told  him  it  was ; whereupon  he 
tied  his  bandanna  pocket  handkerchief  to  a broom,  swung  it  aloft,  and  the 
whole  school  hosannaed,  ‘ Peace  ! Peace  ! ’ ” 

* An  amusing  anecdote  was  told  at  this  time  of  a certain  Jeremiah  But- 
man, around  wliose  tent  the  ice  had  become  quite  thin,  from  the  effects  of  the 
stove  and  several  days  of  mild  weather.  One  of  his  customers,  happening  to 
step  upon  a weak  spot  outside  of  his  tent,  broke  through,  and  was  struggling 
in  the  water,  when  a friend  put  his  head  inside  of  Butman’s  tent,  saying, 
" Jerry,  there  is  a man  gone  down  your  cellar !”  “ Is  it  so  V”  said  Jerry.  “ Then 
it  is  about  time  for  me  to  leave  these  premises.”  The  man,  however,  was 
finally  extricated,  the  tent  struck,  and  all  were  safely  taken  to  the  land  on 
a sled. 

On  account  of  the  severe  winter,  provisions  w'ere  considered  very  dear.  At 
the  present  day,  however,  the  prices  that  then  ruled  would  be  con>idered 
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In  the  same  j’ear  (1818)  the  Legislature  of  New  York 
— De  Witt  Clinton,  Governor — ordered  the  remains  of 
General  Montgomery  to  be  removed  from  Canada  to  New 
York.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  which,  in  1776,  had  voted  the  beau- 
tiful cenotaph  to  his  memory  that  now  stands  in  the  front 
wall  of  St.  Paul’s  Cliurch,  in  Broadway.  When  the  funeral 
cortege  reached  Whitehall,  New  York,  the  fleet  stationed 
there  received  them  with  appropriate  honors ; and  on  the 
4th  of  July  they  arrived  in  Albany.  After  lying  in  state  in 
that  city  over  Sunday,  the  remains  were  taken  to  New  York, 
and  on  Wednesday  deposited,  with  military  honors,  in  their 
final  resting-place  at  St.  Paul’s.  Governor  Clinton,  with 
that  delicacy  for  which  he  was  always  remarkable,  had 
informed  Mrs.  Montgomery  when  the  steamer  Richmond^ 
with  the  body  of  her  husband,  would  pass  her  mansion  on 
the  North  River.  At  her  own  request,  she  stood  alone  on 
the  portico  at  the  moment  that  the  boat  passed.  It  was 
now  forty  years  since  she  had  parted  from  her  husband,  ' 
and  they,  \}ad  been  married  only  two  years ; yet  she  had 
remained  as  faithful  to  the  memory  of  her  soldier,”  as  ** 
she  always  called  him,  as  if  alive.  The  steam-boat  halted 
before  the  mansion;  the  band  played  the  Dead  March;” 
a salute  was  fired ; and  the  ashes  of  the  venerated  hero 
and  the  departed  husband  passed  on.  The  attendants  of 
the  Spartan  widow  now^  appeared,  but,  overcome  by  the 


The  following”  are  the  quotations  taken  from  the  Colum- 


remarkably  cheap. 
biun  of  December  5th,  1818  : 


Best  beef,  per  lb 

“ “ “ ewt to  12 

Pork,  per  lb 10c. 

“ cwt $8. 

Veal,  per  lb. 10c. 

Mutton,  per  lb 8c. 

Turkeys,  apiece  (good) $1  5Gc. 

F'owls,  per  pair 56c. 


Geese,  per  ])iece  50c.  to  5Gc. 


Butter,  fresh 33c. 

“ In  firkins. ..  .23c.  to  2Gc. 

Potatoes,  per  barrel  5Gc. 

Turnips,  " “ 31c. 


Cabbages,  per  1,000  ..  $6  to  $7 

Wood,  oak,  per  load .82  25c. 

“ Walnut  “ ....  $3  50c. 
Pine  “ ...;  $1  G234c. 
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tender  emotions  of  tlie  moment,  she  had  swooned  ami 
fallen  to  the  llo(jr.* 

The  gallant  dead,  though  surrounded  by  the  turnaal 
of  a busy  city,  is  still  permitted  to  rest  beneath  the  turf 
made  radiant  by  the  unsullied  blossoms  of  early  spriiu:. 
The  hra\ii  Wolfe,  who  fell  on  nearly  the  same  spot  sixteen 
years  previous,  sleeps  within  the  splendid  mausoleum  of 
Westminster  Abbey.  But  as  we  stand  over  the  simple 
grave  of  Montgomery,  we  recall  the  quaint  and  beautiful 
language  of  Osborne : “ He  that  lieth  under  the  her:-e  i.if 
heavenne  is  convertible  into  sweet  herbs  and  flowers,  that 
*mave  rest  in  bosoms  that  wolde  shrink  from  the  uglv  buiis 
which  may  be  found  crawling  in  the  magniflcent  tombs 

of  Heny  the 

0 

On  the  22d  of  Februarv,  1819,  a grand  ball  was  given 
by  the  Fourteenth  Ilegiment,J  in  honor  of  General  Andrew 

- * Janet  Livingston,  tlie  sister  of  the  distinguished  Chancellor  Livingsi<  n, 
and  the  wife  of  General  Richard  Montgomery,  met  the  latter  when  he  was  a 
Captain  in  the  British  army,  on  his  way  to  a distant  frontier  post.  The 
«•  ing  left  mutual  tender  impressions.  Returning  to  England  soon  after.  Mont- 
gbmery  disposed  of  his  commission,  and,  emigrating  taNew  York,  married  the 
object  of  .his  attachment.  But  their  visions  of  anticipated  happiness  upon  a 
farm  at  Rhinebeck  were  soon  ended.  He  was  called  upon  to  serve  as  one  <*r 
the  eight  brigadier-general's  in  the  Continental  army.  He  accepted  sadly, 
declaring  that  “ the  will  of  an  oj)[)ressed  people,  compelled  to  choose  hetwc’-a 
liberty  and  slavery,  must  be  obeyed.”  Ilis  excellent  wife  made  no  opposition  ; 
and,  accompanying  him  as  far  as  Saratoga,  received  his  last  assurance:  “ lou 
sliall  never  have  cause  to  blush  for  your  Montgomery.”  Nor  did  she.  for  be 
fell  bravely  at  Quebec.  Having  reduced  St.  John’s,  Chambly,  and  Montreal,  he 
effected  a junction  with  Arnold  before  the  walls  of  Quebec,  where  he  wa-s  siiot 
through  both  his  thighs  and  head,  while  leading  his  men,  on  the  31st  of  D.'con.- 
ber,  1775.  In  person,  General  Montgomery  was  tall,  graceful,  and  of  manly 
address.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  only  thirty-nine  years  of  age. 

J For  the  inscription  on  the  cenotaph,  and  also  for  a letter  from  General 
Montgomery,  explaining  the  reason  for  bis  coming  to  America, — which  ha.s 
always  been  involved  in  obscurity — see  Appendix,  No  III, 

I The  Fourteenth  (now  tlie  Seventh)  Regiment — al.^io  known  as  the  GoC'  rn- 
or's  Guard!<,  irom  the  fact  that  it  had  once  been  detailed  by  Governor  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins  (at  ilie  time  a Major-General  in  the  Army  of  the  Fnitcvl  States  a- 
his  special  body  guard — was  distinguislied  for  its  splendid  discipline  anJ.  its 
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